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TITAN SPORTS 

Company name - Titan Sports 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - World Wrestling Federation 
Head Promoter - Vince McMahon, Jr. 

Headquarters - Greenwich, Connecticut 

Areas promoted - Most major markets in the United States and Eastern Canada 
with occasional tours of Australia and Saudi Arabia 
Champions recognized as of ///1/86« 

World heavyweight - Hulk Hogan 
Intercontinental heavyweight - Randy Savage 

World tag team - Dynamite Kid & Davey Boy Smith (British Bulldogs) 

Booker - Vince McMahon, Jr. 

Leading babyfaces - Hulk Hogan, Ricky Steamboat, Andre the Giant, Tito 
Santana, British Bulldogs, Junkyard Dog 
Laadimg heels - Randy Savage, King Kong Bundy, Adrian Adnnis, Paul Orndorff, 
John Studd, Don Muraco, Jake Roberts 

Titan Sports is the largest pro wrestling promotion company in the world. . . 

It originally was derived from Capital Promotions, headed by the late Vince 
McMahon, Sr., who promoted wrestling to big crowds throughout the Northeast 
for two decades. . . When the younger McMahon, 4l, took over the company 
in 1983, he set the groundwork for an international expansion program 
and collected the greatest collection of wrestling talent since the major 
trusts of the 1920s. , . While tohe company nearly went broke in 1984, it 
set the stage for 1985 when the company probably grossed in excess of $75 
million'and literally put pro wrestling on the map through appearences of 
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celebrities like Mr. T and Cyndi Lauper. . . Has three weekly shows on 
the USA cao^e network. Prime-Time Wrestling (2 hours of prelim matches 
from a recent major arena show), All-American Wrestling (tapes of recent 
TV tapmgs for one hour) and TNT (a poor attempt at comedy which draws 
equally poor ratings although at one time drew respectable numbers). . . 

Does three or four specials, dubbed "Saturday Night's Main Event" on NBC-TV 
which draw exceedingly strong ratings. . . Has the highest salary structure 
a ? Wlt h full-time prelim workers starting at $1,000 per week and 

middle-of-the-card performers earning $3,000 per week with main eventers 
earning $5,000 to $ Jtf ,000 per week (for Hulk Hogan). . . Heavy usage of 
gimmicks for its performers such as a gay (Adrian Adonis), a mental retard 
(George Steele), a guy who brings a snake to the ring (Jake Roberts) and 
a man who barks (Junkyard Dog). 

Although Titan employs 50-70 full-time wrestlers, the vast majority are not 
quality workers but more gimmick workers or heavily steroided muscle types. 

. . . Dating back a generation to Bruno Sammartino, the Northeast main 
events have generally had heavy and powerful main eventers who are slow 
moving. . . Still promote that type, who are impressive standing there but 
unable to give fast-paced action. . . Generally the wrestlers work at a slower 
pace than any other group in the world, to give its fans more time to react 
to each individual move and to not show up the big-names who generally aren't 
able to work fast. . . Even though matches are slow, they are also short, 
which is why most cards contain eight or more matches. . . Draws the largest 
crowds in the country and in addition has many outside forms on marketing 
income such as toys, clothes and videotapes. . . Probably grosses $35 
million just in wrestling. . . Probably pushes more poor workers with 
gimmicks than any other promotion as well. . . Controls its cards better 
than most, with one or two strong matches and all other matches basically 
made slow and boring to put emphasis on the main event. 

Produces four weekly syndicated wrestling shows which air in virtually every 
market in the country dozens of times per week. The shows are Championship 
wrestling, taped every three weeks in Poughkeepsie, New York with McMahon and 
Bruno Sammartino as announcers; All-Star Wrestling, taped every three weeks 
m various smaller arenas in Ontario, Canada with Gorilla Monsoon (Bob Marella) 
and Bobby Heenan as announcers; Superstars of Wrestling, a highlight show 
hosted by McMahon; and All-American Wrestling, a highlight show hosted by 
Gene Okerlund. * 


JIM CROCKETT PROMOTIONS 

Company name - Jim Crockett Promotions 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - JCP, Inc./National Wrestling Alliance 
Head promoter - Jim Crockett, Jr. 

Headquarters - Charlotte, North Carolina 

Areas.promoted - Primarily the Eastern Seaboard from Atlanta north to 
Philadelphia but frequently promotes in other markets throughout the 
country 

Champiohs recognized as of///l/86i 


World heavyweight - Hie Flair 

United States heavyweight - Nikita Koloff 

National heavyweight - title disbanded 

World television - Dusty Rhodes 

Mid Atlantic heavyweight - Hon Garvin 

World jr. heavyweight - Dennis Brown 

World tag team - Ricky Morton & Robert Gibson (Rock'n’Roll Express) 
World 6-man tag team - Dusty Rhodes & Road Warriors 


Booker - Virgil Runnels, Jr. (Dusty Rhodes) 

Leading babyfaces - Road Warriors, Dusty Rhodes, Magnum T.A., 
Express of Ricky Morton & Robert Gibson 
Leading heels - Ric Flair, Nikita Koloff, Ole & Arn Anderson, 
Dennis Condrey & Bobby Eaton managed by Jim Cornette 


Rock'n'Roll 
Tully Blanchard, 


JCP is_ the second largest promotion in North America and is the only other 
promotion besides McMahon's which truly promotes around the country. . . 

Run by the Crockett family, whose father, Jim Crockett, Sr. started the 
company in 1935. . . Famous for the annual Starcade card which has grossed 
JJ? re * han $500,000 each years. . . A strong collection of talent, including 
Sic Flair,.the multi-time World champion, generally acknowledged as the best 

SJ the Sp ° rt of the p ? st 15 y ears - * • Probably grosses in excess 

^ million per year, . , Tries to push the wrestlers as athletes rather 
than cartoon characters and generally has well-trained performers in main 
events... Main eventers earn from $2,000 per week to about $9,000 (for 
Hie FXeii r) * 


iSL * e ; erally Z° T i l0nger and much faster-paced matches than their 
nn ta ? ounte JP a ^J s * • • Much heavier emphasis on blood. . . Push more matches 
on their cards than most, however tend to run feuds on past the point where 

wrestliL S miids in* th* 0 ^ ? hod ® s is acknowledged as one of the best 

Is ton Efw the game, but is often criticized for pushing himself 

op babyface even though he is terribly out of shape and past 40, . . 
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Employs about 25 full-time wrestlers. . . Has three weekly programs on WTBS, 
the Atlanta Superstation. . . Was just a small regional promotion until the 
mid-1970s when it latched upon several talented performers like Ric Flair 
and Ricky Steamboat, and pushed it to being considered by many the best 
circuit in the country. 


Syndicates two television shows, weekly. . . They are taped at the same time 
each Tuesday, generally in a medium-sized building (2,000 to 4,000 seats) 
somewhere in the Carolinas. . . Show NWA Pro Wrestling is hosted by Bob 
Caudile and Johnny Weaver; World Wide Wrestling hosted by David Crockett 
and Tony Shiavone, who also do the WTBS shows. 




MID SOUTH SPORTS 

Company name - Mid South Sports, Inc. 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - Universal Wrestling Federation 
Head promoter - William Watts, Jr. (Cowboy Bill Watts) 

Headquarters - Bixby, Oklahoma .... , - . 

Areas promoted — Primarily Oklahoma, Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas and 
Texas but has recently began to expand into Tennessee and Missouri 
Champions recognized as of /;/1/86 

Universal heavyweight - Terry Gordy 

Universal television - , , 

Universal tag team - "fo /Mfry 9\UCje/$ fulfil* C irt' 

Booker - Ken Lusk (Ken Mantell) 

Leading babyfaces - Jim Duggan, Cowboy Bill Watts, The Fantastics, Ted DiBias* , 
Steve Williams, Terry Taylor 
Leacding heels - The Freebirds 

Mid South, a strong wrestling company in the Southwest has recently become 
a national force as well. . . Promotes wrestling in a more serious vane than 
any other group. . . Headed by Bill Watts, 4?, a«.i25-year veteran pro wrestler 
. . . Probably grosses $7 million annually. • ♦ Main eventers earn from 
$1,000 to $ , 00 per week. 

Mid South generally relies on wrestlers with strong athletic backgrounds. . . 

Generally large and powerful main eventers. . . Matches are worked at a good 

pace with lots of punching combined with fast wrestling moves and solid high 9 

spots. . . Relatively bloody main events. . . The only major promotion 

without a major cable outlet but are on Home Team Sports and Tempo Network. 

Syndicates two shows weekly. . . UWF wrestling is taped every two weeks in & 

Tulsa and is generally acknowledged to be the best pro wrestling TV show 
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C. ‘ Snows main-event caliber matches on TV and is 
t0 + r S the ^est angles around. . . UWF is also the highest 
Ltl d w SP ? r 2® Sh0W in the United States. . . Announcers are 

Wrestline 3 ^ Hayes, who is also the lead heel. . . Power Pro 

wrestling is a collection of arena tapes also hosted by Jim Ross. 
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WORLD CLASS CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 

Company name - Southwest Sports, Inc. 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - World Class Championship Wrestlin 
Head promoter - Kevin Adkisson (Kevin Von Erich)/Jack Adkisson (Fritz Von Erich) 
Headquarters - Dallas, Texas 

Areas promoted - Primarily Northern Texas and Oklahoma with occasional tours 
of Israel and some Northeast cities and Louisiana 
Champions recognized as of fJ/l/86 

World heavyweight - &»<• V> (/ c * £oeU 
Texas heavyweight - Buzz Sawyer 
World television - Crvsker 
Brass Knux - Abdullah the Butcher 

World six man tag team - Kevin & Lance & Mike Von Erich 


Booker - David Manning 

Leading babyfaces - The Von Erich family, Bruiser Brody, 

Leading heels - Abdullah the Butcheir, Buzz Sawyer 

The ^ D !^ llas ~ based e rou P which runs shows every Friday night in Dallas and 
each Monday night in Fort Worth. . . Headed by Jack Adkisson, a former 
wrestling great who wrestled as Fritz Von Erich, 56 and his son Kevin, 29. 
. . . Promotion has always revolved around the Von Erich family. . . Was 
a hot group 1983-84- including a live house of more than $402,000 for a 
match between Ric Flair and Kerry Von Erich. . . Probably grosses about 
$2 ; 5 million annually. . . Wrestlers aren't paid by a guarantee but the 
main eventers probably earn from $500 to $2,000 per week. 


World Class is often criticized for holding back wrestlers as to not 
outshine the Von Erichs. . . Has a slot on ESPN weekly. . . Circuit built 
by the Von Erichs and Freebirds. 111 


Tapes two television shows. . . World Class Championship wrestling is a 
syndicated show taped every other Friday at the Dallas Sportatorium, in 

Ivoni h °£ Se Sh0W iS divided int0 two Parts with all the main events 
eventually shown. . . Championship Sports, taped each Monday in Fort Worth 

carriQ°hn+° n Hh in + t I?K h0m ? marke ?: for two hours, showing the Monday night 
cards but without the main events. ' 
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AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 

Company name - Minneapolis Boxing and Wrestling Club 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - American Wrestling Association 
Head promoter - Verne Gagne 
Headquarters - Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Areas promoted - Primarily the Midwestern areas of Illinois, Minnesota 

and Wisconsin with occasional shows in Denver, S a it Lake City and Oakland 
Champions recognized as of U/ 1/86i 

World heavyweight - Nick Bockwinkel 
World tag team - Doug Somers & Buddy Rose 

Booker - Carl Stevens (Ray Stevens) 

Leading babyfaces - Nick Bockwinkel. Midnight Rockers, Greg Gagne 
Leading heels - Larry Zbyszko, ., Buddy Rose 

One of the major groups which has fallen on hard times recently. . . In 
the past has grossed upwards of $12 million during good years but probably 
will gross in the $3 million range this year. . . Peaked in 1983 with 
Hulk Hogan but fell off greatly in 1985-86. . . An established force in 
wrestling for nearly three decades. . , Wrestlers aren’t paid by guarantees 
with even the main eventers earning from $500 to $1,500 per week. 


in the past, the AWA was floushing by using overaged grapplers because it 
had hot cities with no competition... . WWP really did them in, stripping 
them of talent and exposing to the fans their outdated mode of promotion. . . 
Weak on talent and most of the matches are quite bad. . . Has a weekly slot 
on ESPN taped from Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Tapes one television show, All-Star wrestling which tapes every three weeks 
at small Midwest arenas. . . Show is generally slow-moving with poor angles 
and only a few good workers. 

WARRIOR SPORTS 

Company name - Warrior Sports 

Wrestling name/Proraotional affiliation - Championship Wrestling Association 
Head promoters - Jerry Jarrett and Jerry Lawler 
Headquarters - Hendersonville, Tennessee 

Araass promoted - Tennessee and Kentucky with occasional trips to Indiana 
and Mississippi and Northeastern Arkansas 
Champions recognized as of ///1/86 

Southern heavyweight - Jerry Lawler 
International heavyweight - Big Bubba 
Southern tag team - Birty Rhodes & Don Bass 
International tag team - Akio Sato & Tarzan Gotho 

Booker - Jerry Lawler 
Leading babyface Jerry Lawler 
Leading heel - Dirty Rhodes 

A creative group which produces wrestling for very low ticket prices. . . 
Ringtside generally $5 and $6 compared to most grapps which charge more 
then double that. . . Did well for many years but the past few years 
have been disastrous due to poor talent and TV overexposure of competitors. 

. . , The most creative promotion in the U.S. . . . Main eventers can earn 
$500 to $1,000 per week although Lawler, in the role of promoter, booker 
and superstar certainly earns more. 

Workers are often inexperienced and green. . . Work rate is usually good, 
however. . . Talent quality is not even near the level of other groups. 

Produces one TV show weekly, Championship Wrestling taped in Memphis on 
Saturday mornings. . . Its airing on WMC-TV in Memphis is probably the 
highest rated weekly sports show in the country of any kind. 


STAMPEDE WRESTLING 

Company name - Foothills Athletic Club 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - Stampede Wrestling/international 
Wrestling Association 
Head promoter - Stu Hart 
Headquarters - Calgary, Alberta 

Areas promoted - Alberta, Saskatchewan and British Columbia 
Champions as of A//I /861 


North American heavyweight - Vacant 
British Commonwealth mid-hea\^weight - 


_ A „_ ____ _gn _ 

International tag team - Owen Hart & 


Les Thornton 
Ben Bassarab 


Booker - Bruce Hart 

Leading Labyface - Bqdnews Allen, Owen Hart, D a n Kroffat 
Leading heels - Viet Cong Express, Les Thornton 

A group which relies on smaller and faster wrestlers than most others. . . 
Many of the best workers in wrestling have come from this area, which is 
probably the most underrated in the world. . . Hart, 71, has promoted for 
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decades although stopped in 1984. after selling to Titan Sports. . . When 
Titan couldn't draw in Western Canada, Hart re-opened his promotion. . . 

Not a major force by any means. 

Wrestlimg itself is some of the best on the continent. . . The grapplers 
don't specialize on interviews and the production of the TV show is poor 
in comparison with others. . . Basically a low-budget group which produces 
a very efficient show. 

Produces one show per week. Stampede Wrestling which tapes each Friday in 
Calgary showing highlights of the house show. 

INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 

Company name - Lutte International Promotions 

Wrestling name/Promo tional affili*» + ’on - International Wrestling 

Head promoter - ■ . Louis Cerdan (Gino Brito) 

Headquarters - Montreal, Quebec 

Areas promoted - Quebec 

Champions as of 7//l/86i 

International heavyweight - Vacant 

International tag team - Gilles Poisson & Richard Charland 

Booker - Adolpho Brescino (Dino Bravo) 

Leading babyfaces - Dan Kroffat 

Leading heels — Gilles Poisson, Richard Charland 

A group which runs basically part-time with one big show per month in Montreal 
and Quebec City where it imports talent. . . Did great business on its 
big shows before selling out to the WWF, which caused hard feelings and 
by early 1986 started up again. . . Leading draws are Bravo and Martel. 

Actually the work rate here is poor although some of the wrestlers are 
good workers. . . Just a slow style with lots of rest holds. . . Appeals 
to a French-Canadian crowd mainly. 

Produces one TV show, International Wrestling which consist of voice-overs 
of recent house show matches. 


CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING FROM FLORIDA 

Company name - Championship Wrestling from Florida, Inc. 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - CWF/National Wrestling Alliance 
Head promoters - Duke Tanaka (Duke Keomuka) and Hiro Matsuda 
Headquarters - Tampa, Florida 
Areas promoted - Florida 
Champions as of lt/l/ 86 » 

Southern heavyweight - Lex Luger 
Florida heavyweight - Barry Windham 
Florida television - Lex Luger 
Bahama Islands heavyweight. - The Falcon 

United States tag team - Butch Miller & Luke Williams (Sheepherders) 

Runs wrestling throughout Florida although is generally outdrawn by WWF 
shows. . . Probably the best promotion in the country about a decade ago 
when Dusty Rhodes was the king. . . Now relies mainly on younger wrestlers 
to bring it back to prominence. . . Run ftor years by Eddie Graham (Ed 
Gossett) who committed suicide in January, 1985 . 

Booker - Bob Roop 

Leading babyfaces - Lex Luger, B a rry Windham, Stan Lane, Steve Keirn 
Leading heels - Ron B a ss, Ed Gantner 

Work rate is fine but the talent is for the most part green and subpar. . . 
Riding behind Lex Luger, a potential hot commodity who they believe 
will lead them to better things. 

Produces two TV shows weekly, CWF hosted by Gordon Solie and Buddy Colt 
(Ron Read) and U.S. Class Wrestling hosted by John Heath and Stan Rhodes. . . 
They are two of the poorer wrestling programs around. . . The shows are 
taped together each Wednesday afternoon in a TV studio in Tampa. 


CONTINENTAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING 

Company name - Continental Championship Wrestling 

Wrestling name/Promo tional affiliation - CCW/National Wrestling Alliance 
Head promoter - Bob Armstrong 
Headquarters - Pensacola, Florida 

Areas promoted - Northwest Florida, Alabama, Southeast Tennessee, East 
Mississippi 

Champions as of ((/I /861 


Continental hea"vwei pht - Kevin Sullivan 
Southeastern - Adrian Street 

Southeastern tag team - 
U.S. junior heavyweight - 


New Guinea Headhunters 
Roy Lee Welch 
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Booker - 

Leading babyfaces - Armstrong family, 

Leading heels - Jeny S^iLs Kevin Sullivan 

Runs weekly shows in Pensacola, Dothan, Ala., Birmingham, Ala., Montgomery, 
Ala. and spot shows in other cities. . . A family oriented group featuring 
the Armstrongs and the Fullers (real name Welch). 

The wrestlers basically work hard but the area has a shortage of talent as 
the only good workers are Tim Horner and Brad Armstrong. . . Lots of blood 
and outside the ring brawling. . . Put on decent shows but promote poorly. 

Syndicate one show in their area, Continental Championship Wrestling taped 
every other Monday (two shows taped) at house shows in Birmingham, generally 
with one main event caliber match per show. . . Gordon Solie and Freddy 
Miller host the show. 

HEART OF AMERICA PROMOTIONS - fOiOBO 

Company name - Heart of America Promotions 

Wrestling name/Promotional affiliation - Central States wrestling/National 
Wrestling Alliance 
Head promoter - Bob Geigel 
Headquarters - Kansas City, Missouri 
Areas promoted - Missouri, Kansas and Iowa 
Champions as of 8/1/86» 

Central States heavyweight - Bob Brown 
Central States television - Mike George 

Central States tag team - Joe Lightfoot & Billy Two Eagles 
Booker - Bob Brown 

Leading babyfaces - Rufus Jones, Dave Peterson, Mike George 
Leading heels - Bob Brown 

Small-time and slowly-dying group. . . Most all its wrestlers are either green 
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newcomers or past-their-prime vets. 

Work-rate would be okay with better workers, 
. . . Basically draws very small crowds. 


but mainly slow and inept 


Syndicates the weekly All-Star Wrestling show taped in the 
Memorial Hall every other Thursday (two shows taped). 


dark Kansas 


bouts. 

City 


TEXAS ALL-STAR WRESTLING - FolPfV 
Company name - Texas All-Star Wrestling 
Wrestling name - Texas All-Star Wrestling 
Head promoter - Fred Behrend 

Headquarters - San Antonio, Texas 
Areas promoted - Mainly Southern Texas 
Champions as of 8/1/86: 

USA heavyweight - A1 Madril 

USA jr. heavyweight - Tommy Wright 

Gilley's television - Billy Joe Travis 

USA tag team - King Parsons & Tiger Canway Jr. 

USA 6-man tag team - John Boyd Sc The Sheeps 

Booker - John Boyd 

Leading babyfaces - Scott Casey, King Parsons v 

Leading heels - John Boyd, A1 Madril 

Small promotion with heavy emphasis on blood. . . Runs mainly in Southern 
Texas which is a dead wrestling araa. ... Evolved after the demise of 
Joe lanchard's Southwest Championship Wrestling. 

Work rate isn't bad but generally the wrestlers aren't very good. . . 

Lots of inexperience and promoting guys who aren't ready yet. . . Emphasis 
also on violence. 


Syn icj tes USA All-Star throughout -Texas and into other markets. . , Taped 
every other Friday (two shows taped) at Gilley's Arena in Pasadena, Texas. 


BIG-TIME WRESTLING 

Company name - Don Owen promotions 

Wrestling name - Big Time Wrestling/National Wrestling Alliance 

Head promoter - Don Owen 

Headquarters - Portland, Oregon 

Areas promoted - Oregon and Washington 

Champions as of /l/86» 

Northwest heavyweight - Cocoa Samoa 

Northwest tag team - Ricky Santana & Brady Boone 

Booker - Rick Oliver (Rip Oliver) 

Leading babyfaces - Cocoa Samoa 
Laading heels - Rip Oliver 

Another small promotion which is basically dying. . . Formerly a good 
grooming grounds for talent, but has been left to rot away. . . Run by 
Don Owen, 72, who has promoted wrestling for 60 years. . . Very much 
outdated promotion. . . Wrestlers earn $250 to $350 per week. 

Very slow work with long matches and poor wrestlesrs. . . Simply can't 
compete against the promotions of today. 

Tapes two shows weekly on Saturday night's in Portland. The local show 
is called Portland Wrestling and the syndicated show aired in Washington 
is called Big-Time Wrestling. 


WRESTLING IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


JAPAN 

There are four wrestling groups in Japan. . . The two main men's groups are 
Pro Wrestling, run by Shohei "Giant" Baba and New Japan Pro 
Wrestling run by Antonio Inoki and booker Seiji Sakagachi. . . Both groqsrps 
are long standing and have network TV contracts worth more than $1 million 
per year. . . Tickets to matches in Japan can go as high as $60 for ringside 
• • • Acknowledged to have, by far, the best wrestling in the world and 
the best trained wrestlers. . . Other two promotions are both women wrestling 
promotions. . . All Japan is a member of the National Wrestling Alliance and 
the American Wrestling Association. . . New Japan is a member of the World 
Class Wrestling Association, or actually is affiliated with it. . . New Japan 

f e s CO To 1 |h' n a W °a rld > e ^" P i 0 "%i n ^ division (Inoki). jr. heavyweight 

\"" ) an< ^ team (Tatsumi Fu^maSi 4 Kengo Kimura). . , All 

Japan recognizes as Pacific Federation champ (Rtfci Choshu), International 
chaag) (Jumbo Tsunuta), United National (Oenichiro l.nryu). International 
junior heavyweight fBaito), World tag team (Ted DiBiase 4 Stan HanBen) 
and International tag team (Riki Choshu & Yoshiaki Yatsu). 
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Top American stars like Stan Hansen and the Road Warriors can earn $10,000 
per week on tours and Bruiser Brody has earned as much as $27,000 per week 
for Japanese tours. . . The Japanese wrestlers themselves don't earn nearly 
that much except for a few main events who earn six-figure salaries. 


11 










MEXICO 


«* 


% 


wSIS^I r0m0tt S nS «“ th ? f the 1>order - specializing in high-living 
going 1 for*$3 1S chea P„ snter taini"ent iith ringside seats 

City*draws^huge crowds Sr its ieekfy slllt 1 *™ "dos IT* 3 '-' ' Mexic ° 
as World champion in the heawvweleh/divi^fAn*° ar ? s re cogmz e d 

champs in several lighter wfilhtilasfes" 6y alS ° haVe WorlS 

PUERTO RICO 

the Carribean tour. heels. . . s a n Juan is the leading city on 


EUROPE 

afDyiami?f 1 “d: BiuJ Etbinfo”?*Svey^oylmUh^nl ^"fdam! ” en 
is a ge°Sra S ??rpoc n ?. POrtUgal haVa alS ° regular Mt0h68 , hswever ths quality 










I 


"GZ _Z^N " (6-0, 220) 

Real name - Chris Adams 

Age - 31 (bam 2J)d/$s) 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Stratford-on-Avon, 

England (now lives in Highland 
Park, Texas) 

Promotional affiliation - Mid 
South Sports 

Other ring names - Masked Avenger 

A former national judo champion in 
his native England. . . Started pro 
wrestling in 1978 under the name 
"Judo” Chris Attains. . . Brother of 
Neal Adams, silver medalist in 
judo, representing Great Britain 
in the 1984 Olympic games in Los 
Angeles. . . First came to North 

America in 1980 through Stu Hart's 
Stampede Wrestling promotion in 
Western Canada. . . Wrestled in 
several smaller promotions on the 
West Coast plus in Mexico before 
hitting it big in the Dallas area 
in 1983 . • • His athletic ability 
and good looks made him a favorite 
of the large female audience that 
attended wrestling in the Dallas 
area. . . Turned villain in 1984 
and feuded with the /on Erichs, 
teaming with the late Gino Hernandez 
as "The Dynamic Duo." . . . Lost 
his hair at the Cotton Bowl in 
October, 1985 before 26,000 fans 
in a match where he and Hernandez 
wrestled Kevin and Kerry Von Erich. 

. . Switched to a babyface again 
in 1936. . . Currently wrestles with 
a patch over his eye as he is 
billed as being blinded in an early 
1986 match with Hernandez. 

Actually wrestled in Japan, with 
perfect vision, as the World Class 
promotion announced he'd been blinded 
for life originally. . . Rated No. 

11 in the world in 1985 . 

Adams has always displayed good 
athletic ability in the ring. 

He peaked at the end of 1984 and 
the early part of 1985 where his 
overall timing, balance and deadly 
"superkick" made him rated as one 
of the best workers in the world. 

. . . Got very stale in late 1985 
and his work has dropped considerably 
. . . No longer among the top workers 

although still has the ability. . . 

His career is currently at a 
standstill and probably will remain 
so until he gets out of the Texas 
area. 

BRIAN ADIAS (6-0, 215) 

Real name - Brian Gower 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Arlington, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Brian Adidas 

Former Southland Conference shot 
put champion from the University 
of Texas at Arlington. . . Billed 
as the best friend of Kerry Von 
Erich which makes him popular in 
Texas. . . Turned pro in 1982. . . 

Mainly a lower part of the card 


performer. 

Adias showed promise of being a good 
wrestler a few years back while 
working for Crockett promotions. . . 

Is extremely lazy in the ring which 
makes him a below average performer. 

. . . Decent athletic ability. . . 
Average on interviews. . . Has 
potential to be good but probably 
would have to leave Texas to rid 
himself of his lazy streak. 

"ADORABLE” ADRIAN ADONIS (6-1, 305) 

Real name - Keith Franke 
Age - 33 (born 9/15/53) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Buffalo, New York (now 
Lives in Bakersfield, California) 
Other ring names - Keith Franks, 
"Gorgeous" Keith Franks 

Former high school wrestler who 
turned pro in British Columbia in 
late 1974 after a Canadian Football 
League try-out. . . Was fairly 
successful for a newcomer as Keith 
Franks. . . Became Adrian Adonis in 
1978 while working in West Texas. . . 
Held several regional titles under 
both the Adonis and Franks name. . . 

Has had weight problems (weight has 
fluctuated from 220 to 315) during 
his career. . . First big break came 
in the AWA when he and Jesse Ventura 
formed "The East-West Connection," 
holding the AWA tag team title for 
about one year. . . Adonis carried the 
team inside the ring to make up for 
the poor Ventura, who was used because 
he was strong on interviews. . . Made 
a big hit in both the WWF and in Japan 
in 1982, gaining world-wide recogni¬ 
tion as one of the best workers around. 
. . . Began teaming with Dick Murdoch 

in 1982 in Japan. . . Vince McMahon, 

Sr. spotted the duo while teaming in 
Japan in late 1983 and signed them to 
the WWF. . . Adonis & Murdoch won the 
WWF tag belt s from Rocky Johnson & 

Tony Atlas in the spring and held them 
until Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo 
downed them in early 1985- • • With 
his career faltering in 1986 due to 
weight problems, took on a gay routine 
and became "Adorable" Adrian Adonis, 
complete with bleached hair, pink 
ribbons and occasionally wrestling in 
a dress. . . Rated No. 3 in ‘the World 
in 1983 and No. 14 in 1984, but fell 
out of the top 75 i n 1985* 

Adonis was formei#Ly rated one of the 
best workers around. . . He had 
amazing agility, especially consi¬ 
dering his bodyweight and rotund 
appearence. . . Excess weight led to 

a lack of stamina by 1985 thus his 
work fell off. . . Still capable of 

doing great work and does many unique 
bumps during a match. 

SIVA AFI (5-9. 19*0 

Real name - Max Taogaga 

Age - 33 (born 4/28/53) 

Years pro - 13 

Hometown - New Zealand (now lives in 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Jimmy Afi. Superflji 
^ * ri . Tne Samoan, The Superfly 
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in North America in 19?8. . . Although 
well-muscled, his lack of actual size 
and weight has kept him from any real 
success although promoters have tried 
to give him Jimmy Snuka-like appeal. . 
Was wrestling in Hawaii when the WWF 
brought him in in early 1986 billing 
him as The Superfly from the Fiji 
Islands, cousin of Snuka. . . He was 
a rapid flop in the role and later 
went back to being called Siva Afi 
from Samoa, and was made into a; 
preliminary wrestler. . . Not really 
related to Snuka. . .Was originally 
trained by the later Peter Maivia. 

Although he has a good body, Afi has 
never been a strong performer inside 
the ring. . . He can do a few flying 
moves, but not very impressive. 



Pero Aguayo 


PERO AGUAYO (5-8, 185) 

Real name - {),?*. {VUc, ParMfc* £a-rmo , ‘ ve *' 

Age - 40 
Years pro - 1? 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association (Mexico) 

Other ring names - None 

One of the leading stars in Mexico 
for the last decade. . . Has held 
versions of the World title in 
the Middleweight and Light heavyweight 
category on-and-off since 1978. . . 

In Spanish, Pero Aguayo means “Mad Dog. 
. . . Has worked main events in 
Southern California and a few times 
in Texas, but has mainly confined his 
career to Mexico duel to his ;size» r . 
Made many Japanese tours beginning 
in 1979. feuding mainly with El Gran 
Hamada. 

Aguayo is one of the best workers 
ever to come out of Mexico. . . He's 
not large, strong, or even very agile. 
He simply works his butt off and 


because of that is one of the most 
! popular and well-respected wrestlers 
in Mexico. 

* ELIJAH AKEEM (6-5*. 

Real name - Leroy Rochester 
Age - 35 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Chicago, Illinois 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Bad Bad Leroy Brown, 
Muhammad Jabbar, Elijah Akeem 
Ambulakila, The Zambuie Express #1 

Started wrestling in 1975 in Texas 
under the name "Bad Bad Leroy Brown," 
billed from the South Side of Chicago, 
proclaiming himself as the character 
from the popular song of the same name 
by the late Jim Croce. . . Was the 
first of the modern-day wrestlers to 
use entrance music, unwillingly starting 
a fad which blossomed nearly a decade 
later. . . Changed his gimmick in 1984 
to being a Muslim militant as part of 
the Zambuie Express tag team (with the 
former Ray Candy). Was billed as Elijah 
Akeem Ambulakila, but the latter name 
was dropped when he himself couldn't 
get the hang of pronouncing it. . . 

Has wrestled very little in 1985 and 
1986. . . Achieved some success, both 
as a babyface and heel as Leroy Brown 
because of his size and being a fearsome 
appearing black. . . Played semi-pro bal! 

Akeem was always noted as being a 
poor worker in the ring. . . Short on 
both ability and stamina, but he was 
big and black so he got over in several 
areas as a heel. 

BADNEWS ALLEN (6-0. 2^0) 

Real name - Allen Coage 

Age - 39 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Plainfield, New Jersey 
Promotional affiliation - Xnkwbo^t 

UrtS-f/fny 

Other ring names - "Buffalo" Allen 
Co age 

The six-time former AAU national 
heavyweight judo champion (1971-76) 
capped off his career by being the 
first U.S. judoka to win a medal as 
a heavyweight in the Olympic games, 
taking a bronze medal in 1976. . . 

Was known in judo circles as "Buffalo" 
Allen Coage and was B a d News even then. 

. . .Trained in Japan for wrestling by 
Antonio Inoki and made his pro mat 
debut in Japan on 10/23/77. • . Started 
as the tag team partner of 1976 judo 
gold medalist Wilhelm Ruska of the 
Netherlands, who flopped on the pro 
mat. . . Despite his nasty villain 
persona, great athletic ability 
„ and strong work rate, has never made 
it big on a major U.S. circuit. . , in 
recent years has,wrestled almost 
exclusively in J4pan, Western Canada 
and Mexico. . . W a s the leading villain 
in Western Canada for several years. . . 
American promoters have shied away 
from him because he's developed a 
reputation for being uncontrollable 
as he's gotten into several brawls 
with fans. 
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tills himself from Harlem, 
New York, complete with his "Black 
Power" glove reminiscent of 1968 
track Clympians John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith. . . He used to do 
interviews with a white woman on 
each arm, which infuriated many 
fans. . . Was rated No. 40 in the 
world in 1984. 


Allen wrestles mainly a hard, 
brawlirig style. Although his 
background is in judo, he shows 
no judo moves. . . Because he 
is in great condition, he rarely 
rests in the ring. . . Able to 
come across tough and militantly 
on interviews, but sometimes 
stumbles on words. . . Known 
within the profession as a "tough 


ARN ANDERSON (6-l|, 238) 

Reai name - Marty Lunde 
Age - 29 (born 9/20/5') 

Years pro - 5 
Hometown - Rome, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Marty Lunde 


Turned pro in 1982 under his real 
name, but after working less than 
a year jas a prelim jobber, was 
given the name Arn Anderson due 
to his incredible r.esemblance to 
Ole Anderson. . . In 1983 was 

billed as Anderson's nephew, and 
at other times has been billed 
as Anderson's brother and first 
cousin, although there is no 
genuine relationship. . . Has also 
been billed as the first cousin 
of Ric Flair, although there is 
no truth to that hype, either. 

. . . As one of the "Four Horseman" 

of Jim Crockett Promotions, is 


Left: Badnews 
Allen pounds on 
El Canek in Mexico. 
Above: Allen with 
his "Black Power" 
glove 


one of the leading heels in wrestling. 

Anderson is big, strong and solid 
looking plus displays ring savvy far 
beyond his years. . . Not spectacular 
in the ring but knows what he's doing. 
. . . Comes off as a great bully on 
interviews. 


OLE ANDERSON (6-0, 245) 

Real name - A1 Rogowski 
Age - 44 
Years pro - 21 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - Rock Rogowski 

Began wrestling in 1966 after a stint 
in the service under the name Rock 
Rogowski. . . Wrestled mainly in the 
Omaha, Neb. area until going to the 
Carolinas in 1970 as Ole Anderson, 
the brother of veteran heel Gene 
Anderson. . . The Anderson "brothers” 

were better known as The Minnesota 
Wrecking Crew and were a main event 
villain duo until Gene Anderson's 
health eventually forced him out of 
the ring. . . Has been a sinister 
heel for most of his career, which 
was mainly in the Carolinas , Georgia 
and a few brief stinits in Florida. . 
His feud with Dusty Rhodes is one 
of the longest and most productive 
in the history of the mat game. . . 

Had two stints in the 1980s as a 
babyface teaming with former foes, 
but is far more effective the other 
way. . . Had a bitter feud with Tommy 
Rich, stemming from his cutting Rich's 
hair in 1980. . . Has held the NWA 
World tag team title many times with 
Gene Anderson and also once with Stan 
Hansen. Held the National tag title 
in Georgia with Ivan Koloff and with 
Arn Anderson. . . Headed the now 
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defunct Georgia Championship ■ 
Wrestling office from 1982 
until the other stockholders 
sold out from under him to Vince 
McMahon, Jr. of Titan Sports 
in a bitter behind-the-scenes 
move which gave Titan the wrestliing 
slot on WTBS from mid-1984 through 
early 1985* • • Started up his 
own Championship Wrestling from 
Georgia company almost immediate¬ 
ly after the Titan takeover, 
but through disorganization and 
inept promotion, eventually gave 
way to Jim Crockett Promotions 
which now controls the WTBS time 
slot. . . Although he's always 
been a very effective and easily- 
hated bully-type heel, he was 
inept at running a wrestling 
company. 

Anderson can wrestle a solid 
match relying mainly on bulling 
and controlling a foe on the 
mat. . . Although that style 
is more legitimate than most of 
what is displayed in the pro 
ring, it isn’t in vogue and his 
matches are often boring to the 
casual fan. . . However his 

strong interviews and long 
history of being a lead heel 
have kept him as a top-name. 

ANDRE THE GIANT (6-10|, 520) 

Real name - Andre Rousimoff 
Age - 40 (born 5/19/46) 

Years pro - 22 

Hometown - Grenoble, France 

(now lives in Ellerbe, North 
Carolina) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports (note* Andre is not 
under contract to Titan so does 
on rare occasion work for 
other promotions without Titan’s 
consent) 

Other ring names - Jean Ferre, The 
French Giant, Andre Rousimoff, 
The Giant, Monster Eiffel Tower, 
Monster Rousimoff/£•(**-*■ rrwhr*«. 

Tried his hand at several sports 
before having his first pro match 
in France during late 1964. . . 

A tall, skinny young man who 
used to attempt drop kicks and 
the like. . . Has always been 
a main eventer because 
of his size. . . Was 
firstt "discovered” 
in 1968 by Japanese 
promoter Isao Yoshi- 
hara and made his 
first Japan tour in 
January, 1969 as 
a 7-0, 242 pounder. 

. . . AWA promoter 
Verne Gagne first 
spotted Andre in 
Japan and tried to 
convince him to 
become a boxer. . . 

Although still 
inexperienced and 
a poor performer, 
he got over big in 
Montreal using the 
name Jean Ferre 
in 1971. . . With 


Vince McMahon, Sr. as his booking 
agent and Frank Valois as his 
traveling manager, started touring 
throughout North America in 1973 
and became the biggest box office 
attraction in the game. . . His 

earnings were in the $400,000 range 
annually during the mid-'T'O'.s as he 
became a globe-trotting attraction, 
never staying in one place very long. 

. . . Sometimes billed as undefeated, 

but has dropped matches during his 
career to Antonio Inoki, Seiji 
Sakaguchi, Andy Robins, El Canek, 

The Sheik, Don Leo Jonathan, Killer 
Kowalski , JCimala, Jerry Lawler, Shozo 
Kobayashi and Karl Gotch. . .His 
gate appeal gradually wore off as 
his weight increased. . . His matches, 

as a rule, were poor and one-sided. . 
Andre's legendary fondness for al¬ 
cohol caused his weight to balloon 
past 500 pounds (he was a well- 
conditioned 330 - 3 ^ pounder during 
his peak years where he was billed 
as 7-5, 425 pounds). . . Suffers from 
acromegaly, a disease which causes 
an over-secretion of growth horome 
which caused his strange features 
including an overly large head, large 
hands and feet and relatively short 
legs for one so tall. • . Suffered 
a broken ankle during an early 1981 
match against Killer Khan. . . Has 
never been the same since. . . Mainly 
wrestles in feud matches now against 
other nearly-as-large men which are 
some of the worst bouts around. . . 

Although a poor performer, he’s still 
a dangerous man when riled because of 
his size. 

Andre’s genuine wrestling skills were 
always limited. But he was fairly 
competent during his peak. . . He 
is among the poorest active performers 
and his drawing power isn't nearly 
what it once was, but because of 
his size, still is an attraction. . . 
Has almost always wrestled as a 
babyface in North America, but 
has always been a heel in Japan. . . 

Is far better in his Japanese role, 
however poor conditioning has made it 
so he is a poor performer there as 
well. 
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TED ARCEDI (5-10*, 285) 

Real name - Ted Arcedi 
Age — 28 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Boston, Massachusetts 



Other ring names - none 


Perhaps the strongest man in the 
world having done a 705 pound bench 
press in the World powerlifting 
championships. Although it was 
the most weight ever bench pressed 
in competition, it isn’t recog¬ 
nized as the world record because 
Arcedi refused to submit to steroid 
testing. . . Is said to have done 
a 750 pound bench press in the 
gym. . . Made pro debut late in 
1985. • . Works for the WWF and 
is in the developmental stage of 
his career. 

Arcedi's athletic background 
apparently was limited to lifting 
weights because his ability in 
the ring is nil. . . Still very 
green so can't do much in the 
ring. , . Wrestles mainly prelims 

and is kept protected. 

BOB ARMSTRONG (5-11. 210) 

Real ns|me - Robert James 
Age - **9 
Years pro - 20 

Hometown - Marietta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Con- 
tinenal Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - The Bullet 

A former fireman in his hometown 
of Marietta, Georgia. . . Worked 
as both a wrestler and a fireman 
in his first few years as a pro 
thus was dubbed "The Fighting 
Fireman." . . Was a martial arts 
instructor in the marine corps. . . 
Currently runs the Continental 
Wrestling booking office which 
promotes in Alabama and parts of 
Tennessee, Mississippi and the 
Gulf Coast of Florida. . . Has 
three sons working for him in 
the promotion. . , Has spent his 
entire career working the 
Southern circuits. . . Although 
he's had stints as a heel, has 
mainly been a babyface. . . First 
gained fame in the early 1970s 
while competing im Florida and 
Georgia. . . Nearly died in a 
January, 1984 weightlifting 
accident when several hundred 
pounds came crashing on his face. 

. . . After many skin grafts 

and plastic surgery, eventually 
returned to active wrestling but 
has never been the same. 

Armstrong has, and still continues 
to have a strong interview style 
consisting of rhyming Southern 
jive. , . His work in the ring 
was never considered very good, 
but was at least adequate. . . 

Age and the injuries have taken 
their toll and he's just terrible. 

BRAD ARMSTRONG (5-11 . _220)_ 

Real name - Brad James 
Age - 24 


Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Marietta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Continental 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

One of the most underrated wrestlers in 
the business. . . Made pro debut as 
a 185-pound teenager and was voted 
rookie of the year in 1981. . . Started 
out in a father-son tag team with 
father Bob Armstrong and held several 
tag team titles as a rookie in Georgia 
and Alabama. . . Showed much improve¬ 
ment throughout his career. . . Will 
probably be among the biggest stars in 
the South through the late 1980s. . . 
Rated No. 39 in the world in 1985. 

Perhaps Armstrong’s biggest handicaps 
are his wrestling father and the fact 
his early matches were shown on WTBS 
which made him out to be a shy daddy's 
boy. . . The shyness on interviews have 
held him back, although his recent 
interviews have shown much improvement 
. . . His national rep isn't what it 
should be because of the territory he 
works in. . Popular with girl fans 
. . . Strong worke r. 

SCOTT ARM STRONG (5-10. 165) 

Real name - Scott Janies 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Marietta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Continental 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Another wrestling son of Bob Armstrong 
. . .Has worked mainly in Alabama 
where his father promotes. . . Lacks 
greatly in size and also in talent. . . 
Gets some push because of his father 
as promoter. . . Probably will never 
make it on a major circuit because of 
his size. 

All size aside, Armstrong works hard 
but doesn't have much in the way of 
ability. . . His interviews aren't bad, 
however. They are like a junior 
version of his father. 

STEVE ARMSTRONG (6-1, 215) 

Real name - Steve James 
Age - 20 
Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Marietta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Continental 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

The youngest wrestling son of Bob 
Armstrong made his pro debut late in 
1984. • • Is popular with the girls 
in his home area. . . Aside from a 
short stint in Memphis, hasn't ventured 
out of his father's territory. 

Although green and still learning the 
game, Armstrong is a hard worker and 
shows good potential. . . He's probably 
near the level Brad was at the same 
stage of his career. . Has some 
size but unlike the rest of his family, 
still shows shyness and weakness on 
interviews. 

TONY ATLAS (6-2, 245) 

Real name - Tony White 
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Age - 30 
Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Roanoke, Virginia 
Promotional affiliation - 
World Class Chanroionship 
Other ring names - Black Atlas 

Held a minor version of the Mr. 

USA bodybuilding title in 198I 
. . . Made a big hit after his 
pro debut in 1977 with his stunning 
strength, great muscularity and 
surprisingly good agility. . . 

Was discovered by George Scott 
when he saw a newspaper photo 
of the young man training to be 
an Olympic weightlifter for a 
short time yet could already 
clean and jerk in excess of 400 
pounds. . . One-time Virginia 
State record holder in the bench 
press with a 540 pound lift at 
242 pounds. . . Has won several 
bodybuilding championships, although 
most were controversial due to 
his lack of leg development. . . 
Turned into an international 
star 1980-82 through his exposure 
on WTBS and his shockingly good 
upper body. . , Seemed to sour on 
the profession and combined with 
health problems, has quit several 
times. . . Has mainly worked for 
Titan Sports the past few years and 
was a major name and never had to 
do jobs for a long time. . . Held 
the WWF tag title from late 1983 to 
early 1984 with partner Rocky 
Johnson, winning from The Wild 
Samoans and losing to Adrian 
Adonis and Dick Murdoch. . . 

Quit the WWF for the AWA shortly 
after losing the title, but it 
was only a few months before he 
returned. . . Has worked mainly in 
prelims as a jobber for the guys 
he often used to beat since his 
return. . . During his prime was 
a leading contender for NWA champ 
Harley Race. 

Atlas was never a great wrestler 
even though he held the Virginia 
State high school championship as 
a heavyweight his senior year. . . 
However he displayed good agility 
and in the days before an entire 
federation overdosed on steroids, 
his physique was unique which made 
him a drawing card. . . Lots of 
problems.within the business have 
caused him to have a bitter attitude 
and he fell from the top remarkably 
fast. . . Simply is a poor worker 
and has been for several years now. 


HERCULES AYALA /e.n 

pa >»«• - fcv'i far 0 ’ 

Age - 38 ' 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - San Juab. Puerto Rico 


Promotional affiliation - Capitol 
Sports 

Other ring names - Wild Bull Ayala 


A veteran performer who has been 
a decent drawing card and raiddle-to- 
upper card performer in the 
Carribean circuit. . . His North 
American appearences have been 
limited to minor circuits such as 


those in Southern Texas and in 
Western Canada. • . Held a version 
of the World title in South Africa 
in 1984. 

Ayala is a slightly-below-average 
performer. He’s mainly been a heel, 
although has considerable babyface 
experience as well. . . Because his 
knowledge of English is limited, 
he's never been pushed in North 
America except in the idealistic 
Calgary circuit. 

GIANT BABA ( 6 - 8 , 270) 

Real name - Shohei Baba 
Age - 48 (born 1 / 23 / 38 ) 

Years pro - 27 
Hometown - Niigata, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Shohei Baba, 

Baba the Giant 

One of the most famous sports figures 
in the history of Japanese athletics 
. . . Currently is the owner of the 
All Japan wrestling promotion. . . 
Although not retired, has stepped 
out of the main event spotlight 
after being one of Japan’s two 
leading wrestling names for more than 
two decades. . . Was originally a 
pitcher in the Yomiuri (Tokyo) 

Giants farm system, reaching the 
equivalent of American AAA ball. . . 
Because of his height ( 6-9 in his 
youth)., was a giant to the relatively 
small in stature Japanese populace 
... . Known for years as "The Gentle 
Giant”. . . Discovered by legendary 
Japanese wrestler Rikidozan and 
made his pro wrestling debut in 
April, i 960 . . . Spent most of his 
early years competing in the United 
States, as a sinister oriental giant 
billed as 7-3 in height and 400 
pounds. . . Has a strange physique, 
completely devoid of muscle yet 
having a huge frame, but tiny 
joints. . . Held the NWA World 
heavyweight title on three occasions, 
all for periods of approximately 
one week. . . First won the title 
on December 2 , 1974 from Jack Brisco 
but lost it seven days later back. . , 
Repeated the process in both 1980 
and 1981 with Harley Race. . . After 
wrestling in Japan nearly died after 
the mob-style slaying of its greatest 
hero, Rikidozan, it was Baba's 
popularity which aided in the 
rebuilding process. . , Baba defeated 
virtually every big-name American 
as Japan's International champion 
from late 1965 through his steppirK 
out of the spotlight in 1984 . . . 

Very well respected as a promoter, 
running perhaps the finest wrestling 
operation in the world. . . Although 
he appears fragile, he is a true 
"Iron Man" having wrestled at one 
point more than 3.000 consecutive 
matches without missing a booked show 
due to an injury. 

Baba's.popularity stemmed mainly 
from his size. . . Even in his youth, 
when he used to stun foes with a 
giant dropkick, he was still on 
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BOB BACKLUND VS. LARRY ZBYSZKO 

Among the wrestlers, Backlund was 
known for his incredible strength 
and stamina, although many also felt 
he didn't know how to properly work 
a match. Still, when Backlund would 
wrestle, most of the wrestlers would 
get out of the dressing room add watch 
in amazement. . . Backlund finally 
won the WWF crown from "Superstar" 
Billy Graham on February 20, 1978 in 
Madison Square Garden (Graham was 
the interim heel replacement of Bruno 
Sammartino). . . For the next few 
years, everything was rosy with 
Backlund earning $250 ,000 
annually, drawing big crowds for 
title defenses everywhere and 
generally pleasing fans with his 
combination of awesome strength and 
superior technique. . . Things 
started to change around 1981-82. . . 
Backlund's star was beginning to 
burn out. Fans were tiring of the 
almost-too-nice (Backlund's public 
persona of being a good guy and 
aqueaky clean image was no work, it 
was his real-life personality) holier- 
than-thou champion. More and more, 
fans began rooting for the villains 
and rooting against Backlund became 
the thing to do. . . At the same 
time, Backlund's image went further- 
and-further, giving up weightlifting 
for endurance training, so his 
physique went down and fans couldn't 
believe him beating giant-sized 


the slow side and displayed 
few moves. . . Because the 
caliber of Japanese wrestlers 
wasn't nearly what it is today, 
his faults went unnoticed. . . 
Is now almost a comic book 
figure as the oversized, 
muscle-less slow-moving and 
ancient figure in the ring 
. . . Because of his body, 

Baba lacks in visual cred¬ 
ibility but within the 
profession he is respected 
due to his surprising dura¬ 
bility and honesty as a 
promoter. . . He also works 
to his utmost ability although 
nowadays it is virtually 
impossible to have a singles 
match with him. . . He mostly 
works middle-of-the-cards in 
six-man tags so he never has 
to spend more than 30-45 second 
in the ring at a time. 


BOB BACKLUND (6-1, 218) 

Real name - Robert Backlund 
Age - 36 
Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Princeton, Minnesota 
(now lives in Glastonbury, 
Connecticut) 

Promotional affiliation - none 
Other ring names - none 


One of the strangest rags-to- 
riches and back-to-rags stories 
in pro wrestling history. . . 

Backlund was an oustanding 
collegiate athlete, winning 
the NCAA Division II national 
title in 1971 in 191 pounds 
while attending North Dakota 
State. . . He was also a 
Division II All-American line¬ 
backer on the football field that 
same year. . . Was a collegiate 
teammate of current pro wrestler 
and former Olympian Brad Rheingans 
. . . \^as first trained by Eddie 

Sharked after playing some semi- 
pro football. . . Later was trained 
by The Funk Brothers in Amarillo, 
Texas and made his pro debut in 
1973. . . Worked the smaller 
circuits for a few years but 
was earmarked for stardom from 
the beginning due to his impressive 
athletic background. . . First big 
break came on April 23 , 1976 when 
he won the Missouri State title 
from former World champ Harley 
Race. . . From that point on it 
seemed he was destined for the 
NWA World title. . . A few. .■ 
months later, Vince McMahon, Sr. 
who headed the WWF, called then- 
NWA president Sam Muchnick, the 
St. Louis promoter (in a day when 
the different federations prac¬ 
ticed peaceful co-existence) for 
advice on who to pick for his next 
champion. McEvlahon wanted an All- 
American anglo type after years of 
main eventing Madison Square Garden 
with ethnic champs Pedro morales and 
Bruno Sammartino. Muchnick suggested 
Backlund and the grooming-for- 
stardom process continued. . . 
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steroid-monsters like Hulk Hogan 
and John Studd (though almost 
everyone in wrestling universally 
agrees in any legitimate contest 
he'd have handled them with even 
more ease than he did in the pro 
ring). . . Crowds started to fall 
as the predictability of Backlund 
always winning and his lack of 
color grew on fans' nerves. . . 
Finally, with McMahon, Sr. in ill 
health, he turned the promotion 
over to his son. . . The son wanted 
Hulk Hogan and McMahon Sr. signed 
Hulk while on tour of Japan, with 
the promise he’d hold the WWF 
title as soon as possible. . . On 
the very next Madison Square Garden 
show on December 26, 1983 , Backlund 
lost to the Iron Sheik although it 
was done, with Backlund's manager 
throwing in the towel, in a way to 
save face for Backlund. . . The 
younger McMahon kept Backlund 
around, but kept him mainly in 
prelim matches where he often was 
booed more than his villainous 
foes. . . Finally in August, 1984, 
McMahon gave Backlund an ultimatum, 
either bleach your hair and turn 
villain or you're fired. Backlund 
refused to change his image and was 
fired. . . He did some work for the 
AWA and some independent groups 
for the next year, but was no longer 
marketable and quit the business. .. 
Backlund now works in public 
relations for a petroleum company 
in Connecticut and is the assistant 
wrestling coach (volunteer position) 
it Central Connecticut College. . . 
Has repeatedly challenged Hulk 
Hogan, but those within wrestling 
realize there is no chance of that 
ever happening. 

As mentioned, Backlund was an 
amazing performer for most of 
his title reign. . . He never 
learned to brawl convincingly 
and didn't pick up the many pro 
nuances. . . Toward the end of 
his career and title reign most 
of his matches were poor because 
the style of wre stling was changing 
from matwork, which Bob was schooled 
in, to acrobatics and high spots, 
which he wasn't. . . Backlund's 

interviews, while poor, were 
effective for many years because 
they were a quiet contrast to 
his peers. Fans got tired of them 
as well. . . A lot of people blame 
promoters and the like for Back- 
lund's plight, but simply his 
problem was times were changing in 
one direction at the same time 
Backlund was changing in an 
opposite direction. . . Backlund 
placed second in the Wrestling 
Observer most overrrated poll in 
1982 and first in 1983. 

KONGA THE BARBARIAN (6-3, 275) 

Real name - John Fuvoulo 
Age - 30 
Years pro - 6 

Hometown- San Francisco, California 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - King Konga, 


The Barbarian, Tonga John 

Although from San Francisco, the 
Barbarian's ancestry is from Tonga, 
an island in the South Pacific. . . 
His first taste of sports came in 
1975 when he trained in Japan to 
be a sumo wrestler. . . He returned 
to the States and was trained by 
Red Bastien, then made his pro mat 
debut in 1980 as Tonga John. . . 

Worked around the country in prelims 
under that name until Jerry Jarrett 
brought him into Memphis, gave him 
a Road-Warrior style mohawk haircut 
and face point, dubbing him King 
Konga. . . Did some main eventing 
both there and in Puerto Rico 
before winding up as The Barbarian 
for Jim Crockett Promotions in early 
1985. • . Managed by Paul Jones. . . 
Big and powerful and is improving in 
the ring. 

Barbarian is impressive with some of 
his moves like diving head-butts 
and press-slams, but is still pretty 
poor at putting a match together. . . 
Because of his Barbarian image, he 
doesn't do interviews and probably 
will have a manager the remainder of 
his career. . . Currently a middle-of- 
the card performer. * - Su’ih & \r*Gfrx 

NQRP THE BARBARIAN (6-6, 290) 

Real name - John Nord 
Age - i"7 (born IO/18/59) 

Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotion^] affiliation - 

Other ring names - John Nord, The 
Barbarian 

Made pro debut in January, 1985 as 
Big John N 0 rd in the AWA. . . With 
his size and power went to the Mid 
South (now UWF) area as The Barbarian, 
the Road Warrior-like tag team 
partner of Jake Roberts and was put 
over immediately because of his size 
. . . Walked out of Mid South a 
few months later claiming he worked 
too many days without a night off 
and turned up in the AWA with a full- 
head of hair and beard as a Bruiser 
Brody clone. . . Had a try-out with 
the USFL's New Jersey Generals. . . 
Because of his size, will be one of 
the pro mat's major performers in 
the years to come although some forsee 
him as winding up like John Studd, 
a big guy with nothing to offer once 
the bell rings. 

Nord is still very green but has 
good agility for one so large and 
can display excellent power. . . 

Could be an awesome force but right 
now isa poor performer because he 
is limitei in what he can do, appears 
to lack.stamina and has poor timing. 

. . . His interviews were first copies 
of Road Warrior Hawk while in Mid 
South, then in the AWA became a copy 
of Bruiser Brody. . . Billed as being 
trained by Brody, although his initial 
training came from Eddie Sharkey. 

. . . Played college football at Montana 
State University. 
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JESSE "BULLDOG" BARR ( 6-0. 220) 
Real name - Jesse Barr 
Age - 26 £ Vli>JC,o) 

Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Portland, Oregon 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Mr. Wrestling 
(Georgia/Ohio 1983 )* Jimmy 
Jack Funk 

Son of former pro wrestler Sandy 
Barr who now promotes wrestling 
in some small towns in Oregon. , . 
Wrestled at Portland State 
University. . . Has a strong 
Greco-Roman wrestling background 
and was considered a longshot at 
making the 1980 U.S. Olympic team 
. . . Turned pro in March, 1980 
soon after the Olympic boycott 
was announced. . . Wrestled 
mainly in prelims except for a 
brief stint as Mr. Wrestling, the 
imposter, around Atlanta. . . 

Went to Florida in 1984 under the 
tutleage of Dory Funk and was 
pushed into a main eventer. . . 

Held several regional titles in 
Florida. . . Teamed with Harley 
Race in the 1985 All Japan tag 
team tournament, tying for second 
pace. . . Was highly praised and 
looked to have a good future on 
the Japanese mats. . . Went to 
the WWF in April, 1986 as Jimmy 
Jack Funk, billed as Dory* s younger 
brother, when Terry Funk quit the 
WWF. 

Barr has great balance and is a 
strong wrestler stemming from his 
amateur days. . . Looks to have a 
strong future ahead of him. . . 
Physical presence is just average, 
however. . . Interviews are not 
above average either so has to get 
by on ring performance and getting 
the right push fnmm the promotion 
for long-term success. . . May 
become one of the top workers by 
the end of the decade. 

"COWBOY" RON BASS ( 6 - 3 , 265) 

Real name - Ron ' Herd 
Age - 38 
Years pro - 12 
Hometown - Pampa, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - Cham¬ 
pionship Wrestling from 
Florida, Inc. 

Other ring names - Outlaw Ron 
Bass 

A middle-of*the-card cowboy 
type. , . Has a brother Don 
Bass who works occasionally on 
small-time circuits under a 
variety of names. . . Has won 
regional titles mainly working 
the Southern circuits. 

Bass is an adequate performer, 
getting by as a Cowboy who uses 
gimmicks like bullrope matdhes. . . 
His interviews are okay, . . Has 

wrestled on top of cards but 
generally in areas weak on talent. 


BEN BASSARAB (5-9, 205) 

Real name - Ben Bassarab 
Age - 26 (born 3/3/60) 

Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
(now lives in Calgary, Alberta) 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - Canadian Louis 

Trained in Stu Hart‘s dungeon in 
Calgary. . . Later married on of 
Hart's daughters, making him a part 
of the largest wrestling family in 
existence. . . Bassarab has the 
following brothers-in-law in the 
business--Davey Boy Smith, Bret Hart, 
Jim Neidhart, Keith Hart, Bruce Hart 
plus father-in-law Stu Hart is his 
promoter. . . Debuted in mid- 1983 . . . 
Tries to copy the style of the 
Dynamite Kid. . . Size will keep 
him from being a major star on the 
big promotions. . . Mainly a middle-of 
the-card performer in Western 
Canada. . . Career nearly ended 
after being stabbed in a bar fight 
in 1985 but has comeback to the ring. 

Bassarab is like most of the Calgary 
wrestlers, small but very solid and 
semi-spectacular workers. . . He 
lifts weights hard, keeps his hair 
short and even wears the same outfit 
as Dynamite Kid. . . Also, like most 
in Calgary, isn't strong on interviews 

CHRIS BENOIT (5-10, 1?0) 

Real name - Chris Benoit 
Age - 19 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 

Made pro debut less than six months 
after graduating high school. . . 

A „ leading candidate for 1986 
rookie of the year. . . Small in 
stature but remarkably advanced in 
the ring for one with just six months 
experience. 

Benoit will turn into a super worker. 
... He needs to gain size, which 
may not be a problem since he's so 
X°ung, to become a major performer. . 
Held the tag team title for Stampede 

Wrestling after less than four months 
in the ring. 

BLACK BART (6-5, 285) 

Real name - Eric Harris 
Age - 31 
Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Charlotte, North Carolina 
Promotional affiliation - 

i/or I j ClfiiS C 

Other ring names - Rick "Hangman" 
Harris, Ricky Harris 

Former tag partner of Ron Bass is 
another middle-of-the-card Cowboy 
type performer. . . Worked as prelim 
Rick Harris for several years before 
getting a break and being named Black 
Bart in 1983 , Ron Bass' partner in 
Florida. . . Held a regional title 
both for the Florida group and two 
others (Mid Atlantic and National) 
for Crockett. 
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Bart is an adequate performer who 
has the size necessary to be a 
top performer but not the color. 

. . . Interviews are okay but in 
the days of huge bodybuilder types, 
just being large alone doesn't 
necessarily cut it. 

BLACKMAN (5-6£, 155) 

Real name - 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Unknown 

One of the most spectacular of the 
Mexican performers known for his 
flying dives outside the ring. . . 
Excellent speed and balance. . . 

Aside from one tour of Japan and 
Southern California, has spent his 
entire career South of the border. 

. . . Has held several national 
and world titles in lighter weight 
classes in Mexico since September,' 
1978. 

Blackman is an excellent performer 
which exceptional speed and 
acrobatic moves. . . Because of 
size, would never make it outside 
Mexico or as a prelim man in Japan 
. . . Good wrestling knowledge as 
well. 

BLADE RUNNER ROCK (6-2i, 285) 

Real name - Jim Hellwig 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Atlanta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - 
UfpVjdl CUsi y 

Other ring names - Jim Hellwig, 
part of Power Team USA and 
Freedom Fighters , Dingo Warrior 

A huge bodybuilder having won 
several contests. . Trained by 
Red Bastien and debuted in late 
1985 in Memphis. . . Went to Mid 
South in 1986 . . . Basically does 
a Road Warrior gimmick. . . Gets 
a good reaction because he's the 
most massively muscular wrestler 
in the business. 

It's too early to evaluate Rock. 

He's very green, having entered 
the business with no background 
and only three weeks training. . . 
Appears not to be fast or coordinated 
which chould slow development 
but has greht- strength and 
presence. . . Could be a future 
star but probably will never be 
a good worker. 

BLADE RUNNER STING (6-2, 250) 

Real name - Steve Borden 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Steve "Justice" 
Borden, part of Power Team USA, 
part of Freedom Fighters 

The blond-haired member of the 
team. . . A former manager of the 


famous Gold's Gym in Southern 
California- . . Left a chiropractic 
practice to become a wrestler. . . 

Not as massive as his partner but 
with the same background. 

What goes for Rock, basically goes 
for Sting. His ability started out 
pretty bad but it's not fair to 
judge due xo ms lack of experience 
and training. . . May also be a star 
of the future. • • Possibly the most 
improved wrestler of 1986. 

BRUTUS BEEFCAKE (6-2, 250) 

Real name - Edward Leslie 
Age - 29 (born 4/21/57) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - Tampa, Florida 
Promotional affilation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Ed Leslie, Eddie 
Boulder, Eddie Hogan, Dizzy Boulder, 
Dizzy Hogan, Dizzy Golden 

The answer to one of wrestling's 
hottest rumors is "No," Brutus 
Beefcake is not the brother of Hulk 
Hogan. . . The two were classmates 
at Tampa's Robinson High School, 
weightlifting partners and best 
friends (although they are no longer 
close friends) and broke into the 
business together as a brother tag 
team because they have a physical 
resemblance when Leslie bleaches his 
hair blond. . . Beefcake worked as 
Hogan's "little brother" since his 
debut in 1978 , mainly on smaller 
circuits in the South. . . Faded in- 
and-out of the business with no 
success, labeled both a head case and 
a poor worker until Hogan convinced 
the WWF to use him as the Beefcake 
character "male-stripper" than Vince 
McMahon had decided upon. . . Wrestling 
legend has it that Wayne Farris was 
the original choice to be beefdake, 
but he took ill with hepititas just 
before the character was to be 
introduced. . . Had used his real 
name on several Japanese tours where 
he had mixed success. . . Got over at 
first because of his physique and 
blond hair, but eventually fell from 
grace due to his poor work rate. . . 
Held the WWF tag team title with Greg 
Valentine from 8/24/85, winning from 
Barry Windham & Mike Rotundo, until 
4/7/86, losing to Dynamite Kid & D a vey 
Boy Smith. 

Beefcake is a poor worker, although he 
has improved from originally being 
pathetic. . . In the hot tag matches 
involving he & Valentine vs. Kid & 

Smith in 1986 , he was ordered to stay 
out of the ring most of the time 
because he.couldn't work a hot match. 

• • . Has improved on interviews, but 
still only average. . . Billed from 
San Francisco to bring aboifct sexual 
preference questions, but his act has 
been downplayed since Adrian Adonis' 
new act came to the fore. 

"CRUSHER" JERRY BLACKWELL ( 5 - 9 , 375 ) 
Real name - Jerry Blackwell 

Age - 44 (Born 4/26/42) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Stone Mountain, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - American 
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Wrestling Associatedn 
Other ring names - Sheik Ayatollah 
Jerry Blackwell, Crusher Blackwell, 
Farmer Blackwell, The Canadian 
Bumble Bee 

Probably the best fat-man ever to 
work in a pro ring. . . Billed as 
weighing 468 pounds, but topped out 
at about 420 and probably goes in 
the 375 range right now. . . In 
his prime, was able to perform 
dropkicks which amazed fans due to 
his bulk. . . Wrestled for many 
groups in the South, and even worked 
the WWF twice but didn't become a 
major name until joining the AWA 
in 1979 and has been tiiere most 
of the remainder of his career. . . 
Nearly joined the WWF in 1984 and 
was even in the building for TV 
tapes when he suddenly backed out 
. . . Wrestled as a heel most 
of his career but was turned 
babyface by the AWA in 1984. . . 

Held the AWA tag title with Ken 
Patera, dubbed as "The Sheiks" 
in 1983-84, winning from Greg 
Gagne & Jim Brunzell in St. Paul 
and losing to The Crusher & Baron 
Von Raschke (The Geritol Express) 
in Green Bay. . . Was actually 
rated in the top 50 i n the world 
through 1984. . . Due to health 
problems caused by excess weight 
and lack of stamina, career has 
fizzled of late. . . Still works 
for the AWA, but can't get licensed 
in several states because of health 
reasons. . , Nearly died of kidney 
failure and pneumonia in early 1986 
but has since returned to wrestling. 

Blackwell was an amazing worker for 
his size but has lack of mobility 
and stamina have turned him into a 
poor performer. . . Can only work 
short matches and needs a high- 
quality opponent to even have a 
decent match. . . Strong on 
interviews but the fire appears 
gone. . . Probably in the final 
stages of his career. 

B. BRIAN BLAIR (5-10£, 215) 

Real name - Brian Blair 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 13 
Hometown - Tampa, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Unknown 

Former college football player at 
the University of Louisville who 
left college for the pro ring in 
late 1973* • • Because of his 
size and lack of charisma had 
mainly been a mid-level and prelim 
wrestler throughout his career 
despite many regarding him as a 
good worker. . . Has a very good 
grasp of fundamentals. . . Part of 
a tag team called "The Killer Bees" 
in WWF and wears a bumble-bee mask 
with partner Jim Brunzell. . . The 
two don't get along well in real- 
life. . . Voted most underrated 
wrestler, in the business in 1984 
. . . Rated No. 37 that year but 
his stock has dropped considerably 


since then. . . Quit the WWF for 
several months and was given a 
big push in Florida, but the difference 
in the paycheck brought him back to 
the WWF where he’s back in the middle 
matches but making a lot more money. 

. . . Was one of the first "raids" 

by Vince McMahon, Sr. from the 

Ole Anderson-led Atlanta office 

in mid -1983 prior to the WWF expan- •= 

sion. 

Blair was a solid, efficient and 
unspectacular performer before his 
return to WWF. . . Probably realized 
all that work was needless when he 
saw his peers get by with little 
work, so his work rate has dropped 
considerably. . . Still has the tools. 

. . . Will never be a major superstar. 

TULLY BLANCHARD (5-11, 218) 

Real name - Tully Blanchard 
Age - 32 C\>o<» mVSb) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - San Antonio, Texas (now 
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

Son of former pro wrestler Joe 
Blanchard, who was an excellent 
amateur and played pro football in 
Canada. . . The younger Blanchard 
played quarterback at West Texas 
State University and was second-team 
All-Missouri Valley Conference as a 
senior in 1975. . • Ranks behind only 
former Miami Dolphins standout 
Mercury Morris on the school's • 
all-time total offense charts. . . 

Formed a tag team with partner 
Gino Hernandez dubbed "The Dynamic 
Duo." . . . Was pushed to the top 
quickly because his father was a 
wrestling promoter (president of 
the now-defunct Southwest Championship 
Wrestling based in San Antonio). . . 

Kept himself on top as the lead 
heel as the booker of the area. . . 

Left the area in 1984 to work for 
Jim Crockett and has been a leading 
heel ever since. . . Has held several 
regional titles. . . Came into his 
own in recent years and was rated No. 

25 in the world in 1985 . . . One of 
the major stars on WTBS. . .Is 
involved in many blood matches. . . 

Should be one of the game's brightest 
stars for years to come. 

Blanchard is an excellent worker. . . 

His best trait is his ability to make 
an opponent look good. . . He doesn’t 
have spectacular moves, but knows 
how to control a crowd and has a 
tremendous work rate which makes up 
for only slightly-above-average 
athletic presence and ability. . . 

His size is still a hindrance in 

main events but he's managed to 

overcome it somewhat. . . Excellent 

on interviews,.but still lacking in 

charisma. . . His greatest success 

came when teamed with valet Baby * 

Doll (Nickla Roberts) in 1985 and 

seems to have lost something since 

she turned babyface. . . Currently 

managed by J.J. Dillon. " 
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NICK BOCKWINKEL WITH LONG-TIME 
PARTNER RAY STEVENS 


NICK BOCKWINKEL (6-0, 225) 

Real name - Nicholas Warren 
Bockwinkel 

Age - 51 (born 12/6/34) 

Years pro - 29 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
(now lives in Eagan, Minnesota) 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Unknown 

One of the all-time greats in 
the mat business. . . Son of 
former pro wrestler Warren 
Bockwinkel. Also has a brother 
Dennis Bockwinkel who wrestled 
briefly and brother Bobby 
Bockwinkel who was a long-time 
referee (sometimes using the name 
Bob Warren so fans wouldn't notice 
the relationship to Bockwinkel). , 
Played football at the University 
of Oklahoma. . . Lost his scholar¬ 
ship due to a knee injury and got 
his business degree at UCLA while 
moonlighting as a wrestler. . . 

Has been in the business ever 
since. . . Without auestion is, 
for his age, the top active 
performer. . . Wrestled all over 
the country as a solid performer 
throughout the 1960s but his 
greatest success came when going 
to the AWA in 1970. . . Became the 
top heel almost immediately when 
champion Verne Gagne (in his late 
40s), who was also the promoter, 
saw Bockwinkel’s talents at making 
his foe look good. . . Bockwinkel 
remained Gagne's leading foe until 
the latter's retirement match, 
with Bockwinkel as the foe in May, 
1981. . . Bockwinkel has held the 
AWA title fov>»- times. . . He 
won if from Verne Gagne on 
November 8, 1975 and held onto it 
until July 19, 1980 when he lost 
it back in Chicago to Gagne at 
Comiskey Park. . . When Gagne 
retired in 1981, the title was 
given back to Bockwinkel who 
lost it to Austria's Otto Wanz 
in St. Paul in the early summer 
of 1982 and regained it in 
September of that year. . . Lost 
the title for good on February 
23, 1984 in Tokyo to Jumbo 
Tsuruta. . . Held the AWA tag 


team championship on four 
occasions between January 
20, 1972 and August 16, 

1975 with partner Ray 
Stevens. . . The two are 
generally credited as 
being among the finest 
teams in mat history. . . 

Spent his entire AWA tenure 
as a heel before a switch 
to babyface came in late 
1985. ■ • Probably near 
the conclusion of his career. 

Bockwinkel was always a 
first-rate worker. . . 

Again, he wasn't spec¬ 
tacular but got by with 
knowledge of what to do. 

. . . One of the most 
intelligent men in the 
profession and has for 
years been ranked amongst the tops 
on interviews. . . Although he’s 
lost a little, remains shockingly 
close to peak form and peak condition 
in his 50s, . . Still a very good 
wrestler. - - 

tc'-To f i c >, $ b - 0<rt, 

MATT BORNE (5-10, 240) 

Real name - Matthew Osborne 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Milwaukee, Oregon 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Son of Tony Borne, a veteran 
campaigner. . . Placed in the 
(Oregon state high school meet 
at 177 pounds in 1975. . . Turned 
pro in 1979 and has had a checkered 
career. . . Developed in Oregon into 
a very good worker and seemed headed 
for stardom... . Held with Ted DiBiase 
the Mid South tag team title late 
1982-early 1983. . . Can claim 
partial credit for the success of 
the Road Warriors, or at least their 
start. . . In 1983, he and partner 
Arn Anderson were the top heel tag 
team in Atlanta when Borne was 
arrested on sexual charges . with 
a minor after a match in Ohio. 

Borne was fired, and on short 
notice promoter Ole Anderson, with 
coaxing from Bill Watts, brought in 
two overly muscular meh with almost 
no experience and gave them the 
Road Warrior gimmick and they became 
an instant hit. . . Career has been 
shaky ever since. . . Has worked on 
top in Oregon, but has wound up 
fired several times due to disputes 
with the promotion. . . Hasn't been 
pushed in other areas. . . Worked as 
TV jobber "Maniac" Matt Borne for 
WWF. . . Signed with World Class in 
May, 1986. 

some is a first-rate worker who, 
with his head on straight could 
develop into a major star. . . 

Very good on interviews as well. . . 
Height could be a minor detriment 
but he seemed on his way to the top 
before personal problems destroyed 
him in 1983 and has never fully 
come back. . . Has a bad personal rep 
within the business. 
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PINO BRAVO (5-11, 245) 

Real name - Adolpho Brescino 
Age - 38 CU" IV/3/Y7) 

Years pro - 1? 

Hometown - Montreal, Quebec 
Promotional affiliation - 
Tift* £j>o r i~S> 

Other ring names - Unknown 

Currently the leading promoter and 
most popular local wrestler in 
Eastern Canada. . . A strong 
weightlif^er in his youth. . . 

Held with WWF tag team title 
with partner Louis Cerdan (better 
known as Gino Brito, Sr.) for 
six months in 1978, winning from 
Toru Tanaka & Mr. Fuji and losing 
to The Yukon Lumberjacks (Scott 
Irwin & Zarnoff LeBeouff). . . 

Was working with the WWF until 
a January, 1986 dispute. Bravo 
was to wrestle Hulk Hogan for 
the title on January 15 in Montreal 
and more than 20,000 fans sold out 
the Forum to see the match. 

However WWF officials refused to ; 
let Hogan in the ring against an 
opponent more popular than he and 
the card was changed, infuriating 
the fans. Bravo quit the group 
after that. . . His luck has gotten 
worse in 1986 and he suffered 
appendicitis in April which kept 
him out of action for several 
months. 

Bravo was a slightly-better-than 
average worker until a few years 
ago when he took control of the 
office. . . His work-rate has 
declined significantly and is on 
top because he is the promoter 
and has a strong following because 
of his French-Canadian ancestry. 

BOBO BRAZIL (6-4, 2?5) 

Real name - Houston Harris 
Age - 62 
Years pro - 33 

Hometown - Benton Harbor, Michigan 
Promotional affiliation - none 
Other ring names - None 

The first black superstar in the 
history of the business. . . 

Because of his size, was always 
promoted as a main level star. . . 

Held championships everywhere 
including several minor versions 
of the World title. . . Had a 
brief fling with the WWF in 
1984 tut hasn't worked for major 
promotions since. . . Still, 
because he needs money battles 
arthritis caused by 30 plus 
years of pounding and works for 
small independent groups. 

Brazil was the first big draw 
of the black wrestlers. . . His 
working ability was always 
categorized as well bvlow par. . . 
Nevertheless, he was on top 
everywhere he went and a wrestling 
legend before age sent his career 
to wrestling's skid-row. 

BRUISER BRODY (6-5, 280) 

Real name - Frank Goodish 
Age - 40 (!U &HV/%) 
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Years pro - 14 
Hometown - Berne, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Wrestling (Brody is one 
of the few independent contractors 
in the business) 

Other ring names - King Kong Brody, 

Frank "The Hammer" Goodish, 

Bruiser Frank Goodish, Frank 
Brody 

One of the all-time legends in pro 
wrestling. . . Played college 
football at the University of Iowa 
and West Texas State University. . . 

Was a member of the Washington 
Redskins' taxi squad in 1968 as 
a linebacker. . . Worked as both a 
sportswriter and a bouncer for several 
years before breaking into pro 
wrestling in 1973 under the name 
Frank Goodish. . . Because of his 
size and athletic ability, was given 
a reasonably big push from the 
start. . . First tagged up with Stan 
Hansen in Louisiana in 1975, winning 
the U.S. tag title. . . The Brody- 
Hansen duo is generally acknowledged 
as the best tag team of all-time. . . 

His first national break came when 
he won the Florida State title in 
late 1975 and caught the eye of 
Killer Kowalski. . . Kowalski convin¬ 
ced Vince McMahon, Sr. to bring him 
to the WWWF in early 1976, where 
McMahon gave him the name Bruiser 
Brody. At a bulked-up 305 pounds, 
he had several matches with Bruno 
Sammartino, easily outclassing the 
champ despite his lack of experience. 

. . . Is probably the most versatile 
and agile big man in pro wrestling 
history with the possible exception 
of Don Leo Jonathan. . . His next 
big break came in 1979 when Fritz 
Von Erich got him booked for a tour 
of Japan. . . Brody became an 
incredible draw in Japan, eventually 
working his way up to a $14,000 per 
week salary. . . Brody & Jimmy Snuka 
won the annual tag team tournament 
in 198I. . . In the spring of 1983 
Brody & Hansen became the first-ever 
Japanese version of the World tag 
champs winning a tournament over 
Jumbo Tsuruta & Genichiro Tenryu, 

Dory Funk & Giant Baba and Greg 
Gagne & Jim Brnnzell. . . They 
followed it by winning the annual 
December tournament in 1983- • • 

Brody also has a legendary reputation 
within the business. The man is 
a walking nightmare with the promoters 
as he's the ultimate free agent. 

Brody does what he mants, when he 
wants to and under no circumstances 
does he ever lose a match. He also 
has a well-known reputation for 
missing booked dates. . . Neverthe¬ 
less, because of his potential 
drawing power and reputations, many 
promoters will still put up with his 
antics. . . In March, 1985, Brody 
jumped from Giant Baba's All Japan 
promotion to Antonio Inoki’s New * 

Japan group, which was front-page 
news in Japan. . . Brody's association 
with Inoki was short-lived, however, 
because of a financial dispute. . . 

Voted Best Brawler in the Wrestling 
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Above s Bruiser Brocfy with sometime 
tag team partner Jimmy Snuka. Left: 
Brody at a press conference in Japan, 
where he is nicknamed "The Intell¬ 
igent Monster." . . . Below: The 
original barking bad-man of pro 
wrestling, Bruiser Brody. 


Observer poll 1980-1984. . . Most 
famous no-show came in December, 

1985 when he and partner Jimmy 
Snuka walked off the train in 
Japan taking them to the New 
Japan tag team tournament (they 
were in the finals), a move 
which has left him virtually 
blackballed from Japanese 
wrestling despite a vast majority 
of Japanese fans believing he is 
the best foreign wrestler. 

Sometimes it appears Brody's biggest 
enemy is himself. With his violent 
aura, size and excellent ability to 
have a great match, he should be 
among the highest paid wrestlers 
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in the business. Although he no 
doubt earns well over $100,000 per 
year, there are several wrestlers 
with far less ability and drawing 
power who are earning more money 
because they work for the major 
promotions, . . Brody is big, 
agile, in shape and a great 
brawler. . . However he has 
slipped from his peak of three 
or four years ago when he was 
no doubt one of the top two or 
three in the profession. . . 

Still, as his bouts with Antonio 
Inoki have shown, when he gets it 
into his head to put on a great 
match, he can work some of the 
finest bouts around. 

"KILLER" BROOKS (6-0, 240) 

Real name - Tim Brooks 
Age - 42 
Years pro - 19 

Hometown - Waxahachie, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Wrestling 
Other ring names - Tim Brooks 

A verteranjibrawler. . . Gained 
his first big break in Detroit 
in the early 1970s and spent 
most of the decade as a major 
second-level heel. . . Has worked 
most of his career in Texas. . . 
Suffered numerous injuries and 
personal problems in recent 
years. . . Best known for during 
his heydey, always puffing on a 
cigar in the ring before the start 
of the match. . . Now just a 
journeyman pro. 

Brooks is generally a slow worker 
with very limited ability, but 
his experience makes him able to 
have decent matches when his 
weight is under control. . . Was 
not a very good worker in recent 
years but got his out-of-the-ring 
problems under control as is a 
competent worker again. 

"BULLDOG" BOB BROWN (5-10^, 230) 

Real name - Bob Brown 
Age - 46 
Years pro - 22 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri 

Promotional affiliation - Heart of 
America Promotions 
Other ring names - none 

A mainstay in the Kansas City area 
for 15 years. . . He’s served as 
a booker and is currently the 
promotional assistant in the 
Central States area. . . Has held 
tag team and singles titles in the 
area since his arrival. . . Has 
also been a mainline villain in 
Western Canada holding regional 
titles for the now-defunct Vancouver 
wrestling office. . . Known as a 
"stooge" by his fellow grapplers. 

. . . Spent nearly 10 years as a 
babyface in Kansas City before 
turning heel in late 1985. 

Brown is slow in the ring and 
has a body battered from years 
of pounding. . . A below-ave-rage 


worker nowadays although he was 
a solid mid-level wrestler in the 
early 1970s. . . Is mildly effective 
in his role because he had been an 
area fixture for so many years. . . 
At the tail end of his career. 

DENNY BROWN (5-8, 200) 

Real name - Dennis Brown 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 5 

Hometown - St. Petersburg, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

Two-time holder of the NWA jr. 
heavyweight title, probably the 
single most worthless belt in the 
world. . . Actually Brown is simply 
a.prelim jobber for Crockett who 
billing as a champion remains 
mistifying. . . Won the title from 
Mike Davis at Starcade '84 in 
Greensboro on November 22 , 1984. 

Lost and regained the title from 
Gary Royal in 1985 . . . Debuted in 
1982. 

Brown is not a bad wrestler by any 
means, but is considered a joke in 
wrestling because of his title 
billing. . . Actually he’s capable, 
but has no color and as smaller guys 
go, isn't capable of doing anything 
the big guys can’t. . . Because of 
his size, will probably remain 
relegated to a prelim role for his 
career. 

DICK THE BRUISER (6-0, 245) 

Real name - Dick Afflis 
Age - 57 
Years pro - 33 

Hometown - Indianapolis, Indiana 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - The Bruiser 

Another legend of the wrestling 
business who has remained active 
15 years after he should have hung 
it up. . . Bruiser grew up in Indiana 
as an uncontrollable fighting machine 
He graced the campus of at least four 
colleges, finally ending up at the 
University of Nevada-Reno, where he 
moonlighted as a wild bouncer. . . 
Played with the Green Bay Packers 
from 1952-54 before going into pro 
wrestling. . . Was an immediate main 
event heel and a fearsome brawler. . 
Held several versions of the World 
title throughout his career. . . Of 
the big three, however, his only 
singles title came for a one week 
period (Nov. 12-19) when he both won 
and lost the AWA crown to Mad Dog 
Vachon. . . Held the AWA tag team 
title with The Crusher on five 
occasions. . . Opened his own 
promotion in Indianapolis in the 
1960 s which did well for a while 
but has eventually been run into 
the ground. Continued to continually 
win hiw own WWA version of the 
World title (recognized in Indiana) 
throughout the 70 s and 80 s. 

Bruiser was a legendary brawler 
because he was a powerhouse in the 


27 






pre-steroid era. . . He was 
considered a great pro in his 
day. . . Stayed on way too long 
and is one of the very worst 
wrestlers still active, although 
active probably is an incorrect 
verb. . . Still promotes and 
works small-time shows in Indiana, 
Michigan and Ontario. 

"JUMPING" JIM BRUNZELL (5-10, 215) 
Real name - Jim Brunzell 
Age - 37 (born 8 / 13 / 49 ) 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - White Bear Lake, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

A former star high jumper in high 
school. . .Knownfor having one of 
the best drop kicks in pro wrestling 
. . . Tag teamed with Greg Gagne 
throughout most of his career in 
the AWA area, known as "The High 
Flyers." . . . Held the AWA tag 
title twice, from July 7, 1977 
winning from Bobby Duncum & 

Blackjack Lanza until September 
23, 1978 when Brunzell left the 
AWA and the belts were awarded to 
Ray Stevens & Pat Patterson. . . 
Regained the belts in I 98 I from 
Adrian Adonis & Jesse Ventura 
and kept them through a 1983 loss 
to Ken Patera & Jerry Blackwell. . . 
Played college football at the 
University of Minnesota as a 
wide receiver. . . In reality 
there was a lot of heat between 
Gagne & Brunzell although they 
were billed as best friends. . . 
Brunzell several times was on 
the verge of leaving for the WWF, 
but always backed off until the 
summer of 1985- • • Now teams with 
Brian Blair as "The Killer Bees." 

. . . Although Brunzell doesn't 
like His new role, going back to 
the AWA at this point isn't a 
viable alternative. 

Brunzell was a well-conditioned good 
wrestler for most of his career. . . 
Got stale in the AWA and has never 
regained his form in the WWF. . . 

Is an adequate performer known 
mainly £or his drop kick. . . 

Doesn't appear to have much of 
a future except as a mid-level 
tag team wrestler in the WWF. 

BIG BUBBA (6-7, 345) 

Real name - Fred Ottman 
Age - 30 (born 8 / 10 / 56 ) 

Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Huntington, West 
Virginia 

Promotional affiliation - 

Jo-m-fr (Vcwa+renS 

Other ring names - The Terminator, 
Sigfried 

Billed as 6-8 and 430 pounds. . . 
Trained in Atlanta by Abdullah 
the Butcher. . . burned pro in 
the dying days of Ole Anderson's 
Championship Wrestling from 
Georgia, Inc. in 1985. . . After 
Anderson's group folded, joined 
Texas All-Star and was made into 


a top-line babyface. . . Got over 
originally because of size, but 
his appeal quickly wore off due to 
lack of ability. . . Can bench press 
500 pounds. 

Bubba is a terrible worker. . .He's 
slow and devoid of any wrestling 
knowledge. . . Because of his size, 
with even a modicum of ability would 
be a major star, but sadly doesn't 
even have that. . . Is so poor that 
many are afraid to get in the ring 
with him because he's hurt people. 

. . . Although still a rookie, has 
shown no sign of improvement. . . 

Still could be effective as a 
bodyguard type. . . No* to be 
confused with the "Big Bubba" that 
works for Jim Crockett Promotions, 
whose real name is Ray Traylor. 

KING KONG BUNDY (6-3, 425) 

Real names - Chris Pallies 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Atlantic City, New Jersey 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Chris Cannon, 

Chris Canyon, Crippler Canyon, 

Big Daddy Bundy, Chris Bundy 

Began wrestling in 1980 as a brown¬ 
haired TV loser named Chris Cannon 
or Chris Canyon, weighing aba*t 
340. . . Got his first big break in 
1982 when he went to Texas and was 
introduced as "a fan out of the 
audience. . . Was first a babyface 
in Texas aa a friend of the Von 
Erichs, then turned heel guided by 
Gary Hart and then Scandor Akbar. . . 
Worked mainly the Southern circuits, 
getting a big push when he turned 
babyface in Atlanta in 1983 . . . 
Finally joined the WWF in 1984. . . 

Was Hulk Hogan's opponent at 
Wrestlemania II in a cage on April 
7 , 1986 --the largest gate in pro 
wrestling history. Received about 
$14,000 for Wrestlemania--less than 
most of the celebrities. . . Held 
the National tag title with Masked 
Superstar (won from the Road Warriors) 
and never lost it (Superstar left 
the area the next week for Japan, 
it was said the Road Warriors had 
regained the belts). . . Had a brief 
stint in the AWA under the name Boom 
Boom Bundy. . . Lost his hair in a 
1982 match with Fritz Von Erich and 
has kept it shaved ever since. 

Like most blobs, Bundy is not a good 
worker. . . However fans pay to see 
people of that size so he gets 
ushed. . , Is strong on interviews. . 

_ill probably remain a major name 
in wrestling for as long as his 
health holds up. . 

ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER (6-0. GQO 

Ag| 1 -lT(bcr L n ar fl V /l;^f Ve 
Years pro - 29 

Hometown - Windsor, Ontario (now lives 
in Atlanta, Georgia) 

Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - Larry Shreeve 
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Blubbery prelim wrestler Larry 
Shreeve has made a fortune in 
wrestling through his gimmick. 

... In 1967 he transformed 
himself into Abdullah the Butcher, 
the "Wildman from the Sudan." 

. . . Made his first tour of 
Japan in 1970 and was one of 
the biggest drawing cards ever 
due to his unique toughness. . . 

Made 40 tours of Japan, an all-time 
record, and had his earnings moved 
into the $8,000 to $10,000 per 
week range. . . Final Japan tour 
was in early 1985* • • Because 
of extremely high blood pressure, 
can't move anymore. . . Has some 
of the worst scar tissue of any 
wrestler in history. . . Specializes 
in using plastic forks and plastic 
knives to carve up foe's foreheads 
. . . Uses heavy blood in his bouts 
to make up for lack of action. . . 
Weight has ballooned from about 
260 when he started the Abdullah 
gimmick. . . Has worked in virtually 
every country in the World at 
one point. . . A major attraction 
as a babyface among blood-thirsty 
Puerto Rican fans. . . Owns part 
of the Capital Sports office which 
runs the Carribean. . . His ridges 
and scars are so deep in the forehead 
that he entertains fellow grapplers 
by putting dimes and pencils in 
the creases and they stick. 

The Butcher's unique style made 
him somewhat of a decent performer 
inspite of his excess weight. . . 

As the years went on, the age 
and weight ruined whatever style 
he had. . . Blood pressure limits 
his matches to less than 5*00. . . 

Held most major titles in Japan 
in the mid-1970s. . . Virtually 
never allows himself to get 
pinned. . . Because of his Sudanese 
gimmick, doesn't do interviews. . . 
Actually his high-pitched voice 
would ruin his "killer" image. . . 
Because of his gimmick, he can 
get over quickly and despite his 
inability to do interviews and 
poor matches, will probably be 
ariund for several more years. 

EL CANEK (6-0, 220) 

Real name - 
Age - 34 
Years pro - 14 
Hometown - Mexico City 
Promotional affiliation - 
Universal Wrestling 
Association 
Other ring names - 

For many years the leading star 
in Mexico. . . Held the Mexican 
version of the World title (UWA) 
on many different occasions. . . 

Also has appeared in Japan and 
originally had much success but 
in recent years has been devalued 
into a prelim wrestler. . . 

One of the largest and certainly 
the strongest wrestler to appear 
in Mexico, . . Bodyslammed and 
pinned Andre the Giant in a 
February, 1984 match. . . Has 
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worked very little in the United 
States, confining his appearences to 
Southern California (where he was 
billed as World champion for a time) 
and Southern Texas. . . Replaced Mil 

Mascaras as the leading star in 
Mexico in the late 1970s. . . Lost 
his version of the World title on 
January 30, 1986 to Dos Caras, who 
is also a frequent tag team partner 
. . . Probably the only man in 
wrestling who specializes in doing 
both press-slams of his opponents 
like the powerhouses and dives 
through the ropes like the light¬ 
weights. . . Has bulked up a little 
too much and his ability has 
detriorated. 

Canek was an excellent wrestler a 
few years ago, but upon reaching the 
top seemed to lose his edge. . . 
Although still a major star in 
Mexico, he's only so-so as a 
performer. . . Probably, with his 
ability, could have been promotted into 
a Major star in the U.S. in 
cities with high Spanish populations. 

DOS CARAS (5-10, 200) 

Real name - Miguel Rodriguez 
Age - 35 
Years pro - 16 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

Best known in pro wrestling as the 
younger brother of the legendary 
Mil Mascaras. . .Also had another 
wrestling brother named El Sicodelico 
who never became a major star and 
died in 1080. . . Has worked very 
little during his career in the 
United States, mainly in Southern 
California and Southern Texas. . . 
Currently holds the Mexican version 
of the World heavyweight title which 
he won from El Canek on January JO, 
1986. . . Also held that same title 
on two other occasions. . . Actually 
spent much of his career in his 
brothers' shadow. . . Was a superior 
wrestler to his brother once he 
got experience. . • Started out at 

170 pounds in January, 1971 and 
worked many tag matches with his 
brother in Southern Texas against 
heels Black Gordman and Great 
Goliath. . . Small as U.S. grapplers 
go but lithe and muscular. . . 

Specializes in dives both through 
and over the ropes. . In Spanish, 
Dos Caras means "Two Faces." 

Caras is also one of the best 
performers in Mexico. . . He did 

well on several early Japanese 
tours with his brother, but has 
worked little in the U.S. in 
the past five years. . . His style 
has gotten away from the good 
timing expected in Japan, so although 
he still does good moves, they don't 
look as good. . . Will probably be 
on top in Mexico if he can retain 
his agility for sever 1 more years. 
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SCOTT CASEY (5-10^, 215) 

Real name - Scott Casey 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 15 
Hometown - Bolverde, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Wrestling 

Other ring names - Texas Long Rider 

A journeyman pro who has mainly 
knocked around the rings of Texas 
since his debut in 1972. . . A 
former hairdresser. . . P3a yed 
defensive back at West Texas 
State in the late 1960s. . . 

Looks like the Marlboro Man in 
TV ads. . . Has a bad shoulder 
from his football days. . . Has 
been married more times than 
perhaps any active wrestler 
. . . Has had some main events 
and regional titles, but usually 
when the promotions have been 
low on talent. . . Generally a 
mid-level babyface. 

Casey started out as a powerhouse, 
but the average wrestler grew so 
much in the past 15 years that he's 
now considered on the small side. 

. . . Ability is passable, but 
generally only fair. 

RIKI CHOSHU (5-10, 230) 

Real name - Mitsuo Yoshida 
Age - Jk (born 12/3/51) 

Years pro - 13 
Hometown - 
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Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Choshu Riki, 
Mitsuo Yoshida 


j-ue inoHx popular wrestler and 
leading drawing card on the Japanese 
wrestling scene. . . A favorite 
among younger fans as a stylish 
trend-setter. . . Respected also 
because he achieved his popularity 
with little help from the promotion 
• . . Represented South Korea in 
the 1972 Olympics as a freestyle 
wrestler in the 220.5 pound weight 
class, but lost in the first round. 

. . His Korean background is still 
a secret to most wrestling fans in 
Japan. . . Riki Choshu is a ring 
name, which means, in Japanese King 
of (Riki) Choshu (a town in Southern 
Japan where he now lives). . . Signed 
on as a pro wrestler by Antonio Inoki 
in December, 1973 and made his pro 
debut on August 8, 1974. . . Took on 
the name Riki Choshu in 1977 and 
was a mid-level star, holding the 
tag team title for the New Japan 
promotion but losing to the top 
imports like Hulk Hogan and Stan 
Hansen. . . Toured Mexico and won 
its version of the World title from 
El Canek in 1982 which started his 
rise to fame. . . Turned "heel" 
against Tatsumi Fujinami in an 
October, 1982 tag team match, starting 
n incre< .ble feud. . . Despite being 
cast as a heel, Choshu gained more and 
more popularity the dirtier he became. 









Riki Choshu does the sasorigatime (scorpion deathlock) 


He wasn't originally going to 
be promoted that hard, but was 
such a top draw that his feud with 
Fujinami stretched out for nearly 
two years--always drawing sellout 
crowds. . . Leader of "Ishingun," 
a group of exceedingly hard-working 
wrestlers which include Choshu's 
original trainer Masa Saito (now 
in a Wisconsin prison), Animal 
Hamaguchi, former Olympian Yoshiaki 
Yatsu, Kuniaki Kobayashi and several 
others. . .His tag team with Animal 
Hamaguchi is rated as among the 
best of all-time. . His duo with 
Yatsu may someday reach that same 
plateau as it is consistently 
rated among the top three in the 
World. . . With the exception of Ric 
Flair, is probably.involved in 
more consistently great matches 
than anyone in the business. . . 

First made world-wide prominence 
in 1983 where he was ranked No. 13 
in the World. . . Has been ranked 
No. 6 the past two years. . . 
Finished second in the 1985 
balloting for Wrestler of the Year. 

• • • A household name in Japan. 


Rating Choshu*s ability is very 
difficult. . . Obviously, by his 
world ratings, he’s an excellent 
worker. . . However, he doesn't work 
well with most Americans. . . Younger 
wrestlers question his stamina. . 

He sells great and works superfast 
paced bouts and has great mastery of 
his craft. . . Certainly one of the 
three or four most charismatic guys 
in the business, and his detractors 
say he's more charisma than actual 
work. . . His matches with Japanese 
foes are incredible and his "big" 
matches are always great. . . Choshu 
will probably remain the No. 1 star 
in Japan for several years to come. 

He is one of the two or three Japane 
wrestlers who could get over big in 
the U.S., though it's doubtful any 
promoter will either take the chance, 
or be able to afford to take the 
chance for this to happen. . . Earr.e 
in the neighborhood of $300,000 to 
$400,000 per year, making him out of 
the price range of most U.S, promoter 
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TIGER CHUNG LEE (6-2, 250) 

Real name - Masanori Toguchi 
Age - 38 (born 2/7/48) 

Years pro - 19 

Hometown - Seoul, South Korea 
(now lives in Ellerbe, North 
Carolina) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Kim Duk, Tiger 
Toguchi 

One of the few Koreans ever to make 
a mark on the U.S. mat scene. . . 
made his U.S. debut in 1972 as Kim 
Duk, and has worked mid-level for 
most promotions at one time or 
another over the next 12 years. . . 
Achieved some success in Japan 
during the 70s, mainly as the tag 
team partner of Korean wrestling 
legend Kintaro Oki. . . Now strictly 
a prelim wrestler in the WWF. 

Toguchi was a credible wrestler, 
but never much more than that in 
his prime. . . He can take a good 
bump which makes him a decent TV 
loser, but his stamina is gone 
which makes him a poor worker when 
he goes to the arena. . . In the 
latter stages of his career. 

THE COBRA (5-11, 185) 

Real name - George Takano 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Calgary, Alberta (born 

in Iwevk'-'ni, JcvjJt./') 

Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - George Takano 

Brother of "Calgary Hurricane” 

Shunji Takano. . . Was the man 
chosen to replace the original 
Tiger Mask as World jr. heavyweight 
champion in late 1983* • • Was a 
flop immediately as he injured his 
knee early in his November 3, 1983 
debut match against Davey Boy 
Smith. . . As 1984 rolled around 
he improved to being one of the 
most acrobatic and fastest wrestlers 
in the world. . . Formerly trained 
with the Muhamroaffl Ali Boxing Club 
in Southern California. . . Has 
spent his career wrestling in 
Mexico, Western Canada and Japan. 

. . . Was to get married in the 
summer of 1986 and unmask and 
wrestle by his real name, George 
Takano, for the rest of his 
career. . . Has worked a few WWF 
tours but mainly did jobs because 
of his lack of size, despite being 
far superior to those in the ring 
with him and not allowed to do 
his moves. . . Rated No. 12 in 
the World in 1984 and No. 26 in 
1985. ° r 'C, 1 II y ev Si/AM. I •J rcyfie.r. 

Cobra is an excellent worker who 
combines hand speed from boxing, 
acrobatics from gymnastics and 
good wrestling moves. . . He lacks 
in charisma which has kept him 
from being as popular as he should 
be. . . Held the NWA World jr. 
title most of 1984-85 and the WWF 
jr. title from late 1984 until 
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The Cobra with both the NWA (left) 
and WWF jr. heavyweight belts 


early 1986. . . His career is now 
at the crossroads and he'll need some 
sort of a major conflict, perhaps with 
Nobuhiko Takada, to thrust him back 
into the limelight. 

CARLOS COLON (5-9, 200) 

Real name - Carlitos Colon 
Age - 4l (born 7/18/45) 

Years pro - 21 

Hometown - San Juan, Puerto Rico 
Promotional affiliation - Capital 
Sports 

Other ring names - Chief White 
Feather 

The leading promoter and most popular 
wrestler in the Carribean. . . Has 
headlined many shows which have drawn 
between 25,000 and 30,000 at Roberto 
Clemente Stadium. . . Has spent much 
time working in the U.S. but has never 
been able to transpose his popularity, 
... In early 1984, was to be used 
as a big drawing card in the Northeast 
by Jim Crockett and Ole Anderson's 
combined efforts but his appearence 
brought little response and the effort 
was in vain. . . Holds the Universal 
title in Puerto Rico and once defeated 
Ric Flair in a cage match for the NWA 
title but the NWA wouldn't recognize 
the loss (rules were the winner was 
to leave the cage as they do in WWF, 
not via pinfall as everywhere else). 

. . . Well respected and feared as 
a promoter by those within the business 

Colon is not a good wrestler. . . His 
popularity is a combination of his 
being a small Puerto Rican fighting 
monsters like Stan Hansen, Bruiser 
Brody and Abdullah the Butcher and 
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because he's promoted himself to 
the top. . . In Puerto Rico, 
bloodshed is far more important 
than ability and Colon and shed 
more than his share. . . Will 
remain a major name for as long 
as he retains office control and 
wants to stay a top star. 

"LOVEKBOY" DENNIS CONDREY (5-11, 215) 
Real name - Dennis Condrey 
Age - 34 Cl*<» 2)])S2) 

Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Nashville, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

The less flashy half of the Midnight 
Express tag team, the No. 1 team 
in the world at this point. . . 

A good worker for more than a 
decade but lacked in color and 
never achieved any major success 
until Bill Watts put him together 
with Bobby Eaton and manager Jim 
Cornette in late 1983. . . Held 
regional titles in the Memphis 
and Alabama areas where he worked 
most of his career. . . Actually 
Condrey was a member of the Original 
Midnight Express (taken from a 
movie) team in Alabama which 
always included himself with 
partners such as Randy Rose, 

Ron Starr or Norvell Austin. . . 

Very lucky to have been placed 
with Cornette or would have never 
made it in the business. 

Condrey executes most things 
very well but doesn’t fly around 
or have any outstanding moves. . . 

He is almost a perfect tag 
partner for the High-Flying Eaton. 

. . . Finished second for tag team 
of the year with Eaton in 1985. . . 
Interviews are average at best, 
so he lets Cornette do the talking. 

. . . Will remain a hot commodity 
as long as he alligns himself with 
Cornette. 

ART CREWS (6-0, 235) 

Real name - Arthur Wayne Crews 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri 
Promotional affiliation - /tuV &rU 

Other ring names - None 

A journeyman performer who was 
trained by Pat O'Connor . . 

Thought to have had good potential 
when he started in 1980 but never 
really improved. . . Unless he 
finds a unique gimmick, seems 
relegated to being a prelim worker. 

Crews is credible in the ring but 
that's about it. . ,. He has mainly 
worked in the Kansas City area as 
a mid-level wrestler, but quit once 
and was fired once in 1986 alone 
so his future doesn't appear bright. 

THE CRUSHER (5-10, 238) 

Real name - Heggie Lisowski 
Age - 60 
Years pro - 37 

Hometown - Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Promotional affiliation - 


Other ring names - Keggie Lisowski, 
Crusher Lisowski/Cfvs)*^ fYjadh'bn^ 

One of the real legends of wrestling. 

. . . Held the AWA World title on 
threw occasions (February 15, 1963 
to July 20, 1963; November 28, 1963 
to December 14, 1963; and August 21, 
1965 to November 12, 1965). . . His 
tag team with Dick the Bruiser held 
the AWA tag team title on five 
occasions and he also held tag title 
recognition with Billy ftobinson and 
with Baron Von Raschke. . . First 
retired in 1972 but came back a few 
years later. . . The biggest drawing 
card in the history of the AWA except 
for Hulk Hogan's brief reign as king. 

. . . Made several more retirements 
and many more comebacks over the next 
15 years. . . Seems to have retired 
from the AWA completely with his 
last appearenqe coming in late 
September, 1985 at Comisky Park in 
Chicago. . . Has appeared on several 
small-time cards in the Indiana area 
as Dick the Bruiser's tag team 
partner since that time. 

What can be said about a legendary 
wrestler who stays active until the 
age of 60? . . . Crusher was washed 
up in the late 1960s but still made 
comebacks. . . Had a unique person¬ 
ality of the barroom brawler and town 
drunk which actually made him more 
popular than the much-heavier pushed 
clean-cut image of Verne Gagne. . . 
Hopefully he'll hang them up for good 
this year. 

MIKE DAVIS (6-0, 210) 

Real name - Mike Davis 
Age - 30 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Greenville, South Carolina 
Promotioi}al affiliation - Jarrett 

Promotions 

Other ring names - The Dream 

A former college football defensive 
back. . . Turned pro and was a TV 
jobber for many years until heading 
to Puerto Rico with Tommy Lane as 
the Rock'n'Roll RPMs. . . In 1980-82 
he was given a build-up as the underdog 
jobber who would fight hard but 
always finally succumb to the larger 
and more experienced foes like Ole 
Anderson. 

Davis is a decent wrestler but lacking 
in color and feize. . . He’s not flashy 
enough to carry off the Rock'n' Roll 
gimmick in the U.S. so I presume 
he'll spend most of his career in 
Puerto Rico. . . Davis was actually 
impressive in his two Japanese tours 
so when he wants to, can be a very 
good worker. 

COL. DEBEERS (6-3J, 260 ) 

Real name - William Edward Wiskoski 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 16 

Hometown - St. Joseph, Missouri 
(now lives in Portland, Oregrn) 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Ed Wiskoski, 

Msga Maharishi I am Ed 
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Former college football linebacker 
from the University of Missouri 
who had a try-out with the Cincinnati 
Bengals in 1969. . . Turned pro 
in 1971 under the tutieage of 
Ronnie Etchinson and patterned 
his style after Harley Race. . . 
Despite being a good worker, 
seemed lazy in the ring and never 
achieved the expected stardom. . . 
Spent most of his career dividing 
his time between his hometown 
Oregon circuit and frequent tours 
of Austria and West Germany. . . 

Was brought into the WWF in 1980 
under the name "The Polish Prince," 
to feud with Ivan Putski, however 
Vince McMahon, Sr. quickly sent him 
back to Oregon deciding he was too 
bland. . . Took on the DeBeers 
identity as a diamond magnate from 
South Africa in early 1986. 

Although DeBeers has experience and 
a knowledge of moves, he is slow¬ 
footed in the ring. . .Is actually 
quite good on interviews. . . Many 
think his South African gimmick is 
done well. . . His future status 
depends more on how well the AWA 
can survive than anything else, 
because it's apparent his Oregon 
promotion is near its finish. 

TED DIBIASE (6-2^, 235) 

Real name - Ted DiBiase 
Age - 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Omaha, Nebraska (now 
lives in Jackson, Mississippi) 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

One of the greatest workers of 
the past.several decades. . . 

DiBiase is the son of former woman 
wrestler Helen HiId and the stepson 
of wrestler "Iron" Mike DiBiase, 
a former NCAA Champion from the 
University of Nebraska in 1947 
and until a broken arm stopped him, 
was considered a leading candidate 
for the 1948 Olympic team. . . 

The older DiBiase, who held the 
World jr. heavyweight title, died 
of a heart attack after a match 
in Texas in 1969 at the age of 4? 

. • . DiBiase eventually moved 
to Arizona where he was a highly- 
recruited linebacker coming out 
of high school. . . Shunned some 
major universities to attend West 
Texas State, so he could be near 
the Funk family and get the best 
pro wrestling training. . . 

Actually turned pro in 19?4, after 
his junior year of college but 
came back to play football his 
senior year. . , His heart wasn't 
into football anymore and turned 
to pro wrestling in 1975 full-time. 

. . . By the late 19?0s was tabbed 
as a future World champion. . . 

Held several major regional titles 
throughout the NWA area but still 
remained headquartered in West 
Texas. . . Toured the WWF in 1978-79 


billed as North American champ, a 
title which is now the Intercon- 
tinental title. . . Has also held 
the United National title in Japan 
and the World tag team title in 
Japan with partner Stan Hansen. . . 

Has spent recent years dividing his 
time be tween the UWF promotion and 
All Japan Pro Wrestling, as a 
consistent headliner for both 
groups. . . Was rated No. 3 in 
the world in 1982 and No. 8 in 
1983 before slumping to No 20 
in 1984. . . Rebounded to a No. 3 
ranking in 1985 and has been a 
consistent top-10 performer ever 
since. . . DiBiase's main weakness 
is a rather flat looking physique, 
a marked difference from today's 
steroid users. . . Many who work 
with him laugh at the irony, since 
DiBiase’s^unimpressive physique 
enables him to work nearly forever 
without running out of gas and the 
supposedly "well-conditioned” younger 
studs have trouble going five 
minutes. . . Still, the lack of 
physique hurts him in fans' eyes 
despite his peers respect. . . 

His tag team with both Stan Hansen 
and Steve Williams have both been 
rated amongst the top in the world 
as well. . . Is both good in the 
actual wrestling and even better 
in simulated brawling moves. . . 

Sells hard and fast, which makes 
him one of the best foes to work 
against as he can make almost 
any wrestler look great. . . DiBiase 
spent most of his career as a babyface. 
. . . Turned heel in 1982 and feuded 
with Junkyard Dog in the old Mid 
South circuit drawing several major 
gates. . . Rated high in the best 
villain rankings all four years 
he worked as a heel. . . Finally 
was turned babyface again in 
November, 1985. 

Obviously by his ratings, DiBiase 
is one of the best workers around. 

. . . He has virtually no weakness 
in the ring and almost never messed 
up a move. . . His interviews, either 
as a heel or babyface are also 
highly rated. . . His feud Junkyard 
Dog was feud of the year in 1982 
and his conflict with Jim Duggan was 
similarly awarded in 1985. . . However 
even with all that, there is some 
question as to whether DiBiase will 
remain as a top-line headliner 
although he'll always be a major 

• * If seems almost necessary 
nowadays to have a steroid physique 
f® be a major headliner or a strong 
gimmick. . • A solid, excellent 
wrestler like DiBiase will always 
be high on the card, but probably 
won't be on top. . . Still, because 
of his international respect, will, 
bwrring injuries or a change in 
attitude , remain as one of the 
leading stars internationally fwr 
several more years. . . Is one of 
the few Americans who can be imported 
to Japan and actually impress the 
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Above* Ted DiBiase pounds on 
Jim Duggan during a Street 
Fight match. Left* Ted Di 
Biase with partner Stan Hansen 
are recognized as World tag 
team champions by the/ All 
Japan promotion 

Japanese fans. 

"STRANGLER" STEVE DISALVO 

(5-10*. 265) 

Real name - Steve DiSalvo 
Age - 3J 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Boston, Massachusetts 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 
Other ring names 

DiSalvo is a rookie with tons 
of potential working in Western 
Canada. . .Was trained by Red 
Bastien in Southern California. 

. . . Is short with a thickly 
muscular physique. . . Already 
is strong on interviews and 
has developed charisma. . . Has 
in a few short months as a pro 
worked his way to No. 1 heel 
status in Western Canada. 

Di Salvo is still both stiff 
and green in the ring. . . It's 
far too soon to evaluate whether 
he'll improve, but with his 
genuine power (he was a power- 
lifter before trying wrestling) 
and thick physique plus his 
interview ability, should make 
it as a top name nationally in 
a few years. 

JUNKYARD DOG (6-2*. 265) 

Real nans - r~ Sylvester Ritter 
Age - 33 U/iS/n) 

Years pro - 8 
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Hometown - Charlotte, North Carolina 
(now lives in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Sylvester Ritter, 
Big Daddy Ritter 

One of the major babyfaces on the 
WWF scene and no doubt the most 
popular black wrestler in the 

world. . . Trademark dog collar 
and chain said entrance music of 
"Another One Bites the Dust" by 
Queen was given to him by Bill 
Watts in Louisiana, where he was 
for four years the Mid South's 
biggest drawing card. . . Debuted 
under the name Big Daddy Ritter 
in Western Canada and in Japan in 
1979. • . Attended the Green Bay 
Packers training camp a fe w years 
earlier. . . Because of his size 
he was given a push although he 
tended toward being very heavy. . . 
Slimmed down to about 235 pounds 
with a bodybuilders* physique 
when working in the Mid South 
where he gained his initial fame 
as the Junkyard Dog, the enemy of 
Bad Leroy Brown—another Jim Croce 
folk song character. . . Walked out 
on Watts and the Mid South in 1984 
to work for the WWF. . . Earns 
an annual salary in the $300,000 
range. . _ . His weight ballooned 
and stamina decreased badly in 
1983* • * Does a dance in the ring 
before his matches. . . Always rates 
high in the most overrated wrestler 
category. 

Even at his prime, with a physique, 
the Dog was a stiff worker who 
sold very little. . . When his 
weight became a problem, his 
stamina left him and made 
him among the very worst workers 
around. . . He mainly barks has 
interviews, although they ranked 
as among the best in the business 
when he was in Mid South. . . 

Dog had better hope he stays on 
the good side of the WWF, because 
I don't think many would push a 
wrestler that poor nowadays. 

However with all of his network 
TV exposure due to the cartoon, 
the Dog still may have a place 
in main events after the gimmick 
wears off. . , His peers have 
very little respect for his 
ability 'and he is considered 
almost impossible to have a good 
match with. 

"GOLDEN 

Real nam 

Age - 39 
Years pr 

Hometown - Augusta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Golden Boy 
Donovan, Golden Boy 

Another journeyman pro with the 
muscular physique and Bleached 
blond hair. . . Began in Atlanta 
as a television loser and has 
spent much of his career in the 


same capacity. . . Has had several 
major knee injuries during his 
career. . . Has been given breaks 
on several smaller circuits but 
his national reputation as a loser 
plus his poorness on interviews 
kept him down, . . Ironically is 
now billed as the World heavyweight 
champion on a small independent 
group in Florida. . . Grandfather 
was a boxer. 

Donovan looks good, has decent 
stamina but is very stiff as a 
worker. . . He's the kind of foe 

people don't like to wrestle as 
he doesn't protect them well doing 
slams and the like. . . His poor 
interviews and relative lack of size 
have kept him from being pushed. . . 
Strictly a prelim man. 

BOBBY PUNCUM ( 6 - 3 , 270) 

Real name - Robert Duncum 
Age - 4l 
Years pro - 16 
Hometown - Austin, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - The Egyptian 
Mummy, The Texan 

Former linebacker at West Texas 
State University. . . Played on 
the same college team as Dusty 
Rhodes. . . Drafted in the 13 th 
round by the St. Louis Cardinals 
in 1969 and played one season with 
them. , . Wrestling promoters have 
hyped that into "a many-time all-pro 
defensive end." . . Plagued by 
knee problems in pro wrestling. . . 
Because of size and football 
background was pushed almost 
immediately after he got into nro 
wrestling in 1971 . . . w a s a top¬ 
line heel for most of the 70 s. , . 
Knee and weight problems finished 
his career as a top-liner but he's 
hung around working from time-to- 
time around his South Texas home. . . 
Son plays football for the Texas 
Longhorns. . . Has also wrestled a 
lot in South Africa. 

Duncum*s physical condition is such 
that he's been a poor worker for 
several years. . . At one time was 
a decent pro, but was never anything 
great. . . His success was based on 
his background. . , Does a decent 
redneck interview. . . Has been a 
heel virtually his entire career. 

"HACKSAW" JIM DUGGAN (6-3, 2?5) 

Real name - James Duggan 
Age - 32 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Glen Falls, New York (now 
Lives in Alexandria, Louisiana) 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Starting linebacker with Southern 
Methodist University 1974-76. . . 
Signed aa a free agent by the Atlanta 
Falcons in 1977 and after breaking 
his wrist in the pre-season, spent 
the year on the injured reserve 
list. . . Went into pro wrestling 


BOY" CHIC DONO VAN ( 5 -lo§, 
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in 1978 bat also spent the first winter 
trying to hook up with a Canadian Football 
League team. . . Came to the Mid South 

promotion in 1982 after having little 
success, with two baggages and no money 
and turned into one of the biggest names 
in the game, , . Currently the leading 
babyface for the UWF. . . Came in as a 
villainous tag team partner of Ted DiBiase 
but was made into a babyface late the 
next year... . Billed as being kicked out 
of the NFL because he used an illegal head 
spear too often. . . Spear is now his 
winning pro move, . . Is one of the most 
popular wrestlers in the World. , . 

No, 28 in the world in 1985 and placeo tniro 
in the best babyface category. , . Named 
Most Improved wrestler in 1982 , 

Duggan is not a very smooth worker despite 
his amateur wrestling background as a state 
champion in New York. . . He's a hard-working 
brawler in the Bruiser Brody mold, although 
he's not as good an athlete as Brody. . . 

His brawls are often very good, sometimes 
exceptional. . . Hi s(character ass the 
foot-stomping patriot has been expertly 
molded. . .His lack of genuine skills 
hurt him on Japanese tours, although some 
fans enjoyed his gesturing and posturing. 

. . . His interviews are exceptional, where 
he plays the role of a good-natured 
and semi-intelligent jock and acts 
his words out with his hands. . . 

As the UWF gains more national 
exposure in 1986-87, expect Duggan 
to wind up as one of the leading 
names in the business as 3 draw. 


JIM DUGGAN 


"BEAUTIFUL"BOBBY EATON (5-11, 210) 

Real name - Robert Eaton 

Age - 28 (born 8/14/58) 

Years pro - ll 

Hometown - Huntsville, Alabama 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 


"SUPERSTAR" BILL DUNDEE (5-5, 190) 
Real name - William Dundee 
Age - mivH&s 
Years pro - 

Hometown - Scotland (now lives in 
Nashville, Tennessee) 

Promotional affiliation - 

Other ring names - None 

A former tight-rope walker in the 
circus who grew up in Scotland but 
moved to Australia. . . Broke into 
pro wrestling under promoter Jim 
Barnett in Austrlia in f%Di by 
chauffering around the American 
wrestlers on tour. . . Has been 
repeatedly told he's too small to 
make it in the U.S. . . . Has been 
one of the biggest stars in the 
Tennessee area for the last decade 
both as a babyface and heel. . . 

Is acknowledged as one of the best 
bookers in the business. . . Made 
a big hit in Memphis through his 
cocky mannerisms and accent and 
at the beginning, an Elvis imitation 
. . . Father-in-law of "Beautiful" 

Bobby Eaton of the Midnight 
Express. . . If it wasn't for his 
size, he'd be one of the leading 
heels in wrestling. 

Dundee isn't a ^<><1+ wrestler, but 
takes crazy bumps and has decent 
agility and excellent balance. . . 
Could never be a main-level 
performer on a big circuit. . . 

His interviews as a heel are 
exceptional. 


Other ring names - None 

Perhaps the most underrated performer 
in the business. . . Half of the 
Midnight Express tag team. . . Rated 
No. 9 in the World in 1985 and also 
named the Most Underrated Wrestler. . 
Probably does flying moves off the 
top ropes better than anyone in the 
profession. . . Few fans recognize 
his ability but is known as an 
incredible worker by his peers. . . 
Turned pro as a teenager. . . Never 
pushed as a major star until forming 
the Midnight Express in late 1983. . . 
One of the best in the world at making 
his opponents look good. 

Eaton’s ability is unquestioned. . . 
His work rate and bumps are what 
make the Midnight Express the best 
tag team in the world. . . However 
his interviews are only average and 
in fact lets Jim Cornette do all his 
talking. . . Takes phenomenal bumps. . 
Only weakness is lack of a strong 
personality. 

"PRECIOUS" PAUL ELLERING (5-10, 225) 
Real name - Paul Ellering 

Age - 34 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Mellrose, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - None 

Former NCAA powerlifting champion 
at 220 pounds in 1977- . ■ Held a 
collegiate record dead lift of 754 
pounds. . . Had one of the best 
physiques in wrestling 
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when he worked full-time. .. . Was 
actually a very poor wrestler 
although he got a push due to 
his physique- . . Best move of 
his life came when he became the 
real-life business manager of the 
Road Warriors in 3.983, who went on 
to become the hottest tag team 
attraction in the history of the 
business, . . Stopped working full¬ 
time at that point. . . Has been 
made rich due to his association 
with the Road Warriors, since the 
three split everything up 33 percent 
apiece. 

Ellering was a poor performer and 
still works on occasion. . . His 
interviews are analytical but 
not particularly good. 

UNCLE ELMER (6-7, 415) 

Real name - Stanley Frazier 
Age - 49 
Years pro - 26 

Hometown - Philadelphia, Mis¬ 
sissippi 

Promotional affiliation - Warrior 
Sports 

Other ring names - Plowboy 
Frazier, The Convict, Giant 
Hillbilly, Stan Frazier, Giant 
Rebel, Kimala II » Playboy Frazier 

A gigaWtF<F a m^ r who never made it 
as a top-of-the-line attraction. . . 
Spent several years out of wrestling 
between now and the beginning of 
his pro career in 1961 . . , Has 
mainly worked in the Memphis area 
as the butt of practical jokes 
using a variety of get-ups. . . 

Signed with the WWF in June, 1985 
under the name Uncle Elmer, billed 
as the Uncle of Hillbilly Jim. . . 
Achieved some popularity from 
the role, . . His wedding to Joyce 
Staszko in September, 1985 took 
place in the ring at the Meadow- 
lands in New Jersey and was 
broadcast on NBC-TV. 

Elmer is a joke in the ring. . . 

He's old and totally out-of- 
shape but got by on his size 
and the gimmick.. . . Now that 
his WWF days are over (he was 
fired in May, 1986) he'll 
probably dwindle out of the 
business although some of the 
smaller promotions are trying 
to milk his WWF fame for a while. 

JERRY ESTRADA (5-9, 160) 

Real name - Jerry Estrada 
Age - 28 (born 1/10/58) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - 
Universal Wrestling Asso¬ 
ciation 

Other ring names - Unknown 

A fiery star from Mexico. . . 

Has held World title recognition 
in several lighter weight classes 
over the past five years. . . 

No doubt is too small to ever 
appear in U.S. rings but is 
a fine worker. . . Did well on 


two.Japanese tours in 1984 although 
claims he was a bit overwhelmed and 
nervous by the experience. 

Estrada is a good worker, but his 
lack.of size will keep him as 
nothing but a middle-of-the-card 
performer in Japan and he'll never 
get to wotfe, even on the smaller 
promotions, in the U.S. 

MANNY FERNANDS? (6-0, 230) 

Real name - Manuel Fernandez 
Age - 30 Cl>ur* mmG) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - San Jose, California (now 
lives in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - The Raging Bull 

A former place-winner at 175 pounds 
in the California state prep 
wrestling meet. . . Went on to 
San Jose City College and West 
Texas State as an offensive lineman. . 
Trained by the Funks and debuted 
in 1979, winning rookie of the year 
honors and capturing the Florida 
State title. . . Claims to have 
served in Viet Nam, but really 
didn't. . . One of the most willing 
bleeders in the history of the 
business. . Has incredible scar 
tissue for one so young. . . Good 
friends with Dusty Rhodes. . . Held 
the NWA tag title with Rhodes from 
late 1984 through early 1985. . . 

A good athlete. 

Fernandez is a strong performer at 
spots due to his athletic ability. . . 
Seems to lack stamina and has a 
hard time putting together good 
singles matches. . . Generally is 
put in the ring with others of less 
talent and has short, bloody bouts 
containing little skill. . . 

Overall is better than average, but 
his matches are generally not very 
good because they match him with 
poor foes. . . Very obnoxious on 
interviews which is a negative for 
a babyface. . . Probably would be 
better off as a heel. 

LA FIERA (5-8, 165) 

Real name - 

Age - 25 (born 3/17/61) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - Mexico 

Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Unknown 

One of the biggest stars in Mexico. . . 
Trained the new Tiger Mask in the 
high-flying style. . . Won his fi rs t 
lighter weight World title by 
capturing the Middlweight crown at 
the age of 20 on October 23, 1981. . 
Because of size must stay content 
with being a major star in Mexico 
and having an occasional Japan tour. 

... . Has held six different World 
titles in the past five years. 

Fiera is pound-for-pound one of 
the greatest workers in the world. . 

His style both makes himself and 
his foe look good. . . If he was 
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Japanese he'd be an international 
superstar. 

FISHMAN (5-7i, 175) 

Real name - 

Age - 35 (born 4/6/51) 

Years pro - 17 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Unknown 

One of the most famous masked men 
in Mexico. . . First donned the 
mask in 1973 after turhing pro 
three years earlier. . . Won the 
NWA Middleweight World title 
first on April 9, 1976 and has 
held major titles seven times 
over the past decade. . . Famous 
mainly for the gimmick. . . Worked 
some in Southern California in 
the late 1970s and has made three 
tours of Japan. 

Fishman can work the Mexican style 
well, but is a major star more for 
the gimmick than his work rate. . . 
He's kind of lost working other 
styles because of timing problems 
but has been a capable performer 
in Japan. 

"NATURE BOY" RIG FLATR (6-0, 225) 

Real name - Richard Morgan Fliehr 
Age - 36 (born 2/25/50) 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Edina, Minnesota (now 

lives in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

The one wrestler of modern times 
sure to be remembered on any list 
of all-time greats. . . One" of the 
two or three greatest performers 
in pro wrestling history. . . 

Flair was a Minnesota state high 
school heavyweight champion in 
1967 and a football star at Wayland 
Academy, a private school. . . Son 
of a Minneapolis gynecologist and 
his mother was an author with a 
heavy interest in the theater. . . 
Attended the University of 
Minnesota on a football scholarship 
and played offensive guard his 
freshman and sophomore years at 
260 pounds. . . Dropped out of 
college and eventually convinced 
former college classmate Greg 
Gagne to get him into Verne Gagne's 
1972 pro training camp. . . Flair 
was considered the finest performer 
to come out of the camp which 
included the late Chris Taylor, an 
Olympic bronze medalist in free¬ 
style wrestling, Khosrow Vasiri, 
a member of the Iranian Olympic 
team (now the Iron.Sheik) and 
weightlifter Ken Patera. . . 

Flair made his pro debut on 
December 10, 1972 going to a draw 
with George Gadaski. . . Started 
out as a 260-pounder with short 
brown hair and a big nose. . . 

All that remains today is the 
nose. . . The AWA foolishly 
didn't give him a push from the 


start and in 1974 left for a small 
promotion in North Carolina to make 
wtestling history. . . Jim Crockett 
Jr., the oldest son of long-time 
promoter Jim Crockett was turning 
his territory big-league with the 
acquisition of leading heel Johnny 
Valentine. . . Flair, now with bleached 
blonde hair and minus a few pounds 
came in and was quickly pushed. . . 

He became an instant hit, but it 
almost all ended in 1975 when Flair 
was in a small plane crash with 
wrestlers Tim Woods, Valentine and 
Bob Bruggers. The latter two never 
wrestled again, and although Woods 
returned, he wasn't ever to return 
to top-line form. Flair was out 
several months with a broken back 
but on his return was even better. . . 
Flair continually was in the main 
events as the leading heel in the 
Caroliinas, feuding with the major 
babyfaces like Jimmy Snuka, Tim 
Woods, Johnny Weaver, Blackjack 
Mulligan and his two most bitter 
rivals, Wahoc McDaniel and Ricky 
Steamboat. . . By the late 1970s 
many felt Flair was ready to be 
World champion as he was respected 
as one of the biggest names in 
the profession. . . Finally captured 
the NWA World title on September 17, 
1981 in Kansas City when he defeated 
Dusty Rhodes. . . Lost the crown on 
June 10, 1983 in St. Louis to Harley 
Race, but regained control on 
November 24, 1983 in Greensboro at 
Starcade '83, then the biggest 
wrestling extravaganza of all-time 
before some 54,000 fans (live ' and 
closed-circuit attendance) and a 
$650,000 gate. . . At one point, 

Flair had headlined seven of the 10 
largest gates in North American pro 
history. . . Flair and Race secretly 
passed the title back-and-forth 
on March 21 and 23, 1984 while on 
tour of New Zealand and Singapore, 
with Race winning it in Wellington, 

N.Z. and losing it in Kallang, 

Singapore. . . Flair dropped the title 
again on May 6, 1984 in Irving, Texas 
to Kerry Von Erich before 32,123 
fans who paid $40^,000—the second 
largest live gate in history at 
the time. . . Flair regained the 
title for the fourth time on May 
24, 1984 in Yokosuka, Japan by 
beating Von Erich in 2 of 3 falls. 

. . . Flair was named Wrestler of 
the Year by the Wrestling Observer 
1981-85 and was also rated No. 1 
by the readers each year. . . 

Although Flair is predominately 
a heel, he has drawn some incredible 
crowds in the Carolinas working as 
a babyface. . . He headlined Starcade 
‘84 ($500,000 gate) defeating 
Dusty Rhodes in the main event, and 
on Starcade ’85 ($936,000 gate) he 
lost to Rhodes but ended up as 
champion due to a reversed decision. 

. . . Although Flair has been a 
consensus pick from wrestling 
experts as the best performer of 
this era, many also believe he 
hasn't been used correctly. . . 







within an inch of his life, then 
either causing a disqualification 
(which the title can't change 
hands on) or winning through 
a process which makes his foe 
still look better. That tactic 
was fine when Flair was the only 
World champion in most markets, ! 
but should have been adjusted ■ 
when Hulk Hogan (who always 
wins and dominates) and the WWF 
reached national exposure in 
1984. . . Most casual fans 
regard Hogan as a stronger 
wrestler than Flair, which is 
laughable. . . Flair's inter¬ 
views are among the best as 
well. . . His feud matches with 
Steamboat are regarded as some 
of thie greatest bouts in mat 
history. . . He always has 
several matches in the running 
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him into the monarch of the pro 
ring. . .Interviews are tremendous 
but sometimes he is used so much on 
television interviews that his act 
can get stale. . . Is definitely 
overexposed on television. . . 

The question on Flair is with all 
the bumps he takes night-after¬ 
night for more than a decade, the 
hectic schedule he's been under 
as World champion and his age, is 
when will Flair's star burn out. 

It doesn't appear to be soon, 
despite logic saying it should be. 

MASA FUG HI (5-10£, 205) 

Real name - Masanobu Fuchi 
Age - 32 (born 1/24/54.) 

Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Kitakyushu, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Veteran middle-of-the-card performer 
in Japan. . . Made pro debut in 
April, 1974. . . Worked in the 
U.S. in the late 1970s and early 
1980s as a tag team partner with 
Mr. Onita (Atsushi Onita), who 
has since retired due to bad 
knees. . . Does a lot of training 
with the younger wrestlers and 
works often as tag team partner 
of Tiger Mask. . . Has challenged 
for the jr. heavyweight title on 
occasion but has never won it. . . 
Helped Tiger Mask learn many 
mat fundamentals. 

Fuchi is one of the most underrated 
performers around. . . Because of 
a lack of charisma, will probably 
never be pushed to the top. . . Has 
very good ability, but isn't 
sensational. . . In the U.S. would 
need a manager and play the Oriental 
stereotype role or else be doomed 
to prelims. 

BOBBY FULTON (5~9i, 205) 

Real name - Robert Fulton 
Age - 25 
Years pro - 6 
Hometown - Columbus, Ohio 
Promotional affiliation - Mid 
South Sports 
Other ring names - None 

Half of the tag team called 
The Fantasties, with Tommy 
Rogers. . . Originally teamed 
with Terry Taylor as The Fantastic 
Ones in Georgia but the promotion 
quickly died out. . . Got his 
first major break in San Antonio 
and was then taken to the Mid South 
group In 1984 and put with Rogers 
to replace the RocknRoll Express 
who were leaving for three months 
for Memphis. . . The team was 
popular, but many .fans didn't like 
them because they were replacements 
for an even more popular team. . . 
Went to Dallas in 1984 and gained 
even more popularity. . . Started 
getting a major push when Mid South 
became the UWF and won its tag 
team championship on March 30, 1986. 

. . . Enters the ring to ZZ Top's 
"Sharp Dressed Man" song. 


Fulton is not what one would call 
a good technician. . . He actually 
messed up moves, but on the other 

hand, he works his butt off in the 
ring and his matches, particularly 
in tags are usually very good. . . 
Doesn’t have an interview style. . . 
Because of his size, would be lost 
without^ the flashy looks and the 
Fantastics gimmick. . . May have 
problems because of size staying 
at his current plateau. 

TATSUMI "DRAGON" FUJINAMI (5-8£, 208) 
Real name - Tatsumi Fujinami 
Age - 32 (born 12/23/53) 

Years pro - 16 

Hometown - Musashi, Oita, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Considered by many as the best of 
all the Japanese wrestlers. . . 

Rated by Lou Thesz as one of the 
25 greatest wrestlers of all-time, 
the only active competitor on Thesz* 
list. . . Held the WWF WoriLd jr. 
title and NWA Int jr. tittle on 
several occasions before competing 
strictly as a heavyweight in 1982. . 
Made his pro debut on May 9, 1971 
at the age of 17 weighing about 160 
pounds. . . Probably the most 
well-conditioned wrestler in the 
pro ranks. . . Although smaller than 
most of his opponents, he is very 
strong. . Rated No. 16 in the 
world in 1983, No. 8 in 1984 and 
No. 7 in 1985. . . First achieved 
prominence after spending 6^ years 
as a jobber underneath when he 
was chosen to become the first 
jr. heavyweight superstar by 
New Japan promoter Hisashi Shinma. 

. . . Shinma felt that adding the 
dimension of under-200 pounders 
doing moves the bigger men were 
unable to would help the promotion 
which had been weakened by the 
Muhammad Ali vs. Antonio Inoki 
fiasco in the summer of 1976. . . 
Fujinami won the WWF jr title from 
WWF jobber Jose Estrada on January 
23 * 1978 and has been a major star 
in Japan ever since. . . Through 
Shinma’s promoting as Fujinami*s 
ability, the lighter weight wrestlers 
became almost as popular as the big 
guys and Fujinami paved the way for 
the eventual popularity in Japan of 
wrestlers like both Tiger Masks 
and the Dynamite Kid. . . Although 
most of his career has been spent 
in Japan, Fujinami is also popular 
in Hawaii, Taiwan and Pakistan. . . 

He wrestled several times defending 
his title in the late 1970s in 
Southern California. . . Two-time 
winner of the IWGP World Tag Team 
tournament, winning in December, 1984 
with partner Antonio Inoki by 
defeating Dick Murdoch & Adrian 
Adonis, the in December, 1985 teamed 
with Kengo Kimura to win the final 
match from Inoki & Seiji Sakaguchi. . 
Currently Fujinami & Kimura are 
recognized as World tag team 
champions by the New Japan group. . . 
Had a tremendous feud with former 
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tag team partner Riki Choshu from 
1982-84 over the now defunct WWF 
International title. . . Is the 
heir apparent to the throne of 
the Nelw Japan promotion after 
Antonio Inoki retires. 

Fujinami is a great athlete in 
perfect shape with all the 
wrestling background needed. . . 

His size isn't even a hindrance 
as he's since proven to everyone 
in Japan he's more than a match 
for anyone of any size. . . 

However his lack of size probably 
would prevent him from being a 
major star in North America, as 
would his lack of a gimmick. . . 
Barring an injury will probably 
remain one of the leading superstars 

in the business for the next decade. 

! 


yp SHI A]&I FUJI WAR A (5-lli, 213) 

Real nihme - Yoshiaki Fujiwara 
Age - 37 (born 4/27/49) 

Years pro - 14 
Hometown — Jr-. po.m 

Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 


A protege of the legendary Karl 
Gotch. . . Absolutely colorless in 
the ring but known as a "killer" 
in a genuine conflict. . . Began 
pro wrestling in November, 1972 for 
New Japan and always worked in 
prelims. . . Because of a rather 
unimpressive physique and an ugly 
face, it was well known he'd never 
be a major star so he relegated 
himself to the role of instructing 
the best of the young rookies at 
Antonie Inoki's wrestling camp 
in the art of genuine "shooting." 

. . . (Alas always a prelim wrestler 

who never received a push until 
an early 1984 attack on Riki Choshu 
brought his genuine "shooter" image 
to the public. . . Was one of the 
stars of the now-defunct Universal 
Pro Wrestling Federation in Japan, 
which claimed to "shoot" rather than 
work matches. . . Was considered the 
toughest man in the old UWF which 


went out^of business in September, 
1985 . . . Went back with New Japan 
in 1986 , but with his reputation as 
a "shooter" now public knowledge he 
is considered one of the masters of 
the ring. . . Not popular, but well 
respected. 

Fujiwara's style consists of lots 

of painful moves against the joints 
which would go unappreciated by most 
fans. . • He has his group of hardcore 
"maniac" fans but the general 
public isn't entertained by his 
style of match which doesn't include 
flying moves, usage of the repes, or 
stand-up power moves. . . Many feel 

he is among the toughest men in the 
profession. . . Between his style 
and his lack of color, he'd have a 
difficult time making it anywhere 
that color or showmanship is required. 

. . . Is very sinister looking and 
intimidating despite his lack of 
size. 

DORY "HOSS" FUNK ( 6 -lJ, 240 ) 

Real name - Dorrance Funk, Jr. 

Age - 45 (born 2 / 19 / 41 !) 

Years pro - 24 

Hometown - Umbarger, Texas (now 

lives in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - 
Other ring names - The Outlaw, Hoss 
Funk 

Another of the sport's all-time 
greats. . . Son of legendary wrestler 
Dory Funk, Sr. who wrestled as a pro 
from 1939 until his death in 1973 . . - 
Brother Terry Funk is also a wrestling 
legend. . . Dory and Terry are the 
only brother combination ever to both 
hold the NWA World heavyweight title. 

. . . Played offensive guard at 

West Texas State 1959 - 62 . . . Turned 
pro in July, 1963. . • Through heavy 
pressure from his father, a member 
of the NWA Board of Directors, Dory 
won the World title on February 10, 

1969 in Tampa, Florida defeating 
Gene Kiniski. . . Held the title 
until May 24 , 1973 in Kansas City 
when he lost to Harley Race. . . 
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Actually Funk was supposed to drop 
the belt two-and-a-half months 
earlier to Jack Brisco, however 
Funk's father told the NWA that Dory 
was injured in a pick-up truck 
mishap and couldn't appear in the 
Houston match. Funk instead lost 
the tilile to Race because Race had 
a reputation as a wild fighter and 
if DorV wouldn't willingly go down 
in the match, Race was supposed to 
give him a beating. It never got 
out of hand, however. . . Remained 
a main eventer for the next decade, 
often in tag team situations with 
his brother. . . Was a great impact 
on Japan during title defenses in 
December, 1969 and has made more 
than 30 Oriental tours. . . For 
several years he was regarded as 
the top foreigner, and along with 
his brother were among the first 
foreigners accepted as babyfaces 
in Japsin. . . Although Funk's star 
has dimmed in recent years, even 
before his recent WWF tour he was 
recognized as Universal champion 
while working in Puerto Rico. . . 

As interviews and physiques came 
in, old warhorses like Funk declined 
in popularity and he only remains 
as a major star in the WWF through 
his family name and reputation. 

Funk is still smooth executing moves 
in the ring, but it rather color¬ 
less aijid lacking in the steroid 
physique. That and the fact he 
physically looks old makes it hard 
for many fans to take him seriously. 
Still knows how to work first- 


Funk held the NWA World title from 
December 10, 1975 when he defeated 
Jack Brisco in Miami Beach, Florida 
until losing to Harley Race on 
February 6, 197? in Toronto, Ontario. 

. . . Has been in-and-olit of wrestling 
during the past decade due to 
forays into the acting field and 
several knee operations. . . Was in 
Sylvester Stallone's movie "Paradise 
Alley ai also did the wrestling 
choreography in the movie. . . Also 
was a co-star in a short-lived ABC- 
TV series called "Wildside" in the 
summer of 1986. . . Will be appearing 
in Stallone's movie "Over the top" 
about arm wrestling which wil] be 
released in late 1986. . . Originally 
retired from pro wrestling on August 
31, 1983 in Tokyo teaming with his 
brother beating Stan Hansen & Terry 
Gordy in.one of the most famous 
matches in Japan mat history. . His 
December, 1977 battle with Dory against 
The Sheik and Abdullah the Butcher 
is legendary in Japan. . . Returned 
to wrestling in August, 1984 to get 
in shape for the 1984 Japanese tag 
team tournament in which he and Dory 
finished in third place. . . They 
had won the same tournament on three 
occasions. . . Signed with the WWF 
in June, 1985 as the villainous 
Texan with a branding iron. . . 

Lasted 10 months before quitting 
the WWF. . , Taking ;the summer off 
to work in the Stallone flitek and 
is expected to return to the ring 
in September. 

Even with beaten up knees and 


rate matches though he is unquestion- body that his taken incredible bumns 
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ably past his prime. . . His calm 
interviews, which used too be a 
trademark strength because they were 
so different from the other heels, 
have now worked against him as well. 

. . . More because of reputation 

than anything else he’ll probably 
still be a main-liner, tho his status 
at the top could drop at anytime. . . 
It Isn’t expected he'll last much 
longer in the WWF anyway. . . Many 
were very upset that the WWF gave' 
him the ring name "Hoss" after 
establishing a two-decade-plus 
reputation under his real name. . . 
His status as NWA champion is never 
mentioned by the WWF as part of the 
latter’s pretentions than anything 
that didn't happen within the WWF, 
just didn't happen. 

TERRY PUNK (6-0|, 235) 

Real name - Terry Funk 
Age - k2 (born 6/30/44) 

Years pro - 21 
Hometown - Canyon, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - The Texan 

The youngest of the Funk dynasty 
began wrestling in 1966 after 
playing offensive guard at West 
Texas State University from 1962- 
65 - • • Known as a wildman in the 
ring fqr taking crazy bumps. . . 

Also respected by his peers as 
being one of the five greatest 
wrestlers of the past two decades. 


for more than two decades, Funic 
is still ranked among the best in 
the World. . . May have been one 
of the two or three best during his 
prime throughout the 1970s. . . Rated 
No. 15 in the world in 1985. . . 

Excellent on interviews.Weakness 

is lack of speed. . . Is incredible 
at working entertaining matches with 
poor performers as his WWF bouts with 
Hulk Hogan and especially Junkyard 
Dog showed. 

GREG GAGNE (6-0i, 195) 

Real name - Greg Gagne 
Age - 38 (born 7/27/48) 

Years pro - 14 
Hometown - Mound, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation — American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

Son of wrestling legend Verne Gagne. 

• . . With his father, currently run 
the Minneapolis-based AWA. . . Very 
average in ability, whose only 
reason for being pushed was the 
fact his father was the boss. . . 

Played quarterback in college football 
first with the University of 
Minnesota and later with the 
University of Wyoming, but didn’t 
ever reach the starting-level. . 

Not related to Minnesota Twins 
shortstop Greg Gagne. . . Best 
known by fans for his tag team 
with Jim Brunzell, known as "The 
High Fliers" who held the AWA tag 
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■team belts on two occasions. . . 

Was a very hard worker for most of 
his career, although that no longer 
is the case. . . Suffered a serious 
knee injury in late 1984 and has 
never returned to full-time status, 
prefering the role of front office 
man and TV color commentator. . . 
Never made it as a top-level star 
outside the AWA. . . With his size, 
would have never had a chance in 
the business if it wasn't for his 
father. . . Nearly destroyed his 
career in 1985 taking a "Rambo" 
gimmick and teaming with the used- 
up relic Sgt. Slaughter. 

Although Gagne is often ridiculed 
because he was lacking in muscularity 
yet heavily pushed, he was a good 
worker. ... That was all due to 
effort, not ability. . . Called a 
"High Flier," but for his size was 
at best adequate in the air. . . 

Has never been the same since the 
knee injury. . . Hasn't been a major 
star since the Road Warriors came to 
the AWA, two men so large it made 
someone the size of Gagne look 
puny by comparison. . . His career 
looks to be at a standstill. 

VERNE GAGNE (5-10£, 215) 

Real name - Verne Gagne 
Age - 6l 
Years pro - 39 
Hometown - Mound, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

The czar of the AWA and one of the 
ali~‘time legends in pro wrestling. . , 
Was a three-time NCAA champion at 
191 pounds for the University of 
Minnesota 19^6-48. . . Represented 
the U.S. in the 1948 Olympics but 
didn't place. . . Also played 
college football alongside NFL 
Hall-of-Famer and subsequent pro 
wrestling star Leo Nomellini. . . 
Teammate as well of Minnesota 
Vikings coach Bud Grant. . . 

Came out of college and spurned 
pro football offers to go instead 
into wrestling. . . With his clean- 
cut image and exceptional back¬ 
ground , was a main-eventer from 
his pro debut on May 10, 1948 in 
Minneapolis. . . Was a major star 
of the first television era, as 
the clean-cut babyface using the 
sleeper hold on the matches on 
the Dumont network televised from 
Chicago’s Marigold Arena. . . 

Was earning $100,000 per year before 
any baseball or football players 
were. . . Was never allowed to win 
the NWA World title in the 1950s, 
so along with several other Midwest 
promoters created his own AWA 
in 1959 and over the next 22 years, 
held the AWA World title on 11 
occasions. . . Was one of only two 
major World champioms (the other 
being Frank Gotch in 1913) to retire 
as World champ when, on his 56th 
birthday, he retired on May 10, 1981 
after beating Nick Bockwinkel in 
St. Paul. . . jj ag ma( j e frequent 


comebacks over the past five years 
as he can't get the cheers out of 
his bloodstream. . . In a 1985 
comeback, broke three ribs and a 
subequent accident while fishing in 
Alaska which caused him to lose much 
of his vision made it seem like his 
career was finally over. . . Changed 
his mind and has already appeared in 
two matches in 1986. 

No doubt Gagne was one of the all- 
time greats. . . However, even in 
the 19?0s he was past-his-prime 
and his continuing as World champ 
on-and-off through 1981 is a tribute 
to his massive ego. . . Did very 
humble and effective babyface 
interviews, the kind which wouldn’t 
get over today. . . The kind of 

wrestler which made Gagne a million¬ 
aire probably couldn't get him out 
of prelims today, although for 
pure ability he'd wipe the ring 
in his heydey with 99 percent of 
today's pros. . . He is actually 
very much pathetic to watch in 
his annual spring-time comebacks, 
perhaps more so than any other 
athlete in history that has hung 
on too long. 

ONE MAN GANG (6-6, 400) 

Real name - George Gray 
Age - 26 (born 2/12/60) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Lexington, Kentucky 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - George Gray, 

Crusher Broomfield 

A huge monster with a mohawk haircut 
and tatoos on his forehead. . . 

Began wrestling in 1979 as Crusher 
Broomfield for an independent group 
run by Angelo Poffo in Kentucky. . . 
First break' came in 1981 when he 
went to the Mid South area and was 
given the One Man Gang monicker by 
Bill Watts. . . With Jerry Blackwell 
slowed down by age, is the best 
worker of all the current 400-pounders 
. . . Nicknamed "The Moon." . . . 

Has worked mainly as a heel, although 
at times has been a character 
babyface. . . Has worked exclusively 
on the Southern circuits. . . 

Will someday make a big name for 
himself on the national scene, maybe 
even within the next year. 

Although the Gang is a good worker 
for a monster, that still limits 
him. . . Has an incredible amount 
of scar tissue for one so young. . . 
Good on interviews. . . Should be 
a major force in wrestling for 
the next decade. 

"GORGEOUS" JIMMY GARVIN (5-10|, 210) 
Real name - James Williams 
Age - 3 2 C la 7/WS X) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida (now lives 
in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Beau James 

Started in the wrestling business 
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right out of high school as the 
bleached-blonde Jimmy Garvin, billed 
as the younger brother of heel tag 
team Terry and Ronnie Garvin in 
1971 wlfiile in Louisiana. . . Also 
managed for a while in Florida 
under the name Beau James before 
becoming a full-time pro in 1976 
. . . In reality, Terry and Ronnie 
Garvin weren't related, however 
Jimmy is the Stepson of Ron 

Garvin,. . . Wife Patty Williams 
plays the role of his valet Precious 
. . . developed a niche in wrestling 
as a mid-level babyface with strong 
skills but hampered by lack of size. 

• . . Career took off in 1982 while 
in Florida when he became the heel 
"Gorgeous" Jimmy G a rvin, with valet 
Sunshine, who he took on the road 
with hiLm to Texas. . . Actually 
Garvin and Precious were married 
in the late 1970s. . . His feud in 
Texas Vfith D a vid Von Erich and Chris 
Adams drew huge crowds on several 
circuits. . . When Precious became 
Garvin's valet and the fired Sunshine 
turned babyface, it became a trend- 
setting new angle that every promotion 
has tried to copy. . . Garvin held 
the AWA tag title from September 29, 
1985 through January, 1986 with 
partner Steve Regal. . . They won the 
belts from the Road Warriors, then 
lost them to Curt Hennig & Scott 
Hall..J . Garvin then underwent 
orthosciopic knee surgery, and came 
back a few months later working 
for Jim Crockett Promotions. 

Garvin has fine skills and was a 
good wcirker, but found out good 
work didn't get him anywhere, 
while 1?he heat created by a female 
valet made him a major star. . . 

More of a good entertainer than a 

serious technical wrestler. 

Excellent on i..„«rviews. . . Has 
a great "act" although his bouts 
themselives are generally not very 
good. . . Looks to be one of the 
major stars in wrestling for the 
next few years in the gimmick role. 

RONNIE GARVIN (5-10, 210) 

Real nalme - Ronald Barnes 

Age - 4'2 

Years plro - 24 

Hometown - Montreal, Quebec 

Promotional affiliation - Jim 

Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Ron Barnes 

Turned pro as a teenager in 
his native Canada in 1963. • • 

Became Ronnie Garvin when hooked 
up with Terry Garvin around 
Louisiana in 1971- • • Nicknamed 
"Hands of Stone" due to his gimmick 
of the one-punch knockout. . .Is 
both a boxing and akiing enthusiast. 

. . . In excellent condition. . . 

Has spent most of the past 15 years 
fading in-and-out of the wrestling 
mainstream. . . Has spent an equal 
amount of time as both a babyface 
and a hbel, but is far more effective 
as a heel. . . Has often wrestled 
as the brother of Jimmy Garvin, 
though in reality he is Garvin's 
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stepfather, having married Garvin's 
mother who is six years his senior. . 
Feuded with Ric Flair a lot in 
1986. 

Garvin is an adequate worker who 
needs an opponent who will take lots 
of bumps to make him look effective. 

. . . In that way his series against 
Flair served to revitalize his 
career. . . Has been pushed extremely 
hard, although most feel if someone 
with more charisma had been given 
the same push, the results at the 
gate would have been a whole lot 
better. . . Average on interviews. . 
Deals out an awful lot of punishment 
to inexperienced jobbers on TV 
matches. . . However all the hard 
blows and twisting the body in 
the wrong direction gives a semblance 
of realism to his matches in spite 
of his funky one-punch finish. 

JEFF GAYLORD (6-3, 265) 

Age - 27 (born 10/15/58) 

Years pro - I 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Former first team All-American 
defensive end from the University 
of Missouri in 1981. . . Drafted 
in the third round by the Los 
Angeles Rams in 1982 but was cut 
in camp. . . Spent the past few 
years in the United States Football 
League. . . Got into pro wrestling 
in iate 1985 after the San Antonio 
Gunslingers folded. . Trained by 
Tom Jones. . . Can bench press in 

excess of 500 pounds. 

Gaylord has a strong background and 
a good size and physique. . . The 
potential is there, but he's still 
inexperienced and working as a jobber 
. . . It's too early to tell what 
direction his career will take, but 
if he even learns adequate skills, 
the potential is there to be a big 
star. 

ROBERT GIBSON (5-11^, 2cS J 
Real name - fane 

Age - (born 7/19/5T7) 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Pensacola, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

One-half of the famous "Rock'n'Roll 
Express"tag team with Ricky Morton 
. • • Brother of pro wrestler Rick 
Gibson and has another brother, Ruben, 
who wrestled in the mid-1970s. . . 

Mother is deaf. . . A mid-level 
journeyman performer working the 
Southern circuits until put together 
with Morton in 1983. . . The two 
became one of the hottest acts in 
the country in the Mid South (now 
UWF) region in 1984. . . Left for 
the Carolinas in the summer of 
1985 and crowds immediately went 
way up. . . Set gate records in 
almost every city in the Mid South 
area as well. . . Gibson is a very 
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ROBERT GIBSON (left) AND RICKY 
MORTON - THE ROCK'N’ROLL EXPRESS 


lucky individual as without the 
gimmick would have heen destined to 
be a journeyman pro used on the 
smaller circuits in Tennessee and 
Alabama to draw young girls. . . 

Morton and Gibson were put together 
by Jerry Lawler, who was looking 
for a team to attract younger girls. 
. . . The two didn't become big 

draws for Lawler, however. They 
became a big hit upon leaving 
Memphis for the Mid South area. 

Gibson is an adequate wrestler oh 
his own, but has learned to blend 
his style in with Morton's to form 
an outstanding duo. . . The two are 
consistently rated as one of the top 
10 tag teams in the world. . . Held 
regional titles everywhere they've 
been including two-times holding 
the NWA tag team title in 1985-86 
working for Crockett. . . However, 

as anyone who watched David Cassidy 
and other hearthrobs designed for 
14-year-oid girls burn out in two 
years, it should be obvious Morton- 
Gibson better cash in now because 
in two or three years they'll be 
old news. 


3DDIE "HOT STUFF" GILBERT (5-10, 2/0,) 
Real name - Thomas Edward Gilbert, Jr. 
Age - H 
Years pro - ^ 

Hometown - Lexington, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Son of former pro wrestler Tommy 
Gilbert who is now a referee for 
Mid South Sports. . . Began wrestling 
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ri^ht after high school graduation 
in 1978. . . Used to be a writer and 
photographer for wrestling magazines 
while in high school. . . Didn't 
want to trade oh his father's name 
so wrestles by his middle name. . . 

Suffered a severe neck injury in 
a 1983 auto accident which nearly 
ended his career. . . A very good 
worker who is hurt by lack of size. . 
Currently spends more time as a 
manager in the UWF area than 
wrestling. . . Worked his way up 

to a main event heel after spending 
much of his career as a babyface 
in the summer of 1984. . . Held 
regional titles on his hometown 
Tennessee circuit. . . Worked 1982-83 
as a top-level television loser for 
the WWF. 

Gilbert is both a good worker and 
is strong on interviews. . . Because 

of looks, may be transformed shortly 
to babyface even though he's been 
as effective a heel as his size 
permits. . . In some form-or-another 
should be a name in wrestling for 
the next decade. 

TERRY "BAM BAM" GORDY (6-4, 285) 

Real name - Terry Gordy 
Age - 25 (born k/27/£} ) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Potentially one of the all-time 
greats in the business. . . One- 

third of the ''Fabulous Freebird" 
tag team with Michael Hayes and 
Buddy Roberts. . . Began wrestling 
at the age of lty in late 1975 after 
lying about his age to get licensed. 

. . . His Freebird duo with Hayes 
was formed in November, 1977 with 
Gordy bleaching his hair blonde. . . 

Even as a teenager he was a very 
good worker. . . Can do almost 
anything in the ring. . . Biggest 
break came while working the Mid 
South circuit in 1980 when he and 
Hayes set several attendance 
records. . . Joined up with Roberts 
in the Mid South and the Gordy- 
Roberts duo with H a yes as manager 
became the hottest act on the 
Atlanta Superstation in 1981. . . 

An established main eventer in 
Japan as well. . . Although known 
primarily for his tag team work, is 
excellent as a single. . . His wild 
partying lifestyle is his only 
drawback as it causes his weight 
to sometimes get out of control. . . 
Relies on natural athletic ability 
and god-given strength rather than 
training. . . Was the first UWF 
champion having won a tournament on 
May 30, 1986 in Houston. . . The 
Freebirds have held tag titles and 
set attendance marks almost everywhere 
they've appeared. . . Has a brief 
but uneventful stay in the WWF in 
the summer of 1984 being hooked up 
with Cyndi Lauper and David Wolfe. . . 
Their WWF tenure was shortened bv 
personality conflicts. . . 





Rated Nu. 9 in the oriG in 1983, 

Mo. 11 in 1984 and No. 8 in 1985 i 
. . . The 1983-86 feud between 
The _ Freebirds and the Von Erich 
family in Texas is generally regarded 
as one of the greatest mat feuds 
of all-time. 

Gordy is an excellent worker with 
great size. . . He both has a 
great variety of offensive moves 
and sells opponents moves better 
than anyone of his size in wrestling. 
... Is equally good in singles 
or tags. . . Gan do a good interview, 
but when he’s paired up on the mic 
with Hayes, the interviews are 
excellent. . . Sometimes too much 
fun out of the ring affects his work 
inside the ring. . . if that's kept 
under control, will surely be an 
a ll - 'time great in the profession. 

RENE GOULET (5-U- 210) 

Real name - Bedard 

Age - 46 
Years; pro - 27 
Hometown - Montreal, Quebec 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Rene Goulliere, 

Sgt. Jacques Goulet 

A veteran French-Canadian who has 
spent his career being billed from 
Nice, France. . . Made his pro 
debut in i960. . . Has been a 
journeyman pro much of his career 
althcjugh has been effective as a 
tag team. . . Held WWWF tag team 
title with the legendary Karl Gotch 
from December 1971 until March 
1972. . . Also a member of a duo 
called the Legionairres in the 
mid-70s, while wrestling as Sgt. 

Jacques Goulet from the French 
Foreign Legion both with partners 
Zarnoff LeBeouff (Sgt. LeBeouff) 
or Don Fargo. . . Won the New Japan 

tag team tournament in 1981 with 
partner Andre the Giant defeating 
Antonio Inoki and Tatsumi Fujinami 
in the finals, 

Goulet has always been a good worker 
but lacked in both size and color. . 
Because he grew up speaking French, 
his interviews never got him over 
in the United States. . . Works for 
Titan Sports where he does a solid 
job losing television matches, but 
is no longer that good in the arenas. 

MIKE GRAHAM (5-5, 185) 

Real Jfiame - Mike Gossett 

Age -I 33 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida 

Promotional affiliation - None 

Other ring names - None 

Son of long-time Florida wrestler and 
promoter Eddie Graham, the architect 
of the Championship Wrestling from 
Florida, Inc. office. , . Upon his 
father's suicide death in January, 

1985, took over the Florida office. 

. .Wasn't cut out to be a promoter 
and has since given up controlling 
interest to Duke Keomuka and Hiro 
Matsudla. . Was both a champion 
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wrestler and powerlifter as an 
amateur. . . Attended Robinson High 
in Tampa and was a classmate of 
Dick Slater, Steve Keirn and Hulk 
Hogan. ... Once held a Florida state 
bench press record with a 400 pound 
lift at 181 pounds. . . Broke into 
wrestling right out of high school 
in 1972 and worked with his father 
as a tag team. . . Because his father 
was the promoter, was pushed from 
the start. . . Faded in-and-out 
of wrestling, mainly confining 
his activities to his home state.. . 
Was considered a solid wrestler but 
size was a detriment . . . Generally 
wrestled high on cards but rarely was 
on top. . . Hasn't worked full-time 
in recent months. 

Graham, although having a solid sports 
background, really made it because 
his father was the promoter. . . He 
was a solid performer and generally 
in semifinals until around 1983 when 
his work went down and he's more or 
less drifted out of the business. 

"SUPERSTAR'' BILLY GRAHAM (6-2, 250) 
Real name - Wayne Coleman 

Age - 43 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Paradise Valley, Arizona 
(now lives in San Bernardino, 
California) 

Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - None 

Considered one of the greatest heels 
of all-time. . . Never a good worker, 
but the forerunner of today's steroid 
athletes with his massive and muscular 
physique. . . Trained by wrestler 
Jerry Graham and got his name when ^ 
he broke into the sport in 1969, 
working as Jerry's youngest brother 
Billy. . . in reality, there is no 
relation between Billy and any of 
the other wrestling Grahams. . . Firdt 
big break came in 1971 when he held 
the California version of the World 
tag team title with Pat Patterson. . . 
Went to the AWA in late 1972 and 
quickly became its lead heel. .. . 

A former bodybuilder having placed 
fifth in a Mr. World contest and 
having won a version of the teenage 
Mr. America in the early 1960s. . . 
Possessed some of the biggest arms 
in the world in the 1970s. . . Is 
best known for his two stints in 
the WWF in the 1970s. . . His first 
bouts with Bruno Sammartino drew some 
of the most incredible heat ever at 
Madison Square Garden. . His return 
trip brought him the WWF title, 
winning it from Bruno Sammartino on 
April 30, 1977 and retaining it 
until February 20, 1978 when he lost 
to Bob Backlund in Madison Square 
Garden. . . Was the longest reigning 
heel champion and best-drawing heel 
in the history of the WWF. . . Fell 
out of the wrestling mainstream by 
the middle of 1978 and worked on 
some smaller circuits the remainder 
of the year. . . Career apparently 
ended in 1979 when he temporarily 
retired due to cancer of the back, 
which many have attributed to 






his obsession with having the largest 
muscular arms in the world. . . It 
was even reported in several news¬ 
papers and on television stations 
that Graham had died in late 1981, 
which many joke that he really did. 

; . . Returned for a tour of Japan 
in early 1982 and had a very poor 
tour of the WWF in late 1982-1983 
although his initial appearences with 
Backlund drew sellout crowds. . . 

Left the WWF for Jim Crockett 
Promotions where he was a prelira 
heel. , . Turned babyface with 
Crockett and seemed to get some of 
his old heat back, although his 
ring performance was awful. . . 
Injured his back, then left the 
Crockett group and has mainly worked 
small independent shows in 1986. . . 
Is scheduled to return to the WWF 
to challenge Hulk Hogan, and later 
turn babyface and be Hogan's partner 
during the fall of I986. 

Graham was always a poor wrestler, 
although he could get tremendous 
heat because of his physique which 
was_ unique in its day. . . Great 
on interviews, having developed 
phrases like "The Man of the‘hour, 
the man with the power, too sweet 
to be sour” which have been copied 
by many like Dusty Rhodes, K e n 
Patera and Jesse Ventura. . . 

His interviews help him as a 
babyface although his weathered 
physical condition hurt him as 
a heel. . .His work fell off 
even more due to his illness, amd 
now can only work 2:00 at a time. 

THE GRAPPLER (5-10, 215) 

£ Real name - Len Denton 
Age - 

Years pro - 8 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Wrestling 
Other ring names - Len Denton, 

Dirty White Boy No. 

A solid performer who almost 
completely lacks in color. . . 

Known for wearing a built-up 
"loaded" boot. . . Achieved some 
success in 1981 winning the North 
American title in the Mid South 
area. . . Mainly known as a tag 
team wrestler with partner Grappler 
No. 2 (Tony Anthony) or Dirty White 
Boy Tony Anthony, who is no longer 
in the wrestling business. . . 
Currently teams with Texas referee 
Rick Hazzard, who wears a mask as 
Grappler No. 2. 

Grappler is a good wrestler, but 
is lacking is anything special. . . 

His interviews are average and 
wearing a mask limits his crowd 
appeal. . . Can be built up in 
a tag team situation, but it’s 
doubtful could ever be anything 
as a drawing card. . . Destined 
to be a solid worker low on cards 
it appears. 

CHAVO GUERRERO ( 5 - 8 , 205) 

Real name - Chavo Guerrero 
Age - 36 


Years pro - 13 

Hometown - El Paso, Texas (now lives 
in Los Angeles, California) 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

One of the best wrestlers around for 
the past decade. . . Has always been 
frustrated with the business because 
no promotion will headline him due 
"to his size. . . Was the last babyface 
wrester to be a consistent top draw 
in Southern California, but never 
headlined after leaving the South. . . 
Som of Gory Guerrero, a famous Mexican 
headliner in the 1950 s and early 
1960s and later promoter in El 
Paso, Texas where Chavo grew up. . . 
Brothers Armando and Hector are 
also.wrestlers. . . Was an All- 

American wrestler in 1970 and 1971 
at 118 and 126 pounds wrestling for 
the University of Texas at El Paso. 

. . . Also competed on the UTEP 

gymnastics team. . . Began wrestling 
in the summer of 197*1 after spending 
two years as an assistant wrestling 
coach at UTEP. . Came to Southern 
California in 1975 and became the 
biggest star of a dying area because 
of his good looks, acrobatic ability 
and solid wrestling background. . . 

Was a consistent main-eventer and 
wrestled all over the world.. . . 

Never was pushed again after leaving 
Los Angeles. . . Has walked out on 

many promotions. . . Held the Inter¬ 
national junior heavyweight title in 
Japan on three occasions. . . Rated 
No. 17 in the world in 1983 , No. 

22 in 1984 and No. 35 in 1985 . . . 
Currently a middle-of-the-card 
performer for the UWF. 

Guerrero has great athletic ability 
and is one of the top wrestlers 
around. . . He's slowed a bit but 
his technique is as good as anyone's 
in the United States. . . His 
interviews are average, but his lack 
of size, especially with the much 
larger super-giants that are entering 
the game , will probably keep him 
from being a consistent main eventer 
again. . . Should always have a solid 
spot on the card, particularly in 
Japan since he's among the few who 
can stay move-for-move with the Japan¬ 
ese . 

HECTOR "PISTOLAS" GUERRERO ( 5 -U£, 210) 
Real name - Hector Guerrero 

Age - 29 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - El Paso, Texas (now lives 
in Los Angeles, California) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - None 

.followed older brother Chavo Guerrero 
into wrestling. . , Son of former 
wrestler Gory Guerrero. . . Won 
the then-famed Los Angeles Battle 
Royal and later the Americas' title 
while still a rookie weighir^r 1?0 
pounds. . . Has wrestled primiarly 
in the south, and in recent years 
has gained enough weight to be a 
bonafide heavyweight ... , Hampered 
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CHAVO (HEFT) AND BROTHER HECTOR GUERRERO 


by bad knees. , . Forms an excellent 
tag te-am with his brother. . . 

Held back because he's only adequate 
on interviews. . . Although a top- 
notch wrestler, is being held back 
in his current prelim role for Jim 
Crockett Promotions. . . Rated No. 

47 in the world in 1985* 

Guerrero is a fine wrestler, but 
in these days of super-giants, 
doesn't appear to have a shot at 
being a main eventer. . . His best 

role would be in tag team situations 
with his brother. . . Should be 
pushed hard in Japan for the rest 
of this decade as a foe for Tiger 
Mask. . . Barring injuries should 
be among the better performers 
in a supporting role for several 
more years. 

SCOTT "COYOTE" HALL (6-5, li f ) 

Real name - Scott Hall 
Age - 26 (born 10/20/59) 

Years pro - 3 

Hometovrn - Charlotte, North 
Carolina 

Promotional affiliation - 

1 ' 

Other ring names - American Star- 
ship Coyote, Coyote 

A huge and very muscular man who 
started wrestling in 1984 as part 
of The American Starship, an 
ultra-sti ff prelim tag team with 
Dan Spivey. , . The two were friends 
from Charlotte who trained as Ricky 
Steamboat’s gym. . , Billed anywhere 
from 6-7 to 6-9 and up to 300 pounds. 
. . . Won the AWA tag team title in 

February, 1986 with partner Curt 
Hennig from Jim Garvin & Steve Regal. 
. . . Dropped the belts on May 17, 
1986 in Hammond, Ind. to Buddy 
Rose & Doug Somers. . . Wrestled 
as a heel in Kansas City. . . With 

his goold looks and muscles, was 


expected to be a major superstar but 
fans simply haven’t taken to him. . . 
Greatly lacking in skill. 

Hall looks great, but once the bell 
rings, his heat is virtually zero. . . 
Has little in the way of ability 
and many are disappointed in his 
limited amount of improvement over 
the years. . . Is still working the 
middle of the cards although many 
expect him to be a major superstar 
for years to come. . . Is actually 
fine on interviews and has good 
presence, but must learn a lot about 
what to do in the ring or he'll never 
reach the levels folks predict from him. 



SCOTT HALL (LEFT) WITH PARTNER CURT 
HENNIG 
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Many-time World middleweight champ 
El Gran Hamada 

EL GRAN HAMADA (5-2, 160) 

Real name - Hiroaki Hamada 
Age - 35 (born ll/2?/50) 

Years prg - 4 15 

Hometown - Japan (now lives in 
Mexico City, Mexico) 

Promotional affiliation - Universal 

Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Little Hamada 

Probably the shortest active wrestler 
to have held a major wrestling 
title in the United States. . . 

Hamada held the Americas’ title in 
Southern California in 1980 . . . 

Has been a major star in Mexico 
since 1975 holding several lighter 
weight World titles. . . Main feud 
has been with Pero Aguayo. . . 

After the hit.the original Tiger 
Mask made, he actually was able 
to return to his native Japan with 
some success in 1981. . . Teamed 
with the new Tiger Mask in January 
1985 and hasn* t been back in Japan 
since because he tried to make 
Tiger look baa. . . Among the 
smallest active grapplers of any 
reputation. 

Hamada is a very good worker. . . 

His lack of size enables him to 
do many acrobatic moves and he 

executes quickly. . . The same 
size-factor will keep him from 
being a major force in Japan or 
ever appearing in the U.S. again. 

. . . In fact, in a September, 1984 
tour of Japan, was even towered 
over by Chavo and Hector Guerrero. 

ANIMAL hamaguchi ( 5-7, 205) 

Real name - Higo Hamaguchi 
Age - 39 (born 8/31/4?) 

Years pro - 17 


Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Higo Hamaguchi 

One of the hardest workers in pro 
wrestling. . . His tag team with 
Riki Choshu, which was a major 
force in Japan 1983-85 is generally 
considered as one of the finest 
tag team of all-time. . . Made pro 
debut in the fall of 1969 and 
almost immediately was sent on a 
tour of the Midwest U.S. . . . Was 
a headliner and Midwest champ in 
the old Nebraska circuit on his only 
U.S. tour. . . Spent most of his 
career working for the now-defunct 
IWE in Japan as a semifinal wrestler. 
. . . His biggest success came 
as Choshu's partner in feuds on 
the New Japan mat. . . In the last 
year, has been phased out of the 
top-class in favor of Yoshiaki 
Yatsu. . . Rated No. 26 in the 
world in 1984 and No. 23 in 1985. 

Hamaguchi is a victim of the change 
in times. . . He was a great worker 
but never pushed to the top in 
the 1970s, thus after he was given 
somewhat of a push, it was easy 
to replace him sighting his advancing 
age. . . Still a great perfrfrmer and 
respected. . . Can get great 

heat. 

ASHURA “HIT MAN" HARA (5~9i, 220) 

Real name - Hara 

Age - 39 (born 1/8/47) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Susuma Hara 

Former captain of the Japanese 
national rugby team. . . burned pro 
after a celebrated rugby career 
on June 23, 1978. . . Held some 
junior heavyweight titles before 
plumping out. . . Was Baba’s No. 4 
babyface behind himself, Jumbo 
Tsuruta and Genichiro Tenryu for 
several years. . . Was involved in 
a promotional fiasco and charged with 
embezzlement in late 1984, seemingly 
ending his career. . . Baba finally 
allowed him to return seven months 
later, but as a heel member of the 
International Blood Army. 

Hara is a hard fighter and a genuine 
athlete but has never came back to 
peak condition after the layoff. . . 
Can get good heat. . . A good 
worker but only average in stamina. 

• ; • Will have a hard time main¬ 
taining his position! in the years 
to come. 

STA.N "THE LARIAT” HANSEN (6-2$, 280) 
Real name - John Stanley Hansen 
Age - 37 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Borger, Texas (now lives 
in Jackson, Mississippi) 

Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 
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One of the biggest drawirg cards in 
Japanese wrestling over the past 
decade, . . Former All-Missouri 
Valley Conference linebacker at 
West Texas State University in 
1971. * . Drafted in the 11th 
round by the Baltimore Colts in 
1972 but failed to make the team. 

. . . Became a pro wrestler in 
1973- • • Gained international 


10 in 1982, No. 7 in 1983, No. 9 in 
1984 and No. 4 in 1985* . • Also 
holds Japan's version of the World 
tag team title with Ted DiBiase. . 
Along with Bruiser Brody, is 
considered to have one of the 
greatest tag teams of all-time. . . 
Also a headliner in Puerto Rico. . 
Works very little in the United 
States. 


attention for allegedly breaking 
the neck of Bruno Sammartino in 
a 1976 match at Madison Square 
Garden. . The Sammartino-Hansen 
grudge match at Shea Stadium drew 
32,000 fans. . . Has a reputation 
for being hard to control, thus has 
only made one brief return to the 
Northeast since his initial tour. . 
Earns $10 ,000 per week while in 
Japan. . . Was the first wrestler 
to create the aura of the "clothesline 
which he called The Lariat. . . The 
move has become universally known 
under the Lariat monicker and is 
the most widely-imitated move in 
pro wrestling. . . Won the AWA 
World title on December 29. 1985 
at the Meadowlands in New Jersey 
from Rick Martel. . . Kept the title 
until June 29* 1986 when he was 
stripped of it for refusing to 
wrestle a Denver match against Nick 
Bockwinkel. . . Named best brawling 
wrestler in the world in 1985 after 
placing second to Bruiser Brody the 
three previous polls. . . Rated 


Hansen is one of the great performers 
of the past decade. . . His bull-like 
physique and power combined with 
non-stop action made him a superstar 
in Japan. . . Has now past his peak 
in Japan, but is still a drawing 
card. . . Excellent on interviews 
as well. . . Some fans mark him down 
for not having the in-vogue steroid 
physique, but his performance usually 
quiets most criticisms. . . Still a 
very good performer, but not quite 
as his level of 2-3 years ago. 

BRET "H I T MAN" HART (6-0|, 225) 

Real name - Bret Hart 
Age - 2? 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - None 

From the largest wrestling family 
in the world. . . Son of former 
wrester Stu Hart with several 
wrestling brothers and even mere 
brothers-in-law. . . One of the 


No. 17 in the World in I 98 I, No. best wrestlers in the WWF and 
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certainly its most underrated 
wrestler. . . Forms a tag team 
with brother-in-law Jim Neidhart, 
called "The Hart Foundation.” . . . 

Is also brother-in-law of leading 
m rival D a vey Boy Smith, who is 
married to his sister Diana Hart. . . 
Was one of the leading rivals of 
the original Tiger Mask while in 
, Japan in 1982. . . Was the leading 

babyface for Stampede Wrestling for 
several years before joining the 
WWF. . . Still a mid-level star, 
but with ability far beyond that 
distinction. . . Rated No. 37 in 
the world in 1985. 

Hart has been a top performer since 
1980. . . He was an excellent 
tradidioimal babyface on interviews 
while working in Canada where he 
came off honestly. Isn't nearly as 
effective on the mic in the WWF 
where everyone has to play "Can you 
top this” and tell tall stories or 
get lost in the shuffle. . . With 
his age, exposure and ability, should 
be a superstar for the next decade. 

BRUCE HART (5-8J, 195) 

Real name - Bruce Hart 
Age - 34 
Years pro - 16 
Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
• Promotional affiliation - Stampede 

Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 

The older brother of wrestler Bret 
Hart. . . Spent virtually his entire 
career working for his father's 
«* Stampede promotion in Western 

Canada. . . Debuted as a teenager 
in 1971. . . Has been a mid-levei 
wrestler ever since. 

■“fc 

Hart is a decent performer. . . Has 
done well, despite his size in 
an area which pushes smaller men. . . 
Interviews are good for a babyface 
but would be a hindrance U.S. 
style. . . Size would also work 
against him. . . Destined to stay 
where he's at. 

KEITH HART (5-10, 200) 

Real name - Keith Hart 
Age - 31 
Years pro - 10 
Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 

Another son of Stu Hart and brother 
of Bret Hart. . . The worst wrestler 
in the family. . . A mid-level 
performer. . . Works full-time as 
a fireman so wrestling isn't his 
major concern anymore. . . Won the 
Alberta lottery in 1985 so is 
financially set for life. 

Hart isn't terrible, but he's only 
a fair performer. . . His interviews 
are boring . . He’s the type of 
wrestler who wouldn't be in the 
profession if his father wasn’t 
the promoter. 


"FREBBIRD" MICHAEL HAYES (6-2, 235) 
Real name - Michael Seitz 
Age - 2? (born 3/29/59) 

Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Pensacola, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Michael Seitz 

Began wrestling while still a 

teenager in May, 1977- . . Formed 
The FreeMrds, using the ring name 
"Pretty Boy” Michael Hayes in 
November, 1977- . . Did a 45 RPM 
record called "Badstreet U.S.A." . . 
Best known for having very long 
bleached blond hair . . . . Brother 

Roy plays college football at Memphis 
State University. . . Gained nation¬ 
wide exposure .in 1980 as the manager 
of Terry Gordy and Buddy Roberts on 
WTBS, the Atlanta Superstation. , . 
Named best villain in wrestling in 
1983 and placed in the top five in both 
1934 and 1985. ■ • Credited by many 
as the leading reason Texas was such 
a hot mat territory in the 1983-84 
era. . . Held several tag te»m titles 
with Gordy and Roberts. . . Drawn 
some of the biggest crowds ever in 
Georgia and Louisiana. 

Hayes is an adequate performer as 
a single, but shines backing up 
Gordy. . . Is one of the best in 

the^ world on interviews . , Will, 
if he doesn’t burn too many bridges 
or cause his own problems, be among 
the hottest performers in wrestling 
for some time to come, 

BILLY JACK HAYNES (6-2, 250) 

Real name - William Haynes, Jr. 

Age - 33 (born 7/10/53) 

Years pro - 5 

Hometown - Portland, Oregon 
Promotional affiliation.- Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Billy Jackson, 

Billy Jack 

Began.wrestling in 1982 after 
spending most of his youth in 
prison for fighting. . . Credits 
wrestling for turning his life 
around ... A huge, muscular 
specimen who has been a headliner 
since he burst upon the scene in 
Oregon at the end of 1982. . 

Placed in several bodybuilding 
contests before becoming a wrestler , . 
Also tried boxing. . . Used the 
name Billy Jack from the movie of 
the same name when he started 
wrestling, , . Has walked out on 
just about every promotion he’s ever 
worked for because he wasn't the 
No. 1 star. . . Gets by purely on 
physical presence. . . Walked out 
on his home promotion in May, 1986 
to join the WWF, just days before 
a much-ballyhooed series of matches 
with Ric Flair. 

Haynes as a performer is pretty bad. 

■ . . His interviews are soft-spoken 
and he usually says the same thing 
over-and-over. . . Gets over as a 
huge and devastating powerhouse. . . 
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BILLY JACK HAYNES 


Would have been a major star if 
he'd settle for being No. 2 instead 
of having to be No. 1. 

CURT HEINNIG (6-2, 22&.) 

Real n^me - Curt Hennig 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

Son of long-time pro wrestler Larry 
"The Axe" Hennig. . . Began wrestling 
in 1980. . . Has always been a good 
performer but never reached the 
level of greatness expected from 
him. . . Held the AWA tag team title 
in early 1986 with Scott Hall. . . 

Was appointed Hall's caretaker, 
in that he was to cover to Hall's 
mistakes and be the workhorse of 
the team. . . Wrestled in prelims 

for the WWF but aside from that 
has spent most of his career either 
in the AW/} or as a rtjain eventer in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

Hennig is a good performer who has 
gotten stale working in the AWA. . . 

A change of scenery would do him 
lots of good. . . Adequate on 
interviews. . . Doesn't possess 
the kind of look or enough ability 
to make it to the top. 


HERCULES HERNANDE Z (6-2, 255) 

Real name - Ray Fernandez 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 7 
Hometown - Tampa, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Assassin #2, 

Mr. Wrestling #2 

Reportedly can bench press in 
excess of 500 pounds. . . A solid 
performer for one so large and 
muscular. . . Was mainly a journey¬ 
man performer until hitting it back 
in 1984 in the Mid South. . . Had 
spent most of 1983 wrestling as 
Assassin #2 for Jim Crockett. . . 

Does a foot stomping act stolen from 
Jim Duggan and a barking act 
stolen from Bruiser Brody. . . 

Fired from almost every promotion 
he's ever worked for due to cff the 
mat problems. . . Joined WWF in 
late 1985 and has even ran into 
problems with them. 

Hernandez is a good performer whose 
outside activities has stymied his 
growth as a performer. . . Rated 
No. 36 in the world in 1984 but 
not even considered in the 1985 book. 

. . . Adequate on interviews. . . 

If he gets his act together, could 
be a major force in wrestling for 
several years. 

HACKSAW HIGGINS (6-3, 290) 

Real name - Larry Higgins 
Age - 29 

Years pro - 6 ^ 

Hometown - Dallas, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Larry Higgins 

A journeyman performer who possesses 
adequate movement for a big man. . . 
Executes some wrestling maneuvers. . . 
Hasn't been a major force anywhere 
in the U.S. and has faded in-and-out 
of the business. . Made three 
Japan tours in the past 15 months. . . 

Has mainly worked for smaller 
promotions. . . Although possessing 
enough size, his physique is blubbery. 

Higgins is actually okay as a 
worker. . . His lack of color 
is what keeps him as a minor league 
caliber performer. . . Has had 
some minor success while in Japan 
where interviews and color doesn't 
count for as much. 

HULK HOGAN (6-5,1^0 ) 

Real name - Terry Gene Bollea 

Age - 33 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 

Other ring names - Terry Bollea, 

Terry "The Hulk" Boulder, 

The Incredible Hulk, Sterling 
Golden 

The hottest-drawing wrestling 

attraction of all-time. . . His a 

fame transcends pro wrestling. . . 

Probably one of the two or three 
most popular performers of all-time. 

. . . Named best babyface 1982-85. . . 
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HULK HOGAN 
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Began wrestling in 1978 under the 
ring name Terry "The Hulk" Boulder. 

* * * Wrestled mainly in the South 
where, despite his lack of experience 
ana ability, his size, blonde hair 
ana tan made him an instant hit. . . 
Continued to wrestle in the South, 
changing his name to Sterling 
Golden as a heel. . , Got his first 
big break in late 1979 when he was 
brought to New York and dubbed by 
vince kcwahon, Sr. as "The Incredible 
Hulk Hogan." . . . Although still a 
heel, his size captivated many fans. 

. . .wrestled several months \ n 
the middle of the cards, winning each 
time. . . Finally was given main 
events against the likes of Bob 
Backlund and Andre the Giant. . . 
Although he lost those matches, 
his bodyslamming Andre on a television 
bout created a national stir and 
Andrews. Hogan matches not only 
headlined throughout the WWF, but 
also in such non-WWF cities as Los 
Angeles, Atlanta and Toronto. . . 
Became a huge hit in Japan from 
his debut trip in May of 1980. . 
Originally Hogan would beat everyone 
in Japan except lose to Stan Hansen 
(also his tag team partner at the 
time), Antonio Inoki and Andre. . , 
Went to the AWA in the fall of 1981 
as a heel managed by Johnny Valiant, 
but the initial crowd reaction was 
all cheers. . . After a few months 
he , was made into a full-fledged 
baoyface feuding with Jerry Blackwell 
and Jesse Ventura. . . He also had 
® ' 51 ? P art in the megahit movie 
Rocky III" playing the role of 
champion wrestler Thunderlips which 
served to increase his national 
appeal and popularity. . . Was 
responsible for the AWA setting 
record after record at the gate 
in 1902-83 plus continued to work 
a strong Japan schedule. . . Had 
many matches with AWA champ Nick 


bockwinkel and several bouts with 
NWA champ Harley Race in 1983. . . 
Matches always ended in some sort 
of a disqualification as Hogan 
hasn't done a clean pinfall job 
since January, 1982 . . . Gained first 
recognition as a World champ on 
June 2, 1983 when he wrestled Inoki 
for the finals of the IWGP tournament 
and knocked Inoki out accidentally. 
After much discussion, it was decided 
Hogan should be the champ. . . While 
on a tour of Japan in November, 1983, 
where he and Inoki teamed up to win 
the annual Tag team tournament (they 
had also won the tournament in 1982), 
he was signed by Vin C e McMahon Sr. 
to join the WWF as the first blood to 
be spilled in the war if ' 84 . . . 

Hogan was promised the WWF title to 
sign, something AWA promoter '/erne 
Gagne wouldn t allow Hogan to have, 
despite his demands and his being 
the No. 1 draw. . . Hogan earned about 
$ 5,000 per week in the AWA, peanuts 
considering he was worth anywhere from 
3,000 to 8,000 fans per show on has 
own. . On his first arena appearence 
in the WWF, Hogan defeated the*Iron 
Sheik on January 23, 1984 to win the 
WW* crown. . . Hogan’s initial 
appearences throughout the Northeast 
arew turnaway crowds including several 
live and closed-circuit combined 
crowds at Madison Square Garden of 
nearly 24,000 fans and $ 240 , 000 . . 

His drawing power and work rate 
were already starting to fade by 
the end of 1984 , however a marketing 
ploy 01 making him into a wrestling 
rock^ star made him one of the country!*: 
leading celebrities by mid-lf85 and 
by the summer, his drawing power was 
back and greater than ever. . 

Hogan was specifically brought into 
places like the Grammy Awards where 
cameras would be, and a deal was 
WO o k f^ out between Vince McMahon, Jr. 
and NBC as a two-year-long plan to 
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pretend wrestling had changed to 
mainstream entertainment. . . 

His March 31>1985 main event at 
Wrestle mania I where he and Mr. T 
battled Roddy Piper and Paul Orndorff 
drew a live and closed circuit gate 
of nearly $5 million and later was 
a best-selling videocassette. . . 

As his popularity grew, his wrestling 
began to fade. . . Many fans tired 

of Hogan’s lack of genuine ability 
and his repetitive interviews. . . 
However his charisma and the marketing 
attracted many new fans who shunned 
traditional wrestling, . . Hogan, 
however, has the kind of attraction 
which can’t be brought into the same 
market very often or go stale, so 
despite him being the No. 1 draw in 
the business, he doesn't work a full 
schedule, thus only appears 3-5 times 
per year in most cities. . . Voted 
Most Overrated wrestler in 1985. 

For a big man, Hogan was a fairly 
good worker, especially on his Japan 
tours in the early 1980s. . . His* 
popularity and gimmickry have killed 
his desire to work good matches. . . 
Many of his peers are downright 
disdainful of his lack of an athletic 
background and lack of stamina. . . 
He's deecied by his detractors as 
an example of what steroids, bleach 
for the hair and sudden tan lotion 
will . . . His interviews are 

fast-paced, but so repetitive that 
they are hard to deal with after a 
while. . . His work by the end of 
1986 was actually pretty bad. . . 
Nevertheless, with all the popularity 
and publicity he's achieved, it 
should be several more years before 
his star completely burns out. . . 

Was the highest paid wrestler of 
all-time in 1985, earning in excess 
of $800 ,000. . . Even as a poor 
worker, he would have been able to 
get by originally due to his physique 
(unique before his popularity started 
the trend of h U g e steroid-usage among 
newcomers attempting to emulate him) 

. . . Many say the Rocky movie led to 
his popularity, forgetting he was 
a hot draw against Andre in 1980 
and was already the top-drawing 
babyface in the country for the AWA 
by early 1982 and the movie didn't 
get released until that summer. . . 

With all the money he's made, it 
wouldn't be surprising to see him 
just walk away from the business. . . 
Has three homes, one in Tampa, 
another in Minneapolis and a third 
in Los Angeles. . .His drawing 
power has already faded in many 
cities in which he has appeared 
too frequently. 

TIM HORN ER (5-10, 200) 

Real name - Tim Horner 
Age - 2? Oour« %/tf/sf) 

Years Pro - 7 

Hometown - Morristown, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - 
Crct ht'ij m ° i~ton$ 

Other ring names - None 

One of the most underrated wrestlers 
in the United States. . . Very talented 

as a worker but held back because of 
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his inability to do strong interviews. 
. . . Has generally been a prelim 
wrestler his entire career. . . Best 
known for a 1984 victory on 
Atlanta television against Road 
Warrior Hawk, something which will 
probably never happen again. . . 

Has held the jr. heavyweight title 
on-and-off for the Alabama promotion 
oyer the past year, which relegates 
him to preliminary matches. 

Horner's lack of size and his 
inabilitv to do interviews have 
hurt him badly. . . May have to 
turn heel and get a manager, but 
size would still be a detriment. . . 
Will probably be destined by either 
being a top-rated jobber on a major 
promotion, giving the stars all they 
could handle, or a mid-level ttar 
on a smaller group. . . Has potential 
to do well in Japan, however his 
lack of U.S. success will work against 
him there as well. 

SAM HOUSTON (6-2i, 180) 

Real name - Michael Smith 
Age - 2(3 Ctory, (0/IIJ63) 

Years pro - 4 
Hometown - Denton, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Michael Samuel 
Houston 

Son of former pro wrestler Jake 
"Grizzly" Smith who is now a road 
manager for Mid South Sports. . . 
Brother of veteran pro Jake "The 
Snake" Roberts. . . Nicknamed "Texas 
Twister." . . . Turned pro in Florida 
in 1983. . Used as a jobber in the 
South until mid-1985 when Dusty 
Rhodes decided to push him into 
a mid-level babyface. . . Married 
Nickla Roberts, better known as 
Baby Doll, in 1986. . . As a tall, 
thin and young Texan with a bandana 
around his neck and a bulldog 
headlock is the near-replica of 
Barry Windham in 198O. . . Because 
of his lack of weight, many of the 
larger wrestlers don't like to lose 
to him. 

Houston has developed in the last 
year into a great prelim worker. . . 

He doesn't do interviews, but 
still has a strong following. . . 

Isn't yet marketable as a major 
star, but with added weight could 
be one of the great talents a few 
years down the road. . . Now lives 

in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

SPIKE HUBER (5-10, 205) 

Real name - Michael Huber 
Age - 30 (born 12/6/55) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Indianapolis, Indiarei 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Mike Huber, 

Hercules Huber 

A solid wrestler victimized by 
the world of wrestling. . . 

Wrestled at 165 pounds in college 
before turning pro shortly before 
marrying Dick the Bruiser's 
daughter. . . Spent most of his 
career around Indiana. . . After 
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a few years became part of the 
"Young Lions" tag team with Steve 
Regal and was a leading name in 
his home area. . . Never really 
established himself outside of 
Indiana. . . After his divorce, 
Bruiser had him blacklisted out 
of the wrestling mainstream. . . 
Mainly had to work independent 
shows, although had a brief stint 
in the WWF. , . Currently runs his 
own independent group in Indiana. 

Huber is a short, muscular and 
fairly good worker. . . He is 
neither good enough or with enough 
charisma to make it as a top line 
star but can give good matches in 
the middle. . . Interviews are 
adequate as a babyface. . . Has 
been through the worst the mat 
business has to offer, so it’s 
doubtful he'll go back into it 
full-time for a major group in 
the future. 

LORD HUMUNGOUS ( 6 - 5 :, 2.80).. 

Real name - Jeff Van Kamp 
Age - 

Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Indianapolis, Indiana 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Jeff Van Kamp 

Actually there have been several 
wrestlers taking on a similar 
gimmick from the "Mad Max" and 
"Road Warrior" movies. . . The 

first Lord Humongous, who debuted 
with a Friday the 13th villain mask 
(like that of an ice hockey goalie) 
was Mike Stark, a former Memphis 
State football player who used the 
gimmick in Memphis in 1984. . . 

Van Kamp, who debuted in Indiana 
that same year, was brought to 
Alabama a few months later to 
copy the gimmick. . . Was a 
consistent main eventer as the 
stiff monster who could feel no 
’ pain. . . Went to the Mid South 
in late 1985 and spent, a few 
months there in the same role. . . 
When the role had runs its course, 
he walked out on Mid South rather 
than do jobs on the way out. 

The Humongous role calls for a 
stiff Frankenstein-like monster, 
therefore any ability is down 
played. . . Van Kamp, however, 
is very lacking in wrestling 
skill. . . Hasn't been in the 
mainstream in the paest five 
months. . . In Texas, wrestler 
John Gavin played the Humongous 
part. . . Gimmick limits his 
versatility. 

AUSTIN IDOL (5-11, 215) 

Real name - Dennis McCord 
Age - 37 (born 10/26/49) 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Greensboro, North 

Carolina (now lives in Pensacola, 
Florida) 

Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Dennis McCord, 
"Iron" Mike McCord, The Texan 

Began wrestling in 1972 and was 
named Carolinas rookie of the 


year. . . Went to the WWWF the next 
year as "Iron" Mike -McCord, a middle 
of the card perfibrmer as a plump 
260-pound powerlifter. . . Career 
took a turn in February, 1975 when 
he was in a plane crash near Tampa, 
Florida which killed Bobby Shane. . . 
Was out of wrestling several months 
due to foot and leg injuries suffered 
in^ the crash. . . Dropped lots of 
weight, bleached his hair blonde and 
returned to the mat wars as Austin 
Idol. . . Was a headliner in several 
smaller markets and had a brief run 
on top in Georgia. . . Billed as 
"The Universal Hearthrob." . . . 

Has wrestled both as a babyface 
and a heel. . . Has a similar role 
to.Ric Flair, but not nearly the 
ability on interviews nor in the ring 
so appears to be an imitation. . . 

In recent years Idol has done most 
of his wrestling in Puerto Rico and 
occasionally in Alabama where he had 
great popularity. . . Problems with 
promoters have caused him to drop 
from the wrestling mainstream, except 
for occasional stints in Memphis. 

Idol is not considered a strong 
worker. . . He got over on his 
looks and his arrogant interviews, 
both as a heel and a babyface. , . 

Has a good physique, but that is 
no longer unique. . . Probably will 
never headline the major circuits 
again. 

ANTONIO INOKI (6-0i, 210) 

Real name - Antonio Inoki 
Age - 43 (born 2/20/43) 

Years pro - 26 
Hometown - . Yokohama, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Kanji Inoki, 

The Kamikaze 

A legend in Japanese sports. . . 

Made headlines with his exploits 
both inside and outside the ring, . . 
The story of Japanese wrestling 
the past two decades has mainly 
revolved around Inoki and his 
fights for power both in and out 
of the ring. . . Debuted on September 
30, i 960 as a cat-like martial arts 
expert. . . Known as Kanji Inoki 
originally because promoters felt 
the fact that Inoki is half-Brazilian 
and half-Japanese would hurt his 
popularity. . . By the late 1960s 
was regarded as Japan* s best wrestler 
and his popularity rivalled that of 
Giant Baba. . . Quit Baba's promotion 
to start his own, which folded and 
he returned but once again problems 
between the two caused Inoki*s 
expulsion from the group. . . Inoki's 
second group formed in the early 
1970 s and grew in popularity until 
1982 when it was, by far, the most 
successful and most popular group 
in the world. . , Behind-the-scenes 
problems occured in 1983 after Inoki 
missed several months of action due 
to a concussion in a match against 
Hulk Hogan, which he nearly died 
from. . . When the group continued 
to play to sellouts without Inoki, 
they attempted a coup d’etat which 



succeeded temporarily. . . Several "WILD" BILL IRWIN (6-1. 2 50) 

outsice the ring escapades plus the Real name - Bill Irwin 

revalation Inoki had used the wrestlers Age - 34 


money and business funds to finance 
several losing operations outside 
wrestling have blackened his name. 

. . . Although many younger fans 
no longer like Inoki in comparison 
to the newer stars, he still has 
many fans who regard him as a not 
so able businessman but still a 
strong fighter. . . Been heavy 
criticized for keeping himself on 
top although past his physical 
peak. . . Still maintains tremendous 
condition, but his in-ring stamina 
has never been the same after the 
Hogan incident. . . Always defeated 
the big names to oppose him like 
Hogan instead of working programs. . 
Started to occasionally lose pins 
in recent years in tag situations, 
and even lost in a singles match to 
Giant Machine (Andre the Giant) in 
late 1985 to build up a program. , . 
Has held several versions of the 
World title. . . Has never achieved 
his life-long goal of becoming a: 
recognized superstar in the United 
States. . . Even bought a wrestling 
promotion in the Ohio area in 1974 
and declared himself World champion, 


Years pro - 13 
Hometown - Duluth, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - 
Other ring names - Super Destroyer 
#2, Dr. Bill Irwin 

A mid-level performer for many 
years throughout the country. . . 

Has hit just about every circuit 
except the Northeast at one time 
or another. . . Brother of former 
wrestler Scott "Hog" Irwin who 
used ring names such as Thor the 
Viking, Super Destroyer (the famous 
one from Atlanta and the Mid South), 
the Eric the Yukon Lumberjack (as 
WWWF tag team champ in 1978) who 
* retired in April, 1986 after 

a malignant tumor was found in his 
brain. . . He and Scott tag teamed 
as "The Long Riders." 

Irwin is a decent worker but just 
isn't colorful enough or strong 
enough on interviews to be pushed 
to the top. . . A middle-of-the- 
road veteran. . . Pretty much 
curtailed his own mat activities 
after his brother's unfortunate 
medical condition was discovered. 


but the promotion quickly disintegrated 


as fans wouldn’t buy Inoki on top. TAKASHI ISHIKAWA (5-10, 2J0) 

. . , Held the WWWF World title for Real name - Takashi Ishikawa 


one week in late 1979. winning it Age - 33 (born 2/5/53) 


from Bob Backlund on November 30 as Years pro - 9 


part of a plot to force a Backlund- 
Inoki match in Madison Square Garden 
in December. Inoki never lost the 
title back to Backlund, and that 
part cf wrestling history has all but 
been forgotten. . . Probably is 
most famous for his June, 1976 fight 
against boxer Muhammad Ali. Inoki, 
who was promoting the fight, wanted 
to defeat Ali as he had defeated all 
the big-name American wrestlers, and 
to then get international acclaim. . . 
Ali, h.owever, wouldn't do a job. and 
the bqut turned into a "shoot" and 
for If rounds both men did everything 
to avcid one another and it was 
ruled a draw. . . f ^he fiasco nearly 
killed Inoki's promotion, however his 
subsequent wins over champions in 
judo s,nd karate and a win over boxer 
Chuck Wepner helped regain his edge. 

Inoki was the best of the Japanese 
wrestlers for many years. . . However 

the quality of the Japanese boys 
has improved so much in the past 
decade that what Inoki did was 
nothing compared to what's been 
taking; place. . .His remaining on 
top is more self-serving ego than 
anything else. . .Is actually 
still a decent wrestler and on 
rare occasions still can have 
great matches, but he needs 
someone to carry him. . . He 
shouldn't stay on top much longer, 
but that's not to say he won't. 

. . . No doubt among the most 

popular, wrestlers in the history 
of the sport and among the most 
popular athletes ever to perform 
in Japan. 


Hometown - Yamadata, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Takashi Onoumi, 
Onoumi 

A former sumo wrestler who used the 
sumo name "Onoumi." . . . Turned 
pro about a year after sumo wrestler 
"Tenryu" did and they were a tag 
team in the San Francisco area when 
he debuted in November, 1977- . . 

Has been a mid-level wrestler most 
of his career and sometimes main 
events in tag teams with Tenryu 
or Jumbo Tsuruta. . . Very much 
expressionless which would keep 
him from being a big star in the 
United States. . . Good on moves. 

Ishikawa is a good wrestler, but 
doesn't seem to have the fire or 
the ability to get to the top. . . 
Actually he'll do well just to 
retain his position over the next 
few years in Japan with the good 
talent beings developed. « * Lit- J*f*«*- 

t'o frjj<- ' v' 17 7^ Ks ■ O' 

MARTY JANETTY (5-10, 210) 

Real name - Marty Janetty 
Age - 24 (born 2/20/62) 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Columbus, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Marty Oates 

One-half of the tag team called 
"The Midnight Rockers." . . . 

Debuted in late 1983 using the 
ring name Marty Oates, billed as 
both the cousin and brother of 
long-time pro Jerry Oates. . . 
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Was actually trained by the Oates 
brothers but is no relation, although 
he bears somewhat of a resemblance 
to Ted Oates. . . Went to the Central 
States area in 1984 and became its 
No. 2 babyface after a while. . . 

Then went to the AWA and joined up 
with Shawn Michaels in his current 
role and a rock’n'roll tagger. 

Janetty is a good wrestler whose 
biggest drawback is that he's using 
a gimmick that everyone has already 
seen. . . Still, he's among the few 
bright lights in the AWA. . . 

Decent on interviews. . . His size 
isn't a detriment in his current 
role, but down the line age may be. 

HILLBILLY JIM (6-5. 275) 

Real name - J |yn 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Lexington, Kentucky 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Other ring names - Jim Morris, 

Jim Morrison, Harley Davidson 

The big, jovial hick who gained 
fame as "the fan out of the 
audience" who was trained by Hulk 
Hogan. . . Actually he began 
wrestling several years earlier 
in Western Canada, also as a fan 
out of the audience who challenged 
the heels. . . Worked in Memphis 
for short stints as heel Jim Morris 
and later as babyface Harley 
Davidson. . . Actually worked some 
shows in the WWF as Harley Davidson 
before the Titan braintrusts started 
putting him in the crowd. . . 
Underwent major knee surgery in 

1985 after slipping on a wet arena 
floor in San Diego. . . He did 
return later in the year although 
the knee wasn't fully recovered. . . 
Has great short-term popularity in 
the WWF in 1985 . . . Billed as the 
nephew of Uncle Elmer and cousin 

to Cousin Junior and Cousin Luke 
but no actual relationship. . . 

Elmer was actually Stan Frazier, 
Junior was Lanny Kean and Luke was 
Gene Lewis. . . Quit the WWF in 

1986 when they wouldn't give him 
a night off. 

Although a very over as a personality, 
Jim was poor in the ring. . . His 
gimmick allowed for that, but a 
gimmick performer of that type 
gets old in a hurry . . He was 
basically a wrestler who was made 
into a flash in the pan star, used 
for all he was worth, then discarded. 

. . . Because of contracts, will 
not be able to work as Hillbilly Jim 
in future mat endeavors. . . Despite 
his size, probably will never reach 
any level of success again. 

ROCKY JOHNSON (6-0, 235) 

Real name - Drew Glasteau 
Age - 45 
Years pro - 23 

Hometown - Halifax, Nova Scotia 
(now lives in Honolulu, Hawaii) 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - 

Sweet Ebony Diamond, Drew Glasteau 


A former boxer who while a pro 
wrestler often worked as a sparring 
partner for heavyweight champs 
Muhammad Ali and George Foreman. 

. . . Wrestled around the country, 
and was a big hit in California 
in the early 1970s. . . Has had 
major success and main events in 
many areas. . . Possesses an 
excellent physique, especially for 
his age. . . Was both powerful and 
lightning quick. . . A sensational 
athlete in his youth, but always 
considered a lazy worker. . . Son-in- 
law of famous pro wrestler the late 
High Chief Peter Maivia. • . A 
family feud has caused him to promote 
in Hawaii opposite mother-in-law 
Lia Maivia. ... Was a big favorite 
in the WWF 1983-84. . . Known as 
Rocky "Soulman" Johnson in California 
. . . Has held regional titles for 
most of his career. 

Johnson's problem has never been 
ability, but doesn't work hard. . . 

In recent years has been content 
to live in Hawaii and do occasional 
fly-ins for independent promoters 
looking for a one-time big name. . . 
Because of physique and reputation, 
could probably still be a decant 
attraction in a tag team situation 
provided he had a partner who could 
carry the team in the ring. 

MARTY JONES (5-10j, 185) 

Real name - Martin Jones 

Age - 30 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - London, England 

Promotional affiliation - European 

Other ring names - None 

One of the bigger-name performers 
in England. . . A solid worker who 
has held several weight-class titles 
in his native country. . . Has 
toured Japan four times. 

Jones is a good worker, but not 
strong enough to get over in Japan 
and too small to be a factor on 
U.S. mats. . . Well-respected 
throughout Europe. 

5. D. JONES (6-1, 240) 

Real name - O>»r»J B-dai-n 
Age - 4l 
Years pro - 24 

Hometown - Antigua (now lives in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Roosevelt Jones 

Veteran WWF jobber. . . Began 
wrestling at the age of 18 in the 
Carribean. . . Came to the U.S. 
and worked for small independent 
promotions for several years before 
the WWF would use him in the early 
1970s. . . Had been tried to be 
pushed but it has never worked out. 

. . . Has been phased out of the 

group for the most part except for 
small shows and television tapes. 

This Jones is another pretty'poor 
worker. . .Relied mainly on head-butts 
for offense... Strong but never 
picked up enough wrestling. . . 

Expected to be phased out completelv 
soon. J 



COUSIN JUNTOS (6-0, 230) 

Real name - Lanny Kean 
Age - 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Lexington, Kentucky 
Promotional affiliation - Heart of 
America Promotions 
Other ring names - Lanny Kean, King 
Harley Hogg 

A preliminary worker for the WWF 
in 1984 , who when the call was made 
for a third Hillbilly, fit the bill 
due to his friendship with Hillbilly 
Jim. . . Walked out on the WWF due 
to excessive travel the afternoon 
of an NBC-TV taping he was scheduled 
to be on. . , Now works mainly 
independent spots. 

A poor wrestler who got a short run 
out of his gimmick. . . Suffered a 
broken hip in 1986 while working for 
independents. . . Probably will never 
work for a major promotion again. 

KABUKl j ( 5 - 10 i, 225 ) 

Real njame - Akihisa Yone Yoshi Mera 
Age - $Q (born 9 / 8 / 48 ) 

Years pro - 22 
Hometown - Miyazaki, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Cla^s Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Akihisa Mera, 
Yoshino Sato, Akihisa Takachiho, 
Takachiho, Professor Takachio, 

Mr. Sato, Akio Moto 

Veteran journeyman campaigner 
who spent most of his career either 
as a middle-of-the-road performer 
in Japan or as a tag team wrestler 
in the U.S. . . . Biggest break came 
in 198I when Gary Hart created his 
Kabuki role . . . Actually 

the gimmick of being painted-up like 
a Kabuki-theater actor in Japan was 
ere ate (3 in 1972 by former wrestler 
Ray Urbano. . . However Hart created 
the aura that Mera was the greatest 
martial arts champion in the history 
of the world. . .Was a headliner in 
Texas for two years until The Freebirds 
became lead heels. . .His drawing 
power has fallen off as he's switched 
from babyface to heel several times 
and the gimmick has more than run 
its course, , . Got a brief spurt 
of main events in Japan with the 
gimmick as well, but now fans are 
pretty well tired of his lack of 
ability. . . Held tag team titles 

with Japanese and supposed-Japanese 
grapplers like Akio Sato, Masa 
Saito, Kinji Shibuya and Mitsu 
Arakawa. . . Currently is just a 
run-of-the-mill performer in 
Texas. 

Mera was a steady but unspectacular 
performer for several years. . . 

In recent years the quality of his 
work has declined to the point he’s 
at best only fair. . , The gimmick 
doesn't allow him to do interviews 
so he needs a manager. . . Probably 
could get over on other circuits 
as a mid-level performer if he'd 
leave Texas, however his ring work 
is to the point it may not be worth 
it. 
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"KILLER" TOR KAMATA (5-10^, 300) 

Real name - 

Age - 50 
Years pro - 29 
Hometown - Honolulu, Hawaii 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Dr. Moto, King 
Kamaka 

Veteran Hawaiian journeyman who 
made it as an aggressive heel 
in the 1970s. . . Once held the 
AWA tag team title with Mitsu 
Arakawa for most of 1968 . . . 

Was a main event heel in Japan 
as Abdullah the Butcher’s tag team 
partner and once even beat Giant 
Baba in 1978 for the PWF title. . , 

Has slowed down his activities 
in recant years, mainly working 
of tours of New Zealand and the 
South Pacific promoted by Steve 
Rickard. . . Now lives in New 
Zealand where he achieved great 
fame in the early 1970s. . . 

Was a mid-level heel on several 
WWF tours in the 1970s. 

Kamata basically played the crazy 
Oriental gimmick. . . His work was 
well below par for Japan when he 
was on top, getting by on wildness. 

. . . Not much of a performer 
anymore. . . Might make a short¬ 
term gimmick performer since 
he hasn't worked the U.S. in a 
while. . . ^idn't do interviews so 
needs a manager. 

DON KERNODLE (5-lOj, 240) 

Real name - Don Kernodle 
Age - 35 
Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Greensboro, North Carolina 
Promotional affiliation - Jin 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names = None 

A veteran journeyman who achieved 
some success 1982-84 in the Carolinas. 

. . . Went to Elan College near 
Greensboro and was an NAIA All- 
American in wrestling in 1971 and 
turned pro shortly after. . . Got 
his first major break as Sgt. 

Slaughter's tag team partner and 
the two held the NWA World tag 
belts and were one of the finest 
teams in the world. . . Also held 
the World tag title as a heel with 
partners Ivan Koloff and Bob Orton. 

. . . When he split with Kolcff 
he went back to being a babyface, 
and has never really gotten ever in 
the role. . .Was an excellent worker 
during his heydey, rated No. 23 in 
1984. . . Quit wrestling in I 985 
to sell real estate and has never 
regained his old form. . . Now just 
a prelim wrestler. 

Kernodle just can’t make it as a 
babyface and was put in a role where 
he can't be turned heel, that of 
"The Pride of the Carolinas." . . . 

Is back to the journeyman role a 

he's held most of his career. . . 

Only adequate on interviews. . . 

Can still be an excellent worker 
if given the opportunity to show off. 
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ROCKY KERNODLE ( 5 - 10 , 195 ) 

Real name - Wally Kernodle 
Age - ZQ 
Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Greensboro, North 
Carolina 

Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Keith Larson 

Brother of wrestler Don Kernodle. 

. . . Has spent most of his career 
as a Tv jobber although was pushed 
in late 1984 and early 1985. . . 
Disappeared from the mat scene 
for six months in 1985 and returned 
as a jobber once again. . . Wrestled 
most of his career as Keith Larson 
until his kinship with Don Kernodle 
was brought out in late 1984. 

Because of size, has never been 
pushed. . . Did well in his role 
of gaining revenge for an injured 
brother when he was pushed, but 

was soon forgotten once again. . . 

Had an offer to go to the WWP 
in 1984 , accepted the offer, and 
was then pushed by Crockett. . . 

Was soon discarded and put back 
into prelims. . . Needs to leave 
his home base to develop a name for 
himself. 

KILLER KHAN ( 6 - 4 #, 270 ) 

Real name - Masashi Ozawa 
Age - 39 (born 3 / 6 / 4 7) 

Years pro - 15 
Hometown - Niigata, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Masashi Ozawa 

A former sumo wrestler who is best 
known for breaking Andre the Giant's 
ankle in a 1981 match. . . Was a 
main eventer in the U.S. for several 
years as the Mongolian terror or 
Mongolian ISiant. . . Also was a 
top starin Japan, but never able 
to get himself over in his homeland. 

. . . Long-time tag team partner of 
Riki Choshu and Masa Saito. . . 
Alongwith Choshu, switched from 
Antonio Inoki to Giant Baba's promotion 
f n late 1984 . . . Turned on Choshu 
to join up with the Calgary Hurricanes 
in I086. . . Career nearly ended by 
a bout with phlebitis in late 1985. 

• . . Rated as high as No. 31 in 
the world in 1981 and was still 
highly-regarded for the next few 
years, 

Khan is definitely well past his 
peak. . He's never fully recovered 
from his recent health battle and 
is only a shell of his former self. 

• • . He'll probably only achieve 

minor success in his new role in 
Japan. . . May return to the U.S. 

in his old role, but with his 
ability on the decline probably 
won't be able to arouse the same 
type of heat. 

STEVE KETRN ( 6 - 0 , 220 ) 

Real name - Steve Keirn 
Ago — 36 
Years pro - 13 
Hometown - Tampa, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Championship 


Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - None 

One-half of the Fabulous Ones tag 
team with Stan Lane. . . A high 
school classmate of Mike Graham, 

Hulk Hogan and Dick Slater at 
Tampa's Robinson High. . . Was 

friends with Graham and started 
wrestling in 1974. . . Graham and 
Keirn were a leading tag team in 
Florida for most of the 1970 s. . . 

Held regional titles in Florida 
most of the decade and even held 
the International jr. title in 
Japan which he lost to Tatsumi 
Fujinami in 1980 . . . Was put 
together with Lane in 1983 and 
they became an instant hit in 
Memphis for several years. . . 

Never have regained that popularity 
after leaving Memphis. . . Worked 
in the AWA where they were victimzed 
by having to feud with the Road 
Warriors, which both destroyed 
their popularity and made it 
impossible to look good. . . 

Now work mainly in Florida. 

Keirn was an excellent wrestler in 
the late 70 s through the beginning 
of his association with Lane. . . 
Since the gimmick got him over so 
big, his work rate has severely 
declined. . . He and Lane can be 
a very good team, but often are 
content to clown and stall their 
way through matches. . . Is a good 
babyface on interviews because of 
his honest approach, but that 
interview style has given way to 
the babyface jive of today, so he’s 
no longer in vogue. 

KHRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV (6-2#, 280) 

Real name - Barry Darsow 
Age - 27 (born 10/6/59) 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Man Mountain 
Dareo, Crusher Darso 

One of the hated Russians tag team. 

. . . Trained by Eddie Sharkey in 
1982 along with Nikita Koloff^and 
the Road Warriors. . . Began 
wrestling in late 1983 in Atlanta 
as Man Mountain Darso. . . Went to 
Mid South where he was continually 
switching from babyface to heel. . . 
Got his career break in early 1984 
when he became an American turncoat, 
siding with Nikolai Volkoff against 
the babyfaces and adopting the ring 
name Khrushchev. . , is now billed"* 
as hailing from Russia despite his 
lack of an accent. . , is said to 
have grown up in the United States. . 
Career nearly ended in a January, l 986 
match where he both broke his leg 
and tore up his knee. . . Returned 
to the ring in June but still had 
a bad limp. . . Although lacking 
the powerful physique of Nikita 
Koloff, was expected to be a major 
force in wrestling for the next 
decade as a Russian. 

Khrushchev was coming along very 
2 







well as a pro before che injury. . . 
His interviews were a little soft- 
spoken for a heel. . . Has good 
size, strength and is considered 
the best of all the Minnesota- 
bred steroid monsters as far as 
athletic background. . . His future 
right now is a question mark. 

DYNAMITE KID (5-8J, 210) 

Real name - Tom Billington 
Age - 27 (born 12/5/58) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Manchester, England 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Tom Billington 

One of the greatest in-ring performers 
in the history of the sport. . . 

Broke into wrestling as a 154 pound 
teenager in 1975 and was an instant 
success: as a teeny-bopper hearthrob 
in England. . . Was immediately dubbed 
the Dynamite Kid. . . Was an excellent 
soccer player in his youth. . . 

First came to North America, still 
at about 155 pounds, three years 
later and worked in Western Canada. 

. . . Was a great performer from his 
North American debut in 1978 
although shunned by promoters 
everywhere because of his frailness. 

. . . Got into weight-training and 
bodybuilding and through that and 
outside help, built himself up 
irtcto a miniature monster with 
perhaps the best physique in the 
sport. . . Made a big hit in his 
Japanese debut in 1979 and has 
long been regarded there as one 
of the all-tirae greats. . . His 
matches I 98 I -83 with the original 
Tiger Mask are regarded by many 
as tthe best bouts in mat history. 

. . . Cousin of current tag team 
partner Davey Boy Smith .. . 

First started teaming in Calgary 
in 1982 . . . Smith had been in 
the continent for about a year, 
but Dynamite was a heel most of 
that time so they wrestled against 
each other. . . He and s mith have 

also had several classic matches 
against one another in Japan. . . 

First caiiB to the WWF in late 
1984, but quit shortly afterward 
because he wasn't being used 
correctly. . . Signed on a seconld 
time in March, 1985 and given the 
"British Bulldogs" monicker. . . 

Won the WWF tag team title with 
partner Smith from Brutus Beefcake 
and Greg Valentine on April 7, 1986 
in Chicago. . . Held several lighter 
weight versions of the world title 
in Englzind, Japan and Western Canada. 

. . . Won a tournament on February 
7. 1984 in Tokyo defeating The Cobra 
and Smith on the same night to win 
the WWF jr. title which he never 
lost, instead vacated it by leaving 
New Japan for All Japan. . . Rated 

No. 5 in the world in 1983 , No. 2 
in 1984 and No. 2 once again to 
Ric Flair in 1985 . . • Placed 
second in the balloting for Wrestler 
of the Year in 1984. . . He and 
Smith were named tag team of the 


year in 1985 . . . Named as the 
Most Impressive wrestler in -che 
world 1983 - 85 , tied for the ~op 
spot with Masa Saito in 1984 as 
best wrestling technician and 
was named Most Underrated Wrestler 
in 1983 . . .Also named Hardest 
working wrestler in 1983 . . . 

Can do just about ary thing possible 
and several things which are impossible 
inside of the ring. . . Only 
drawback is that in the WWF rarely 
works against wrestlers of his 
calibre, however recent bouts have 
allowed him to work with greats like 
Greg Valentine and Bret Hart. . . 

Has suffered several knee and 
shoulder injuries due to the 
unbelievable piounding he has 
taken. . . Is the oniy wrestler 
in the world with the skill and 
guts to execute a suplex while 
standing on the top ropes . . 

Does the second fastest suplex 
in the business. . . If ability 
was all that counted, he'd be 
in the wrestling hall of fame. 

Ability isn't all that counts, 
which tells why U.S. promoters 
generally stayed leery of Dynamite. 

. . - *he book on him, and rightly 
so it can be argued, is that he 
was too small. . . He wrestled 
between 175 and 195 pounds during 
his 1982-83 heydey in Japan where 
he made his mark and gained his 
popularity. . . Interviews aren’t 
anything special, either. . . Has 

a strong core of support from 
intelligent mat fans and has 
gymnastics ability to appeal to 
others. . . Still, he’s short and 
not catered to teenyboppers. . . 

Still, barring injuries, should 
be right at the top of the profession 
for many more years. 

TONGA KID (5-9, 205) 

Real name - Sam Fatu 
Age - 21 (born 9 /I/ 65 ) 

Years pro - 3 

Hometown - San Francisco, California 
Promotional affiliation - 
Other ring names - Samoan #4, 

Sam Fatu '/ Ta 

A very talented young man who fell 
into the wrong hands and out of the 
wrestling headlines. . . Was the 
best friend growing up of Sam Anoia 
in San Francisco, and brought on 
tour with Sam as a Samoan in late 
1983 - . . Went to Alabama in early 
1984 and was quickly made into a 
high-flying main eventer. . . 

Got a huge career break late in 
1984 when Jimmy Snuka had to spend 
time in a rehabilitation center 
and the WWF stated Snuka had kis 
neck broken to cover up his being 
gone. . . Tonga was brought in, 
billed as Snuka's crazy teenage 
cousin and feuded with Roddy Piper 
and even headlined Madison Square 
Garden drawing a rare sellout crowd. 

. . . His career fizzled just as 

fast. . . By March of 1985 he had 
quit Titan Sports, deciding he was 
the hottest property in wrestling. 





DYNAMITE KID IN AC^jC 


Had a brief stint in the AWA which 
saw him basically do everything in 
the ring he was specifically told 
not to do , . Has mainly worked 
for independent groups since then, 
and toured the Middle East. 

Because of his age, Tonga could still 
be a hot property. . . The Poly¬ 
nesian flying gimmick somehow 
allows him to get away with not 
having size. . . Doesn*t know 
much wrestling but moves well 
in the ring. . . Recent matches 
he's looked quite poor as if he 
wants to dance, not wrestle and 
does everything to avoid locking 
up. . . very obnoxious on inter¬ 
views, which isn't good for a 
babyface. . . Physically has the 
tools, but mentally is a definite 
question mark. 


jCIMALA, THE UGANDAN GIANT (6-4*, 
Real name - Jim Harris 
Age - 36 (born 5 / 8 / 50 ) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Jackson, Mississippi 
Promotional affiliation - 

Other ring names - Jim Harris, 
Sugarbear Harris/ 

The ultimate story of a wrestler 
who got rich by lucking into a 
good gimmick. . , Was a prelim 
wrestler 1 975-79 throughout the 
Southern circuits as Jim "Sugarbear' 
Harris. , . Went to England 

and didn't return until' 
1902 . . , Jerry Lawler, who doubles 
as an artist, concocted the Uganda■' 
Giant gimmick and pained his face 
from one of his art books. . . He 
was an instant attraction and has 
since toured every major circuit 
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KENGO KIMURA (left) AND TATSUMT 
"DRAGON" FUJINAMI - THE NEW LEADERS 


match. . . Upon the folding of the 

IWE, joined New Japan and had a 
heated feud with Antonio Inoki 
which drew some huge crowds. . . 
Eventually left the group to 
join the UWF, but left quickly 
because he didn't approve of the 
way they were doing things. . . 
Joined All Japan in late 1984 
as tag team partner of Giant Baba. 

. . . Turned on Baba to start a 
feud but because of his age and 
lack of speed and moves, never 
got much interest. 

Kimura is just too old and too slow 
to be a big star in Japan. . . 
However he rarely loses, even to 
those far superior because of his 
reputation. . . In fact, even in 

defeat, he almost always looks 
strong and tough and rarely sells 
much. . . Probably won't be around 

much longer. 

NICK KINISKI (6-1, 238) 

Real name - Nick Kiniski 
Age - 25 (born l/?/6l) 

Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Blaine, Washington 
Promotional affiliation - 
Ti-ta 

Other ring names - None 


in the country. . . Even was in 
the WWFjfor a while but quit due 
to schedule demands. . . Has a 
reputation for being very difficult 
to deal with by promoters. . . 

Also has a bad heart which causes 
his matches to be quite short. . . 
Billed anywhere from 6-5 to 7-feet 
tall and from 360 to 420 pounds. . , 
Even managed to tour Japan with 
his gimmick. 

Kimala is not the worst worker in 
the world, but he isn't good either. 

. . . Lsicks in the stamina depart¬ 
ment. . . Actually can move around 
fine foif a slob, though he lacks in 
any real moves. . . Basically a 
gimmick performer who virtually never 
does jobs. . . Generally is managed 
by Scandor Akbar. . . Has been 
effective as a heel although 
because of his lack of stamina, 
shouldn't main event. 

KENGO KIMURA (6-0, 215) 

Real name - Takashi Kimura 
Age - 33 (born 9/V53) 

Years pro - 15 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - New 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Takashi Kimura 

Veteran Japanese star who teams 
with Tatsumi Fujinami as "The New 
Leaders" tag team. . . Currently 
holds the IWGP World tag team title 
by winning the 1985 tournament 
defeating Antonio Inoki and Seiji 
Sakaguchi with Fujinami as partner. 

. . . His Korean home isn't known 
to Japanese fans. . . Has never 
toured the U.S. . , . Was a top 
junior heavyweight star 1979-81 
and often feuded with Fujinami 
over the NWA Int. jr. belt. , . 

Rated No. 39 in the world in 
1984 but fell to No. 49 in 1985 
due to back trouble. 

Kimura is a good performer who 
can be counted on to put forth 
strong matches the majority of 
the time. . . Injuries have kept 

him from being as strong 

as he once was. . . Destined 
to be behind Fujinami and probably 
others and be a No. 3 performer. 

RUSHER KIMURA (5~10, 235) 

Real name - Masao Kimura 
Age - 45 (born 6/30/41) 

Years pro - 22 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - All 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Masao Kimura, 

Mr. Tpyo 

Another veteran best known for 
being very tough. . . His gimmick 
is he can stand there and take all 
sorts of punishment without going 
down. . . Also known as not "selling" 
for hiis foes. . . Was one of the 
major stars in Japan in the 1970s 
as IWE World champion. . . Used to 
beat most of the AWA stars as they 
toured tlie Orient. . . Even defeated 
the legendary Verne Gagne in a 1979 


Son of former World champion Gene 
Kiniski who wrestled 1957-1985 
and held the NWA belt 1966 - 69 . . . 
Brother Kelly Kiniski wrestled 
1980-86 before retiring. . . 

A tremendous amateur wrestler. . . 
Attended Simon Fraser University in 
British Columbia and won the 
Canadian collegiate title at 191 
pounds in 1982. . . Finished second 
in the Canadian Olympic try-outs 
in freestyle wrestling at 220.5 
pounds in 1984, thus was an alternate 
for the spot. . . Turned pro early 

in 1985 . • • Has wrestled mainly in 

Texas and Oregon since his debut. . . 

Considered one of the legitimately 
toughest of all active pros. 


Many are predicting stardom for 
Kiniski because he has a good 
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athletic background and a naturally 
cocky attitude. . . He’s still in 
the learning stages at this point 
and not yet a polished pro. . . 

The jury is still out on him. 

MAL "KOJAK” KIRK (6-0, 280) 

Real name - Mai Kirk 
Age - 50 (born 12 / 18 / 35 ) 

Years pro - 20 
Hometown - London, England 
Promotional affiliation - European 
Other ring names - King Kirk, 

Killer Kirk 

A veteran British heavyweight 
who has been around seemingly 
forever. . Nicknamed Kojak after 
the U.3. television series which 
Telly Sevelas starred in. . . 

Toured the U.S. as prelim man 
Killer Kirk in the mid 19?0’s but 
never made a big hit. 

Kirk made somewhat of an impression 
in England because of his size and 
burliness in a land where there are 
few heavyweights. . . Actually his 
size and baldness made him a gimmick 
performer. . . Slow and no real 
skills to speak of. . . Never got 
out of prelims on his U.S. tours. 

CORPORAL MIK E KTRSCHNEP (6-2, 240) 

Real name - Michael James Kirchner 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - R.T. Reynolds 

A gimmick performer billed as 
a former Air Force corporal who 
was brought in after the popularity 
of the movie "Rambo” by Titan 
Sports. . . Was originally friends 
with Hulk Hogan when Hogan toured 
the AWA. . . Attended wrestling 
training camp in Minneapolis but 
dropped out. . . Later migrated to 
Florida and was trained by Hiro 
Matsuda. . . Broke in as an 
independent wrestler in Florida 
in late 1983 and was a television 
jobber for the WWF in 1984 . . . 
Completely changed his appearence 
to come into the WWF in the summer 
of 1985 as the army-fatigue clad 
sky-diver. . . Despite his lack 
of experience, has been promoted 
as a mid-level star by Titan. , . 

Many say he has been pushed to 
show the world that Titan can 
develop a nobody into another Sgt. 
Slaughter without having to deal 
with the original. . . Hasn’t 
gotten over as well as expected, 
but still is a recognizable name. 

The one thing that can be said for 
Kirshner is that he tries. . . He’s 
very weak on skills and a rough 
performer. . .His moves are often 
poorly executed and he flows poorly. 

• . . Still generally gives a good 
effort which makes him better than 
many of the more experienced Titan 
wrestlers. . . Still learning 
interviews. . . Could probably 
never make it outside the WWF. 


kuniaki KOBAYASHI ( 5 - 9 , 190 ) 

Real name - Kuniaki Kobayashi 
Age - 30 (born l/H/ 56 ) 

Years pro - 13 
Hometown - Nagano, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Chin Kobayashi, 

Kid Koby 

No doubt one of the finest grapplers 
in the world. . No relation to 
Shozo Kobayashi who was a major star 
in both the U S. and Japan in the 
early 19 ? 0 s before retiring to 
become a television actor in Japan. 

. . . Made pro debut in December, 1973 
just before his 18 th birthday. . . 

Was generally just cannon fodder 
for the American grapplers who 
toured for Antonio Inoki's New 
Japan Promotion for several years. . . 
Wrestled in Mexico and Southern 
California under the name Kid Koby, 
and captured the Americas' title 
in I 98 I. . . Got his big break in 
Japan in October, 1982 when he 
began feuding with the original 
Tiger Mask. . . Was a leading 
contender for the World jr. heavy¬ 
weight belt for the next two 
years, feuding both with Tiger Mask 
and his successor, The Cobra. . . 
Jumped to Giant Baba’s promotion 
along with the rest of Riki Choshu's 
army in late 1984. . . Formed a 
strong tag team with Isamu Teranishi 
in 1984. . . His matches with the 
new Tiger Mask in 1985 were among 
the greatest bouts ever held. . . 

The two great lighter weight stars 
continue their rivalry today. . . 

Won the NWA International jr. title 
on June 13, 1985 by defeating the 
Dynamite Kid. . . Scored the biggest 
win of his career eight days later 
when he pinned Tiger Mask before 
a sellout crowd in Tokyo's Sumo 
Hall in a match judged 1985 's match 
of the year. . . His feud with Tiger 
Mask was judged No. 2 feud of the 
year. . . Very charismatic and one 
of the most popular wrestlers in 
Japan. . . Rated No. 20 in the world 
in 1985 and No. 32 in 1984. 

Kobayashi has a strange style in 
that he's actually a stiff worker, 
but can fly around the ring with 
reckless abandon, . . Although he’s 
very highly regarded as a worker, 
seems uncomfortable in matches with 
Americans. , , Finally lost the jr. 
heavy belt to Tiger Mask on August 
31. 1985- . ■ His style makes an 
injury a strong possibility. . . 

Size does limit him from main 
eventing on his own, but frequently 
wrestles main events as part "of a 
tag team. . . Teams mainly with 
other members of Choshu's Army like 
Animal Hamaguchi, Yoshiaki Yatsu, 
Choshu, etc. . . Started up a new 
and very exciting feud with Hiro 
Saito in late 1985 . . . Should 
remain a leading junior heavyweight 
contender for the forseeable future. 

• • . Although a veteran, is 





Tops Kuniaki Kobayashi with the International 
jr. heavyweight belt 

Bottoms Kobayashi executes a spinning back kick 


still improving at 
a rapid rate. . . 
Relies on devastating 
suplexes and lots 
of high-flying kicks. 


IVAN KOLOFF (5-9, 220) 
Real name - J IVV1 p* rr ; s 
Age - 50 
Years pro - 25 
Hometpwn - Montreal, 
Quebec (now lives 
in Charlotte, North 
Carolina) 

Promo|tional affiliation 
Jiiin Crockett 
Prpmotio ns 

Other ring names - Red 
McNulty 


A Frehch-Canadian from 
Quebec who has made a 
career out of being 
"The Russian Bear." 
... For a long time 
was best known in 
wrestling circles as 
the only man ever to 
defeat Bruno Sammartino 
at Madison Square 
Garden. . . Turned pro 
in 19<p2 and was a 
journeyman under his 
real Jfiame. . . Took 
the Ivan Koloff name, 
originally billed as 
the nephew of Dan 
Koloff, a French- 
CanadiLan who played 
a Russian a generation 
earlier. . . Amazing 
how a generation 
later* another young 
man continues the 
Koloff name, Nikita 
Koloff, billed as 
Ivan's nephew. . . 

Of course there is 
no actual kinship 
therel . . Became 
Ivan Koloff in 1968 
and quickly became 
a main event heel 
as a 265 pound 
powerlifter called 
"The Russian Bear." 

. . . Defeated 

Sammartino clean-cut 
in the middle of the 
ring on January 18, 

1971 i.n Madison Square 
Garden to win the WWWF 
title. Lost the crown 
on February 8, 1971 to 
Pedro Morales and 
disappeared from the 
Northeast, leaving 
nothing but a legend. 

. . . Went to the AWA 
for the next several 
years as a lead heel 
and frequent challenger 
for cnampion Verne 
Gagne.! . . Has remained 
as a main-level 
attraction for nearly 
two decades. . . 

His re!turn trips to 
the Ncirtheast always 
resulted in huge 
crowds when he was 





to oppose either Bob Backlund or 
Bruno Sammartino. . . Was also a 
mainstay as a heel in -the South 
feuding with Dusty Rhodes and 
teaming with Ole Anderson. . . 

In recent years has found a home 
in Charlotte working for the 
Crocketts. . . Held several 
regional belts when it appeared 
his career was going to be phased 
out, he was hooked with Nikita 
Koloff and is still remaining 
as a headline performer. 

There are many different Koloffs 
to evaluate for their work. . . 

The Ivan Koloff of the early 19J70s 
was a hard worker, but rather slow. 

. . . After dropping 40 pounds, he 
became one of the best conditioned 
men in the business, and he was 
already in his 40s at the time. . . 

Age and 25 years in the ring worth 
of injuries have taken their toll 
and it would be wrong to label him 
a top-flight worker nowadays, but 
he is still a pro, who can work and 
take good bumps. . . In recent times 
his forte has been to bleed and take 
bumps. . . Not much on moves them¬ 

selves . 

NIKITA KOLOFF (6-2i, 255) 

Real name - Scott Simpson 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Golden Valley, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

One of the leading heels in today's 
mat world. . . A muscle-type who 
made his debut in early 1984 after 
being trained by Eddie Sharkey. . . 

Was protected early by being hooked 
up with Ivan Koloff and Don Kernodle 
billed as World 6 -raan champs. . . 

He and Ivan also won the NWA tag 
title in his rookie year by beating 
Dusty Rhodes and Manny Fernandez. . . 
They eventually lost the title, 
regained it, and then re-lost it 
to Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson 
in 1985 . . . Nicknamed "The Russian 
Nightmare." . . . Fearsome eyes and 
Russian gimmick along with his 
physique gets him over well despite 
lack of genuine ability. . . Drew 
nearly 30,000 fans for a match with 
Ric Flair on July 6 , 1985 in Charlotte, 
. . . Will no doubt be a frequent 
foe for the Road Warriors for the 
next several years. . . Will probably 
wind up one day as the first 
Russian babyface to get over big 
on the U.S. mat scene, but that is 
several years of heeldom down the 
road. 

Koloff can't be confused with a 
good worker. . . He's got only 
fair movement, a nearly total 
lack of moves but appears to have 
good timing and is coordinated. . . 
Really almost exclusively on 
clotheslines. . . Interviews are 
done in broken English to get the 
Russian gimmick over. . . Is billed 
as the super athlete from the Soviet 
Union who was to have been both a 
superheavyweight weightlifter and 
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wrestler in the 1984 games that the 
U.S. boycotted. . . Actually many 
people are disappointed in just how 
little he has actually picked up 
in more than two years in the ring 
against top workers. 

KQRCITA KORCHENKO ( 6 - 3 ^, 310) 

Real name - David Straun 
Age - 

Years pro - 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Mike Diamond, 
Korchenko, Kostia Korchenko, 

Vladic Smirnoff 

Another wrestler who uses the Russian 
heel gimmick but with little 
success . Many promotions have 
tried him because of his size, but 
he's never had any long term 
success. . . Was a main eventer 

in early 1986 while working for 
the UWF but by the middle of the 
year was through. . . Simply couldn't 
draw. 

Korchenko looks old and not very 
imposing despite his size ... He is 
also very poor as a worker. . . 

Comes off more as a cartoon character 
Russian than a feared heel although 
every effort was made to give him 
some heat in the UWF. 

SHIRO KOSHINAKA (5-10, 170) 

Real name - Shiro Koshinaka 
Age -21 (born 9/4/58) 

Years pro - 8 
Hometown - Tokyo, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Samurai Shiro 

One of the junior heavyweightt stars 
in Japan. . . Koshinaka worked 
from debuting im March, 1979 until 
leaving for Mexico in 1982 as a 
prelim wrestler, mainly a jobber 
for the much larger Americans for 
All Japan tro. Wrestling. . . Even 
then was considered a good worker 
but a little small. . . Formed a 
prelim tag team with Mitsuhara 
Miaawa, who now works as Tiger Mask. 

. . . The two left for Mexico 
together as the team of Samurai 
Shiro and The Kamikaze. . . Misawa, 
who was younger (although definitely 
more talented) got the pick to be 
the new Tiger Mask and returned with 
a push in 1984. . . Feeling shunned,' 
Koshinaka tried to jump to Antonio 
Inoki's New Japan group. . . Baba 
kept him pacified and internal 
troubles in Inoki's group made him 
wary, but eventually late in 1985 
he made the switch. . . Won the IWGP 
World jr. heavyweight title in a 
tournament on February 6 , 1986 when 
he defeated The Cobra in a major 
upset. . . Lost the title on p.lay 
19, 1986 in Tokyo to Nobuhiko 
Takada. . . Mainly works in the 
middle of the card with men of his 
own weight, but often his matches 
are the best ones on the card. 

While a very good wrestler, 

Koshinaka doesn't quite have the 
power or genuine fighting skills 






NIKITA KOLOFF AND KRUSHER KRUSCHEV IN ACTION 


of his rivals like Cobra and 
Takada, . . Sometimes get outshone 

because of the excellence of his 
rivalsL but generally gives them 
great matches. . . Destined to 
remain about where he currently is 
because he lacks the fire to 
advances higher. 

"NATURE BOY" BUDDY LANDED (6-0, 220) 
Real name - Buddy Landel 
Age - 25 (born 8 / 17 / 61 ) 

Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Nashville, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - 
M Sc C'l U £ Pc/i£ 

Other ring names - None 


A former high school wrestling star 
who will probably become one of the 
biggest stars of the next decade. ... 
Spent his early years working as 
one of the better jobbers around 
with brown hair. . . Started emulating 
Ric Flair while on tour of Puerto 
Rico and reached main event status. 

. . . Wrestled middle of the cards 
in Mid ^outh (now UWF) shortly 
after but in a significant heel 
role. . . Gained major national 
recognition in late 1985 during his 
feud with Ric Flair and his winning 
of the National title from Terry 
Taylor while working for Jim 
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STAN-LANE (left) and STEVE KEIRN 

Memphis over the next two years 
but their popularity has faded 
lately. 

Lane was, like Keirn, a very solid 
worker for many years without 
main events to show for it. . . 

Once he got over with the gimmick, 
the two became lazy workers although 
when they turn it on they are still 
of quality. . . Lane is strong on 
interviews acting "supercool". . . 

Was one of the first major talents 
to be put over by MTV style videos. 

• . • Potential is still there to 
be a hot item, but it hasn't been 
utilized in a long time. 

JERRY "THE KING'' LAWLER (5-10, 214) 
Real name - Jerry Lawler 
Age - 36 (born 11/12/49) 

Years pro - 16 

Hometown - Memphis, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Warrior 
Sports 

Other ring names - Hawaiian Flash 

One of the leading regional superstar? 
for the past 15 years. . . Has’ 
headlined more huge crowds in Memphis 
than probably any entertainer in 
history. . . Extremely talented man 
who is a good artist and a television 
talk show personality in Memphis, . . 
Has been on top in Memphis for most 
of the past 15 years. . . Attended 
Memphis State University on an art 
scholarship, and after graduation 
was working as a disc jockey for a 
radio station, . , Met some wrestlers 
and got into the mat game in 1971 . , . 


BUDDY LANDEL (left) AND BILL DUNDEE 

Crockett. . . Was about to be pushed 
into one of Crockett's headliners 
in 1986 when he had a major fight 
with Dusty Rhodes, who fired him. 

. . . Wound up in Memphis in 1986 
where he tagged up with Bill Dundee 
to provide lots of entertainment. 

Landel is a top-notch worker who is 
getting better. . . He has a good 
background in actual wrestling. , . 
Does most moves well. . . Can 
execute very difficult high spots. 

• . . Sells as well as anyone in 
the profession, , . Comes across 
well on interviews, but actually 
stutters too much over his lines. 

♦ ♦ • Imitates Ric Flair a lot 
which has both its good and bad 
sides- . . Needs to improve his 
interviews to be a Flair imitation. 

. . . Rated No. 40 in the world in 
1985. 


STAN LANE (6-0^, 225) 

Real name - Breck Stansfield Lane 
Age - 33 tfco'w S/5/53J 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina 

Promotional affiliation - Championship 
Wrestling from Florida 
' Other ring names - Breck Lane, 

Stanley Lane, Nature Boy Lane, 

Stan Flair 

One-half of the Fabulous Ones tag 
team. . . Trained by Ric Flair, who 
he met at a 1977 beach party. . . 

Was a lifeguard and a karate 
enthusiast before getting into 
pro wrestling. . . Started under 
the ring name Stan Flair while 
working for independent promotions 
billed as Ric’s younger brother. . . 
Got his first big break in Florida 
in 1979 as tag team champions with 
Bryan c>t. John. , , Was a fairly 
successful ego-type strutting heel 
for the next few years before being 
hooked up with Steve Keirn in late 
1982. , . The two made a big hit in 
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Part owner of Warrior Sports along 
with Jerry Jarrett. . . One of the 
most recognizable personalities 
in the state of Tennessee. . . The 
wrestling show in Memphis gets a 
20 rating and a 60 share, making 
it not only the most popular wrestling 
show in the country but one of the 
most popular TV shows of any kind 
anywhere in the country. . . As a 
Memphis legend has at one time or 
another defeated every big name star 
in the business with few exceptions. 

. . . Held several regional versions 
of the V/orld title and was promised 
the NWA belt in 1985# however Jim 
Crocket" went back on his word and 
wouldn't allow Lawler to beat Ric 
Flair. , . Never was able to 
establish himself as a major draw 
outside his home circuit . . Best 
known outside wrestling circles for 
his feud with the late TV comedian 
Andy Kaufman. The two had several 
matches and even a confrontation on 
NBC-TV's David Letterman Show. . . 
Lawler probably deserves the credit, 
or the blame, for being the first 
person to involve entertainment 
personalities in wrestling. 

It's hai'd to categorize Lawler's 
work. . .He's not a great wrestler, 
but some aspects of being a pro 
he is excellent at. . . Not the 
greatest athlete, however he sells 
well, is an excellent actor, takes 
strong bumps and understands how to 
work a crowd. . . Has been able to 
establish himself as a power puncher 
who outslugs men much larger than 
himself which gets him over in 
brawls. . . Gimmick is he pulls 
down the strap of his ring outfit 
and it's like Popeye having swallowed 
his spinach--there's no stopping 
him. . . One of the all-time greats 
on interviews, either as a heel or 
a babyface. . . Very creative booker 
as well. . . Responsible for many 
of today's wrestlers getting their 
big money gimmick such as the Rock'n' 
Roll Express and Kimala. . . Has 
been involved in some of the wildest 
and most memorable matches in ring 
history. . . May retire from 
wrestling within a few years. 

"MANIAC MARK LEWIN (6-1, 235) 

Real name - Mark Lewin 
Ige - 49 
fears pro - 33 

Hometown - Buffalo, New York (now 
lives in Honolulu, Hawaii) 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - The Purple Haze 

One of the strangest pro careers 
of any active competitor. . . 

Has run jthe gamut, having played 
every rolfee conceivable in the ring. 

. . . Started in 1954 while in 
his teens as a young, babyface 
type. . . Three years later was 
one of the biggest names in the 
game. . 1 Formed a clean-cut All- 
American boy tag team with former 
collegiate wrestling star Don 


Curtis which was one of the most 
famous tag teams of all-time. . . 

Held the East Coast version of 
the World tag title in 1958-59 with 
Curtis. . . Remained a leading star 
throughout North America in the 
1960s. . . Held the West Coast 
version of the World title 19 66-67 
in Southern California. . . In the 
late 1960s and early 1970s ventured 
to Australia and became the leading 
star for promoter Jim Barnett. . . 

Many outside the ring stories are 
told about Lewin, mainly adding up 
to a strange individual. . . Took 
up bodybuilding in his 40s and 
developed a tremendous physique 
for his age. . . Came back to the 

U.S. after Australia died in 1970s 
and also was a frequent fixture in 
Japanese rings. . . His stamina and 
work rate became virtually nil 
around 1981 and has been bouncing 
around trying to make it on a 
Maniac gimmick. . . Has been in 
several areas, but never lasts long. 

Lewin was always regarded as a great 
worker throughout most of his career, 
but is now exceedingly poor. . . 

Does a good maniac gimmick, but 
it's so far extreme that many 
groups won't use it. . . Actually 
at this point can't get booked with 
a major organization. . . Because of 
the gimmick, no longer does interviews. 


A strong amateur wrestler and 
hard trainer who remains in the 
business playing a caveman gimmick. 

. . . Was a journeyman performer 

throughout most of his career 
because he was so slow afoot. . . 

After many years, finally made it 
big in Canada in the late 197Cs. . . 

Spent many years in the Central 
States area, frequently holding the 
regional title and working middle 
on other circuits. . . Was given 
the gimmick while wrestling in the 
Mid South area in 1984. . . Had a 
short stint in the WWF in 1985 hut 
quickly left because he cauldn't 
take the travel demands. . . Paints 
his face green and shaves his head 
except for a patch in the back which 
is kept long. . . Spent the past 
few years mainly working in Texas 
before his recent switch to the UWF. 

. . . Now plays the role of the 
tamed wildman babyface. . . Had a 

full-pgge photo in Sports Illustrated. 

As Dewey Robertson, he was a credible 

wrestler, basically knowing the 

moves but lacking the charisma. . . < 

As the Link, he is an extremely 

poor performer. . . Mainly gets 


THE MISSING LINK (6-0^, 230) 

Real name - Byron Robertson 
Age - 45 
Years pro - 22 

Promotional affiliation - Mid South ** 

Sports 

Hometown*- Hamilton, Ontario 
Other ring names - The Crusader, 

Max the Missing Link, Dewey 
Robertson, Crusader Robertson 
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by n his naively serai-retarded 
act. . . Doesn't take bumps and 
is impossible to have a good match 
with. 

LIZkARK (5-6£, 165) 

Real name - 
Age - 36 
Years pro - 11 
Hometown - Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Uni¬ 
versal Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Unknown 

Another of Mexico's more famous 
masked men. . . Gained his first 
national recognition in early 
1979 and has held five different 
lighter weight World titles. . . 
Made one tour of Japan in 1984 
but aside from that his entire 
career has been in Central 
America. 

Lizmark flies around the ring 
but isn’ t as solid as the Japanese 
performers when it comes to skill 
in wrestling. . . Better than most 
of the Mexican performers but 
didn't make a hit in Japan because 
his matches had to be too well 
choreographed looking and the 
big moves were done slowly. . . 

Far too small to make it in the 
U.S. . . Overall a good quality 
wrestler. 



LEX LUGER WITH COACH JOHN HEATH 


LEX LUGER (6-3, 255) 

Real name - Larry Pfohl 
Age - 28 (U 6/2/S'6) 

Years Pro - 1 
Hometown - Miami, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Champion¬ 
ship Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - None 

# A performer who made his debut 

in the late summer of 1984 and is 
being touted by many as one of 
the leading superstars of the 
» future. . . Played college football 
as a 270-pound offensive tackle 


with the University of Miami and 
went on to play in the United States 
.football League for three seasons 
with the Memphis Showboats and the 
Tampa Bay Bandits. . . Trained by 
Hiro Matsuda and because of his 
athletic background, size, look 
and physique was pushed into main 
events from the start. . . Was a 
heel for most of his first year 
until switching to babyface. . . 
Almost never had to lose during his 
first year and held every regional 
title. . Billed as 6 - 5 , 280 and 
promoted as Florida' answer to Hulk 
Hogan, . , Still can only put 
together good matches when in the 
ring with Ric Flair. . . Destined 
to be a hot commodity. 

tfith just one year in, it’s too early 
to make judgements on Luger’s ability 
but those expecting him to be a 
great worker are in for a disapoont- 
ment. , . Although he has good 
movement for one so muscular, he 
sells for almost nothing, and when 
he does, his timing is awful. . , 
Knaws few moves either. . . Still 
will be able to get by on his size 
and physique in a small circuit, but 
his weaknesses will become glaring 
on a major circuit. . . Really is 
being pushed far too fast. . . Bad 
on interviews as well. . . Really 
just a.physical package right now 
with little to show once the bell 
rings. 

SUPER STRONG MACHINE (5-llf, 235) 

Real name - Junji Hirata 
Age - 29 (born 12/12/56) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - |( a 

Promotional affiliation - All Janan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Junji Hirata, 
Kinnikuman, Strong Machine, 

Strong Machine 01, Sonny Two 
Rivers 

iu J ? P f? es - e star with the gimmick mask 
t?iat the WWF used for Andre the 

Giant. . . Was a prelim wrestler 
for several years before heading 
to Canada using an Indian gimmick, . . 
Gamed experienced but didn't main 
e^ent. . , Returned to Japan as 
the Strong Machine managed by Ichimasa 
Wakamatsu in August, 1984. . . Formed 
a tag team with Yang Sung Hi of Korea 
(Strong Machine # 2 ), Hire Ota of 
Japan (Strong Machine # 3 ) and Hiro 
Sasaki of Hawaii (Strong Machine 0k) 
as main eventers for New Japan in 
1985 * . . Although the team quickly 
became boring, the Strong Machine 01 
Qio get over. . . Was involved in 
a red-hot feud with Tatsumi Fujinami 
before jumping to All Japan. . . Now 
teams with Hiro Saito and Shunji 
Takano as “The Calgary Hurricanes." 

. . . Appears high on cards generally 
and is being given a push. 

Machine's ability is tough to evaluate 
as he s quite inconsistent. . . He 
knows a.good deal of moves and has 
good.skill but sometimes shows 
nothing. . . Forms a good tag team 
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JUNJI HIRATA, BEFORE THE DAYS 
AS SUIpER STRONG MACHINE 

Takano and Saito but they lack the 
charisma of Riki Choshu's group. . . 
Still can have great matches with 
Choshu's boys which could keep them 
in favor for a while. . • Probably 
will fade from the top when the 
mask gimmick gets old because the 
younger wrestlers will surpass his 


AKIRA MAEDA LEG LARIATS YOSHIAKI FUJIWAR 

and wrestlers. . . Calls many 
American wrestlers "phonies." . . . 
Discovered by Shinma in 1977 in a 
karate tournament and made his pro 
debut in August, 1978. . . Worked as 
a jobber for a few years before 
heading to England where he captured 
the European title in December, 1981 
. . . Returned to Japan amidst a big 
build-up in April, 1982 by pinning 
Paul Orndorff. . . Actually Maeda 
was very tentative against Americans 
and although had very good technique, 
his best matches were against other 
Japanese. . . Was a consistent top- 
level performer until he took Shinma's 
advice and joined the UWF, a new 
group Shinma was forming, to be its &■ 
top star in March, 1984. . . Maeda 
was given the new group’s International 
title by defeating the late Pierre 
Lefebrve in Madison Square Garden, 
however while on tour, the relations 
between WWF boss McMahon and Shinma 
worsened and! eventually ended, 
leaving Maeda on tour and being 
asked to do jobs for wrestlers like 
George Steele and Rene Goulet. . . 

Maeda returned embittered, and 
tried to turn the UWF into the 
hardest fighting group in the world 
in order to make sure American 
showman stype wrestlers stayed away. 

. . . After Shinma was forced out of 
the UWF, Maeda found himself in a 
losing battle for the group's top 
position to the great Satoru Sayama. 

. . . A September, 1985 match between 

Maeda and Sayama got so out of hand 
that Sayama got so furious he 
retired and it led to the folding 
of the UWF. . . Maeda returned to 
New Japan in January, 1986 and has 
drawn tremendous heat feuding with 
Antonio Inoki and Tatsumi Fujinami. 

. . . Had a famous match with Andre 
the Giant in April in which his 
rapid kicks nearly injured the Giant t 
severely. . . Rated No. 24 in the 
world in 1984 and No. 13 in 1985. 

There is no questioning that Maeda 
had great moves and first-rate 
technique. . . However Maeda's style 

wouldn't appeal to U.S. fans 

7 3 


AKIRA MAEDA BLASTS TATSUMI FUJINAMI 

A KIRA MAEDA (6-3. 225) 

Real name - Akira Maeda 
Age - 27 (born 1/24/59) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - New 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Kwik-kik-Lee 

A former karate fighter who was 
discovered by Hisashi Shinma and 
trained by Karl Gotch. . .It was 
Shinma's idea that Maeda would 
eventually develop into the next 
Antoniio Inoki and be the leading 
name iln Japan, however several 
things changed those plans. . . 
First off, Shinma was forced out 
of the New Japan group. Second, 
Maeda began hating pro wrestling, 
particularly when he was asked to 
lose. . . Hates American wrestling 
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because his style lacks showmanship. 
He does a devastating move and tries 
to follow it up quickly with a 
submission on the mat. . . He also 
refuses to do any high spots off 
the ropes. . . Was a very talented 
performer with New Japan before his 
switch. . . Hopefully he'll get off 
his rebellious stand and blend in 
with the group and be a major force 
in Japanese wrestling for many more 
years. 



TOM MAGEE PRESS-SLAMS MASANOBU 
KURUSU WHILE IN JAPAN 


TOM MAGEE (6-4£, 265) 

Real name - Tom Magee 
Age - 24 (born 7/1/62) 

Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Vancouver, British Colum¬ 
bia 

Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 

One of the two or three strongest 
men in pro wrestling and perhaps 
one of the best all-around athletes 
ever in the sport. . . Former four¬ 
time Canadian national superheavyweight 
powerlifting champion. . . At a 290 
bodyweight did a 573 bench press and 
860 pound squat in a regulation meet 
and won the Canadian strongest man 
contest. . . Is acrobatic enough to 
land on his feet after backdrops. . . 
Besides powerlifting, was a successful 
bodybuilder, boxer and gymnast and 
is a black belt in karate. . . 

Has a movie called "Man of Steel" 
made about his life. ... Made his 


pro debut on October 4, 1985 and 
by January was main eventing in 
Japan against Riki Choshu. . . 

Man^ were saying, even before his 
first pro match that he was destined 
to be an all-time great. . . Those 
same people are very disappointed 
in the lack of progress he's made. . 
Due to his lack of fire in the ring, 
has been unable to be pushed into 
main event capacity despite his 
size and dexterity. . .Has kind of 
faded away and may not be in the 
business much longer. 

Magee's biggest problem apparently 
was he was promised instant stardom. 

. . . He never had the wrestling 
itself down, as few rookies do. . . 

However his interviews were very 
poor and instead of improving, the 
more he tried, the worse he got. . . 
With the right attitude, he could 
be a bigger success in wrestling 
than he was in powerlifting, but 
probably will have to find a promoter 
who is willing to work and develop 
him for that to happen. He'll also 
have to be willing to learn and not 
expect to be an instant star, 
because those who are made instant 
stars generally don’t really achieve 
genuine stardom. 

DUTCH MANTEL (5-1 1%, 22 $) 

Real name — Ccwc^yt 

Age - 34 
Years pro - 12 
Hometown - Oil Troth, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - 
Je t** fYc«r>c^vi*\T 

Other ring names - None 

A former Viet Nam veteran who has 
mainly wrestled in the Tennessee 
area. . . Has generally worked high 
on cards, but never headlined on his 
own for any length of time. . . 
Frequently held regional titles in 
Tennessee and also switched from 
babyface to heel and back too many 
times to keep up with. . . Frequent 
tag team partner with Jerry Lawler. 

Mantell is a solid performer without 
the physical presence to make it to 
the top on the larger promotions. . . 
Not great on interviews, but better 
than most . . A good worker but 
basically a journeyman performer. 

JOHNNY MANTELL (5-11, 205) 

Real name - John Lusk 
Age - 32 
Years pro - 9 
Hometown - Montague, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - The Hood 

Another journeyman performer who 
is the brother of former NWA jr. 
heavyweight champion Ken Mantell. . . 
Older brother, now retired, is 
the Vice President in charge of 
talent for Mid South Sports. . . 

Never been pushed as a major 
attraction. 

Mantell is a decent enough worker 
in the ring but lacking in color 
and fire. . . Can do the job and 



has even been invited to Japan on 
several occasions. . . Strictly a 
prelira wrestler with little chance 
of advancement. 


MAGNUM T.A. (6-li, 220) 

Real name - Terry Lww /?//«?»■> 

Age - 27 Cl^n &/tzTsf) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Virginia Beach, Virginia 
(now lives in Matthews, North 
Carolina) 

Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Terry Allen 

One of ~he leading babyfaces for 
Jim Crockett Promotions thus a big 
name on the U.S. mat scene. . . 

Was a high school state wrestling 
champion in Virginia and went on 
to wrestle at 167 pounds for Old 
Dominion College. . . Turned pro 

in 1979 and spent several years 
learning his trade in prelims. . . 

First big break came in 1983 when 
he left Florida for the Mid South 
area. . . A good friend and protege 

of Dusty Rhodes. Rhodes gave him 
a push in 1982 while in Florida 
despite the fact he was still a 


bad wrestler. . . Improved greatly 

while in the Mid South area as he 
held the North American title and 
the area tag team title with Jim 
Duggan. . . Left in late 1984 for 
Jim Crockett's group and was pushed 
by his friend Dusty into superstardom 
with the gimmick he wins all his 
matches in less than 30 seconds. . . 
Defeated Wahoo McDaniel for the U.S. 
title in 1985. then lost and regained 
the belt later that year in matches 
with Tully Blanchard. . . Pushed as 
a hearthrob although his forehead 
is messed up with the scars of 
working main events for Dusty 
Rhodes. . . Rhodes and Magnum are 
referred to as "Americas Team." 

. . . Rated No. 45 in the world in 
1984 and No 43 in 1985* 


Although Magnum in certainly a good 
wrestler, many within the profession 
resent the fact he believes his own 
hype. . .He's definitely not a great 
worker as he really doesn't have a 
wide variety of moves. . . His 
matches are usually quite good 
because he's worked a lot with 
excellent foes and bleeds on a 
regular basis. . . Will still be 

one of the leading stars as long 
as Rhodes is in power. . . Many 

people mention that Magnum was 
just a second choice for the role 
as Dusty's sidekick, as his original 
choice, Barry Windham, opted instead 
to join the WWF. . . Strong on 
interviews but falls into a pattern 
of being too upset a little too 
frequently so fans often don't take 
him seriously. 


RICK MARTEL (5-lli, 225) 

Real name - Rick 
Age - 30 ^>Db)S^>) 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Quebec City, Quebec 
Promotional affiliation - International 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 


A former AWA World heavyweight 
champion. . . An amateur Ice Hockey 

Player who followed his two older 
brothers into pro wrestling at the 
age of 16 in 1972. . . Older brother 
Pierre wrestles in Canada as heel 
Frenchy Martin, while brother Michel 
wrestled for several years before 
dying of a heart attack in a match 
in Puerto Rico several years ago. . . 
Held the WWF tag team title with 
Tony Garea 1981-82, winning it from 
The Moondogs and losing it to Mr. 

Fuji & Mr. Saito. . . Was a big 
favorite in Australia while still 
a teenager. . . Quick, well conditioned 

and loaded with skill. . . Also very 
good looking but really never made 
it big as a hearthrob due to not 
having flashy appeal. . . Won the 

AWA belt on May 13* 1984 from Jumbo 
Tsuruta in St. Paul and retained it 
until December 29, 1985 when he fell 
to Stan Hansen at the Meadowlands 
in New Jersey. . . Actually was 
ready to jump to the WWF in early 
1984, however Verne Gagne wanted to 
keep him in the AWA and offered him 
the belt to stay . . Was a poor 



/IASCARAS BATTLES ARCH-RIVAL THE DESTROYER 

flying moves from Mexico were unique at the time 
on the American scene. . . By the early 1970s 

was the leading drawing card in most cities with 


RICK MARTEL FLIES AT TENRYU 

draw as champion although many 
blame the fact he wasn't pushed 
correctly. . . Part-owner of 
International Wrestling in Montreal. 
. . . Appears content to remain at 

home in Montreal rather than tour 
the country. 

Martel has excellent skills, but 
despite his youth, his wrestling 
style is a throwback to the old 
days of high spot, long rest, high 
spot. . . Today's fans get bored 

in between spots so although he is 
a great athlete and demonstrates it, 
he is actually far more effective 
as a tag team wrestler. . . Because 
of his French accent, isn't very 
strong on interviews. . . I feel 

with a slight change in style, he 
would still be marketable as a 
main eventer but not as a consistent 
headliner outside of Quebec. . . 
Rated No. 35 in the world in 1984 
and No. 18 in 1985. . . Although 

Martel was highly criticized as 
champion, he definitely had enough 
ability to carry the strap. 

MIL MASCARAS (5-11, 210) 

Real name - Aaron Rodriguez 
Age - 48 
Years pro - 22 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Aaron Rodriguez 

With the possible exception of The 
Destroyer, is the most famous masked 
man in the history of pro wrestling. 

. . . One of the biggest stars on 

a world-wide basis in the business 
during the 1970s. . . Turned pro 
in 1965 after being a contender for 
a spot on the Mexican Olympic team 
in judo. . . Quickly became 
established as the brightest young 
star in Mexico. . . Made his first 
U.S. appearence in May, 1968 and 
was an instant phenomenon. . , 

His hard training brought forth one 
of the most impressive physiques 
of the pre-steroid era, and his 


a heavy Spanish population--mainly 
Southern Texas and Southern Californj 
. . . Also made a big hit in New York 

where he was a frequent visitor to 
Madison Square Garden. . . In 1975, 
when Eddie Einhorn formed the IWA, 
a group which was to run opposition 
to the NWA and WWF in the major 
cities, he chose Mascaras to be his 
World champion. . . That was the 

first of many major miscalculations, 
as although Mascaras could draw in 
Spanish speaking cities, in the 
heartlands, his lack of English 
and lack of legendary status m p de 
him in appropriate to build a 
promotion around. . . Mascaras left 
the promotion about a year later, 
but kept his title belt which today, 
11 years later, he still defends as 
World Heavyweight champion in Mexico 
and on occasion, Japan. . . Was also 

the first Mexican flier to be import- 
into Japan, making his first appeared 
in 1971 and since that time has tourr- 
every July when school is out. . . 1 ■, 

also a movie star, having appeared 
in several terrible espionage films 
made in Mexico. . ■ Mascaras' name 

can still draw fans in Mexico and 
Southern California, although most 
fans in Japan would rather he no 
longer return. . . Brother of former- 
wrestler El Sicodelico, wh© died 
several years ago, and current World 
champion in Mexico, Dos Caras. . . 

Mascaras worked for the WWF in 1984 
but was relegated to prelim status. 
Because of age, can no longer fly 
and is very poor at working today';' 
style. . . No longer a major star, 
but still believes himself to be 
one. . . Always a babyface. . . Has 

never lost his mask. . . Mil Mascara' 
in English means "1,000 masks" and 
his trademark was that he wore a 
different mask in every Match. . . 
Actually he had a few dozen different 
hoods. 

Mascaras got over as a big name 
because he was one of the first 
masked men pushed as a babyface, 
was pushed as a national hero to 
Mexican fans because he virtually 
never lost, and because of the 








physique and the flying moves, both 
of which would be very ordinary 
by today's standards. . . Uses lots 
of different moves not used in 
contemporary wrestling. . . Has 
turned into an extremely poor worker 
both because of his loss of skills 
with age, the changing climate of 
the business and most importantly, 
because of ego. . . Not only will 
Mascaras not do jobs, but he won't 
even allow an opponent to work for 
any length of time with the 
advantage. His own age keeps him 
from having the advantage with 
active moves, and he insists on 
doing his trademark flying moves 
which no longer cut the mustard. 

. . . He is still a hard trainer 
and keeps a good physique. . . 

At the tail end of a memorable 
career. 

"CHIEF” WAHOO MCDANTEL (5-11, 255) 
Real name - Ed McDaniel 
Age - 49 
Years pro - 25 

Hometown - Midland, Texas (now lives 
in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other Iring names - Mr. Atlanta 

A former pro football player with 
several teams including the New 
York Jets, New York Titans, Denver 
Broncos, Miami Dolphins and several 
others from 1960 - 69 . . . Played 
college football at the University 
of Oklahoma. . . Nickname "Wahoo" 
came from his football days with 
the Jets in 1964 when he was the 
starting middle linebacker. The 
p.a. announcer would say, "Tackle 
by guess who," and the fans would 
respond "Wahoo, Wahoo." . . . 

Actually was only a starter for 
two seasons and was bounced around 
the league most of his career. . . 
Reports he was an all-pro during 
his football career were greatly 
exagerrated. . . Started pro 

wrestling in the off-season in 
1962 and went into it full-time 
after his football days were over. . . 
Was a college football teammate of 
Cowboy Bill Watts. . . Has always 
been a main eventer, stemming from 
his $arly days of being a part-time 
football player. . . Wrestlers hate 
to work against him because he 
throws wicked chops to the chest. 

. . . Has held virtually every 

regional title in the country at 
one time or another. , . Has 
wrestled the past few years mainly 
for Jim Crockett Promotions, with 
brief trips to Florida. . . 

Except for a brief stint in 1984-85, 
has been a babyface his entire 
career. . . Specialty in feud 
situations is the Indian Strap 
match, which it is said he has 
never lost. Actually he has lo&t 
strap matches, but it's been on 
rare occasions. . . Still works 
high on cards for one ofi the 
biggest promotions around, but 
nobody can figure out why other 
then reputation, perhaps. 


Lou Thesz once had a saying about 
transplanted football players, that 
basically none of them (except Leo 
Nomellini) were worth a damn on the 
mat. . . Actually McDaniel was a 
decent wrestler most of his career 
though his record far surpassed his 
ability even in his prime. . . Known 
in his youth as a "tough guy" among 
the wrestlers. . . Until about a 
year ago, while not a great worker, 
was good enough that when put in 
with the top stars, you can get a 
great match out of him. . . Still not 
an embrassment, but his work is at 
best a little below average . ... 
Interviews are good enough, but 
not spectacular. . . Indian background, 
which is legitimate, was his early 
gimmick but gimmicks like that don’t 
get over nowadays. 


aUUTT MCGHEE (5~o, 205) 

Real name - Geoff Scott Portz Jr . 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 7 
Hometown - Wales 


Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Irish Pat McGee, 

Son S S? t ?o?)JIP n 8Pit S h Empire Champion 
Geoff Portz. . . Began wrestling in 
Florida in 1980 . . . Although a very 
strong technical wrestler, his lack 
of color and size has kept him from 
making it big. . Was a very good 
amateur wrestler. . . Did get pushed 
in Florida on several occasions 


and held regional titles there, 
including the tag team title'with 
Terry Allen (Magnum T.A.) and Brad 
Armstrong on several occasions. . . 
Joined the WWF in 1985 where he has 
been relegated to the jobber 
category due to his lack of color. 

. ■ Rated No. 43 in the world in 

1984. 


McGhee looked like he jhad a decent 
future, but when the promotional war 
started, wrestlers without color 
getting pushed became a no-no. . . 
His ability, which is good, was no 
longer enough . . Interviews aren't 
adequate. . . Appears to have a 
future course that's been completely 
changed from its once rosy outlook. 


BUGSY MCGRAW ( 6 - 2 , 265 ) 

Real name - Michael Davis 
Age - 45 
Years pro - 26 

Hometown - Indianapolis, Indiana 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - The Big 0, The 
Brute, Mighty Brutus, The Skull, 
Mike Davis 

A veteran performer who headlined 
most circuits at one time or another 
during his career. . . Because of 
his size, was a heel almost from the 
start. . . Mainly wrestled on the 
West Coast using several different 
ring names from the late 1960s on. . 
Was given the name Bugsy McGraw in 
1976 by Vince McMahon Sr. and even 
got to main event against Bruno 
Sammartino at several major Northeast 
arenas. . . Used that name ever 
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since. . . Mainly wrestled in the 
South from that point on, but only 
hit it big in Florida. . . Turned 
babyface in 1980 shortly after the 
Olympic games (Winter Olympics) 
using the patriot routine and 
teamed with Dusty Rhodes. . . Also 
wrestled as a heel in Texas but 
turned babyface there, but not with 
nearly the same results. . . Was 
very popular in Florida. . . Injured 
his knee very badly in 1982 and has 
been in and out of the business 
since then. . . Career at this point 
appears to be relegated to minor 
league circuits. 

McGraw, even during his prime, was 
pretty poor as a worker. . . He 
could get by as a "300 pounder" in 
the days weight was more greatly 
exaggerated and there weren't many 
huge men in the sport. . . He was 
a character babyface and got over 
well for a while, blit his off-the- 
wall crazy act got old fast. . . 

Was absolutely awful after the knee 
surgery. . . Probably won't be around 
much longer. 

SHAWN MICHAELS (6-0|, 220) 

Real name - Shawn Michaels 
Age - 21 
Years pro - 2 

Hometown - San Antonio, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

One-half of the Midnight Rockers 
tag teanuin the AWA. . . One of 
the brightest young stars in the 
business and destined for major 
success. . . Finished second in 
the 1985 rookie of the year 
balloting. . . Started out in 
late 1984 working for Mid South 
as a jobber. . . Became good 
friends with Ricky Morton and 
learned a lot of his reportoire. 

. . . Went to Southern Texas and 
was given a big push as Paul 
Diamond's tag team partner as the 
U.S.A. Express. . . Went to the AWA 
in early 1986 and is one of the 
few bright stars in the promotion. 

. . . Currently tag teams with 
Marty Janetty. 

Michaels is still not all the way 
there as a singles wrestler, but 
considering his lack of time in 
the business, he looks great. . . 
Originally trained by Jose Lothario, 
a big name star in South Texas 
in the 1970s. . . /ery flashy and 
executes solid high spots. 

"MEAN" MIKE MILLER (6-1, 235) 

Real name - Mike Miller 
Age - 35 
Years pro - 8 
Hometown - Tampa, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Big-Time 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 

A journeyman pro who spent virtually 
his entire career as a jobber until 
coming to Oregon in 1984 . . . Has 
had some success there. . . Teams 
up with Rip Oliver. . . Lacks color. 


Miller is an adequate performer but 
would never be able to make it on 
a major circuit because he lacks 
charisma and is poor on interviews. 

. . . Has improved a lot and would 
be the best jobber in almost any 
circuit he would try out. 

PEDRO MORALES (5-U|, 245) 

Real name - Pedro.Morales 
Age - 43 (born 11/3/42) 

Years pro - 29 

Hometown - Culebra, Puerto Rico 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Johnny Ricco 

Veteran performer whose main claim 
to fame is that he held the WWWF 
heavyweight title from February 8, 
1971 until December 1, 1973. • ■ 

Won the title from Ivan Koloff, who 
had beaten Bruno Sammartino just 
three weeks earlier. . . Lost the 
title to Stan Stasiak, who was beaten 
by Sammartino nine days later. . . 
Turned pro at the age of l!> back in 
1958 while in Puerto Rico. . . Worked 
around the country as a prelim 
wrestler until getting his first 
big break in 1965 when he won the 
West Coast version of the World 
title. . . Held the West Coast 
version of the World tag team title 
in 1967. feuding with the legendary 
team of Ray Stevens and Pat Patterson 
using Pepper Gomez as his partner. . 
Was made champion in the Northeast 
to draw Puerto Rican fans to Madison 
Square Garden. . . Morales was 
actually a better draw at the Garden 
then Sammartino, although legend 
has it otherwise. However his 
drawing power was limited outside 
the New York area and was weak in 
Boston... . There was also concern 
about his fans being so rapid there 
was a constant fear of riots in the 
arenas. . . Although he continued 
to sellout the Garden, the title 
was taken from him in late, I 973 
and he quickly faded from the 
spotlight. . . Wrestled around the 
country 1974-79 with mixed success, 
working as a prelim wrestler for 
Jim Crockett and gaining regional 
titles other places. . . Was a 
main eventer in Puerto Rico as 
well, . . Returned to the Northeast 
1980 and was back as a superstar 
winning the Intercontinental title 
from Ken Patera, losing it to Don 
Muraco, regaining it, and finally 
dropping it for good to Muraco-in , 
early 1983 . . . Left the Northeast 
for a while to work Puerto Rico, 
but was.recalled when Vince McMahon 
Sr. decided he wanted to promote in 
Puerto Rico . . By the time McMahon 
got around to it, however, Morales 
was forgotten in prelims. . . Now 
strictly a prelim bum. 

Many remember the Pedro Morales of 
the early and mid-1960s and a 
sensational acrobatic wrestler. . . 

By the time he was champ in 1971, 
he was a poor performer remembered 
as champ for his ability to do just 
one move, left hooks. . . Age and 
weight made his decline even more 



noticable although even as late as 
1983 was able to be "carried" by 
stirong foes such as Adrian Adonis 
and Don Muraco. . . Now can not even 
be carried. . . Just playing out 
the string. 

ED "M O QNDOG" MORETTI (5-7, 205) 

Real name - Ed Giovanetti 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 12 

Hometown - San Francisco, California 
(novf lives in Victoria, British 
Columbia) 

Promotional affiliation - Heart of 
America Promotions 
Other ring names - Macho Man Moretti 

Journeyman pro who took his name 
from his idol, the late Lonnie 
"Moondcg" Mayne. . . Wrestled 
his entire career on the smaller 
circuits. . . Hurt by lack of 

height and limited athletic 
ability. 

Moretti is the type of person who 
although he lacks a lot, is totally 
dedicated to his craft. . . He is 
as good a worker as his ability 
allows. , . Sells very good. . . 

Extremely strong on interviews 
as well. . . Just limited in god- 
given talents. 

PIRATA MORGAN (5-8, 175) 

Real name - Ramon Morgan 
Age - 24 (born 7 / 29 / 62 ) 

Years pro - 7 
Hometown - Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - 

Universal Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Ramon Morgan, 
Morgan the Pirate 

Excellent young wrestler who lost 
his eye in a 1981 ring accident. 

. . . He was diving out of the ring 

and hit his face on a table which 
had a nail sticking out of it. . . 
Because of that, wrestles with a 
patch over one eye, hence the Pirate 
handle. . . Turned pro at the age 
of 17. * • Gained his first lighter 
weight World title just after his 
21st birthday. . . Except for one 
Japan tour, has wrestled almost 
exclusively in Mexico. 

Morgan has the potential to become 
one of the leading lighter weight 
stars on the Japanese scene. . . 

Got over very big in a late 1984 
tour of Japan, but hasn't returned. 

. , . An excellent worker. . . 

Because of size, will never be 
a star on the U.S. mats. 

RICKY MORTON (5-8£, 190) 

Real name - Richard Morton 
Age - 2$ (born 9 / 21 / 60 ) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Nashville, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - None 

One of the most popular wrestlers 
in the country as half of the 
Rock'n'Roll Express tag team. . . 

A favorite of teenage girls. . . 

Turned pro right after getting out 
of high school in 1979- • • 


Son of long-time referee for Warrior 
Sports named Paul Morton. . . Was 
surprisingly popular everywhere he 
went due to his lack of size and 
cuteness. . . Formed the Rock’n'Roll 
Express in 1983 and the gimmick 
clicked in a big way in i984. . . 
Wrestlers in tights with lots of 
bandanas. . . Some downgrade him 
because he's pushed so hard even 
though he lacks size. . . Sometimes 
resented by hardcore male fans. . . 
With Gibson, held the Mid South 
tag title and Southern tag title on 
numerous occasions. . . Held the 
NWA tag team title twice in 1985 - 86 . 

. . . Hottest matches are with the 

Midnight Express, Dennis Condrey and 
Bobby Eaton. . . In 1986 Morton was 
pushed into singles competition for 
a feud with.Ric Flair. . . Although 

the match didn’t draw very well for 
the most part, Flair and Morton had 
a cage match in Charlotte on July 
5, 1986 which drew 20,500 fans and 
a gate in excess of $400,000--one 
of the five largest gates in the 
history of North American pro 
wrestling. 

Morton is a very good worker who 
is even better when put together 
with Gibson and working against 
Eaton or Flair. . . Who wouldn't be? 

. . . Not the greatest on interviews, 

but has to carry the duo since 
Gibson isn't good. . . Although his 

ability is top-notch, is making it 
on his youthful looks and lack of 
size with the gimmick. . . Although 
he can remain a top star in the future, 
it must be realized playing rock'n* 
rollers won’t last forever. 
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A_NGELO MOSCA. JR. (6-2£, 215) 

Real name - Angelo Mosca, Jr. 

Age - 26 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Hamilton, Ontario 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - None 

Son of pro wrestler Angelo Mosca 
who was a Canadian football star. 

. . . Made his pro debut in late 
1983 j ' in Florida. . . Was 

quickly pushed hard, especially in 
the Carolinas where he won the 
Mid Atlantic title in 1984. . . 

Left with his father to the WWF 
in 1984 but by the end of the year, 
both were history. . . Hasn’t 
wrestled much since. . . Has appeared 
in several television commercials 
in Canada. 

The younger Mosca was pushed hard 
because of his youthful good looks, 
but in the ring he was a dud. . . 

Never got the hang of the business 
and although he still works for 
independents, it appears he's out 
of the mainstream. 

ANGELO MOSCA. SR. ( 6 - 3 , 275 ) 

Real name - Aqgelo Mosca, Sr. 

Age - 49 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Boston, Massachusetts 
(now lives in Hamilton, Ontario) 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - King Kong Mosca 

A Hall-of-Famer in the Canadian 
Football League. . . Played defensive 
end for the Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
1960-68 after playing college 
football at Notre Dame. . . Is 
probably the most famous player in 
the history of Canadian Football. . . 
Did a little -wrestling in off- 
- seasons but turned to it full-time 
in 1969 * • . Appears on many TV 
commercials in Canada. . . Was 
always pushed as a main eventer 
and was a big drawing card in 
Canada, particularly Ontario, 
stemming from his football days. 

. . . Was the man Jesse Ventura 
replaced as TV announcer on WWF 
telecasts. . . Was one of the 

worst announcers in the world. . . 

Has held regaional titles in just 
about every circuit he has appeared 
on. 

Mosca was never a good wrestler 
despite his background. . . He 
got over on his size, huge in 
the 1970 s and his background. . . 

Was a heel virtually everywhere 
he appeared except Ontario. . . 

Turned babyface a few years ago 
when his son started. . . With his 
foghorn voice was good on 
interviews. 

KAREEM MUHAMMAD (6-4, 350) 

Real name - Ray Canty 

Age - 35 

Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Atlanta, Georgia 

Promotional affiliation - 

Championship Wrestling from 
Florida 

Other ring names - Ray Canty, 


Ray Candy, The Candyman, Zambuie 
Express, Masked Superfly 

A veteran performer who started out 
in 1974 for Anne Gunkel All-South 
promotion. . . Because of his size 
and the fact he was black was pushed 
hard from the start. . . Has used 
many different identities and in 
recent years has been almost 
exclusively a heel with a mohawk 
haircut and army fatigues. . . Has 

only wrestled on Southern and 
Central States circuits. 

Candy isn't a good wrestler but 
as big guys go, is adequate although 
has a weight problem. . . Interviews 
are so-so. . . Basically a journeyman 
who can be pushed because of his size, 
but no longer capable of headlining 
a card because of the influx of 
big guys with physiques an opposed 
to buffaloes. 

BLACKJACK MULLIGAN (6-5, 280) 

Real name - Robert Windham 
Age - 45 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Sweetwater, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - Trhn- 'ipc.As 
Other ring names - Big Bob Windham 

Former college football player at 
Texas Western University, which is 
now known as the University of Texas 
at El Paso. . . Billed from Eagle 

Pass, Texas, a city on the Southern 
border but actually is originally 
from Sweetwater, a Dallas suburb 
although he went to high school in 
Odessa in Southwest Texas. . . 

Broke in as Big Bob Windham, trained 
by Fritz Von Erich and started with 
the AWA as a big prelim man in 1969 
. . . Had several pro football 
tryouts from 1962 through 1968 but 
never made a team although he was 
a member of the New York Jets taxi 
squad for one season. . . Changed 
his name to Blackjack Mulligan in 
1971 in the Northeast as the first 
WWWF protege of the late Grand 
Wizard, but was defeated in just 
one minute by Bruno Sammartino in 
his second Madison Square Garden 
match. Was the first victim of 
Pedro Morales at the Garden in 1971 
after Morales' win over Ivan Koloff. 

• • . Copied the style of wrestler 
Blackjack Lanza with the cowboy hat 
and mustache, an AWA headliner while 
Windham was a rookie. . . Left the 
East Coast in 1972 for Indiana and 
started teaming with Lanza under 
the management of Bobby Heenan. . . 

The two teamed together throughout 
the country, holding the Indiana 
version of the World tag title, 
the Texas tag team title and the 
WWWF tag team title in 1975 winning 
from Dorn DeNucci and Pat Barrett 
and losing to Tony Parisi and Louis 
Cerdan (Gino Brito). . . Suffered 
a heart attack in a 1979 match with 
Bobby Duncum but returned several 
months later. . . Because of his 
size, has been a headliner since 
adopting the Mulligan name. . . 

Father of wrettlers B a rry and Kendall 
Windham. . . In recent years has 
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gained a reputation as an outlaw Had a big feud with Jimmy Snuka in 

within the business. . . Frequently 1983 which set box office records 

walks out on promotions and has been throughout the Northeast. . . 

fired often as well. . . Walked out During his prime used to spend 

on both the Crocketts (for WWF) and several months each year not even 

then WWF in the past year, eventually working, just taking it easy on 

taken son Barry with him both the beach in Hawaii. . . Still takes 

times. . . May have burned too many long siestas before going back on 

bridges at this point as it's doubtful tour. 


any major promoters will book him. 

Mulligan simply got by on his size 
and his cowboy gimmick. . . He was 
never a strong wrestler, and after 
his medical problems became a poor 
wrestler. . . Wears lifts in his 
shoes and is billed anywhere from 
6-8 to 6-10 and from 310 to 340 
pounds 1 . . . Good on interviews 
but never a standout there. 

DON MURACO ( 6 - 2 , 275) 

Real name - Don Muraco 
Age - 38 
Years pro - 17 
Hometown - Honolulu, Hawaii 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Magnificent 
M, Magnificent Muraco, Don 
Morirow 

A gifted athlete who was considered 
one of the best in the profession 
from the mid- 1970 s through 1982 . . . 
Was a state champion wrestler at 
Punahou High School in Honolulu 
and an all-state offensive guard 
in football. . . Was highly recruited 
by colleges but wound up playing at 
a junior college and faded into 
pro wrestling in 1970. . . Was 
a babyface and actually finished 
in a 1972 poll as the fifth most 
popular wrestler in the world 
as a lean 210-215 pound athlete. . . 
Frequently teamed with Billy 
Robinson and Lani Kealoha (Jimmy 
Snuka) while working in the AWA 
1971-72. • • Came to San Francisco 
and suffered a shoulder separation 
in 1973 which nearly ended his 
career. . . After coming back, 
gained a national name in Florida 
in 1974 for his matches against 
people like Dusty Rhodes, Harley 
Race and Jack Brisco. . . Came 
back to San Francisco and turned 
into a villain. . . Switched back- 
and-forth but has been mainly a 
heel for the past decade. . . 

Named Villain of the year in 
1981. . . Made a big hit in his 
Northeast debut in 1981 winning 
the Intercontinental title from 
Pedro Morales and wrestling Bob 
Backlund to a 60:00 draw in 
Madison Square Garden. . . At 

this point Muraco was consistenly 
rated in the top 10 in the world. 

. . . Let his conditioning go 

and his physique went to pot. . . 

Able to get by on his natural 
charisma. . . Still has the 

reflexes but lacks the stamina 
and doesn't do the moves of his 
youth. . . Regained the IC title 

in 1983 from Pedro Morales and 
held it until early 1984 when 
he dropped it to Tito Santana . . 

jf 
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The Don Muraco who was a great 
wrestler is long gone through years 
of hard living and not caring. . . 
Today’s Don Muraco is a shell of 
the old one, who still can get by 
on his natural presence and strong 
interviews, . Would have a difficult 
time maintaining his status outside 
the WWF where the demands for working 
are rather lax. . . Probably will 
remain around in his same role for 
several years. . . Managed by Mr. 

Fuji. 

^CAPTAIN REDNECK" DICK MURDOCH ( 6 - 3 , 2 75 
Real name - Hart Richard Murdoch 
Age - 4t 
Years pro - 22 

Hometown - Waxahachie, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - The Invader, 

Big Daddy Murdoch 

Son of former pro wrestler Frankie 
Hill Murdoch. . Probably the most 
underrated performer by the fans of 
anyone who has been a main eventer 
for so long. . Can do anything in 
the ring, belying his physique and 
age. . .. Has been a main eventer for 
more than two decades. . . A big 
star in Japan. . . Turned pro in 
1965 . ■ • Billed as a former West 
Texas State football player but 
that isn't the case. . . Also billed 
as a former marine which I don't 
believe is the case either. . . 

Wrestled as Big Daddy Murdock in 
the Central States and was a main 
eventer very quickly. . . Formed 
a tag team called the Texas Outlaws 
with Dusty Rhodes 1969-73—the most 
feared team of its era. . . Rated 
No. 30 in the world in 1985 , . . 

Has traveled all over the world 
and held regional titles everywhere. 

... . Held the WWF tag team title 
with Adrian Adonis in 1984. . . Quit 
the WWF and went to the Mid South 
area in 1985 , which he also left. . . 

Has made a near-record 36 tours of 
Japan since 1968 . , . Forms a tag 
team with Masked Superstar in Japan 
. . . He and Adonis went to the 
finals in the 1983 New Japan tag 
team tournament losing to Hulk Hogan 
and Antonio Inoki, and in 1984 they 
went to the finals again losing to 
Inoki and Tatsumi Fujinami. . . Went 
to the finals in 1986 of the IWGP 
singles tournament losing to Inoki. 

• . . Is respected throughout wrestling 
for being a strong street fighter. . 
Shocking agility and has enough 
knowledge to pace himself for matches 
up to an hour. 

Murdoch is a colorful character with 
great ability. . . Can be effective 
both as a heel and as a babyface. . 




DICK MURDOCH (left) AND 
ADRIAN ADONIS DO THE SPIKE 

One of the best brawlers around 
and can also work a "strong style" 
match with little showmanship. . . 
Biggest complaint about his work 
is he too often tries to play Lou 
Costello and clowns his way through 
matches. . . Rarely does that in 
Japan, but won't wrestle seriously 
against except against top-rated 
grapplers. . . As a babyface uses 
the superpatriot marine gimmick, 
while as a heel plays a rowdy 
redneck. . . At present isn't 
affiliated with any U.S. promotion 
but that figures to change soon. 

KEIJI MUTOH (6-0, 210) 

Real name - Takeshi Mutoh 
Age - 23 (born 12/23/62) 

Years pro - 2 
Hometown - Japan 

Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - The Ninja, 

White Ninja, Mutoh the White 
Ninja 

One of the best young wrestlers to 
come along in the past few years. . . 

Finished third in the balloting for 
rookie of the year in 1985 despite 
having never wrestled in the U.S. 
up to that point. . . Was given a 


slight push in Japan by the end of 
his first year. . . Made a quick 
impact on wrestling fans in Florida 
in his first U.S. match on February 
14, 1986 when his high dropkicks, 
handspring elbow drop and backward 
somersault splash off the top ropes 
against Dennis Brown. . . Won the 

Florida title within a few months 
defeated Kendall Windham. . . Trained 

by Hiro Matsuda who said that in 
three months of wrestling in the 
U.S. he had picked up more than most 
wrestlers do in 10 years. . . Was 

heavily cheered despite his heel 
status for his flying moves. . . 

Used ring name The Ninja in Florida 
and tag teamed with Kendo Nagasaki 
as "The Rising Suns" managed by 
Sir Oliver Humperdink. 

Mutoh should be one of Japan's 
leading grapplers for the next 
decade. . . Already one of the 
top ranked junior heavyweights 
in the world. . . Ability far 
surpasses his experience. 

Because of his flying style, would 
be more effective used as a babyface 
but wrestling promoters, who are 
still fighting World War II are 
hesitant about doing that. . . 

In Japan, should eventually develop 
into a Fujinami-calibre superstar. 

KENDO NAGASAKI ( 6 - 0 , 225) 

Real name - Kazuo Sakurada 
Age - 38 (born 9/26/48) 

Years pro - 16 
Hometown - 

Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Mr. Sakurada, Chan 
Chung, The Black Ninja, Rambo 
Sakurada ( KaZU0 sakurada 

Japanese wrestler who uses a Ninja 
gimmick, face paint like Kabuki 
and samurai warrior garb . . 

Turned pro during the summer of 
1971 for All Japan Pro Wrestling 
and was a jobber for several years. 

. . . Left for the U.S. in late 
1976 to form a tag team with Mr. 

Pogo which held regional titles 
mainly in the Central States and 
Southwest. . Also wrestled with 
a mask in Texas as Chan Chung 
managed by Gary Hart. . . After 
Kabuki made a hit in Texas, he 
went to Florida and copied Kabuki's 
act with the green mist in the mouth 
and painted face and was a leading 
heel for several months. . . Hasn't 
had much success since that time 
working other circuits however still 
gets a good push in Florida. . . 

Has only occasionally returned to 
his home Japan in the past decade. . . 
Because of his few return trips, he 
switched his allegiance to New Japan 
in late 1985- • . Started there as 
Rambo Sakurada, but it was felt he 
wasn’t getting over well enough $0 
on his second tour, used the ring 
name Kendo Nagasaki and took his 
U.S. gimmick, reforming his tag team 
with Mr. Pogo. . -Destined to play 
a stereotypical oriental role in 

the U.S. the reaminder of his career. 
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. . . Took the ring name Kendo 
Nagasaki from that of a noted 
British wrestling villain who 
is now retired. 

Nagasaki is a fair worker who 
needs the gimmicks to get over. 

. . . Has enough to put together 
decent matches but needs great 
foes to really get it together. 

. . . Needs a manager to be 
effective in the U.S. . . Doesn't 
have enough ability to make it to 
the top in Japan. 

JIM^THE ANVIL" NETDHART (5-l0£, 265) 
Real narr^ - James Neidhart 
Age - $) £Ur» 2)8)Ss) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
(now lives in Calgary, Alberta) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Formed world-ranked shot putter. . . 
Forms a tag team called "The Hart 
Foundation” with brother-in-law 
Bret Hart. . . Is also brother-in- 
law of current opponent Davey Boy 
Smith. . . Won the California state 
high school shot put championship 
in 1973;- • • Was ranked No. 5 in 
the junior (19-and-under) division 
in the shot put in 1975 while on 
the UCLA track team. . . Broke into 
pro wrestling in 1979 after his 
shot pu£ days were over. . . In 
the Calgary Stampede track meet 
in 1980, set a world record in 
a shot put offshoot event, the 
anvil throw, which eventually 
led to his nickname. . . Was a 
clean-cut babyface with a thick 
and muscular physique when he 
broke into wrestling. . .Was 
even camera shy and weak on 
interviews. . . Developed into 
a heel J with a sinister laugh and 
a long beard with a craw cut 
hairdo 4nd a physique of a former 
athlete gone to seed. . . Although 
he didn’t play football in college, 
his strength gave him brief try-outs 
at a f ey NFL camps, although the 
oublicity that he was a former 
lose guard with the Oakland Raiders 
is exaggerated. . . Spent his early 
years wrestling in Calgary. . . 

Vent to!the Mid South area in 1983 
where he picked up his interview 
style ahd held the area tag team 
title with Butch Reed. . . Held 
the Florida tag team title in 
1984 with Khrusher Khrushchev and 
played a Russian sympathizer. . . 

Left for the WWF in early 1985. 

Neidhart is a good athlete and an 
adequate wrestler. . . He is over¬ 
rated in some circles because his 
partner)is excellent and he in turn 
is thought of as excellent. . . They 
do form a strong team. . . Really 
gained interview improvement in 
1983 in Mid South is is an effective 
mid-level heel. . . Would have 
difficulty being on top, but his 
tag team with Hart could be a main¬ 
line team on any circuit in the 

country. 


RIP "THE CRIPPLER" OLIVER (6-0$, 230) 

Real name - Richard Oliver 
Age - 33 (born 10/6/52) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Hermasosa Springs, Florida 
(now lives in Portland, Oregon) 
Promotional affiliation - Big Time 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - Rick Oliver, The 
Gestapo 

The leading heel in the Pacific Northwest 
for several years. . . Hasn't been 
nearly as fortunate in ventures outside 
Oregon and Washington. . . Turned pro 
in 1975 and spent several years working 
as a TV jobber and in prelim matches... . 
Never achieved much in the way of 
success before going to Oregon in 
1982. . . Has held the Northwest 
singles and tag title on numerous 
occasions. . . Plays a basic bully 
role with no frills, one which probably 
would have been more successful in 
an earlier era. . . Currently books 
the Big.Time Wrestling circuit. . . 

Also works frequently in Japan as 
basically a loser under a mask as 
The Gestapo. 

Oliver is a competent worker who lacks 
in color. . . He comes off nasty in 
interviews, but without any flamboyance. 

. . . Really couldn't be anything but 
a mid-level performer on the middle 
or large circuits. . . Basically a 
big fish in a little pond. 

PAUL "MR. WONDERFUL" ORNDORFF (5-llf, 220) 
Real name - Paul Orndorff 
Age - 37 Cb 10/19/V9) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Brandon, Florida (now lives 
in Atlanta, Georgia) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - None 

One of the leading wrestlers for Titan 
Sports since its expansion in 1984 both 
as a heel, then a babyface, and back 
to being a heel. . . An outstanding 
athlete with one oiff the best physiques 
in -Uhe sport. . . Played fullback at 
the University of Tampa, nicknamed 
"The Brandon Bull" amd played alongside 
former NFL stars Freddy Solomon and 
John Matuszak. . . Was a late round 
draft choice of the Kansas City Chiefs 
in 1973» tut failed to make the team. . . 
Tried out in 1974 for the New Orleans 
Saints but was a late cut. . . Obviously 
his billing as a former NFL superstar 
is quite exaggerated. . . Did play for 
the World Football League's Jacksonville 
Sharks in 1975 before getting into 
pro wrestling in 1976 being trained by 
Hiro Matsuda. . . With his good looks, 
genuine athletic ability and rippling 
muscles, was given a push almost from 
the start. . . By the late 1970s, was 
a headliner mainly working in the Mid 
South area as a babyface. . . Held the 
NWA World tag team title with partner 
Jimmy Snuka in 1979 in the Carolinas. . 
Remained a headliner in the Mid South 
until leaving for Atlanta in 1982. . . 

Was considered as one of the top 
grapplers in the country, however one 
lacking a bit in charisma for the next 
18 months on top in Atlanta. . . Was 
signed by Vince McMahon, Sr. away from 
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Ole Anderson in June, 1983 in one of 
a series of events which loaded the 
^.ltan Sports ammunition up for the 
"War of '84" ... Was kept in 
limbo for the remainder of 1983 
until plans for the W a r were started 
and he was brought in as a heel, 

Paul "Mr. Wonderful" Orndorff to 
the Northeast in late 1983 . . . w a s 
Hulk hogan* s first victim in 
February, 1984 after Hogan’s WWF 
title win over Iron Sheik. . . 
Remained a frequent challenger for 
Hogan and 0 n top of the WWF, through 
uh | first Wrestlemania on March 31 , 
1985. He and Roddy Piper lost the 
main event to Hogan and actor Mr. T 
on a. show which drew a gate of $4 
million plus plus earned $ 1.4 million 
more through videocassette sales. 
Orndorff’s pay for the match was 
$ 20,000 although he had been promised 
double that. . . Turned babyface 
after Wrestlemania and headlined 
in singles against Piper and Bob 
Orton. . , After a while was no 
longer a hot item as a babyface so 
w ? s t ^ ned heel again in the summer 
of 1986 . . . Rated No. 11 in the 
world in both 1982 and 1983 , No. 

13 in 1984 and No. 24 in 1985 . . . 
Actually has excellent charisma 
inside the ring, which is somewhat 
strange since he isn't particuarly 
large nor good on interviews. . . 

Many within the WWF front office 
regard Orntforff’s gate appeal as 
strictly their creation, since he 
was never able to establish himself 
as a charismatic drawing card, 
despite his great ability, before 
his WWF tenure. 

Orndorff was one of the top performers 
in the game for most of the past 
five years... . From the late 19?0s 
through 1983 he wasn't a great draw, 
but wa® promoted heavily because of 
his physique, conditioning, great 
i n 7 ring timing and good wrestling 
ability. In short, the guy was a 
stud. . . After going to Titan, 
where the emphasis on having a 
physique is even greater, Orndorff 
slowly transformed himself into a 
far more muscular, far more stiff 
and far less conditioned athlete. . . 
In short, he looked better from 
the outside but wasn't nearly as 
good on the inside. . . His work 
rate plummeted in 1985-86 and he 
was no longer regarded within the 
profession as a great worker, . , 

His arrogant persona is said to 
be very much his real personality, 
and is able to get it across well. 

. . . Because of his heel switch, 
will probably remain a leading 
personality in the business for 
a few more years. 

^COWBOY" BOB ORTON ( 6 - 3 , 245) 

Real name - Robert Orton, Jr. 

Age - 35 (born 11/10/50) 

Years pro - 16 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida (now 
lives in St. Louis, Missouri) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Bob Orton, Jr., 

"Ace" Orton, The Best 


Son of former pro wrestler Bob Orton 
and brother of current jobber Barry 0 
... A prep wrestling star while 
growing up at Plant High School in 
Tampa. . . Turned pro at the age of 20 
in 1971 weighing just I 85 pounds. . . 
Wrestled for years as a father-and-son 
tag team combination until his father's 
retirement in 1980. . . Quickly gained 
a reputation for being one of the most 
talented men in the business. . . 

By the mid-1970s was a top-level star 
and main eventer throughout the 
Southern circuits. . . His career has 
been quite stormy after an AWA stint 
in the ±ate 1970s. . . There were 
reports he was so rough on his foes 
that they had to miss bookings afterward 
and was fired for this. . , Whatever 
the case, he worked for Angelo Poffo’s 
small independent group as the tag 
te*m partner of Randy Savage and was 
blacklisted out of the pro wrestling 
mainstream. . . Finally was hired by 
Bill Watts’ Mid South group in I 98 I 
and he was a top-line talent there 
before going to the WWF in 1983 as 
a main event heel. . , Was considered 
one of the top performers in the 
world at this point, , . Went to 
the Carolinas in late 1982, first 
as a babyface, then as a heel turning 
on Ric Flair. . . Held the NWA tag 
team title with Don Kernodle before 
losing it to Mark Youngblood and 
Wahoo McDaniel. . . Left shortly after 
for the WWF. . . At first was a main 

eventer, but gradually became a 
forgotten man for several months 
until resurfacing as Roddy Piper's 
bodyguard “Ace." Regained top level 
status and pretty much stayed there 
until Piper left wrestling in April, 

1986 . . . Was scheduled to turn 
babyface against Piper, but with 
Piper out of the picture, languished 
on foreign tours and in prelims. 

. . . Rated No. 12 in the world in 
1983 and No. 16 in 1984, . . Faded 
out of the top 75 in 1985 . . . Has 
had several brushes with the law 
in the last several months. 

Orton was one of the premier wrestlers, 
however depression from the hard WWF* 
schedule has pretty well obliterated 
his performance. , . He has so much 
talent that even far from top form, 
he can put together good matches. . . 
Great on moves but was on the slow 
side, , , Had a terrible stuttering 
problem as a youth which made his 
interviews almost unbearable early 
in his career, . , Conquered the 
problem and was just fine on the 
stick. , . Orton is one of many 
wrestlers who have outlived their 
usefullness in the WWF, . . He's 
stale and a shell of his former 
self, but still packs an incredible 
amount of talent and surprising 
strength into his frame. . , Still 
better than most of his WWF co-workers. 

"ICEMAN" KING PARSONS (5-9, 210) 

Real name - King Parsons 
Age - 37 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri (now 
lives in Dallas, Texas) 

Promotional affiliation - Texas All- 
84 



Star 
Other r 


jhree-t 
v»restli 
127 to 
as a s 
junior 
years a$ 
working 
prelim 
Made a 
Wrestliii 
who talk 
to the 
Sister 
leading 
than a 
other ci 
was nevq 
the same 
His retu 
nearly 
. . . W^; 
wrestliri, 
but the 
because 
revealed 
Then wa$ 
instead 
Has a c 


me state champion in prep 
Jjig in Missouri ranging from 
48 pounds. . . Son Rod Alton 
;ate champion as well as a 
n 1984. . . Spent several 
a journeyman pro, basically 
on the wrong side of the 
edger around the country. . , 
Ijiit in 1983 for World Class 
.g as the dancing black man 
ed jive and came to the ring 
music of "We are family" by 
pledge. . . Was one of the 
babyfaces there for more 
year. . . Went to several 
rcuits since that time but 
r able to get anywhere near 
level of popularity. . . 
rn trips to Texas weren't 
s successful as the original, 
s originally pegged to be 
ig Rick Rood at Texas Stadium 
promotion changed its plans 
it's letter-writing campaign 
he was no longer popular, 
asked to turn heel, and he 
went with Texas All-Star. . . 
drned-row haircut. 


Real namj' 

Age - 44 
Years pr 
Hometown 
re si 

Promotio 
Other ri 


th 


At one- 
men in 
medals 1 
lifting 
.n Cali, 
Was also 
hot put 
. . Co 
in Munic 
in super 
Was scou 
Munich a 
per year 
Because 
was bill 
man." 

Ame rican 
than 500 
held rec 
decade. 
he broke 
main-lev^ 
strength 
for much 
Brother 
football 
Came into 


ng names - None 


Parsons isn’t a good performer. . . 
He’s fair, but not awful. . . His 
interviews, however, are completely 
awful. . . They got over in Dallas 
for a while, but his slang religious 
jive repeating phrases like "Mama 
says it be’s that way some times" 
or "Have mercy, y'all" quickly 
became obnoxious to fans and lost 
whatever popularity he once had. . . 
Probably is destined to play out 
the string as a journeyman. 


KEN PATERA (6-0, 260) 
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£>f former Seattle Seahawks 
head coach Jack Patera. . . 
his own as one of the 


top performers in the business when 
he bleached his hair blonde and became 
a heel in 1976. . . Headlined Madison 
Square Garden several times against 
Bruno Sammartino. . . Dropped down to 
235 pounds at one point, with a 
bodybuilders physique and was considered 
one of the best workers and leading 
heels in the country 1979-82. . . 

Held regional titles throughout the 
U.S. . . . Held the AWA tag team title 
1983-84 with partner Jerry Blackwell, 
dubbed as "The Sheiks." . . . The 
two were to split up, with Patera 
regaining his babyface stature, 
however Patera instead opted to work 
in the WWP. . . Before he left, however, 
he was involved in an incident in 
Waukesha, Wise, in which it is alleged 
that he threw a 30 -pound boulder 
through the window of a McDonald's 
and he, and roomie Mr. Saito had a 
field day destroying several members 
of a police force when they came to 
visit. . . Is current serving out a 
two-year term for assault and battery 
in a Wisconsin prison and is due for 
release in December. . . While in 
prison, Titan Sports kept sending a 
check to his family so he will work 
for them once he's released. 

Patera was a great performer who slowed 
down greatly toward the end. . . It 
was a combination of years of abuse 
from both heavy lifting and heavy 
bumps, plus outside forces. . . He 
had declined to, at best, a fair 
performer. . .His interviews sounded 
good nn paper, in that he made sense, 
however he never mastered the art of 
delivery. . . Although he'll be pushed 
in 1987 , his days as a top-rated 
star are apparently over. . . Was 
considered to have worked the best 
matches against Bob Backlund of any 
challenger during the latter's six- 
year reign atop the WWF. 

AL PEREZ (6-1, 230) 

Real name - Alan Perez 

Age - 26 

Years pro - 5 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida 

Promotional affiliation - South Africa 

Other ring names - None 

A former star amateur wrestler in 
Florida. . . Good looking with a 
nice physique and his performance 
is fine, but lacks charisma and fire. . . 
Has spent the majority of his career 
working for either smaller groups or 
working in the Carribean, the South 
Pacific and most recently South 
Africa. . . Held the Mid South tag 
title in 1985 with partner Wendell 
Cooley, eventually dropping the straps 
to Eddie Gilbert 4 The Nightmare. . . 

Also held the Puerto Rican version 
of the World tag title with partner 
Joe Savoldi. 

Perez is actually better than-average 
when it comes to athletic ability, 
but seems to be holding himself back. 

. . . His lack of fire both in the 
ring and on interviews may be the 
only thing keeping him from being a 
major star. . . Still young and with 
potential, but needs to bring it out. 
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RODDY PIPER PUMMELS A 

’’ROWDY" RODDY PIPER (6-l£, 230) 

Real name - Roderick George Toombs 
Age - 35 Oovf* Wilts)') 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Winnipeg, Manitoba (now 
lives in Hillsborough, Oregon) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - The Canadian 

One of the greatest wrestling heels 
of all-time and the second highest 
paid wrestler of the past two 
years. . . Billed from Scotland. . . 
Piper actually comes from a Gaelic 
heritage but grew up in Canada. . . 
Played the bagpipes as part of a 
marching band while a child in 
Canada and when he got his first 
break, in I 975 in Los Angeles as 
a heel, he used to play the bagpipes 
before his matches. . . Famous for 
his rapid-fire unconcious stream of 
words interviews which are often 
hilarious and often don't make any 
sense. . . A former golden gloves 
boxer. . . Broke in as a TV loser 
in the AWA in 1972. . . Was the 
leading drawing card in both 
Southern California and the Pacific 
Northwest circuit from 1975-80. . . 

Was a babyface in Oregon and 
tremendously popular for a few 
years. . . Biggest career break 
came while working for Jim Crockett 
in 1980 where he was pushed into a 
lead heel role. . . Back in the 
late 1970s, Vince McMahon, Sr. 
hearing of his drawing prowess in 
Oregon, brought him out to a taping, 
but took one look at him and sent 
him back. . . Remained a top lwvel 
draw as an obnoxious heel for 
nearly two years. . . Turned baby- 
face in the summer of 1982 after 
being stabbed by an irate fan in 
Raleigh, N.C. . . Got over big in 


BLOODY HULK HOGAN 

that role as well. . . Feuded with 

both Ric Flair and Greg V a lentine 
over the U.S. title, which he held 
on numerous occasions. . . It is 
commonly thought in mat circles that 
Valentine injured Piper in a 1983 
match which caused Piper to lose 
hearing in one ear. .-Actually the 
injury was just an excuse for Piper 
.to tour Japan. . . Without interviews, 
Piper was unable to get over at all 
in Japan. , . Gained national pro¬ 
minence 1981-82 serving as the heel 
commentator on WTBS' World Champion¬ 
ship Wrestling show and as a main 
event.heel in Atlanta. . . W a s a huge 
draw in Atlanta, but wound up fired 
at the peak of his popularity due to 
outside the ring problems. . . 
Developed a reputation for having 
no-show problems as he gained star 
status, once missing an important 
match with Ric Flair because he was 
held in the San Juan airport. . . 

Has had several outside ring brushes 
with the law. . . Went to the WWF 
in January 1984 and was named Heel 
of the year both in 1984 and 1985 . . , 
Was every bit as important as Hulk 
Hogan and Mr. T in selling Wrestlemar,! 
I to the U.S. public. . . Was a 
consistent main eventer in the WWF, 
working against mainly Hulk Hogan, 
Jimmy Snuka, Tonga Kid, Rocky Johnsor 
and later Paul Orndorff and never 
doing jobs. . . At the height of his 
heeldom in 1985 , took seven weeks of: 
from the ring to re-negotiate with 
Titan. . . Reportedly earned in excpsr 
of $15,000 weekly while on top in 
the . WWF. . . Had a lead role in the 
movie "Bodyslam'' which is scheduled 
for release in late 1986. . . Had 
a boxing match with Mr. T at 
Wrestlemania II, a match which turned 
into one of the poorest excuses for a 
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main event in history. ... Piper left 
to film the movie, but while gone 
apparently decided not to work full- 
uime in wrestling anymore. . . 

At this] point, Piper's status in the 
business is still a question mark, 
although he apparently will work a 
few major cards here and there. . . 
Rated Nb. 9 in the world in 1982, 

N 0 . 18 in 1983 and No. 34 in 1984. . . 
Piper works an intense match, but 
his matches generally last less than 
7i00 and he really doesn't do much 
more than brawl. . . Many feel his 
ring work is highly overrated and 
folks like him because of his fast 
tongue. | 

When Piper was working for Crockett, 
he was a strong performer and a very 
hard worker. ... Even though many 
ranked 'pim highly, his genuine 
wrestling skills were only adequate 
and he was nothing special as an 
athlete, . . His main strength was 
an extremely fast pair of hands 
stemming from his boxing days and 
great intensity in the ring. . . 

Cot great heat from the persona 
he developed on interviews. . . 

Was either loved or hated, but 
is one of the four top drawing 
cards in the business. . . Named 
best wrestler on interviews 1981- 
83 . . . Burn-out set in on his 
interviews while in the WWF, and 
he became very childish mainly doing 
racial and ethnic bits. However, 
because of his charisma and delivery 
he still got heat even doing the 
poorest of interviews. Generally 
the interviews were excellent, 
however! 


"LEAPING” LANNY POFFO (6-0, 232) 
Real nariie - Lanny Poffo 


Age - 32 
Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Downers Grove, Illinois 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 


Sports 

Other ring names - Lanny Holliday, 
Leaping Lanny 


Son of former wrestler Angelo 
Poffo arid half-brother of current 
WWF headliner Randy Savage. . . 

A former gymnast. . . Formed 
a father-and-son team with Angelo 
’or several years. . . Also worked 
a brother cmmbination with Savage, 
both when Savage worked under his 
ring name and earlier as the Poffo 
brother^. . . Good movement and 
good agility, but seemingly doesn't 
know hovf to work a great match. . . 
Can work well with an opponent who 
can lead him. . . Has never been 
a major jsuperstar because of his 
rather dffeminate characteristics 
and movements in the ring. . . 
Currently works middle of the card 
for the WWF. 

Poffo's biggest problem is he 
doesn't come off as being tough, 
although he has good moves... . 
Known npw for reciting poetry 
in the ring, . . Interviews are 
adequate:. . . A good enough worker 
with somleone who can lead him, but 
doesn't Understand ring psychology 



enough to work a good match by 
himself. 


TOM PRICHARD (5-8£, 200) 

Real name - Tom Prichard 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Houston, Texas (now lives 
in Gulf Breeze, Florida) 
Promotional affiliation - Continental 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Dr. Tom Prichard 

A former karate instructor who grew 
19 doing odd jobs for Houston mat 
promoter Paul Boesch. . . Started 
out as a babyface in Texas. . . Has 
mainly worked throughout the Southern 
circuits as a prelim wrestler. . . 
Understands the business, but seems 
to be lacking one ingridient besides 
size in getting to the top. . . Spent 
most of his career as a babyface but 
has been a heel the past year or so. 

. . . Currently works as manager Dr. 
Tom Prichard in the Alabama area. 

Prichard is a better-than-average 
worker wha> is limited, particuarly 
as a heel, by size. . . Knows how to 
do an interview and what to say, 
but sometimes h 6 's hard to take 
seriously in that regard. . . Gives 
good heel interviews. . . 


IVAN PUTSKI (5-6, 205) 

Real name - Joe. Bednarski 
Age - 45 

Years pro - 16 

Hometown - San Antonio, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - Texas 
All-Star Wrestling 
Other ring names - faravhi reimrs/5 


Among the poorest performers ever 
to work as a headliner for so long. 

. . . A veteran weightlifter discovered 

and trained by Joe Blanchard in San 
Antonio. . . Copied another non-talented 
babyface who got over big in the 1960 s 
called the Mighty Igor (Dick Garza), 
a powerlifter who used the naive Polish 
immigrant gimmick. . . Putski started 
out in Louisiana in 1971 and was an 
immediate success. . . He weighed 
probably in excess of 250 pounds 
as a short, stocky powerlifter who 
could bench press more than 500 pounds. 

. . . Later trimmed down and won 
several bodybuilding contests and 
even cracked the top 15 at the Mr. 
America contest while he was past 40 
years of age. . . Father of Scott 
Bednarski, who plays running back for 
the University of Texas Longhorns. . . 
Putski himself played running back 
in Canadian football and was invited 
one year to the Detroit Lions camp. . . 
Has been over as a top-flight babyface 
for most of his career because of his 
power. . . However, in the steroid 
era, there were many younger and 
stronger men who burst upon the scene, 
and having a muscular physique alone * 
no longer could get a guy over, par- . 
ticularly one as short at Putski. . . 


Was phased out and finally let go by 
the WWF in 1985 after being one of 
its biggest stars in the pre-expansion 
era. . . Even held the WWF tag team 


title with partner Tito Santana 
1981. . .Now is relegated to wor 
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for Texas All-Star wrestling. . . 
Probably on hfi.s last legs in the 

business. 

Seme people think that it's amazing 
that somebody could be in the business 
as long as Putski without learning 
how to wrestle. . . Simply, Putski 
is and has always been atrocious. . . 
The power style used to get him by 
before the huge powerhouses got 
into the sport. . . Basically did 
the Polish gimmick on interviews. 

• • . Was a main—line star for 
several years, however. 

"HANDSOME” HARLEY RACE (6-0£, 235) 

Real name - Harley Race 
Age - 43 

Years pro - 27 

Hometown - Moberly, Missouri (now 
lives in Leawood, Kansas) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Nome 

One of the all-time legends in 
the business. . . Held the NWA 
World title a record eight times 
between 1973 and 1984. . . a high 
school dropout who first got into 
the business doing odd jobs for 
Kansas City promoter Gust Karras. 

. . . Used to drive the wrestlers 
from town-to-town while still a 
teenager. , . Used to bathe Happy 
Humphrey, an 800 pound wrestler', 
with a garden hose. . . Finally 
turned pro in i 960 just before 
his 17 th birthday. . . Had a 
severe auto wreck in his first 
year which broke his ankle and 
many thought would end any chance 
he had of being a top name. . . 

Returned to become one of the 
all-time greats. . . As "Handsome" 
Harley Race, became one of the great 
workers around before the age of 
25* . . Held the AWA tag team 
title with partner Larry Hennig 
three times and once with Chris 
Markoff. . . First captured the 
title on January 30 , 1965 —at the 
age of 21—winning from Dick the 
Bruieer and The Crusher. . . Held 
it on-and-off through late 1967 
when he left the AWA. . . Worked 
the Central States area, with 
bleached blond locks, as the 
leading heel for the next several 
years. . . Has switched from 
babyface to heel so many times 
that his personality isn't strong 
in either direction. . . First won 
the NWA World title on May 24, 1973 
fmam Dory Funk, Jr.—almost in the 
role of a "shooter" as it was a 
temporary assignment. . . Dropped 
the crown to Jack Brisco on July 
20, 1973 in Houston. . . Later 
regained the strap from Terry Funk 
on February 6, 1977. . . Although 
he lost and regained the strap 
several more times, except for one 
week changes to Giant Baba (twice), 
Dusty Rhodes and Tommy Rich, he 
kept control until June 21, I 98 I 
when he finally dropped it to Rhodes 
for good. . . Regained the title 
from Ric Flair on June 10, I 983 
and held it until Novembor 24, I 983 
when Plair regained it in a cage 


match in.Greensboro before a-then 
record live-and-closed-circuit combined 
gate of $650,000. . . Had one last 
fling with the belt that isn't recorded 
in the history books, winning it from 
Flair on March 21, 1984 in Wellington, 
New Zealand and dropping it back on 
March 23, 1984 in Kallang, Singapore. . 
In his youth, Race was well-known for 
getting into fights and being one of 
the toughest men in the profession, . . 
Also promoted wrestling in the Central 
States area for several years before 
a falling out with Bob Geigel and money 
problems led to his joining the WWF 
in May, 1986. . . Has made 32 tours 
of Japan and held every major title 
in the Orient as well. . , Been rated 
amongst the top in the profession 
for the past two decades. 

Race is still a tremendous worker, but 
he simply isn't the type of performer 
in style today. . . For one, although 
his moves are on target, he moves very 
slow in the ring. ... He also is the 
type of wrestler who needs long, intense 
matches to be most effective and today's 
style calls, for shorter, fast-paced, 
high-speed bou^s, , . Also, Race looks 
old and fat and today's fans want to 
see youthful steroid-bodies. . . Race 
was often criticized when, as champ 
in the early 1970s, his weight neared 
the 270 pound mark and he was way 
out of.shape. . . Effective on 
interviews and easy to respect, but 
would probably be incapable of being 
a drawing card as he's basically neither 
a strong heel nor babyface. . . WWF 
seems the worst place for him to go 
because the emphasis is even stronger 
on youth and physique at the expense 
of genuine ability. . . However*, WWF 
is the best place for money. . , Race 
may.be the type who stays in the 
business for several more years, 
until his drawing power is extinct. 

. . . Popularized moves like the 
vertical suplex, kneedrops and divir^e 
head-butts while champion in the 1970s, 

. . . Known for his ability to make 
foes look good, a great quality for 
a champion... . Still, many are critical 
of his holding the title for so many 
years when color became important. 



HARLEY RACE 



"HACKSAW BUTCH REED (5-ll£, 245) 

Real nafjie - Bruce Reed 
Age - 3? (born 7/11/54) 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Kansas City, Missouri 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Bruce Reed, 

Bruce Clay 

Began wrestling in 19?8 after 
playing college football at 
Central Missouri State college 
as a linebacker. . . Attended 
camp for the Kansas City Chiefs 
but was cut after an ankle injury. 

. . . Can bench press 485 pounds. 

. . . Has bad knees which originated 
in his football days but have 
worsened by the nightly pounding 
in the ring... . Was a tremendously 
agile muscular specimen but still 
never got a major push and worked 
only the smaller circuits until 
1981. . . Was used as a mid-level 
guy in Atlanta, then in aarly 1982 
went to Florida and was given the 
Butch Reed name. . . Became an 
immediate superstar feuding with 
the likes of Dory Funk, David Von 
Erich and Ric Flair. . . Gained 
tremendous popularity there and 
was sent to Georgia—some say 
because Florida booker Dusty Rhodes 
was jealous that the blacks were 
cheering for someone else. . , 

Was pushed hard in Atlanta as a 
future World champion, but left 
for Mid South in 1983 . . • Except 
for a brief and disastrous tour of 
the AWA in 1985 , worked almost 
exclusively for Mid South for 
nearly three years. , . Turned 
heel almost immediately in Mid 
South and was excellent in the role, 
feuding with Junkyard Dog, Jim 
Duggan and Terry Taylor., . . Held 
the North American title twice 
during the period, first winning 
from Junkyard Dog and later winni;ng 
it from The Nightmare (Randy Culley). 

. . . Held the tag team title as 
well and frequently challenged Ric 
Flair after turning babyface. . . 
Never got over to a great extent 
as a babyface, particuarly after 
following the departed Junkyard Dog. 

. . . Career took a downturn since 
early 1985* • • He had a tour of 
zhe AWA as a heel which was a 
disaster, confirming the "word" 
that a black wrestler should never 
work for Verne Gagne. . . Left that 
as soon as possible and returned to 
Mid South and did well, however his 
knee problems resulted in a loss of 
speed. . . Personal problems resulted 
in his work rate falling off and left 
the business for a short time in 
early 1986. . . Resurfaced in Kansas 
City, but someone who was one of the 
major superstars of the business, 
working Kansas City is hardly a 
good move, but it was a necessary 
one. . . With his career and reputatii 
at a standstill, signed to go into 
the WWF during the summer of 1986 . 

Reed was rated one of the top workers 
in the world, as evidenced by his 


No. 7 rating in 1984 and top 20 marks 
the year before and after. . . His 
work fell off greatly over the past 
6-8 months and it will be interesting 
to see how he does in the WWF. . . 

Never mastered the art of doihg good 
babyface interviews. . . By nature, 
is a quiet type, but can be quite 
arrogant in the ring. . . Demonstrating 
cockiness as a babyface has been hard 
for him, or he gets too cocky at times. 

. . . Doesn't do the jive interviews 
many blacks are almost required to do. 

. . . Certainly if he comes close to 
regaining his old form he'll be the 
finest black wrestler in the business. 

. . . However no promotion, besides 
Mid South, has shown a willingness 
promote a black wrestler to the top 
and keep him there. . . Probably the 
best athlete of all the power pressers 
in the business. 

STEVE REGAL (6-0, 195) 

Real name - Steve Regal 
Age - 31 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Indianapolis, Indiana 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - None 

Nicknamed "Mr- Electricity." . . . 
Son-in-law of former wrestler Wilbur 
Snyder, a big star of the late 1950s 
through early 1970s. . . Fairly talented 
but lacks size. . . Held the AWA tag 
team title with Jimmy Garvin from 
September 29, 1985 when they beat: The 
Road Warriors in Minneapolis until 
early 1986 when they fell to Scott 
Hall and Curt Hennig. . . Spent much 
of his career teamed with Spike Huber 
holding -tifee Indiana version of the 
World tag title as "The Young Lions" 

. . . Just a mid-level name. 

Regal is an adequate performer who 
is adequate on interviews as well. . . 
Just a middle-to-low card grappler. 

BRAD RHSINGANS (5-9. 235) 

Real name - Brad Rheingans 
Age - 33 1 ^)\3)52) 

Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Appleton, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

Although he may not look the part, 
Rheingans may very well be the toughest 
man on today's pro wrestling scene. . . 
Totally lacking in color, however and 
not a major name. . . Three-time NCAA 
Division II, National champion at North 
Dakota State where he was a teammate 
of Bob Backlund's 1971-73 at 175 
pounds. . . Continued in amateur 
wrestling and was a four-time AAU 
national champion in Greco-Roman 
wrestling at 220.5 pounds. . . Missed 
by one match in 1976 of being the first 
American ever to win an Olympic medal 
in Greco-Roman wrestling, placing 
fourth. . . Became the first U.S. World 
Cup champion in Greco-Roman wrestling 
in 1979, making him the favorite for the 
gold medal in the 1980 Olympics... . 
After the Olympics were boycotted in 
I 98 O, Rheingans turned pro and was 
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pushed immediately. . . Rheingans 
had several other brushes with pro 
.wrestling before turning pro. . . 

His coach on the 1976 Olympic team 
was Khosrow Vasiri (Iron Sheik) 
and even back in high school, he 
was a high school teammate of Buck 
Zum Hofe. . . Turned pro in 1981 
and was pushed into a feud with 
Jerry Blackwell where he amazed fans 
with his strength and ability to 
suplex the near-400 pounder. . . 

Tied for 1981 pro wrestling rookie 
of the year. . . Was pushed hard 
for the next year, but his lack of 
charisma was so pronounced that it 
was an impossible task getting him 
over. . . Also suffered major knee 
and ankle injuries. . . Although 
he still works as a prelim wrestler, 
his main function is as a trainer 
for wrestling hopefuls, or as some 
say, as a shooter when things get 
out-of-line or some football player 
in camp thinks he's tough. 

Rheingans did the pro moves just 
fine, but never improved from his 
rookie year. . . Mentally never 
adapted to the sport. . .His 
lack of size held him back despite 
his legit ability. . . Coached the 
1984 U.S. Olympic Greco-Roman team 
which was the most successful in 
the country's history. . . Never 
got over on interviews as well. . . 
Seemed more confident talking 
about amateur wrestling and still, 
at heart is an amateur wrestler. . . 
Basically is just a prelim worker 
and shooter. 

TOMMY "WILDFIRE” RICH (6-0, 230) 

Real name - Thomas Richardson 
Age - 30 (born 7 / 26 / 56 ) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Hendersonville, Tennessee 
(now lives in Pensacola, PI o rida) 
Promotional affiliation - luc^tv- x 

S p t fh ‘ . .... 

Other ring names - Mr. P 

One of the hottest wrestlers in the 
country just five short years ago 
who faded out of sight in record 
time. . . Started in Memphis at 
the age of 18 and before too many 
years were qp, his youthful good 
looks and appeal to women got him 
a push. . . Biggest career break 
came when he was brought to Atlanta 
in 1978 as a teeny-bopper hearthrob. 

. . . Was mainly put in middle-of- 
the-card tag matches with good, or 
at least experienced workers to 
cover up his own deficiencies. . . 
Held the Georgia tag team title 
with several partners like Rick 
Martel, W a hoo McDaniel, The Crusher, 
Ole Anderson and others. . . Left 
Atlanta at his peak of popularity 
in 1980 , but returned in I 98 I. . . 

Won the NWA World title from Harley 
Race on April 27, 1981 in Augusta, 
Georgia and lost it back on May 1 , 
1981 in Gainesville, Georgia. . . 
Remained in Atlanta for the next 
several years as the leading babyface 
on WTBS. . . Was named Most popular 
wrestler in the country in 1981 . . . 


However Rich fell victim to the same 
problems which greet many people in 
all fields of sports and entertainment 
who reach the top at a young age and 
remarkably. fast. . . He developed a 
bad rep which kept the top promoters 
from using him. . . The word "fallen 
star" was written all over him. . . 

The hearthrob who weighed 200 pounds 
at his peak, packed 35 excess pounds 
on his frame and slowed down considerably, 
. . . About the only thing Rich could 
do well in the ring was bleed, and this 
he did do a great degree nightly. . . 

This is another reason for his fall 
from fame. The same little girls who 
liked him, grew tired of seeing him 
covered in blood. They also grew up, 
and the generation two years later went 
for cuter guys with less scar tissue 
and minus the excess weight. . . By 
1983. Rich's drawing power was nil. . . 
They still tried to use him for another 
year in Atlanta, but finally they wised 
up. . . Jim Crockett gave him a shot, 
but he showed up in such poor condition 
that he blew the chance. . . Now works 
for a small promotion in Alabama and 
is completely out of the national 
spotlight. . . Rich's story is one that 
all of today's young wrestlers should 
remember. 

Rich was never a great worker, but he 
was decent enough that he could be 
carried by his generally more experienced 
foes. . . With the weight problem, even 
that became difficult. . . At least had 
good charisma and speed in his youth, 
but the weight made him very slow 
and virtually destroyed his stamina. . . 
The shy country boy on interviews 
no longer was effective on the stick 
with the excess weight. . . If the NWA 
title ever regains its prestige as the 
No. 1 belt in the business, and people 
look down at its history, the strangest 
name of the 70 or so who held the thing 
will be the third youngest champ of 
all-time, who fizzled like his nickname 
"Wildfire" would after the fireman come 
out. 

DUSTY RHODES (6-1, 300) 

Real name - Virgil Riley Runnels, Jr. 

Age - Hi (born 10//2/^5) 

Years pro - 20 

Hometown - Austin, Texas (now lives in 
Charlotte, North Carolina) 

Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - Midnight Rider, 

Uvalde Slim 

Probably one of the five or six most 

popular wrestlers in the sport's history. 

. . . Former football and baseball 
player at West Texas State University. .. 
Broke into wrestling in 1967 after a 
short stint in.the Continental Football 
League. . , Quickly formed a tag team 
with Dick Murdoch and the two, nicknamed 
"The Texas Outlaws" became regional and 
World tag team champs in several circuits, 

. . . Rhodes was one of the leading 
heels in the sport for several years 
in the early 1970s before doing an 
about-face, becoming a babyface in 
Florida in 1974 and becoming the 
hottest attraction in wrestling for 




DUSTY RHODES 


the remainder of the decade. . . Got 
over by acting as a comedian in 
the riipg and his jive interviews. . . 
Although he wasn't a strong worker, 
he was an entertaining one and gave 
the audience a good show. . . Held 
the NwA World title on two occasions, 
from.Adgust 21 - 26 , 1979 when he 
won it|from Harley Race in Tampa 
and lost it back in Orlando, and 
won it again from Race on June 21 , 
1981 in Atlanta, losing it to Ric 
lair qn September 17, 1981 in Kansas 
■t'lty. , . Rhodes has mainly based 
his wrestling out of Tampa, with 
regularr appearences at the big shows 
in cities like New Orleans and 
Atlanta] plus occasional tours of 
the WWFj. . . Rhodes finally left 
Florida, for good in mid-1984; and 
took oyer as booker for Jim Crockett 
Promotions. . . For the most part, 
Rhodes is credited with doing an 
excellent job in making the 
promotion No. 2 in the country. . . 
Many criticize him for the way 
he handles himself, however as 
he does more work putting himself 
m a favorable light and tries to 
change the colors of anyone (Ric 
^Lair) with a chance of surpassing 
him as No. 1 babyface. . . In fact, 
many believe Rhodes would be even 
more effective if he no longer 
wrestled regularly. 

Rhodes' work inside the ring is 
basically awful. . . While never 
a model [of conditioning, Rhodes' 
weight is completely out of 
control.[ . , He has no movement 
nor stamina, and can't do any 
moves, dither. . . Even worse, 
he constantly puts himself in with 
the best workers like Ric Flair, 

Tully Blanchard and Bobby Eaton, 
thus spoiling their chances for 
having excellent matches. . . Dusty 
knows what to do to have good matches 
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able to carry it out. . . Although 
Rhodes remains very popular, although 
he is not nearly as popular as one 
who has been pushed so long and so 
hard should be, he no longer is a major 
drawing card. . . His interviews are 
still solid, and he has a great 
wrestling mind... . Unfortunately, he 
has a terrible wrestling body. . . 
Easily one of the 20 worst active 
competitors. 

ROAD WARRIOR ANIMAL ( 6 - 1 |, 285 ) 

Real name - Joe Laurinidas 
Age - 2 ^ (born I/ 26 / 6 Q) 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Golden Valley, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - The Road Warrior, 

Joe Lauren 

One of the strongest men ever to grace 
the pro wrestling world. . . Bench 
presses in excess of 550 pounds. . . 
Played college football at Morehead 
State University as a defensive tackle 
. . - Massively muscular. . . Trained 
by Eddie Sharkey, alongside many of 
today's big names such as Road Warrior 
Hawk, Khrusher Khrushchev, Nikita 
Kolof x and Rick Rude. . , Turned pro 
in late November, 1982 using the ring 
name of The Road Warrior, a powerful 
singles competitor. . . Unfortunately, 
that's all he was, powerful and after 
three pro matches, he was sent away 
from Atlanta. . . Got some work as a 
TV jobber for Jim Crockett before so ; t, 
back to the drawing board. . . Oririnai 
Sharkey contacted Ole Anderson about 
making Laurinidas and Rude a masked ta 
team and feuding them with Barry D^rs, 
(Khrushchev) and Hawk. . . Anderson, 
needing a tag team on a moments notier 
after Matt Borne got into legal trout 1 , 
put Animal together with Hawk as The 
Road Warriors, with punk rock hairdos 
and leather jackets in June, 1983 and 
immediately made them National T a g Team 
Champions. . . Almost instantaneously 
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ANIMAL AND HAWK WITH PAUL ELLERIN3 


became a superstar as a result of 
their fast and powerful wins on 
WTBS. . . Actually, even though 
within v?eeks many fans believed 
them to be the best tag team 
around, much of their original 
appeal came from simply their 
physiques and the fact they 
were put in the ring with very 
light wrestlers to emphasize their 
size. . . Probably will wind up 
as the hottest drawimg tag team 
act of all-time. . . Named tag 


team of the year in 1984, after 
placing second as a rookie in 1983 
and third in 1985* ••• Actually 
improved tremendously in the ring 
in 1985 * • • Animal’s greatest strength 
is his strength, which he displays 
in the ring better than any wrestler 
in the sport's history. . . Also is 
very aggressive and a hard worker. . . 

Weakness is a lack of stamina and the 
fact that he doesn't "sell'' much in 
the ring, giving his bouts a one-sided 
look. . . The Warriors are in the class 





with Ric Flair and Roddy Piper as 
the top drawing cards in the business, 
trailing only Hulk Hogan. 

Animal himself moves very well for 
one so large and thick. . . They 
display little in the way of actual 
wrestling moves but get by being 
being aggressive brawlers. . . 
Interviews are mainly shouting, but 
with their physical presence, it 
doesn't take much to get by. . . 

Wears war paint in the ring and 
has a haircut with just a center 
stripe down the middle. . . Basically 
an unknown quantity as a singles 
performer so it's hard to say just 
how severe his stamina problems would 
limit him on his own. . . Even in 
tags, the Roadies matches are 
generally short, and when long, 
heavy emphasis on stalling by the 
opponent. 

ROAD WARRIOR HAWK (6-3, 270) 

Real name - Michael Hegstrand 
Age - %°\ (born 9/12/57) 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Crusher Von Haig 

Another Eddie Sharkey trainee who 
began wrestling in late 1982 under 
the ring name Crusher Von Haig in 
Vancouver. . . Comes off very mean 
and threatening on interviews. . . 

Has perhaps the most intimidating 
presence of any wrestler in the 
business. . . Can bench press in 
excess of 500 pounds. . . When he 
started off with Animal in June, 

1983» became the hottest drawing 
newcomers the business had seen 
since Andre the Giant made his first 
tours of North America. . . Drew 
large houses on the road in most 
of the major circuits, although 
they have had problems sustaining 
their drawing power in both Georgia 
and the AWA. . . Still, were the 
hottest item in both groups as a 
draw, although many blame their 
lack of "selling" to the babyfaces 
created a climate where fans lost 
all confidence in their babyfaces, 
thus crowds plummeted in both 
groups over the long haul. . . 

Spent about one year on top in 
Atlanta before the virtual death 
of the promotion there, then went 
on to the AWA in the summer of 
1984. . . Held the regional tag 
title in Georgia several times, 
with losses coming at the hands 
of Buzz 8c Brett Sawyer, Masked 
Superstar & King Kong Bundy and 
finally dropping the belts for good 
in their last night in Georgia to 
Ron Garvin & Jerry Oates. . . 

Finally won the AWA belts from the 
Geritol Express (The Crusher & Baron 
Von Raschke) in August, 1984 in Las 
Vegas. . . Lost several non-title 
matches during the remainder of the 
year, but in 1985 apparently refused 
to do any more "jobs." . . . They 
did allow Jim Garvin & Steve Regal 
to win the AWA straps from them on 
September 29* 1985 in St. Paul aft^. 


which they left for Crockett's area. . . 
Had a feud with the Russians (Ivan & 
Nikita Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev) 
which went over very well. . . Actually 
the Warriors are one of the few genuine 
independent contractors in the business, 
but aside from appaarences in Japan and' 
Montreal, do almost all their wrestling 
for Crockett. . . Barring injuries, 
should continue to be the hottest tag 
team in the country for many more 
years, or at least until two younger, 
larger and more powerful studs come 
along. 

Hawk's menacing interviews and huge 
neck probably get him over better than 
Animal’s overall muscle bulk, . . in 
the ring, Hawk is more aggressive of 
the two and a better brawler, although 
Animal appears to be the better athlete. 

. . . Like Animal, is basically untested 
in singles. 

BUDDY "JACK" ROBERTS (5-9f, 210) 

Real name - Dale Hey 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 21 

HOm ^ C Teli (n °" lives 

Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - The Rebel, D a le 
Roberts, Dale Valentine 

Began wrestling in Quebec under the 
ring name Dale Roberts in 1966 while 
still a teenager. . . Got his first 
break in 1970 when paired with veteran 
Jerry Brown and the two became tag team 
champions in Quebec. , . Roberts and 
Brown went on tour from there, usually 
with manager Sir Oliver Humperdink (John 
Sutton) mainly in the South as "The 
Hollywood Blonds" an excellent working 
heel tag team. . , Known as "Pretty Boy" 
Buddy Roberts in those days. . . Brown' 
and Roberts were rated as one of the 
greatest tag teams of all-time, and 
later Roberts threesome with Michael 
Hayes and Terry Gordy surpassed their 
fame. . . After the two broke up, 
mainly because Brown's excess age made 
the Blonds gimmick look silly, Roberts 
was a journeyman heel for a few years. 
Wrestled for a while in Texas as Dale* 
Valentine, managed by the legendary 
wrestler Johnny Valentine, billed as 
Johnny's younger brother. . . a back 
injury to Michael Hayes while Hayes 
and Gordy were hot draws in the Mid 
South area as The Freebirds made it 
necessary for a third bird to be added, 
an<3 , that was Roberts. . . From 1980 
until the Birds actual break-up in 
the summer of 1981 , the Freebi'rds team 
was Roberts and Gordy with Hayes 
as manager. . , Roberts disappeared 
from sight in the summer of ' 8 l and 
didn't return until late '82 rejoining 
Hayes^ and Gordy (who feuded for a year 
in Ohio, Michigan, Georgia and Alabama) 
before getting back together. . . The 
three Freebirds then had many famous 
wars with the Von Erichs in Texas. . . 

As a single, Roberts isn't a main 
eventer. . . Basically is a wrestler 
who can get great heat as a bulldog¬ 
like comedic relief man in prelims. 

. . . Is excellent in the role of "The 
Fall Guy" for the Birds. 



Roberts has always been a pretty 
good worker. . . Because of his 
size and lack of prowess on 
interviews, wasn't able to make 
it on his own. . . Evwn though a 
good worker, the luckiest break of 
his life was joining up with Hayes 
as the Freebird trio. . . For a 
while there, it appeared age had 
caught up with him and his work 
declined, but his recent UWF work 
as a singles wrestler seems to be 
much improved. , . As a tag team 
or three man team, the Birds for the 
most part work excellent matches, . . 
Nicknamed "Jack" for his fondness 
for Jack Daniels Whiskey. 

JAKE "THE SNAKE" ROBERTS (6-5, 245) 
Feal name - Aurelian Smith, Jr. 

Age - 31 

Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Denton, Texas (now lives 

in Stone Mountain, Georgia) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 

Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Best known for bringing a snake into 
the ring and letting the snake run 
over his beatean foes. . . Son of 
former wrestler Jake "Grizzly" 

Smith who is now a road manager for 
Mid South Sports. . . Brother of 
pro wrestler S a m Houston. . . 

The master of a move called the DDT, 
where a man is grabbed in a front 
headlock and then dropped on his 
head. . . Started out as a babyface 
with moderate-to-good success 
in Western Canada, Mid South and 
Mid Atlantic. . . Turned heel as 
the evil satanic worshipping tag 
team partner of Kevin Sullivan 
in Florida. . , Career pretty well 
got stalls in Atlanta feuding with 
Ron Garvin for several years. . . 
Turned back to being a babyface 
in the summer off 1985 while in 
Hhe Mid South area. . . Turned into 
a very popular character good-guy 
in the Mid South before leaving 
in March, 1986 for the WWF. . . 

Was given the Snake gimmick in 
the WWF and made into a heel. . . 

Got over very well in the role 
and had a feud with Ricky Steamboat 
which resulted in some of the best 
bouts in the WWF in many years. 

.oberts is a solid worker, but 
by no means a great one. . . Unlike 
most in the WWF, however, he 
doesn't spoil the talents of the 
few super talents the group has. . . 
W a s actually, at best, a fair 
performer while in Georgia and 
Texas although was effective as 
a demonic-crazed heel. . . In Mid 
South, his work rate picked up. . . 
Very good on interviews. . . Needs 
a great opponent, however, to have 
a great match. 

PETE ROBERTS (6-1, 215) 

Real name - Peter Roberts 

Age - 44 

Years pro - 28 

Hometown - London, England 

Promotional affiliation - England 

Other ring names - None 


A star on the British scene for more 
than two decades. . . Has been a pro 
wrestler since 1959. . . Held many 
titles in England. . . Also frequently 
has toured Europe and Japan. . . Never 
appeared in North America. 

Roberts is a very good technical 
wrestler who can put on solid matches, 
in spite of his age and years in 
the ring. . . Skillful. . . Impressive 
on Japanese tours. . . Never established 
as a headline performer in Japan but 
a solid middle-of-the-card worker. 

BILLY ROBINSON (6-0, 230) 

Real name - Billy Robinson 
Age - 48 (born 9/18/37) 

Years pro - 29 

Hometown - Manchester, England (now 
lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota) 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - None 

One of the all-time greats in the 
profession and regarded with the 
exception of Karl Gotch, as the 
greatest wrestler ever to come out 
of Europe. . . Debuted as a pro in 
June, 1958. . . Known within the 
business as a tremendous shooter. ... 
First won the British title on 
November 16, 1964 and remained as 
the leading wrestler on the European 
continent for the remainder of the 
decade. . . The few Americans who 
toured England swore that in a legit 
match, there is no man alive who could 
beat him. . . Made his first interna¬ 
tional tour in April * 1968 to Japan 
where he excellent technique made him 
a major star for the next decade. . . 

Came to North America in 1970 through 
Stampede Wrestling, and made a big 
name for himself in 1971 when he went 
to the AWA. . . Was regarded for many 
years as the best grappler in the AWA 
and to some, the best in the world. . . 
Despite his lack of charisma, was kept 
on top in the AWA for many years as 
fans appreciated his genuine ability. . . 
A 1975 eye injury, which caused him 
to have a glass eye, was a tremendous 
setback to his career and he never 
regained top form. . . Was a solid 
grappler the remainder of the decade, 
and even held versions of the World title 
in Tennessee and won almost every title 
Japan has to offer. . . in recent 
years, however, a combination of age, 
lack of stamina and bad knees contributed 
to his downfall. . . Quit the AWA 
because they used him as a prelim 
grappler, although his stamina was 
such that was about all they could 
do with him. . . Is still active 
working small independent shows but 
for all real purposes, is out of 
the wrestling mainstream. 

Robinson's ability in his prime is 
without question, both as a pro 
wrestler and a shooter. . . In recent 
years, his stamina decline has made 
it so his matches were slow-paced 
and lacked action except for brief 
spurts where he showed the old form. . . 
Actually was decent and confident 
on interviews, but never really had 
charisma or major gate appeal. . . 

Was promoted to the top strictly on 
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ability. . . Career is pretty well 
over. 

"HUSTLER” RIF ROGERS (6-0, 215) 

Real name - 
Age - 31 
Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Lexington, Kentucky 
Promotional affiliati®n - Warrior 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

A journeyman pro with bleached 
blond hair. . . Mainly has worked 
the smaller circuits as a mid-card 
performer. . . Held many regaional 
titles but never a main eventer 
except with the independent ICW 
group in Kentucky. . . In his 
younger days won a few bodybuilding 
titles, but really doesn't have a 
physique at present which shows any 
indication of it. 

Rogers is an average worker. . . Not 
much in the way of moves, but gets 
good heat for a prelim wrestler. . . 
Decent on interviews but comes off 
as a poor-imitation of all the other 
bleached-blond pretty boy types. . . 
Just a name to fill out the cards 
or to be pushed whan an area needs 
talent. 

TOMMY ROGERS (5-8, 180) 

Real name - Thomas Rogers 
Age — 25 C hcj r/ i 5/! V/kf) 

Years pro - 6 

Hometown - St. Petersburg, Florida 

(now lives in Alexandria, Louisiana) 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Tommy Peters 

One-half of the tag team known as 
"The Fantastics" with Bobby Fulton. 

. . . Played defensive back at 
Southern Mississippi. . . Although 
it's widely believed he is the 
brother of Buzz and Brett Sawyer, 
in reality there is no relation 
although they were responsible for 
him getting into pro wrestling. . . 
Debuted after college summer break 
in 1981 doing TV jobs in Florida. . 

Was a very small, but muscular and 
fairly impressive TV jobber 
throughout the South until heading 
to Portland in 1982. . . Also 
worked in Memphis but his big break 
came in the summer of 1984 when 
Bill Watts put him together with 
Bobby Fulton as "The Fantastics." 

. . . Originally they were used as 
a summer replacement for the Rock'n' 
Roll Express, who were over big in 
the territory. . . Didn't get over 
that well originally. . . Made a 
bit hit in Dallas as a Rock'n'Roll 
team. . . The two weren't happy 
there, then were relegated to 
prelims in Mid South again and 
headed to Memphis. . . They worked 
as headliners in Memphis, but 
cauldn't draw flies and were 
resented by many as copies of 
"The Fabulous Ones." ... In 
recent months returned to Mid 
South, now UWF, as its tag team 
champions and are being pushed 
very hard. . . Had many extremely 
bloody matches with The Sheepher- 


ders. 

Rogers is a great athlete, excelling 
especially in dropkicks. . . His work 
in the ring is fast-paced and exciting. 

. . . His main drawback is his lack 

of size. . . Poor on interviews. . , 
Would need a gimmick of this type or 
would have been forever a jobber. . . 
Very good looking. . . Will need an 
injection of this "phony charisma" 
to retain any sort of status in the 
business despite his good working and 
physique, because of his size and 
lack of natural color. 

BOB ROOP (6-0, 260) 

Real name - Robert Roop 
Age - 44 
Years pro - 17 

Hometown - Blacksburg, Virginia (now 
lives in Tampa, Florida) 

Promotional affiliation - Championship 
Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - Maha Singh, Star 
Warrior 

A great amateur wrestler at Southern 
Illinois University. . . Was AAU 
national Greco-Roman champion as a 
heavyweight from 1966 - 69 . . . Also was 
an All-Army freestyle and Greco-Roman 
champion. . . Represented the U.S. as 
a heavyweight in Greco-Roman wrestling 
in the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City, 
placing sixth. . . Turned pro in late 
1969 and was pushed hard immediately 
because of his amateur background. . . 
Turned into a solid worker very quickly 
and by 1971 was being groomed to be a 
future World Champion. . . W a s billed 
in pro wrestling as having won a gold 
medal in the 1968 games, which of course 
wasn't true. . .For some reason, hiis 
pro career never lived up to its 
potential. . . Was a solid semifinal 
performer and frequent regional champ 
while campaigning mainly in the South 
for the early 1970s... . Developed a 
weight problem, hence a stamina problem, 
as his career went on. . . At one point 
was blacklisted out of the NWA for 
allegedly trying to steal the Northern 
California territory from Roy Shires. . , 
Even after his career was on the slide, 
he orchestrated and booked a 1978 feud 
with Kevin Sullivan in Northern Californi 
which set several attendance records. . , 
Spent 1979-81 working for the ICW, an 
independent group in the Kentucky area 
before being hired by Bill Watts. . . 
Hasn't been a major force these past 
few years and has retired several times. 

. . . Currently is the booker in Florida 
and his ring work is limited to being 
the manager of babyface Lex Luger. . . 

No longer wrestles. 

Early in his career, the powerful and 
well-conditioned Roop was considered 
among the best in the business. . . His 
status declines as hie weight increased. 

• . . By the end of his career, was 
so severely lacking stamina that he 
mainly got himself over with weird 
gimmicks. . . Very straightforward and 
direct on interviews, which made him 
strong.in the 70s. . . That style of 
interview is no longer in vogue, however 
with the endless hours of TV wrestling 
and shouting interviews, a guy like Roop 
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could rrobably get over in the long 
run well lor those type of interviews. 

"PLAYBOY" BUDDY ROSE (5-llJ, 255) 

Real name - Paul Perschmann 
Age - 36 CU 11/27/99) 

Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Paul Perschmann, 
Masked Executioner 

A former amateur Ice Hockey player. . . 
Nicknamed for years "The Pillsbury 
Dough Boy" because of his fat 
physique. . . Actually a good 
natural athlete who never worked 
out a day in his life. ... Went to 
the same wrestling camp as Ric Flair 
and Ken Patera in 1972, but quit 
due to the intense punishment. . . 
Survived the camp in 1973 . . . 

Was a major draw as a heel in the 
Northwest for most of the late-?Os 
through a few years ago. . . Worked 
a short stint in New York and got 
a good push the first time. . . 

A surprisingly good worker with 
good ring psychology. . . Held the 
Northwest title several times. . . 

Also held the Northern California 
version of the U.S. title. . . 

His second WWF tour wasn't nearly 
as successful, after quitting the 
Northwest group in 1984 . . . He 
was mainly relegated to doing TV 
jobs. L . Was in the opening match 
at the 1 first Wrestlemania on March 
31, 1985 wrestling as The Masked 
Executioner and losing to Tito 
Santana, . . Only got paid $700 
for that match and quit the WWF. 

. . . Faded in-and-out of the 
business several times since then. 

. . . Got a new lease-on-life in 
the AWA with his gimmick of claiming 
to weigh 217 pounds. . . Currently 
holds the AWA tag title with Doug 
Some rs i 
| 

In spite of his lack of a body, 

Rose was a very good worker. . . 

Kind of a show-off, however. . . 

His work declines due to problems 
outside the ring and too much 
excess baggage, but his combination 
with Somers is actually quite good. 

. . . Always strong on interviews. 

. . . Probably couldn't get over 
any longer as a singles star. . . 

Does very good bumps but stamina 
is low from being overweight. 

MIKE RQTPNDO (6-l£, 238) 

Real name - Lawrence Michael Rotunda 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 5 

Hometown - Buffalo, New York 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Former college football piayer and 
wrestler at Syracuse University. . . 
Trained by Dick Beyer, better known 
as The Destroyer, and made his mat 
debut in Europe in late 1981. . . 
Wrestled sovirSlfraonthe ~ in Europe 
before Beyer could a U.S. group 
to use his protege. . . Got his 
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U.S. start in 1982 for Jim Crockett 
and even was pushed to winning the 
Mid Atlantic TV title. . . Worked 
the next two years alternating between 
the Carolinas and Florida. . . Walked 
out on Crockett in 1984 for the WWF, 
where he and Barry Windham (who had 
frequently teamed in Florida and held 
a regional title there) formed a tag « 
team called the U.S. Express. . . The 
same duo in Florida was dubbed "The 
Young Lions". . . Held the WWF tag 
team title on two occasions, first * 

winning it from Adrian Adonis & Dick 
Murdoch in late 1984, losing it on 
March 31# 1985 at Wrestlemania to 
Iron Sheik & Nikolai Volkoff, regaining 
it a few months later from Sheik & 

Volkoff before ultimately dropping it 
to Greg Valentine & Brutus Beefcake in 
August, 1985 . • ■ Rotundo left the WWF 
a f«w months later, following Windham, 
and dropped out of sight for about six 
weeks. . . Toured Japan with Windham 
and was given a push, although his 
skills weren't very impressive by Japan 
standards. . . Was supposed to team with 
Windham for several AWA dates, but 
Windham didn't show up for them. . . 

Did team with Windham for a short 
stretch in Florida but was quickly 
back in the WWF with new partner Dan 
Spivey, billed as the American Express. 

Although a good athlete, Rotundo has 
never caught fire as a wrestler. . . Has 
been pushed, but his interviews are 
rather dull and his work, while average, 
is colorless. . . Basically has been 
fed with false charisma and is just 
another face in the crowd in WWF. . . 
Actually was a very good worker for 
a rookie in 1982 , but his progress 
has been virtually nil over the past *. 

four years. 

JACQUES ROUGEAU. JR. (6-2, 235) 

Real name - Jacques Rougeau, Jr. 

Age - 28 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Montreal, Quebec 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Jerry Roberts 

The best in the long line of Rougeau's, 
Canada's most famous wrestling family. 

. . . Uncle Johnny Rougeau and father 
Jacques, Sr. were the leading draws in 
Montreal throughout the 1950s and 60 s. 

. . . Older brother Raymond Rougeau 
debuted in 1973 while younger brother 
Philippe Rougeau (who has also worked 
under the name Armand Rougeau) also 
wrestled in Quebec and Tennessee in 
recent years. . . Debuted under the 
ring name Jerry Roberts in the Georgia 
area as a TV jobber. . . Immensely 
popular in Quebec. . . Left the local 
promotion fair the WWF in early 1986 
after talking local promoter Dino 
Bravo into letting him and brother 
Raymond out of their contract to work 
for a short spell with a group in the 
"Southern" U.S. . . . Instead wound 
up with the WWF working against Bravo » 
in Montreal. . . Has mainly worked 
foreign tours and Canadian shows and 
very little in the U.S. at present 
but that could change. 0 

Rougeau could very well have the 
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best dropkick in pro wrestling. . . 
Although his brother is at best, 
an average performer, Jacques can 
be an extremely good wrestler. . . 
Was probably the best worker in 
Quebec aside from Rick Martel. . . 

Is just another face in the crowd 
in the WWF. . . Interviews are so-so 
since he's primarily French speaking 
as a babyface. . . Very impressive 
and also surprisingly strong on 
interviews when working as a heel 
feuding with Terry Taylor in 
Tennessee in I 983 . 



KIC RUDE CHOKES BRUISER BRODY 



JESSE BARR (left) AND RIC RUDE WITH 
THE TAG TEAM BELTS IN FLORIDA 

work or get himself a tag team partner 
who can carry the load inside the ring 
to really get over. 


* RAVISHING" RIC RUDE (6-2J, 215) 

Real name - Rick Rood 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Robbinsdale, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Rick Rood 

Former nationally ranked arm 
wrestler trained by Eddie Sharkey 
for pro wrestling. . . Lithe and 
muscular and good looking, but 
a poor worker. . . Very arrogrant 
personality. . . Got a minor push 
in Georgia in 1983 before hitting 
it big as the ultra-conceited heel 
in Tennessee feuding with Jerry 
Lawler and Austin Idol. . . Worked 
Florida for a spell as well before 
heading to the Dallas area. . . 

Was the first recognized World 
champion by World Class Wrestling. 

Rude never has developed into a 
good worker. . . Completely lacks 
fluidity even though he has decent 
agility and good presence. . . 

Is good on interviews as a heel 
but not good enough to make an 
impression on a major circuit. . . 

His musculature is simply too 
ordinary to be put over on a major 
circuit since he lacks talent. . . 
Many are predicting big things from 
Rude, but he’ll need to learn to 


TONY SAINT CLAIR (6-1, 195) 

Real name - Tony St. Clair 

Age - 36 

Years pro - 19 

Hometown - England 

Promotional affiliation - England 

Other ring names - None 

Veteran performer from England who 
has been one of the major local 
names for many years. . . Has held 
the British version of the World title 
on more than one occasion... . Has 
toured Japan, but with little success. 

Saint Clair is solid enough on his 
moves, but the style of wrestling in 
England makes it difficult to adapt 
to Japan style. . . Has never worked 
U.S. . . .A good worker but too small 
to be pushed to the top. . . An unknown 
quantity on interviews. 

HIRO SAITO (5-7, 195) 

Real name - Hiroyuki Saito 
Age - 25 (born 5/2 5 / 6 1) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - ^cxKi 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

A member of the Calgary Hurricanes 
trio along with Shunji Takano and Super 
Strong Machine on the All Japan mat. . . 
Made pro debut at the age of 1? in the 
summer of 1978. . . Has spent virtually 
98 



Mfjetnrsc** 
cus. mump# 
■y ■ 


f s 



S \ 


HIRO SAITO TN ACTION 

late 1985 to join All Japan, 
but a legal fight developed 
which kept him from working 
full-time until April. . . 

Will probably win All Japan’s 
version of the jr. heavyweight 
title during the summer of 
1986. 

Saito is an excellent worker 
who specializes in great moves 
like german suplexes, dives 
through the ropes and drop 
kicks from the top ropes. . . 
Rated No. 46 in the world 
in 1985 and should be ranked 
higher this year. . . Is good 
friends with a famous punk 
rock group in Japan which 
accompany him to ringside 
during his important main 
event matches. . . A little 
weak in the stamina department 
although only in comparison to 
the Japanese superstars. . . 

Will probably have an excellent 
feud with both Kuniaki Kobayashi 
and Tiger Mask in 1986 and 
remain a top-level star for 
a while. 

MR. SAITO (5-H. 245) 


is entire career wrestling in 
ither Western Canada or Japan. . . 
-jne of the few Japanese wrestlers 
co bleach his hair blond, ind¬ 
icating veteran heel Umanosuke Ueda. 

. . After a long stint in Calgary, 
where he was billed as being from 
Malaysia and mainly worked as a 
jobber, he returned to Japan in 
late 1984 and made a good impression 
by shocking fans with his excellent 
bouts with The Cobra and Kantaro 
Hoshino . . Originally was a heel 
contender for the WWF jr. title, but 
eventually turned on manager Ichimasa 
Wakamatsu and feuded with the 
Strong Machines. . . Won the NWA 

World jr. title from The Cobra 
and later the WWF jr. title as 
well, before dropping both belts 
back later in the yesar of 1985- • * 
Uuit the New Japan promotion in 


Real name - Masanori Saito 
Age - 44 
Years pro - 22 

Hometown - ToUyo ., Japan (now 
lives in San Francisco, 
California) 

Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Masa Saito 

Probably the best shooter ever 
to come out of Japan. . . 
Represented Japan in freestyle wrestling 
in the 1964 Olympics as a heavyweight 
in Tokyo. . . Billed as a former silver 
medal winner, but actually he lost in 
the second round. . . Turned pro in 
1965 in the midst of a promotional 
war. . . Because the group he worked 
for was put out of business, he was 
forced to wrestle in the U.S. with 
Hiro Matsuda in 196? in Florida. . . 
Pushed hard there because of his 
genuine skills, but the remainder of 
his career has been for the most part 
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disappointing. . . Saito is considered 
by many experts as the most 
underrated wrestler in the history 
of the profession. . . In his travel 
around the U.S., was always 
portrayed as the salt-throwing 
karate-chopping Japanese heel. . . 

Was virtually never allowed to 
display his wrestling ability 
and athletic skill. . . Held tag 
team titles with many other Japanese 
grapplers such as Kinji Shibuya, 

Mr. Sato (who now wrestles as 
Kabuki) and Mr. Fuji (actually 
Hawaiian Harry Fujiwara). . . 

Held the WWF tag title with Fuji 
on two occasions, first winning 
it from Rick Martel & Tony Garaa, 
losing it to Jay & Jules Strongbow 
and regaining it from them, before 
losing it back. . . His performance 
on Japanese tours showed him to 
be one of the best in the world. . . 
Considered as one of the legit 
toughest men in the profession. . . 

Was working in the AWA in 1984 when 
he and Ken Patera got involved in 
a brawl with several police officers 
which resulted in his current jail 
sentence. . . Trained the No. 1 
box office star in Japan, Riki 
Choshu. . . Rated No. 15 in the 
world in 1984. 

Saito is a great athlete who has 
remained in top condition into 
his 40s. . . When he's allowed 
to go, he's among the best in 
the world. . . Even when held 
back is a solid grappler. . . 

Often has worked with a manager 
because he speaks broken English. 

. . . Nicknamed Mr. Torture. . . 

Is said to be training very hard 
for his comeback in 1987 . 

SEIJI SAKAGUCHI (6-4|, 260) 

Real name - Seiji Sakaguchi 
Age - 44 (born 2/27/42) 

Years pro - 20 

Hometown - Kurume, Fukuoka, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Mr. Sakaguchi, 

Big Saka 

Current Vice President of the 
New Japan Wrestling Association 
and booker as well. . . A silver 
medalist in the 1967 World judo 
championships, losing to Anton 
Geesink of the Netherlands who 
also later became a pro wrestler. 

. . . Instead of staying an amateur 
and waiting for the i 960 Olympics 
where he probably would have 
garnered a medal, he turned to 
pro wrestling and made his debut 
in August, 1968 in Amarillo, Tex. 
after being trained by The Funks. 

. . . Was immediately pushed hard 
upon his return from the states 
in the late 1960s, as Giant Baba's 
No. 2 babyface behind himself. . . 
Ironically wound up spending most 
of his career working for Antonio 
Inoki after leaving Baba, and was 
his No. 2 grappler for a decade 
until the emergence of Tatsumi 


Fujinarai. . . Has held virtually ever 
singles and tag team title while in 
Japan and has beaten countless U.S. 
superstars from Andr® the Giant on 
down. . . in the past few years has 
slowed down on his wrestling to 
concentrate on front office work, 
but the many recent defections from 
Inoki to Baba have forced him back 
into the ring on a semi-steady basis. 

. . . With Inoki lost the finals of 
the 1985 tag team tournament to Fujinami 
and Kengo Kimura. . .Held the North 
American tag team title with partner 
Riki Choshu in the late 1970s. 

Sakaguchi was a fairly good worker 
during his prime. . . Has slowed down 
quite a bit but is still fair, but 
one of the worst of the highly pushed 
Japanese wrestlers due to age. . . Very 
well conditioned big man, however. 

TITO SANTANA (6-2^, 225) 

Real name - Merced Solis 
Age - 32 ( (jell'*' Sy) 

Years pro - 10 
Hometown - Mission, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Merced Solis 

Played tight end at West Texas State 
University. . . During his senior 
year, the quarterback on the team was 
Tully Blanchard. . . Signed as a free 
agent with the Kansas City Chiefs in 
1974 but was cut. . . Played the 1975 
and 1976 seasons with the British 
Columbia Lions of the Canadian Football 
League. . . Went into pro wrestling 
in 1977 after being trained by The 
Funks. . . Used his real name for a 
while and got a mild push in West 
Texas. . . Got his first break in 
late 1979 when he went to the WWF 
and teamed with Ivan Putski to win 
the WWF tag team title. . . Wrestled 
his way around the rest of the country 
as a semifinal type babyface. . . 
Returned to the WWF in 1983 and almost 
immediately defeated Don Muraco to win 
the intercontinental title in January, 
1984. . . Lost the title to Greg 

Valentine but regained it in a cage 
match before dropping the strap to 
present kingpin Randy Savage. . . 

While with WWF picked up Tocula, Mexico 
as his phony home town and became the 
circuit's token hispanic star. . . 
Currently booking the WWF. . .His 
appeal in the WWF has worn thin after 
nearly three years in the same region. 

Santana is a good worker but certainly 
not rated among the best in the profe¬ 
ssion. . . Mediocre at best on 
interviews. . . Although he's one of 
the ten best workers in the WWF, it's 
sometimes a mystery why he's pushed as 
he lacks charisma. . . Much of his 
popularity comes from his good looks. 

BRUNO SAMMARTINO (5-9i. 235) 

Real name - Bruno Sammartino 
Age - 51 

Hometown - Abruzzi, Italy (now lives 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Years pro - 26 

Other ring names - Bruno Romano 
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A legendary pro wrestler who was 
the st. ngest man in the profession 
in the iarly 1960s. . . Very likely 
with thjr exception of Hulk Hogan, 
the most popular grappler of all- 
nme. . . Held the WWWF title since 
its incaption in 1963. for a total 
of more than 11 years. . . Broke in 
to wrestling in 1958 while working 
out as a powerlifter. , . Once bench 
pressed 565 pounds, an amazing total 
in the pre-steroid era. , . Military 
pressed 410 pounds over his head. . . 
First wen the WWWF title on May 
17, 1963 when he defeated Buddy Rogers 
in 47 seconds at Madison Square 
Garden. . . Retained the title 
until January 18, 1971 when he 
lost to Ivan Koloff at the Garden. . . 
Regained the strap on December 10, 

1973 at the Garden, and held it 
until April 30» 1977 when he lost 
to Superstar Billy Graham in 
Baltimore. . . Allegedly suffered 
a broken neck in a 1976 match against 
Stan Hansen. . . Draw many sellouts 
in Madison Square Garden . . . 
Continued to wrestle on a part-time 
basis until re-injuring the neck 
in a 1981 match against Hansen. , . 
Defeated Larry Zbysiko in a cage 
match on April 8, 1980 at Shea 
Stadium before a North American 
single-site record crowd of 35»771 
aid (36.295 total) whiich paid 
541,73d. • . After the injury 
to Hansen, took several months 
off before making one final tour 
and retiring after an October 9i 
1981 match in Tokyo. . . During 
his time off, filed suit against 
Titan Sports. . . His $28,800 
payoff for the cage match with 
Zbyszko was possibly the largest 
single-natch payoff in the sport's 
history. . . After his suit was 
settled out of court, he rejoined 
Titan in September, 1984 as a color 
commentator on the TV show and by 
late 19-5 had come out of retirement 
for several matches. . . Still 

wrestler a few bouts per month. 

. . . Originally claimed to come 
out of retirement just to help the 
career ;f son David, however long 
after D a vid left the WWF, Bruno 
was still wrestling. 

Sammartino was a superstar of 
is era who inspired a tremendous 
amount :>f emotion in his matches. 

. . . Since styles were so different 

the interesting thing is a short 
and stocky powerhouse like Sammartino 
wouldn't have had a chance to be a 
star nowadays. . . Basically was 
made into a star so the WWWF could 
draw Italian fans. . . Sammartino 
is very slow and can't tike bumps 
from all those injuries that have 
piled up. . . Is in great condition 

considering his age. . . In his 

prime, Sammartino was very powerful, 
but was hardly in the class of Lou 
Thesz as a wrestler nor could he 
compare with Harley Race or Terry 
Funk as a worker. . . One of the 
best baoyfaces in history on 
interviews, but again, that confident 

and calm interview style wouldn't 


get over today. . . Really had little 
left as far as being a super worker 
after the injury against Hansen. . . 
Still was always a tremendously hard 
worker who brought an air of legitimacy 
to the business. 

DAVID SAMMARTINO (5-9, 235) 

Real name - David Sammartino 
Age - 26 (born 9/26/59) 

Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Promotional affiliation - None 

Other ring names - Bruno Sammartino, Jr. 

Son of wrestler Bruno Sammartino who 
made his pro debut in late 1978. . . 

Has never been able to equal his 
father’s accomplishments, or for that 
matter, even come close. . . Father 
never wanted him to be a wrestler and 
did everything to dissuade him from 
following in his footsteps, such as 
start him off and small promotions 
but David stuck with it. . . Despite 
his famous name, was never able to 
work for the WWF in the Northeast (the 
only area which his father's name 
meant anything) because of his father's 
lawsuit against Titan Sports. . . 

Used the ring name Bruno Sammartino, 

Jr. in several Southern circuits but 
was never able to work himself out of 
the prelim level. . . Lacks in height, 
even though he's a legit powerhouse 
like his father, but between that and 
his lack of color and only average 
ability, has never been able to get 
a break. . . Was trained by Larry 
Zbyszko, who in wrestling circles in 
his long-time rival. . . Got some 
main events for Titan, only when 
teaming up with his father. . . 

Finally left Titan in late 1985 and 
turned up in the AWA, but lasted just 
a few weeks there before realizing 
the promises they gave him about 
pushing him for title matches were 
instead just ways for Verne Gagne to 
downplay his rival "living legend" 

Bruno by having his son lose. . . 

Sammartino even returned to the WWF, 
but at this point, it appears his 
career may be over. 

Sammartino is an average grappler 
who has been burdened in a sense 
by his family name. . . At the same 
time, he probably would have never 
been in the business as anything 
more than a prelim wrestler without 
the name, so it works both ways. . . 
Interviews are good for a babyface 
in the 1960s, but today's babyfaces 
have to be more hip. . . Unfortunately 
has patterned himself after his father, 
which would be fine if he was wrestling 
a generation ago, but things have 
changed. 

COCOA SAMOA (5-7. 200) 

Real name - 
Age - 32 
Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Honolulu, Hawaii 
Promotional affiliation - Big Time 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - Jack Snuka.^k, 0* 

Brother of famous wrestler Jimmy 
Snuka although their kinship has 
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destined to be a major Star in the 
business some day. 

RANDY "MACHO MAN" SAVAGE (6-/ , 2 26) 
Real name - Randy Poffo 
Age - 33 (born 11/15/52) 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Downers Grove, Illinois 
(now lives in New York, New York) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Randy Poffo 

One of the hottest acts in today's 
pro wrestling world. . . One of the 
strange stories of a guy which 
incredible talent, hanging around the 
business for a dozen years before 
finally getting a break and making 
the most of it. . . Brother of wrestler 
Lanny Poffo (actually half-brother of 
Poffo) and son of former wrestler Angelo 
Poffo. . . His wife, Elizabeth Poffo 
is his ringside second. . . Played a 
few years of minor league baseball in 
the St. Louis Cardinals organization 
and once hit .350 for a rookie league 
team in Sarasota, Fla,, which he now 
calls his home town on TV. . . Has 
frequently wrestled his brother in 


never been acknowledged in this 
country. . . Has mainly worked in 
prelims around the country since 
he's really too small to be pushed 
toward anything else. . . Mostly 
has worked the smaller circuits as 
well. 

Samoa, billed from Samoa, is a 
decent prelim wrestler but that’s 
about all. ... He's weak on the 
English language, so his interviews 
aren't up to par to allow him to 
be pushed. . . At the same time, 
he's simply too small and not all 
that spectacular as a worker. . . 

Held the Southern title in the 
Memphis area under the ring name 
Sabu the Wildman in late 1982. . . 

Pretty much limited from anything 
better unless he forms a tag team 
with his brother, but then he'd 
have to carry the team in the ring. 

WILD SAMOAN ,#3 (6-3^, 260) 

Real name - Samula Anoia 
Age - 23 
Years pro - 5 

Hometown - San Francisco, California -- 41J . 0 UJ . uullca .- XI1 

Promotional affiliation - International places where their kinship both was 
Wrestling and wasn't acknowledged. . . One of 

Other ring names - S a mmy the Samoan, the best athletes in the business and 
Wild Samoan Samu, Samoan ^3, considered by foes as a pleasure to 

Samula the Samoan, Wild Samoan, work with because his seemingly 

Sam Anoia, The Great Sarau, The Samoa® devastating moves are done so light 
Son of wrestler Afa the Samoan, surprisingly little 

whose real name is Afa Anoia, half 
of the Wild Samoans tag team which 
held the WWF tag team belts on 
three occasions. . . Grew up as the 
next door neighbor to the Tonga Kid. 

. . . Made pro debut in Texas in 
1982, while still a teenager as 
The Samoan. . . Next break came in 

1983 when his father broke his leg 
and he was called on to replace him 
in the WWF with uncle Sika Anoia. . . 

Very agile for a big man arid 
quickly turned into a good worker, 
but was never really pushed. , . 

Has already made four tours of 
Japan, an amazing number for someone 
so young. . .Since his leaving the 
WWF in late 1984, has floundered 
around the mat scene working 
mainly independents or in Quebec 
or Hawaii. . . A big favorite in 
Hawaii where he recently challenged 
Ric Flair and has also worked against 
Nick Bockwinkel. . . Although still 
young, hasn't improved much since 

1984 when it looked like he was 
destined for superstardom. . . 

With his good size and agility 
plus his strong work rate, could 
be pushed well. 

Anoia is a very good worker who 
.probably is nowhere near close 
to his potential. . . However 
he appears to have problems 
staying in promotions so he’ll 
have to get that straightened 
out. . . Actually is good on 
interviews, speaking perfect 
English, but has used the crazy 
illiterate Samoan gimmick that 
he's never, had to chance to 
demonstrate that fact. . . Even 
though he's made little improvements 
as of late, he's probably still 


punishment. . . Still has a reputation 
for being somewhat of a tough guy, 
despite him now being particularly 
large for a grappler. . . Weighed 
about 155 pounds when he made his oro 
debut in 1975 after getting out of* 
baseball. . , Was blacklisted out of 
pro wrestling for many years and even 
was at one point involved in a lawsuit 
against the pro wrestling establishment 
for the fact. . . Even at that time, was 
secretly acknowledged as being one of 
the finest workers in the business. . . 
Worked, while blacklisted, for his 
father's group called the ICW for many 
years, making virtually no money. . . 

Won the ICW World title on March, 13, 
1979 from brother Lanny Poffo and held 
onto it for several years before 
finally getting a break and going to 
work for Jarrett Promotions and drawing 
several big houses against Jerry Lawler. 

. . . Mainly worked near the top of 
the cards as both a babyface and a heel 
in the Tennessee area from late 19@3 
until mid- 1985 when he joined up with 
the WWF. . » Probably increased his 
weekly earnings five-to-ten fold by 
going with the WWF, up to in excess of 
$6,000 per week. . . Won the WWF 
Intercontinental title from Tito Santana 
on February 9, 1986 in Boston. . . 
Involved in an out-of-the-ring incident 
with wrestler Bill Dundee several years 
ago. . . As the story goes, Dundee and 
Savage had several near altercations, 
with Dundee being a very small but 
hotly pushed babyface for the Jarrett 
group and.Savage being the stud for 
the ooposition. . . An altercation 
between the two took place at one point 
with Dundee winding up with a broken 
jaw and criminal charges being filed 
back-and-forth. . . It's no coincidence 
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Steve Simpson. 


Basically an adequate performer 
who is short on size. . . 

Hasn’t been able to make 
a name for himself on a 
major U.S. circuit as of 
yet. 


BRETT WAYNE SAWYER (5-5. 195) 
Real name - Brett Wayne Sawyer 
Age - 26 {born 8/10/60) 

Years pro - 6 
Hometown - St. Petersburg, 
Florida 

Promotional affiliation - Mid 
South Sports 

Other ring names - Brett 
Wayne, Hacksaw Sawyer, 

Hack Sawyer 


RANDY SAVAGE AND WIFE/VALET ELIZABETH 


. . . Very inconsistent as a per¬ 

former. . . At his best, he is 
as gocd as anyone in wrestling 
but mere often than not, his 
matches are average or worse. . . 
Has the ability to carry almost 
the worst of foes. . . Rated No. 
18 in the world in 1984 and No. 

10 in 1985. 


Without a doubt Savage is one of 
the hottest acts on today's mat 
scene. . . Very charismatic. . . 
Although he speaks like a crazed 
lunatic, his interviews are 
effective. . . One of the best 
pure athletes in the business. 

. . . A tremendous worker whose 
only weakness is consistency. . . 
Probably will be turned babyface 
in 1987 and he a major favorite. 

1 d;:.;?ing-" joe sa voldx (5 -9. 200) 

Real name - Joe 
Age - 29 
Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Parsipanny, New Jersey 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 


Son of former wrestler Angelo 
Savoldi who held the World jr. 
heavyweight title in the late 
1950s. , . Has worked in several 
areas as a prelim grappler, but 
has mainly worked for his family 
which does independents and gets 
somewhat of a push. . . Formed a 
tag team called the Rock*n'Roll 
Rockers (copy of Rock’n'Roll 
Express) that was popular in Puerto 
Rico and also held the Northwest 


tag team title with partner 


Younger brother of wrestler 
Buzz Sawyer. . . Worked 
mainly smaller circuits, 
getting a decent push in 
the Northwest dating back 
to the early part of his 
career. . .Won the National 
title in Georgia in 1983 
from Larry Zbyszko. . . 

Since that time has faded 
from being a top dog on 
the small groups to being 
an opening match wrestler 
in Mid South. . . Hampered 
by his lack of size and 
by the fact he almost has 
to be a babyface and his brother is 
most effective as a heel, so he can't 
team up with him very much. 


Sawyer is a good worker but his 
interviews are below par. . . Size 
makes it difficult to push him unless 
the area is devoid of good workers 
who are larger. . . Seems not to 
have gotten any better in the past 
three years. 


"MAD DOG" BUZZ S AWYER (5-9i, 235) 

Real name -{We lawyer 
Age - 27 (born 6/14/59) 

Years Pro - 8 

Hometown - St. Petersburg, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 


A tremendous athlete whose biggest 
problems have been with personal 
problems. . . Broke into the business 
while a teenager* in 1979 and was 
named rookie of the'year. . . A 
tremendous wrestler in high school 
who went all the way to the national 
finals. . . Developed quickly with 
his incredible muscular coordination 
and did a powerslam that was beyond 
belief. . . Took crazy bumps and worked 
incredible matches. . . By 1981 was 
one of the best workers in the business 
and the next year was the country’s 
leading heel. . . Has a series of 
bloody and crazy matches with Tommy 
Rich in Georgia. . . Headlined against 
virtually every major babyface in 
Georgia and the nightly pounding took 
its toll in a number of ways. . . 
Eventually found himself so messed 
up that he faded from the wrestling 
scene almost as quickly as he had 
become a superstar in it. . . 


<► 




C 


10 3 


I 











Was never pushed back to the top 
until going to Mid South in late 
1985 where he had a good run . . . 
Rated as high as No. 23 in the 
world in 1983 and has been a top -50 
performer for the past five years. 

. . . Size is a minor hindrance 
as a heel but he comes across so 
well and is such a strong performer 

* that it hasn't worked against him 
much. 

Sawyer is an incredibly gifted 

* athlete with springs for legs 
quickness and toughness. . . 

Is also fearless and because of 
that has taken an incredible 
pounding despite his young age. . . 

Interviews are intense, often 
making little or no sense and 
always out of control. . . If he 
can keep himself under control 
he still is a great enough 
athlete, even though he’s lost 
a lot from injuries, to be one 
of the best performers around. 

SATORU SAYAMA (5~5i. 185) 

Real name - Satoru Sayama 

Age - 28 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Tokyo, Japan 

Promotional affiliation - None 

Other ring names - Sammy Lee, 

The Tiger, Super Tiger, Tiger 
Mask 

Many feel that pound-for-pound he 
is the finest performer of the 
modern pro wrestling era. . . 

u Certainly is the fastest and 
most acrobatic performer ever, 
with great wrestling skill to 
boot. . . Was the biggest box 

* office draw in wrestling in 
1982-83 as the original Tiger 
Mask, the undisputed king of 
the junior heavyweight division. 
.... Broke in as a teenager 

in 1977 and because of his size 
was a jobber for several years. . . 
W a s also a professional kick 
boxer. . . Has the fastest and 
most educated feet in the sport. 

. . . Perhaps the single greatest 
athlete in wrestling. . . Has 
wrestled all over the world and 
learned every style of fighting. 

. . . Incorporated all those 
styles into one and Hisashi 
Shinma, the brains behind the New 
Japan promotion decided to find a 
small wrestler, to wear a Tiger 
Mask, and become a favorite to 
small children as Tiger Mask was 
a famous Saturday morning TV 
cartoon hero in Japan. . . Sayama 
was picked, and he succeded well 
beyond anyone's wildest dreams. . . 
Tiger Mask made his debut in Japan 
on April 13, 1981 defeating the 
Dynamite Kid and within a few 
months was outshining everyone 
in Japan. . . Popularity was such 
that it forced then-jr. heavyweight 
champ Tatsumi Fujinami to become a 
heavyweight and he then downed 
the Kid on January 1, 1982 to win 

» the vacant WWF World jr. heavy 
strap.. . In 1982, the New Japan 
promotion, with Sayama as the top 


draw played to capacity houses on 
90 percent of its dates and made a 
profit that year of nearly $10 million. 
... A knee injury, which required 
orthroscopic surgery, caused him to 
vacate the jr. title which was won by 
Black Tiger. . . Then, in the space of 
two days, Tiger Mask became the only 
wrestler in history to hold both NWA 
and WWF recognition as a champion at 
the same time. . . Tiger Mask first 
defeated NWA champ Les Thornton on 
May 24, 1982 and the next night downed 
Black Tiger for the WWF jr. belt. . . 
Upon finding this out, NWA headquarters 
announced they were stripping Tiger Mask 
of his belt, however Sayama kept 
possession of the belt itself and 
continued to defend it in Japan. . . 

His acrobatic performances in keeping 
the title gave him a world-reknown name 
and he debuted in Madison Square Garden 
in September, 1982 by defeating Dynamite 
Kid once again. . . Got over so big 
that a tour was arranged for him in 
November and December where he was put 
in with men much larger than himself 
like Buddy Rose, Curt Hennig and Masa 
Saito but was always put over. . . 

Sayama probably weighed around I 6 O-I 65 
during the height of his popularity. . . 
Suffered a neck injury in April, 1983 
against Dynamite Kid which caused him 
to vacate both jr. belts. . . Regained 
the NWA belt on June 2, 1983 boating 
Fishman before more than 25,000 fans 
in Mexico City, then 10 days later 
regained the WWF belt by defeating 
Kuniaki Kobayashi in Tokyo. . . The 
crowds continued at sellout pace nightly, 
augumented by several main event feuds 
involving Riki Choshu and his army 
with Tatsumi Fujinami and Inoki, the 
company president. . . After Tiger beat 
Kobayashi, Inoki suffered a serious 
concussion as a result of a bad fall in 
a match with Hulk Hogan that followed, 
putting him out of action. . . Although 
Tiger was.surely the most popular 
wrestler in Japan, it was always assumed 
it was Inoki that drew the crowds, 
however with Inoki injured, the sellouts 
continued. . . Tiger shocked the entire 
mat world on August 8 , 1983 by announcing 
his.retirement from pro wrestling, 
saying he didn't want to say anything 
about why because it was disappoint 
the fans. . . Over the next month, 
however, Tiger released the reasons 
for his retirement to the newspapers, 
mainly that Inoki had been using his 
and the other wrestlers salaries to 
finance his losing business efforts 
outside of wrestling. He was also 
upset that the promotion wanted to 
change his ring identity from Tiger 
Mask, because the creator of the popular 
TV show which his character was taken, 
has assaulted a young woman and Uhe 
Tiger Mate image had been dirtied. . . 

In addition, New Japan refused to 
allow him to get married for fear it 
would reveal his identity to the 
general public. . . He took off his 
mask, revealing his identity and gave 
back his belts. . . Sayama stayed 
retired for the next year, although 
the WWF tried to bring him to the 
States and a tour was scheduled to 
begin in March, however Inoki's group 
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SATORU SAYAMA - Top, as Tiger Mask with the 
WWF and NWA jr. heavyweight belts. Left 
doing a Tiger suplex to Mach Hayato. Bottom 
uses his kick karate skills on Hayato (left) 
and Akira Maeda (right) 
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paid off WWF 
officials to 
block it. . . 
Finally Sayama, 
using the ring 
name of The 
Tiger, returned 
to action in 
July, 1984 for 
the UWF, a new 
group in Japan. 

. . . With 
Tiger on board, 
the group, 
which didn't 
have television 
decided the 
best way to 
combat the 
established 
groups was to 
promote its 
sport as 
professional 
shooting, 
rather than 
pro wrestling. 
This basically 
intimated that 
what went on 
in the other 
groups was 
phony. . . 


Top: Satoru Sayama 

in training. Bottom 
Sayama levels Mach 
Hayato with a 
rolling savate 


Sayaraa even released a book in which 
all the secrets of pro wrestling, were 
’ 3vealed. . . However, in shooting, 
acrobatics obviously can't be used 
so Sayaraa was forced into a kick 
karate style against his much larger 
-oes. . . Buled up to nearly 190 
to combat the heavyweights and was 
pushed as the group's major star. . . 
Once even defeated Michel Schneider, 
the Soviet heavyweight champ in sambo 
wrestling. . . The UWF ran into 
financial difficulties and also had 
internal turmoil about the style of 
fighting to be allowed. . . On 
September 2, 1985 a bout was held 
between Sayama and Akira Maeda. The 
match got so out of control it had 
to be stopped for fear one, or both, 
wound wind up seriously injured. . . 

The fact the match was stopped for 
that reason revealed to the UWF fans 
that the! matches really weren't 
shoots, because the only time real 
shooting occured, the bad was 
stopped. . . UWF matches were so 
tight ar.d rough, however, that injuries 
were prevalent. . . Sayama retired 
once again after the match with 
Maeda. . . He is still featured 
regularly in the Japanese pro 
wrestling magazimes but appears 
to have been, because of his book, 
blacklisted out of pro wrestling. 

There are many, many observers who 
believe Sayama is the greatest 
performer in the history of pro 
wrestling. . . To say he probably 
was the greatest pound-for-pound 
is an understatement. . . Simply 
had to be seen to be believed. . . 

Could do more acrobatics in the 
ring than anyone in history, do 
wrestling moves like Karl Gotch, 
and was able to get himself over 
as a shooter despite his lack of 
size due to his powerful legs and 
incredible kicking power. 

"IRON' 1 MIKE SHARPS (6-2, 235) 

Real name - Mike Sharpe, Jr. 

Age - 36 
'ears pro - 13 

ometown - Palo Alto, California 
(now lives in Hamilton, Ontario) 
mmotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

)ther ring names - Mike Sharpe, Jr. 

former amateur boxer in Canada 
nd Northern California and a high 
school football star in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. . . Father was 
a big star in the 50 s under the ring 
name "Iron" Mike Sharpe. Uncle Ben 
Sharpe was his tag team partner and 
the two large men (both were around 
6-foot-6) were World tag team champs 
on the West Coast and are most famous 
for appearing in the main event on 
the first nationally televised 
wrestling show in Japan in 1954. • • 

Used to weigh in the 260 range but 
dropped weight to concentrate even 
more on endurance training. . . Known 
within the profession as one of the 
best conditioned big men in the sport. 

. . . A natural powerhouse who 
detests today's steroid athletes. . . 


The type of performer who would have 
been a major heel in an earlier era 
because he had size and was in shape. 

. . . Lacks a wide reportoire of 
moves and is basically colorless. . . 

Has no drawing power but is able to 
get good heat because he works the 
crowd well at live shows. . . Has 
basically been a journeyman performer, 
never finding a niche for himself. . . 

Went to the WWF just prior to the 
expansion and stayed through the first 
year, working hard in prelims. . . 

Quit the WWF in late 1984 when he -• 

was asked to do a TV job for the Tonga 
Kid. . . Went on a few tours and worked 
Memphis, but within a few months had 
returned. . . Basically is just a 
prelim jobber who doesn't even work 
full-time anymore. 

Sharpe's ability is mediocre at best. 

. . . Good at working the crowd and 
has a strong work rate by WWF standards. 

. . .Interviews are so-so, mainly 
because his speech is rather blah. 

... In the past has gotten a push 
in Japan as Hulk Hogan’s tag team 
partner (Sharpe has good stamina, 
so he can carry Hulk, who doesn't). 

IRON SHEIK (5-Hi. 240) 

R^al name - Hossein Khosrow Vasiri 
A«e - 48' 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Teheran, Iran (now lives 
in Atlanta, Georgia) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Khosrow Vasiri, 

Ali Vaziri, Jose Azzeri, Iron 
Sheik Hossein, The Great Hossein 
Arab 

Represented Iran in the 1968 Olympics 

in Mexico City, winning his first round % 

match as a 177-pounder in Greco-Roman 

wrestling but being eliminated in 

the second round. . . Placed third 

in the 1969 World Cup competition 

in Greco-Roman wrestling. . . Was 

the personal bodyguard of the late 

Shah of Iran (a legit story) in the 

1960s as many photos have shown him 

with the Shah with dignitaries like 

former president Lyndon Johnson and 

the late Senator Robert Kennedy. . . 

Defected from Iran a few years later 
and became a wrestling coach in the 
U.S. . . Was an assistant wrestling 
coach for the U.S. Olympic teams in 
Greco-Roman wrestling in both 1972 
and 1976. One of his students was 
current pro wrestler Brad Rheingans. . . 
Discovered by Verne Gagne in Munich 
at the 1972 Olympics and Gagne trained 
him to be a pro wrestler. . . Made 
pro debut at the end of that year 
weighing under I 85 pounds, yet was 
generally acknowledged within the 
business to be the toughest man in 
the sport besides possibly Billy 
Robinson. . . Was in incredible 
condition at the time. . . However, • 

his lack of knowledge of English and 
lack of size made him cannon fodder 
in prelims as a babyface. . . Was 
starving to death on the pro circuit 
until, in 1976, a Japanese sportswriter 
suggested he imitate hated Detroit 
villain The Sheik and play a villainous 
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Arab type. . . The gimmick made him 
a heel, but in truth it didn't elick 
immediately and he mainly worked 
prelims on the big circuits and 
main bouts only on the minor circuits. 
. . . Was brought into the WWF in 
1980 as a mid-level heel who 
commanded little respect until the 
greatest break of his career came— 

The Iranian hostage crisis. . . 

Lynch mobs formed at many arenas. . 

The heat at his matches was simply 
incredible. . . Fans would stay 
after matches and pelt his car 
with rocks and bricks. . . His 
Iranian background wasn't even 
stressed strongly at the time 
because of the tension, yet fans 
knew of it and reacted accordingly. 

. . . After the hostage crisis 
and tensions healed a bit, his 
Iranian background started gettipg 
pushed harder and he feuded with 
Capt. Redneck, Dick Murdoch 
throughout the South or other 
babyfaces playing American patriot 
roles. . . The background became 
his main gimmick. . . Used to carry 
a flag with the Ayatollah's 
picture on it. . . Returned to the 
WWF in late 1983 , and defeated Bob 
Backlund for the WWF title on 
December 26, 1983 at Madison Square 
Garden before losing it four weeks 
later to Hulk Hogan. . . Got into 
a big feud with Sgt. Slaughter 
which hit big in 1984 and pushed 
his earnings into the $4-5,000 per 
week range. . . Later, when Nikolai 
Volkoff was brought in, the Iranian 
and Russian were put together as a 
tag te»m and held the WWF title 
twice. . . Now basically a cartoon 
character who does jobs for those 
with 1/10 his talent. . . Still 
considered one of the toughest men 
in the WWF on a legit business. 

It goes without saying that The 
Sheik is excellent at genuine 
wrestlijng, given his background. . . 
Was such a strong athlete that he 
adapted well to the pro game, 
despite not learning it until 
he was 3 ^ years old. . . Many 
experts, like Sam Muchnick and 
Lou Thesz rank Sheik as one of 
the greatest pro wrestlers of 
all-time. . . Despite his age, was 
considered a strong performer 
until a few years back when he 
more or less has became a cartoon 
character and been discouraged from 
displaying any real ability. . . 

Gets great heat to this day, 
even when he regularly gets beat. 

. . . Probably would still be a 
great worker in a different environ¬ 
ment, but wouldn’t make nearly the 
money elsewhere. . . Interviews 
aren't much because he speaks with 
a thick accent, but the Iranian 
background more than makes up for 
those shortcomings. 

THE SHEIK (5-10, 220) 

Real name - Edmund Farhat 
Age - 6# 

Years pro - 37 
Hometown - Detroit, Michigan 
Promotional affiliation - Inde¬ 


pendent 

Other ring names - Ed Farhat 

One of the most famous and effective 
heels in the history of pro wrestling. 

. . . Was voted the greatest mat heel 
of all-time by a Wrestling Observer 
readers' poll. . . Specialized in 
matches from 3-6 minutes with heavy 
blood and virtually no ability or 
skill displayed. . . Most of his 
success was due to the fact he was 
the booker and/or promoter in most 
of the cities, he was always in the 
main event and always won. . . Every 
great wrestler from the early 1960s 
through the mid-to-ate 1970s when he 
killed an entire part of the country 
at one time or another lost to The 
Sheik, including Dusty Rhodes, The 
Funks, Dick the Bruiser, Bull Curry, 
Johnny Valentine, Bobo Brazil and 
Andre the Giant. . . At one point, 
from 1965-1971 headlined every card 
in Detroit as U.S. champion without 
losing so much as one match, even via 
DQ. . .In Toronto, he had an unbeaten 
streak of more than 150 cards and 
seven years. . . In the mid-1970s, 

fans smartened up to Sheik's promoting 
tactics (which included frequent no- 
shows) and the lousy main events and 
Sheik lost all the money he had made 
in the years he was hot. . . Destroyed 
his territory so completely by keeping 
himself on top while in his 50 s and 
devoid of movement and stamina. . . 

Has had an artificial hip put in. . . 
Has stayed in wrestling since then, 
and still headlines on small time 
shows in that area of the country 
before small crowds in 2»00 blood 
matches. . . Hasn't worked for a 
major promotion in several years. 

By today’s standards, Sheik would be 
perhaps the worst active wrestler. . . 
His ultra-violence would turn-off 
the fans who are into wrestling for 
camp entertainment, and his lack of 
stamina and ability would turn the 
rest off. . . Never did interviews, 
usually using managers like Abdullah 
Farouk (the late Grand Wizard) and 
Eddie Creachman to guide him. . . 
Played college football at Michigan 
State University in the late 1940s. 

"DR. D" DAVID SHULTS (6-3i, 255) 

Real name - David Shults 
Age - 36 
Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Nashville, Tennessee (now 
lives in New Haven, Connecticut) 
Promotional affiliation - Independents 
Other ring names - None 

The wrestler who will be remembered 
forever for slugging ABC-TV news 
reporter John Stossel when Stossel 
pressed the real vs. fake issue on 
him at Madison Square Garden on 
December 28, 1984. . . Son of former 
pro wrestler, the late Sam Bass who 
died in an auto accident. . . Spent 
most of his early career working the 
small circuits such as Tennessee and 
Alabama. . . His size and big mouth 
made him a pretty high-level heel 
in those areas. . . Has had many 
outside the ring incidents which 
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virtually destroyed his career. . . 
Attached and baat up a fan in a 
match in the late 1970s which 
resulted in his having to leave 
the country. . . Wrestled for 
a few years for Stu Hart in Western 
Canada, and whenever he tried to 
re-enter the country, whether it 
be in Oregon or Alabama, soon 
disappeared when the fan would 
find out his whereabouts from 
the wrestling magazines. . . 

Returned when the statute of 
limitations ran out of him and 
worked the AWA where he was being 
pushed into a series of matches 
with Hulk Hogan. . . When Hogan 
left, The Hulk asked Vince McM a hon 
if he could bring two people along 
with him, TV announcer Gene Oker= 
lund and Shults, not so much because 
he liked Shults as because he had 
already built up a hot series of 
grudge bouts with him. . . Shults 
became your basic WWF big-mouth 
non-working heel that the rest of 
the grapplers tried to avoid because 
of his reputation. . . Many claim 
that putting Stossel near Shults 
was inviting trouble and blame or 
credit Vince McMahon for, in a 
sense, setting the entire scene 
up and benefitting from the oodles 
of publicity which followed. . . 
Although many believe that attack 
was the reason Shults lefft the WWF, 
the actual reason came a few months 
later. , . Word got out that Mr. T 
would be main eventing the first 
Wrestlemania about 10 days before 
his appearence at ringside on a 
Hulk Hogan vs. Roddy Piper match 
at Madison Square Garden. . , 

Shults, banged up from a decade 
on the road was furious that a 
novice would make more for one 
match than he made in;.a year, and 
attacked T in a Los Angeles dressing 
room and was fired. . . He later 
tried to attack T again that night 
but was pulled off by police. . . 
Went to Memphis soon after but was 
fired after two weeks when he tried 
to attack a disc jockey who he felt 
was making fun of wrestling. . . Has 
worked only minor league shows for 
the passt year plus, and also worked 
tours of the Middle East and Japan. 

Shults is a basic big mouth heel 
who doesn't show much in the ring. 

. . . Is able to get over because 
he is very convincing as displaying 
a nasty demeanor. . . Good on 
interviews. . . Considered a lazy 
worker and also an unpredictable 
one. . . Many don't like to work 
against him beoause he often takes 
things too seriously. 

STEVE SIMPSON (6-0, 205) 

Real name - Steven Cohen 
Age - 23 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Cape Town, South 
Africa 

Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Son of Sammy Cohen, a former 


wrestler who is now the leading mat 
promoter in South Africa. . . Was 
trained in San Antonio in 1984 and 
has wrestled in South Africa, Oregon 
and Texas. . . Held the NorUhwest 
tag team title with Joe Savoldi in 
1985* • • Youthful looks and long 
curly hair make him a teeny-bopper 
hearthrob. . . Has potential but 
is a long ways away. . . Currently 
wrestles in the Dallas area. 

Simpson has a lot of appeal because 
of his looks, but is still a dud 
in the ring. . . Seems to be 
coordinated enough, but hasn’t picked 
up that much. . . Still young in the 
business, however. . . Destined for 
superstardom if the business ever 
picks up in South Africa. . . Still 
weak on interviews as well. 

DICK SLATER (6-0, 230) 

Real name - Van Richard Slater 

Age - 33 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Probably the best all-around athlete 
of the group which came from Tampa's 
Robinson High into pro wrestling which 
included Mike Graham, Steve Keirn and 
Hulk Hogan. . . Played one year of 
college football at the University of 
Tampa before making his pro debut at 
the age of 19 in 1972. . . By 1974 
was already considered a top-notch 
star as he patterned himself after 
Bob Roop, Dusty Rhodes and Terry 
Funk, three of the leading Florida 
stars of that era. . . Was the No. 1 
drawing card as a heel in Georgia 
in the late 1970s. . . Although back 
injuries suffered in a bad motorcycle 
accident have slowed him down, he's 
still a good wrester. . . Rated as 
high as No. 17 in the world in 1984. 

. . . Was considered one of the best 
in the world and a headliner in Japan 
until the past few years. . . Has 
fallen from the top due to a somewhat 
unreliable reputation coupled with his 
inability to accept not being a main 
eventer at all times. . .Held the 
UWF North American and TV title 
in early 1986 before leaving the 
group. . . Spent nearly two months 
out of work before getting a job 
with the WWF in the summer. 

Slater is a very good worker who 
understands how to make a great 
match. . . Not overly flashy, but 
does effective interviews. . . Not 
particuarly suited to the WWF because 
he doesn't have the physique, great 
size nor the big gimmick. . . Still, 
is one of the best, all-around worikers 
on the circuit provided he doesn't get 
lazy. 

SGT. SLAUGHTER (6-2§, 260) 

Real name - Robert Remus 
Age - 38 
Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
(now lives in Wilmar, Connecticut) 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - Bob Remus, Super 
Destroyer Mark II, Bob Slaughter 
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The hero of 1984 who became the 
zero of 1985 and was out of the 
mat mainstream by 1986. . . One 
of the better workers of the big 
men in wrestling before his head 
swelled from success. . . Actually 
was rated as high as No. 4 in the 
world in 1983 and remained in the 
top 30 in 1984 before vanishing 
the next year. . . Always among the 
tops in heel of the year 1980 - 83 . . . 
Trained by Verne Gagne in the same 
class as Ric Flair, Jim Brunzell 
and others like Chris Taylor and 
Ken Patera and the Iron Sheik. . . 
Debuted as Bob Remus in prelims, 
but after a few years took the ring 
name Bob Slaughter and because of 
his size (big men were rare in the 
profession a decade ago, most were 
5-10, 205 ) was pushed hard. . . 

Managed by Lord A1 Hayes as Super 
Destroyer Mark II in the late 
1970s as a pretty high level heel. 

. . . Teamed with Super Destroyer 
Mark III, who has worked under many 
names such as Neal Guay, The Hangman 
and Jean Louie. . . Got his big 
break in 1980 when Vince McMahon, Sr 
turned Bob Slaughter into Sgt. 
Slaughter, the Marine Corps boot 
camp instructor who was so tough he 
was kicked out of the corps. . , 

One of the great heel gimmicks in 
many years, and Slaughter made it 
even better with his tremendous 
work rate. . . Left the WWF for 
Crockett in 1981 following a famous 
Boot Camp match with Pat Patterson 
in Madison Square Garden which may 
have been among the best bouts ever 
in that arena. . . Was successful 
as lead heel for Crockett, both as 
a single and as part of a tag team. 

. . . Formed an excellent combo with 
Don Kernodle which wound up in 1983 
in a famous match with Ricky Steamboat 
and Jay Youngblood Which drew a 
then-record crowd of more than 
16,000 (and turned away 6 - 8,000 
more) in March of that year which 
was the predecessor for Starcade 
•84. . . Returned to WWF during 
that spring and kept up his image 
as one of the best heels around. . . 

In early 1984, turned babyface 
against the Iron Sheik which became 
the hottest bout in the country. , . 
After a tremendous Boot Camp match 
at Madison Square Garden on'June 16, 
Slaughter became featured by the 
media as wrestling's hottest star, 
even above Hulk Hogan. . . At this 
point. Slaughter stopped taking the 
great bumps and quickly turned into 
one of the laziest wrestlers around. 

. . . Feuded with Russian Nikolai 
Volkoff, but this didn't raise 
nearly the heat of his bouts with 
The Sheik. . . Several times 
threatened to quit the WWF over 
not getting a cut of the outside 
merchandising money. . . Finally, 
after his heated disputes led to 
his attempting to unionize the 
WWF grapplers, he was fired in 
December, 1984. . . Slaughter claimed 
he quit the WWF because they 
wouldn't give him a match with 
Hulk Hogan, although in reality 


he was shocked by being, fired since 
he believed himself to be the hottest 
thing in wrestling and was earning 
$6,000 per week. . . Went to the AWA 
and within months destroyed the myth 
of his drawing power and popularity. 

. . . Simply couldn't draw and tried 
to get back with the WWF. . . Finally 
quit the AWA in April, 1986 and now 
works mainly independent shows in 
the Northeast. 

Slaughter's problem is that he is 
a tremendous heel, and was a cartoon 
character as a babyface. . . Aside 
from the WWF, where he had incredible 
short-term popularity (there is no 
doubt he was already losing his edge 
after the Sheik series ended), he 
was never able to make it as a babyface 
but because he wants to market himself 
in commercials and kids toys, being 
a babyface was necessary. . . M a ny 
mat fans didn't like the fact that, 
after his fall, his interviews were 
mainly self-promoting his outside 
interests rather than dealing with 
feuds. . . Great heel on interviews 
and in the ring. . . Has gotten flabby 
and out of shape. . . Could benefit 
by returning to WWF but it seems that 
is unlikely. 

ALEXIS SMIRNOFF (6-2£, 265 ) 

Real name - Michael DuBois 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Montreal, Quebec (now 
lives in Fremont, California) 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - Mike "The Judge" 
DuBois, Cecil "La Machine" DuBois, 
Alexia Smirnoff, Alex Smirnoff 

Veteran heel who took on the Russian 
gimmick while campaigning in San 
Francisco in 1976 . . . Biggest claim 
to fame was beating Pat Patterson for 
the U.S. title at the Cow Palace on 
April 15, 1977 and holding the IWA 
version of the World title in Japan 
for a brief period in 1979. • . 

Hasn't mainly worked prelims for the 
WWF and on smaller independent cards 
on the West Coast for the past few 
years. 

Smirnoff can be a good wofcker but is 
far too heavy and is very lazy when 
he works for the WWF. . . Isn't being 
pushed to the point where interviews 
are a factor. . . His work is generally 
poor and he's mainly a part-time worker. 

DAVEY BOY SMITH (5-10, 228) 

Real name - David Smith 
Age - 23 (born 11/27/62) 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Leeds, England (now lives 
in Calgary, Alberta) 

Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - The Vampire 

Cousin and tag team partner of the 
Dynamite Kid, and brother-in-law of 
several other wrestlers, most notably 
Bret Hart and Jim Neidhart. . . 

Made pro debut at the age of 15 
in the spring of 1978. . . Made his 
North American debut as a babyface 
in Western Canada in 1981 weighing 
175 pounds. . . Made a sensational hit 
UO 



DAVEY BOY SMITH WRAPS UP GREG VALENTINE 

Big Snuka, Lanie Kealoha, Jimmy 

Kealoha, Tami Snuka 

From a meteoric success to an even 
quicker fall from the top best 
describes the career of Jimmy Snuka. . . 

A former bodybuilder from Hawaii, 
of Fijian descent. . . Brother of 
pro wrestler Cocoa Samoa. . . Got 
his first taste of wrestling in 1970 
after winning the Mr. Hawaii bodybuilding 
contest in 1967 . • . Impressed 
promoters by his explosive nature, 
but not pushed early because he was 
virtually illiterate, thus couldn’t 
do interviews. . . Made a hit big in 
Oregon, a great territory for 
experience but a poor one for money. . . 
Has wrestled as a Fijian, a Samoan, 
a Hawaiian and even an Indian at 


in his Japan debut in late 1983 
bulked up to around 215 . • • 

Gained an international name 
shortly thereafter as his tag 
team wi"h the Dynamite Kid 
shocked the wrestling world with 
their maneuvers on Japanese tours. 
. . . Was the strongest wrestler 

in Canada at one point. . . Able 
to do the acrobatic moves, but 
strong enough to do all the power 
moves. , . Sometimes looks bad in 


Y SMITH PRESSED THE COBRA 


comparison to his cousin, but just 
about anyone would. . . Some have 
said that he's lost some of the 
agility he was famous for with the 
quest for size anc strength. . . 

Rated No. 5 in the world in 1984 
and No. 17 in 1985, showing that 
despite his youth, he hasn't 
improved in the last year. . . 

Went to the WWF in the spring of 
1985 as "The British Bulldogs" 
with his cousin and they quickly 
got over big. . . Won WWF tag title 
on April 7, 1986 from Greg Valentine 
and Brutus Beefcake. 

Smith is potentially one of the 
greats in the mat world. . . Has 
been given the tag of being too 
small, and his quest for added 
size has worked against him in 
stamina and athletic moves but 
he’s still among the best. . . 

Has been able to get over very 
big, slowly but surely, mainly 
on ability. . . Interviews are not 

a plus. 

JIMMY "5UFERFLY" S NUKA (5~10£ , 235) 
Real name - Jevhei fie-t'K®*' 

Age - 43 (born 5/18/43) 

Years pro - 17 
Hometown - Honolulu, Hawaii 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Great Snuka, 


different points during his career. . . 
Was about to gain some major national 
success inn 1972 on a tour of the AWA 
where he was paired with Don Muraco, 
and used the ring name Lanie Kealoha 
as "The Islanders." The pair of 
Hawaii natives were being put over 
in a big way, however an outside the 
ring incident caused their being pushed 
to end and wound up with Snuka fired. 

. . . Spent the next half-dozen years 

in Oregon, where he thrilled fans with 
his Superfly Splash, a move often 
imitated but never quite duplicated 
where Snuka climbs up and dives off 
the top ropes with a splash onto an 
opponent who, in his youth, was 2/3 
of the way across the ring. . . Was 
virtually exclusively a babyface 
except for a 2-3 year spell in the 
early 1980s. . . Was never pmt over 
as a heel as the Jungle-Boy illiterate 
types don't make good heels. . . Went 

to the Carolinas in 1978 and held the 
NWA tag team title with Paul Orndorff 
and was a frequent singles contender 
as well. . . First big break came in 

I 98 O when he took Buddy Rogers on 
his manager and became a heel, then 
defeated Ric Flair for the U.S. title. 

. . . Held the title for nearly a 

year before dropping to Flair. . . 

Went to Georgia, where he held the 
tag team title with Terry Gordy. . . 

Was also a big favorite in Japan as 
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the tag team partner of Bruiser 
Brody. . . Teamed with Brody to 
win the World Tag League tournament 
in December, 1981 by defeating 
the Funk brothers. . . Went to 
New York in 1982 as a heel managed 
by Lou Albano and became a leading 
challenger for champ Bob Backlund. 

. . . Many fans in the Northeast, 

who had never seen a genuine flier 
pushed, went crazy over the heel 
and he became quite popular. . . 

His splash became the ultimate 
move in wrestling, although by 
this time he was past-his-prime 
although still a great worker. . . 

In a cage match with Backlund at 
Madison Square Garden, Snuka 
did his splash off the top of the 
cage (billed as 15 feet high, 
actually the cage is eight feet 
high) as the billed he was soaring 
"25, maybe 30 feet in the air" 
and missed, then lost the match. . . 

That move, however, made him a cult 
favorite and during his feud with 
Pedro Morales and in subsequent 
matches with Backlund, Snuka was 
actually cheered and his babyface 
opponents were booed. . . Naturally 
it was time for the switch, and 
Buddy Rogers was brought in as 
Snuka’s babyface manager. . . Fans 
went crazy for Snuka by the end 
of 1982 and he was, with the 
exception of possibly Ric Flair 
and Hulk Hogan, the biggestt draw 
in the business. . . By this time, 
however, Snuka was near 40 and the 
pounding of all those superfly 
splashes put him in constant pain. 

. . . He had a great many off the 

mat incidents, including a brawl 
with a dozen police in Syracuse, 

N.Y. and the unexplained.death of 
his girlfriend in his Allentown, 

Pa. hotel room. . . His popularity 
was growing, however, and his 
troubles were brushed under the 
rug although by 1983 , he generally 
wouldn't show up for his small town 
bookings. . . Had a feud with Don 
Muraco in 1983 which resulted in 
record houses throughout the North¬ 
east. . . However by the end of the 
year, hiis work-rate had plummeted 
although it took nearly a full year 
before all but his opponents and 
insiders really noticed. . . His 
just showing up for matches became 
an even worse problem, and with 
the arrival of Hulk Hogan in 1984, 
he got shoved a little down the 
totem pole. . . Drew great houses 
in 1984 with main events against 
Roddy Piper, almost exclusively 
terrible matches since Snuka was 
basically a burned-out shell of 
a person. . . Several things were 
done to help him get his life 
under con+fol 

but his problems only 
got worse once he got on the 
circuit. . . Still, to his last 
days in the WWF, was one of the 
two or three most popular performers 
and still remains a big favorite 
among kids despite his virtual 
disappearence from the U.S. scene. 


. . . An incident on a.Saudi Arabian 

tour nearly caused him to lose his 
life and cost Titan heavy duty money 
just to get him out of the country 
alive. . . Finally, with him no -showi.ng 
on 60 percent of his dates, and being 
in no condition to work the other 40 
percent, he was fired. . . He went 

back to his native Hawaii and didn't 
work for several months except for 
Japan tours, where he was a major 
disappointment as well. . . Finally 
got back in the swing of things and 
began working for several U.S. groups 
on a freelance basis. . . Still has 
name appeal and popularity, but since 
his U.S. return, his drawing power 
has proven to be zilch. . . Work 

rate is less than that. . . Was a 
top-20 performer for the early 1980 s 
but by 1984 had fallen completely 
off the charts. 

The younger Snuka, despite knowing 
few moves, made up for it with a 
genuine fearlessness in the ring 
and springs for legs. . . Was a 

powerhouse in his early days before 
the big muscles were in vogue. . . 
Interviews were always a weakness, 
which is why his greatest successes 
were achieved with a manager. . . His 

naive jungle boy gimmick, powerful 
physique and highly touted finisher 
proved to be a dynamite combination 
with the fans. . . To cultivate the 

jungle boy image, promoters had him 
work bare-footed most of his career, 
which led to bad knees and ankles 
because of all the flying moves he 
did. . . Prime example of someone 
who had no regard for his own body, 
then paid the price for it in later 
life. 

DOUG SOMERS (6-2, 230) 

Real name - Doug SomersOn 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

A journeyman heel type who had pretty 
well fallen out of the wrestling main¬ 
stream. . . Beimg that he lived in 
Minnesota, and would work cheap, came 
to the AWA as a jobber in 1985 . . . 
Strangely enough, basically due to 
AWA talent depletion, was promoted 
to the ranks of AWA tag team champion 
with partner Buddy Rose as they downed 
Scott Hall arad Curt Hennig on May 
1?, 1986 in Hammond. . .Was mainly 
a jobber throughout his career and 
worked prelims except for a brief 
build-up in the Central States and 
Oregon areas. 

Somers is actually a good worker, 
but completely lacks in charisma. . . 
Takes good bumps and is vastly 
underrated because of his jobber 
background. . . Interviews aren't 
good either. . . Would never have 
gotten pushed if the AWA wasn’t in 
desperate straights as far as 
talent goes. 
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"GOLDEN BOY” DANNY SPIVEY ( 6 - 6 , 255) 
Real name - Daniel Spivey 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Charlotte, North 
Carolina 

Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Starship Eagle 

Newcomer getting a push as tag team 
partner of.Mike Rotundo in the WWF. 

. . . Duo is nicknamed "American 
Express," . , . Also nicknamed 
"by many fans the "Boredom Express" 

. . . Debuted in late 1984 with 
partner Scott Hall as "The American 
Starship" tag team. . . Was basically 
working as a glorified jobber for 
Crockett before Titan took him as 
a replacement for Barry Windham. . . 
Similar to Windham in that both 
are tall, slender but well-built 
with long blond hair. . . The 
similarity ends there, as Windham 
is a good wrestler and Spivey is 
a very poor one. . . Some say he 
has potential as he's a good 
athlete for his size. . , Played 
football as a back-up defensive 
end for the University of Georgia 
Bulldogs. . . Probably will get 
a minor push as he gains experience 
due to his size. 

As the saying goes, "Spivey looks 
like Hulk Hogan's brother and 
wrestles like his sister." Enough 
said. . . Will probably be a 
fairly big name down the line, 
however, 

RON STARR (5-10^, 210) 

Real name - Eugene Nutt 
Age - 36 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
Promotional affiliation - Capital 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Veteran campaigner who has good 
balance and really should have 
accomplished a lot more than he 
did with his career. . . Basically 
wrestled his entire career on 
back-water circuits, often working 
on top. . . Held the U.S. title on 
the West Coast several times in 
the late 1970s. . . Biggest claim 
to fame is winning the NWA World 
junior heavyweight title on 
February 11, 1980 from Les Thornton 
which also started the downfall of 
his career. . . Starr and promoter 

Leroy McGuirk apparently signed a 
deal where Starr was to keep the 
jr. title for two years, however 
McGuirk wanted to give the title 
back to Thornton. . . Starr sued 
McGuirk, and after suing an NWA 
promoter, most of the NWA refused 
to book him. . . Mainly worked as 
a headliner on the West Coast in 
smaller promotions, often holding 
regional championships. . . In 
recent years has been in and out 
of the business. . . Currently 
works in Puerto Rico. 


Starr has very good athletic ability 
and is a fine worker, but isn't well 
known among mat fans because he hasn't 
worked with the leading promotions. . . 
Never lost the jr. heavyweight belt, 
it was just given to Thornton via 
forfeit later in 1980. . . Good on 
interviews, both as a heel and a 
babyface. . . Enough color and ability 
to reach the level of a tag team 
champ or a strong under card performer 
on a big circuit, but appears will 
never get that chance. 

RICKY "THE DRAGON" STEAMBOAT (5-10^, 208) 
Real name - Richard Blood 
Age - 33 (born 2/28/53) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Tampa, Florida (now lives 
in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - Dick Blood, S a mmy 
Steamboat, Jr. 

Perhaps the most agile and coordinated 
and well conditioned athlete on the 
U.S. mat scene. . . Son of a military 
man and his Japanese wife, so Steamboat 
is actually half-American and half- 
Japanese, not Hawaiian as billed in 
the ring. . . Trained by Verne Gagne 
in late 1975 along with Scott Irwin 
and others. . . Placed second at 
154 pounds in the 1971 Florida State 
high school wrestling meet. . . Sent 
a resume to Verne Gagne about wrestling 
training after seeing Chris Taylor on 
Wide 'World of Sports and learning how 
he got started in the pro game. . 

Turned pro in February, 1976 using 
his real name. . . Gagne decided 
to give the handsome and talented 
young man a handle, and named him 
Sammy Steamboat, Jr., after a famous 
Hawaiian wrestler of the 1960s whose 
real name was Sam Mokuahi. . . He 
and Steamboat, of course, aren’t 
related. . . He later changed it 
to Ricky Steamboat, and worked as 
Sammy's younger brother. . . Gained 
huge success in the Carolinas in the 
late 1970s as tag team partner of 
Jay Youngblood (the late Steve Romero, 
who died of a heart attack in September, 
1985). . . The two are acknowledged 
to be one of the greatest babyface tag 
tefams of all-time. . . Had a long 
series of legendary matches with Ric 
Flair. . . Also has won several 

bodybuilding contests. . . Always 
threatened retirement and never 
seemed completely satisfied working 
with Crcckett. . . Was a huge favorite 
in Japan but wrestled there only seven 
tours since his debut in the 1980 tag 
team tournament with partner Dick 
Slater. . . Announced his retirement 
in December, 1984 and had a retirement 
tour, although the whole thing was a 
gimmick to build up his return that 
March. . . In fact, worked a Japan 
tour in between. . . Owns "Ricky 
Steamboat's MiriB Atlantic Gym" in 
Charlotte. . . Brother Victor Blood 
was training to go into pro wrestling, 
but was talked out of it by his 
brother. . . Even though Steamboat 
was one of the major mmes and best 

workers in the business with Crockett, 
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There is no doubt Steamboat is 
among the finest workers in the 
business. . . He combines excellent 
quickness, great dexterity and 
agility with an excellent work- 
rate. . . Also not afraid to make 
his opponents look good. . . Perhaps 
the best testament to Steamboat's 
ability is that most fans started 
ranking Don Muraco, and later Jake 
Roberts as great wrestlers only 
because of their feud with Steamboat, 
and neither is above average in the 
ring. . . Very good on interviews as 
well, at least as a babyface in the 
old style because he comes off honest 
and believable. . . In the WWF, how¬ 
ever, the serious stuff doesn't go 
over big and he makes it mainly on 
his looks, physique and karate gimmick. 
The fact he's a great worker is just 
something the wrestlers who face him 
know. . . Apparently doesn't mind the 
travel in the face of the big money 
($ 5,000 per week and up) that he 
earns. . . May someday simply retire 
from the business, never to be heard 
from again, . . Was once rated in 
Cosmopolitan Magazine as one of the 
sexiest single athletes in the 
business. Funniest part about it is 
that he was married at the time. 

GEORGE "THE ANIMAL"-STEELS ( 6 - 0 , 265 ) 
Real name - James Meyers 
Age - 50 
Years pro - 21 

Hometown - Detroit, Michigan 
Promotional affiliation - Titan Sports 
Other ring names - The Student 

A former college football player at 
Michigan State University. . .Is 
rumored to have also wrestled in 
college but actually roomed with a 
wrestler, but never actually wrestled. 

. . . Believe it or not, for most of 
the past two decades, Steele has been 
mainly a weekend warrior and full-time 
grappler only in the summer. . . W a s 
RICKY STEAMBOAT actually high school football coach 

at Detroit's Madison High, a frequent 
he never achieved as much fame on small school power in Michigan, 

a nationwide basisas he could have, through the I 985 season. . . Took a 

because, it was said, he detested leave of absence from his teaghing 

traveling. . . Rarely ventured out job because of the big money Titan 
of the Crockett territory. . . Returedwas offering to work full-time. . . 
to wresstling before 13.900 fans at Does a retarded gimmick playing the 

the Greensboro Coliseum by doing to ro i e of a green-tongue moron. . . Has 

a 60 minute drawwith then-World been a heel virtually his entire 

champion Ric Flair. . . Quickly on career before switching to babyface 

his return, won the U.S. title from in the spring of 1985 . . . Despite 

Dick Slater. . . For the rest of him being completely over-the-hill 

1984, would only work eight dates a s an athlete, gets over very well 

per month with Crockett which he with the gimmick. . . Did strong 

said was the only reason he would heel interviews early in his career. . , 

stay in the business. . . When Dusty Was always put over big in the 
Rhodes took over as booker for Crockett, Northeast, but never achieved 
he didn’t like the idea of having major success outside that area until 

to spend lots of time building up recently. . . Until wrestling became 

an angle for a guy who only works plastered all over television in 1984, 

part-time, and friction built up few of Steele's students actually knew 

and when Titan Sports called in of his alter ego. . . Was considered 

early 1985. Steamboat made the a good performer in his youth, 

jump. . . Has been a solid main . . . 

eventer and probably is the finest Steele is simply a gimmick performer 

worker in the Titan stable. . . playing * be retarded beast role. . . 

Used a karate kid gimmick. . . Hls rin g performance is atrocious, 

Rated No. 10 in the world in 1984 and that's being kind. . . Pretends 

and No. 12 in 19 85 . to be to ° stupid to do an interview. 
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. . . barely works more than 4$00 
per night. . . Has the kind of 
a.gimmick which makes fans overlook 
his ineptness. . . Actually fans 
come to see him chew on turnbuckles. 

. . . Ruined many matches with Randy 
Savage in 1986 . 

"EXOTIC" ADRIAN STREET (5-6, 200) 

Real name - Adrian Street 
Age - 44 (born 12/5/41) 

Years pro - 25 
Hometown - Wales 

Promotional affiliation - Continental 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Veteran English performer who has 
found a niche as a comedy performer 
in the U.S. doing a gay act. . . 

Used gimmicks from being a member 
of the Hells Angels to his gay 
routine working in Europe for nearly 
two decades. . . Came to the U.S. 
in 1982 working in Southern Califor¬ 
nia. . . First brought to North 
America by Stu Hart's Stampede 
Wrestling in 1980. . . Wife Linda 
Street is his ringside valet, 
although the gimmick is that 
Linda appears madly in love with 
Adrian, but Adrian can't be 
bothered. . . Wears extensive 
make-up and has long bleached blond 
hair. , . Most of his reportoire 
was stolen by Adrian Adonis, 
although Adonis.is far more blatant 
about it and goes overboard. . , 

Has worked most of the NWA circuits 
at one time or another, mainly as 
a mid-level heel. . . Is a good 
performer to get the audience going 
low on a card, but he's death if you 
put him in main events as fans simply 
can't take him seriously. 

Street is not a good worker. . . 
Without the gimmick he'd be nothing 
as he's too old and lacks stamina, 
plus is far too small. . . Not a 
good interview, but does a great 
feminine voice and comes up with 
good in-character lines and 
gestures. . . An entertaining 
performer, but one not to be taken 
seriously. . . Has recorded several 
musical records, which are actually 
pretty good. 

KARL STEINER (5-9, 205) 

Real name - Robert Dellassera 
Age - 34 
Years pro - 15 
Hometown - Montreal, Quebec 
Promotional affiliation - Indepen¬ 
dent 

Other ring names - The UFO, Bob 
Dellassera 

A veteran performer who has wrestled 
a lot in Europe. . . Best known under 
the ring name The UFO. . . Brother 
of pro wrestler Rocky Dellassera. . . 
Mainly had wrestled in Europe and 
Eastern Canada with few trips to 
the U.S, , , Was a headliner in 
Portland in 1985. 

Dellassera is basically a decent 
performer but too small and not 

talented enough to be pushed to 


the top. . . Was billed as a German 
while on his Oregon swirls;. . . 

Average on interviews. . . Simply 
a run-of-the-mill performer who 
mainly works the European circuits 
or does jobs on Japanese tours. 

RICK STEINER (5-10i, 235) 

Real name - Rob Rexsteiner 
Age - 24 
Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Detroit, Michigan 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Rob Rexsteiner 

A former All-American amateur wresttler 
at 191 pounds at the University of 
Michigan in 1983* ♦ • Brother was 
an All-American in 1986. . . Simply 
a powerhouse and probably one of 
the strongest real-life performers 
in the business. . . Can push the 
iron with the strongest of them. . . 
Trained by Eddie Sharkey and Brad 
Rheingans in 1984 and was such a 
strong wrestfeer it was said that 
Rheingans wouldn't even take him 
on. . . Used to throw around monsters 
like John Nord and other super-giants 
like rag dolls in training camp. . . 
Made pro debut in early 1985 against 
Curt Hennig. . . Was sent to Montreal 
where he worked as a jobber. . . 

Big break was coming to Mid South in 
1986 where he was made into a prelim 
jobber tag team partner with Buzz 
Sawyer, but where he improved into 
being a fine worker. . . Muscular 

without the heavy reliance of 
steroids. . . Could, and by all rights 
should, become one of the leading 
grapplers in the game before long. 

Steiner still has things to learn 
about the game, but can use legit 
power moves as well as almost 
anyone. . . Already a good worker 
with potential to be a superstar. . . 
Needs to develop his personality, 
which has been the main downfall 
of many transfers from the amateur 
game in recent years. . . Seems to 

have a better presence because he’s 
got a powerful-looking physique to 
go with the natural strength. 

RAY "THE CRIPPLSR" STEVENS (5-9. 2 25) 
Real name - Carl Raymond Stevens 
Age - 52 
Years pro - 38 

Hometown - New York, New York (now 
lives in Fairfield, Montana) 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Ray Shire 

Without question one of the all-time 
greats in the mat business. . . Many 
tab the Ray Stevens of the early 
1960s as the equal of today's Ric 
Flair. . . Turned pro in 1949 at 
the age of 15 when he embarrassed 
several pros in a YMCA. . . Spent 
most of the 1950s touring with Roy 
Shire as The Shire Brothers, the 
leading tag team in the Southern 
U.S. . . First made his name as 
an International superstar in the 
early 1960s when Shire opened up 
a wrestling circuit in the San 







Francisco area and brought in his 
old tag team partner to play lead 
heel. . . Stevens became the 
biggest box office attraction in 
the business as crowds of 16,000 
plus per month would attend his 
matches at the San Francisco Cow 
Palace. . . Held the West Coast 
version of the U.S. title six 
4 times and held the NWA World tag 
team title countless times as well 
with partners such as former Oakland 
Raider Don Manoukian, Pat Pattersnn 
*■ a n <3 the late Peter Maivia. . . Was 
also a daredevil, racing go-karts, 
motorcycles and riding in rodeos. . 
Lived life in the fast line for 
many years, which resulted in 
numerous injuries. . . In the mid- 
1960 s was not only one of the top 
money wrestlers in the world, but 
was also one of the nation's best 
go-kart raceirs. . . Suffered a 
broken leg in a 1969 motorcycle 
race and was never the same again, 
although he still for years was a 
top performer. . . Finally left 
San Francisco in 1971 for the AWA. 

. . . Stayed in the AWA for five 
years, holding its tag team title 
with Nick Bockwinkel on two 
occasions. . . Then went to every 
circuit in the land, and captured 
, regional titles everywhere. . . 
Although he was in his late 40s, 
Stevens was still pushed as a top- 
of-the-line performer through his 
1982 WWF feud with Jimmy Snuka. . . 
Has retired, and come out of 
retirement, several times since 
then. . . Has only worked a handful 
of matches, basically as a sub, 
in 1986 so for all real purposes 
his career is now over. . . Held 
the AWA tag team title with Pat 
Patterson 1978 - 79 . . . Has mainly 
been a heel, but also a babyface. 

Many wrestlers who toured the 
country recall Ray Stevens as 
being the best wrestler of the 
1960s. . . At one-time held World 
title recognition on the West 
Coa®t and on July 15» 1967* Stevens, 
the West Coast World champ, met 
Bruno Sammartino, the East Coast 
champ and defeated him. . . W a s 
mainly a tag team performer by 
the late 1970 s because of age 
and injuries, but still could 
turn it on when he had to. . . 
Excellemt on interviews as well. 

. . . Stevens currently works as 
a booker and sometimes road manager 
for the AWA. 

THE SPOILER (6-4, 245) 

Real name - Don Jardine 
Age - 46 
Years pro - 29 
Hometown - Windsor, Ontario 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Don Jardine, 

Super Destroyer 

£ 

Veteran performer who is one of 
the most famous masked men of 
all-time. . . Originally trained 

by the legendary Whipper Watson 


and made his pro debut in 1958 at 
the age of 18. . . Became famous 
as The Spoiler, particuarly in 
Texas, in the early 1970s. . . 

Spent most of his career returning 
to Texas. . . Has been in and out 
of the business in recent years. . . 
Joined WWF after the McMahon buy-out 
of Georgia Championship Wrestling in 
1984. . . Too old, slow and not 
marketable enough to be pushed so 
mainly works on Titan's foreign 
tours. 

Spoiler was also considered a good 
worker in his day, but age has slowed 

* him up completely and he hasn’t adapted 
to the change in work-rate. . . Masks 
aren't an effective tool anymore because 
so much depends on facial expressions. 

. . . Simply an out-of-date performer. 

MONGOLIAN STOMPER (5-U. 218) 

Real name - Archie Gouldie 
Age - 50 (born 11/2/35) 

Years pro - 25 
Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - Archie Gouldie, 

The Stomper 

Veteran heel type who turned pro 
after a career with the Saskatchewan 
Rough Riders of the Canadian Football 
League. . . Trained by Joe Millich 
in St. Louis. . . Worked throughout 
the country, generally wearing 
oversized boots and using the 
Stomper gimmick. . . Was a typical 

geek heel monster with a manager for 
most of his career. . . First was 

known as the Mongolian Stomper in 
1965* • • Was a main eventer on-and- 
off in Western Canada for virtually 
his entire career. . . Probably the 
best conditioned older wrestler in 
the sport, as he runs marathons and 
does lots of endurance training. . . 
However doesn't have endurance to 
work long matches. . . Has a brief 
fling with the AWA in early 1986 but 
now is back working independent shots 
here and there. 

Stomper looks good in the ring for 
his age because of his training 
lifestyle. . . His work is basically 
poor, with nothing but stomps and 
his geek act. . . Needs a manager as 
his role as a crazed Mongolian doesn't 
allow him to do interviews. . . Probably 
won't be on the scene much longer. 

CHIEF JAY STRONGBOW. JR. (5-11, 220) 

Real name - Don Factor 
Age - 27 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

(now lives in Los Angeles, California) 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - None 

A popular independent performer in 
Southern California who is no relation 
to the famous Chief Jay ^trongbow (Joe 
Scarpa) of an earlier era. . . 

Trained by Eddie Rodriguez (ring name 
Cyclone Negro). . . Hasn't worked for 
any major promotions. . . At one time 
was near conclusion of a deal to 

work for Titan however McMahon brought 
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Steve Gator Wolf instead. 

This Strongbow, who is half-Italian 
and half-Jewish (that’s okay, 
the original Jay Strongbow wasn't 
an Indian either) is a solid worker 
but doesn't have the charisma to 
be a major force on a large 
circuit. . . Pretty well a big fish 
in a small pond in Southern Calif¬ 
ornia. 

."BIG" JOHN STUDD ( 6-64, 320) 

Real name - John Minton 
Age - 38 
Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Mighty Minton, 
Chuck O'Connor, Captain America, 
Executioner #2, Superstar #2 

A huge and basically untalented 
wrestler who has made it to the 
top by wearing lifts in his boots 
and billing himself as anywhere 
from. 6--8 to 7-0 and his weight 
as high as 400 pounds and feuding 
with Andre the Giant. . . Discovered 
while working as a bouncer in a night 
club that several Southern Calif¬ 
ornia wrestlers used to frequent. . . 
Originally trained by Killer 
Kowalski and debuted using the 
ring name "Mighty Minton" as a 
large jobber on the West Coast. . , 
Went to New York, where they've 
always liked their wrestlers 
big and slow, using the ring name 
Chuck O'Connor in 1972-73 but 
was basically a second match 
wrestler losing to the likes of 
Tony Garea. , . Many wrestlers 
note that O'Connor, without the 
lifts in his shoes, couldn't get 
over because he wasn't any good, 
but was far better than today's 
John Studd. . . Basically worked 
the smaller circuits gaining 
experience until his return to 
New York in 1976 as Executioner #2 
with partner Executioner #1 {Killer 
Kowalski). . . The two won the WWWF 
tag.title in April, 1976 from Tony 
Parisi & Louis Cerdan (Gino Brito). 

. . . The two dropped the straps 
at the end of the year. . . Went 
to Texas as the masked Captain 
imeirica, and later after losing 
lis hood, was unmasked and Fritz 
Von Erich gave him the ring name 
of John Studd. . . Basically used 
that name for the last decade with 
the exception of a 1980-81 stint 
under the mask as Superstar #2 
with Bill Eadie as The Masked 
Superstars tag team which held 
a regional tag title for Crockett. 

. . . Returned to the WWF at the 
end of 1982 where he was given his 
first big push as a singles star. . . 
To accentuate his size, took to 
wearing of lifts and started 
billing himself as 6-10 and 
frequently challenged and lost 
to WWF champ Bob Backlund. . . 

Got into a feud with Andre the 
Giant wipich still goes on today. 


His size and lack of speed made him 
the perfect foe for Hulk Hogan as 
well, and in 1984 when Hogan came to 
the WWF, Studd's career was revitalized. 

. . . Hogan-Studd and Andre-Studd have 
drawn many huge gates, although some 
of the worst bouts in history have 
been the result. . . Will no doubt 
remain with the WWF for life, and 
barring a career ending injury will 
stay on top due to his size. 

All size aside, both real and exaggerated, 
Studd is among the worst grapplers 
in the business. . . Still, earns 
in the $5,000 to $6,000 per week 
category as the foe for Andre and 
Hulk. . . Has no speed, wrestling 
knowledge cr movement of any kind. 

... . Gets by simply on physical 
size. . . Very uncoordinated as 
well. . . Is responsible for Hulk 
Hogan's famous bad knees, which came 
from a September, 1984 match at 
Madison Square Garden when Hulk 
was dropped wrong by Studd. . . 

Has learned to do a very effective 
interview and is among the more 
effective heel draws and most 
recognizable names around. . . Named 
as the most overrated wrestler in 
the business in 1984. . . Ig among 
the strongest wrestlers in the 
business as he can bench press 585 
pounds, but rarely shows any example 
of that strength in the ring. 

KEVIN SULLIVAN (5-6, 220) 

Real name - Kevin Sullivan 
Age - j?7 (born 10/26/49) 

Years pro - 17 

Hometown - Boston, Massachusetts (now 
lives in Tampa, Florida) 

Promotional affiliation - Independents 
Other ring names - Kevin Caldwell 

The "fat little midget" who has had 
a surprisingly successful pro career. 

. . . Began in 1970 and got his first 
taste of success in 1973 when he held 
the Florida tag team title with Mike 
Graham. . . Spent most of his career 
as a babyface, nicknamed "The Boston 
Battler." . . . Was a competitive 
bodybuilder, winning the ‘Mr. Tennessee 
contest. . . Was always a solid 
babyface getting into lots of long 
feuds and was effective in them. . . 

Turned heel several times in the 1980s 
and for the past few years has worked 
exclusively under the very controversial 
"devil worship” gimmick. . . Although 
that gimmick did put him at the top 
in Florida, it has kept most of the 
major circuits from even booking him. 

. . . Aside from Florida, has spent 
the past few years working high for 
the independents in Hawaii and Canada 
because the U.S. promoters believe 
his gimmick is beyond the boundaries 
of good taste. Even Vince McMahon 
won't book him. . . Used wife Nancy 
Sullivan as valet "The Fallen Angel." 

. . . Has had heated feuds with Bob 

Roop, Austin Idol, Eddy Mansfield 
and many others as a babyface. . . 

No longer has the bodybuilder 
physique. . . Had a series of matches 
in 1984 and 1985 with Blackjack 




Mulligan dubbed Hangman's Noose 
matchesi where the only way to win 
was to hang the opponent until he 
is killed. . . No deaths were 
recorded in these events although 
at times during the feud, Sullivan 
stabbed Mulligan in the heart with 
a knife and another time Sullivan 
and friends beat up Mulligan so bad 
it was alleged that he suffered a 
heart attack (although Mulligan 
even came back to wrestle one week 
later). . . Obviously this kind of 
act doesn't go over well with 
anything but the most low-class 
audiences. 

The younger Sullivan was a good 
hard-working type. . . Actually was 
a strong grappler until he got so 
into his gimmick. . . Has suffered 
back injuries from the years of 
taking big bumps and heavy lifting 
and is no longer capable of doing 
much but kicking and punching in 
the ring, . . Does his gimmick well 
and is very strong on interviews, 
either as a heel or a babyface, 
whiffih explains his surprising 
success in the profession since 
guys his size are rarely put over. 

THE MASKED SUPERSTAR (6-2, 255) 

Real name - Bill E a die 
Age - 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(now lives in Atlanta, Georgia) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Bill Eadie, Bolo 
Mongol, Black Crusher, Billy 
Crusher, Ron Fury, Super Machine 

One of the most famous and most 
successful masked men of all-time. . 
Trained by Newton Tattrey (Geto 
Mongol) and started out as Geto's 
tag team partner as one-half of 
The Mongols in 1972. . . The original 
Mongols consisted of Geto and Beppo 
(Nikolai Volkoff today), but when 
Volkoff left to do his Russian 
gimmick, Geto trained this large 
powerlifter type as his new 
partner. . . Was a poor worker under 
that name, but gradually improved. . 
Became The Masked Superstar in 1977 
and hit it big in the C a rolinas as 
a heel. . . Biggest success came 
1979-83 when he mainly wrestled 
out of Atlanta and was the tcjp heel 
along with Ole Anderson on the WTBS 
Georgia Championship Wrestliig; show . 

. . . Turned into one of the top 20 
wrestlers in the country as a master 
of the cobra hold. . . Made a big 
hit in Japan as well, and has made 
19 tours of the Orient for Antonio 
Inoki. . . Spent the early 1980s 
alternating between his big money 
Japan tours and his slot in Atlanta. 

. . . Formed a tag toam with the 
Super Destroyer (Scott Irwin) in 
Atlanta and with Superstar #2 (John 
Studd) in both Atlanta and the 
Carolinas. . . After the fall of 
the Atlanta office, went to the 
WWF in late 1983 but many bitter 
feelings erupted and he left the 


area. . . Aside from a' brief stint 
in Atlanta, has worked the past few 
years in Montreal and Japan, or on 
outside tours in places like the 
Middle East and Pakistan, Where he 
worked without his mask. . . Has a 
brief stint in the AWA as well along 
with an even briefer one in Mid 
South. . . Rejoined Titan since he 
was given the role of Super Machine 
to team with Andre the Giant as 
Giant Machine for a series of main 
events starting in August. . . 
Actually the Giant Machine & Super 
Machine combination was originally 
formed in Japan when N e w Japan felt 
it needed to do something to bring 
back the lagging drawing power of 
Andre, . . Has had several knee 
injuries and, in the ring, is only 
a shadow of his former self. 

The Superstar of the early 1980s 
was one of the best workers around. 

. . . Very strong on interviews as 
well. . . His limited mobility has 
turned him into a well below 
average foe and he's gained about 
20 pounds from his prime Japan 
weight. . . Formed a strong tag 
team in Japan with Dick Murdoch 
several years ago, however in recent 
years Murdoch has had to carry the 
duo. . . Basically this Super Machine 
gimmick is probably his last major 
run at the top, , . In recent years 
the mask has hurt, however he uses 
it to maintain privacy outside the 
ring. . . is actually very good- 
looking and could use it to his 
advantage in the business as a 
babyface or cocky heel, but never 
has. 

N0BUKIK0 TAKADA (5-11, I85) 

Real name - Nobuhiko Takada 
Age - 24 (born 4/12/62) 

Years pro - 6 

Hometown - Yokohama, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Mr. Takada 

Probably pound-for-pound the finest 
of today's wrestlers. . . Destined 
for superstardom in Japan. . . Downed 
Shiro Koshinaka on May 19, 1986 in 
Tokyo to win the IWGP World jr. 
heavyweight title and currently owns 
it. , . Trained by Antonio Inoki 
starting in March, 1980 and made his 
pro debut about a year later. . . 

After 10 months of working underneath 
as a jobber, was sent to Calgary where 
he gained a great deal of popularity 
for a skinny (I65 pound) prelim guy. . 
Returned from Calgary in March, 1983 
and mainly worked in prelims. . . 

Quit New Japan to join the UWF in 
April, 1984 and became one of its 
most popular and best wrestlers. . . 
Even defeated the great Satoru Sayama 
in an early 1985 match. . . After 
the UWF folded, returned to New 
Japan but this time in a larger 
role. . . Throws perhaps the best 
dropkick in pro wrestling and has 
the fastest kicks and a super belly-to- 
belly suplex. . . Despite his lack 
of visibility, was rated in the top 
118 





30 in “both 1984 and 1985. . . 
Because of His UWF background, 
isn't as great in the New Japan 
rings as he could be, but is 
still a top-10 performer. . . 

If he added high spots and 
wouldn't work so stiff, he could 
be the No. 1 wrestler in the 
world. 

Takada's main problem is he 
doesn't use all of his immense 
talents. . . He was so "into" 
the old UWF style (trying to make 
everything look legit) that by 
adding entertainment moves like 
dropkicks would be against his 
credo, so he sticks with submission 
moves (boring to all but the most 
maniacal of fans) and simple 
take-downs. . . Still often shows 
his "combinations." . . . Virtually 
every match he's ever been in has 
been excellent, even moreso than 
Ric Flair. . . Within a few years 
should be Japan's No. 1 lighter 
weight star. . . Probably will 
never be pushed in the U.S. 
because of size, although he's 
good enough that given a chance 
and used correctly, he’d be damn 
effective. 

SHUNJI TAKANO (6-3, 230) 

Real name - Shunji Takano 
Age - 22 (born 2/16/64) 

Years pro - 5 
Hometown - Iwakuni, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Younger brother of pro wrestler 


known as The Cobra. . . Made pro 
debut late in 198I at the age of 16, 
following in his older brother’s 
footsteps. . . Wrestled mainly in 
Calgary, thus his designation as one 
of the Calgary Hurricanes. . . Jumped 
from New Japan, where he started, to 
All Japan, through the advice of Mr. 

Hito. . . Throws a tremendous dropkick. 
• . . Is still basically a mid-level 
performer. 


Takano has suffered many injuries in 
his brief career which have prevented 
him from achieving the heights many 
have expected from him. . . Can’t 
train as hard as his fellow Japanese 
due to the injuries which probably 
will end his career at a young age. 

. . . Lacks genuine wrestling 
knowledge but has some very flashy 
moves. . . Is still young enough and 

for his age, is an excellent performer 
but his physical shape is of one much 
older. 


‘'HOLLYWOOD” JOHN TATTTM (6-2, 235) 

Real name - j 0 hn Frankel 
Age - 

Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Pensacola, Florida 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Franklin Hayes 

Started his career under the name 
Franklin Hayes, billed as the older 
brotherof Freebird Michael Hayes. . , 
in reality, the two are not brothers 
although they did grow up together in 
Pensacola, Florida and are related. . 
Worked independents for a few years 
before getting his first break with 
World Class in 1985 through usage of 
his girlfrient Missy Hyatt as h*« 
valet. . . Having the valet ga 1 
some stature in World Class, bi 
moving to the UWF in the summc 


NOBUHIKO TAKADA THROWS A SPINNING 
BACKWARD KICK AT KUNIAKI KOBAYASHT 


George Takano, who is better 1986. 
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Tatum was a poor performer who 
is also weak on interviews. . . 
Gets over mainly through Hyatt 
although he has improved his 
ring work in recent months to 
where he is decent. . . Now teams 
with Jack Victory. 


TERRY TAYLOR (6-0, 210) 

Real name ,- Paul Terrence Taylor III 
Age - 30 Cloorr, S/I2JSO 
Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Vero Beach, Florida 
(now lives in Alexandria, 
Louisiana) 

Promotional affiliation - Mid 
South Sports 
Other ring names - None 


Placed fifth in the Florida state 
high school wrestling meet at 175 
pounds in 1974. . . Was also a 
top-notch swimmer and diver as a 
prep athlete. . . Went to Guilford 
College in Greensboro where he 
wrestled. . . Son of a gynecologist 
just like Ric Flair. . . Turned 
pro in the summer of 1979 after 
being trained by Jack Brisco aiflid 
Steve Keirn. . . Because of his 
good looks and fine athletic ability, 
was given a minor push after being 
a pro for less than a year. . . 

Mainly worked near the top for 
the smaller circuits before getting 
his big break with Mid South in 
1984 when he was pushed into 
headline status. . . Held all the 
regional titles in that area, 
including North American in 
1985. • . Left for Crockett 
promotions that summer, and 
within a few months had captured 
the National title from Black 
Bart on Atlanta’s WTBS. . . 

Returned to Mid South, now UWF, 
before 1985 was out after losing 
the National belt to Buddy Landel 
because he felt he wasn't gettimg 
a strong enough push. . . Rated 
No. 29 in the world in 1985. . . 
Basically works near the top as 
a teeny-bopper hearthrob type 
for UWF. . .Is capable .of having 
excellent matches when he's in 
with the top grapplers. 


Taylor's good looks often over¬ 
shadow the fact he's a very good 
wrestler. . . Interviews are only 
average as he plays a calm role, 
but really hasn't mastered the art 
of selling himself outside the ring. 
. . . Good looks, which in a sense 
are his selling point to get 
recognition, are also in a sense 
his biggest detriment. . . Tgylor 
looks like such a "pretty-boy" 
type that fans can't envision him 
as a brawler able to take on the big 
heels which is why he hasn't been 
pushed quilte to the top. . . Has 
the ability to work at the top of 
a card right now, just needs a 
little change in the way fans 
perceive him. . . Perceived mainly 
as a "boy-next-door type" who is 
fine on the card, but not headlining 
it. 


GENICHIRO TENRYU 

GENT CHIRP TENRYU (6-1, 235) 

Real name - Genichiro Shimade 
Age - 36 (born 2/2/50) 

Years pro - 10 

Hometown - Katsuyama, Fukui , Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - The Great Tenryu, 
Mr. Tenryu, Genichiro Shimade, 
Tenryu Shimade 


TERRY TA7T.0 
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Former star in sumo wrestling 
using the ring name Tenryu. . . 

W a s frustrated that he wasn't 
promoted to the top in the sumo 
world (sumo, like pro wrestling, 
is worked) so quit sumo for the 
pro ring. , . Trained by Terry 
Funk and made his pro debut in 
West Texas in late 1976. . , 

Started as an apprentice sumo 
in December, 1963 at the age 
of 13. . . Lacked charisma and 
was considered -very overrated 
for many years. . . Worked on 
several U.S. circuits with only 
a fair amount of success, but was 
always pushed as a main eventer 
in Japan. . , Came into his own 
as a perfdrmer in 1984 and by 

1985 was a genuine superstar anfld 
rated No. 22 in.the world. . . 
Current holder of the United 
National title in Jap®n and also 
a former co-holder of the Inter¬ 
national tag team title. . . Won 
the tag title in September, 1984 
by teaming with Jumbo Tsuruta to 
defeat Jerry Blackwell and Bruiser 
Brody in an elimination match after 
Giant Baba (Tsuruta's former tag 
champ partner) had bowed out of 

the title picture. . . The two 
lost the belts on February 5> 

1986 in Osaka to Riki Choshu and 
Yoshiaki Yatsu. . . First shot 
at the United National belt came 
in October, 1983 but he was 
defeated by Ted DiBiase. . . 

It was then announced that DiBiase 
lost the title to Michael Hayes 
(in a match that never took place), 
who then lost it to D a vid Von Erich 
(in a match that did) in Dallas. 
Tenryu was to defeat Von Erich for 
the title on February 23, 1984 in 
Tokyo, however Von Erich died two 
weeks earlier and Tenryu won an 
elimination match pinning Ricky 
Steamboat. . . Has been a major 
star for All Japan ever since. . . 
Vacated the title in 1986 but in 
a tournament, regained it by 
pinning Ted DiBiase on April 26, 
1986 in the finals. . . When 
Riki Choshu and his group joined 
All Japan in 1985. Tenryu was 
forced to improve or lose hiis 
standing on top, which he did. 

Today's Tenryu is a very good 
wrestler. . . Lacked charisma 
in his younger days but has 
gained weight, improved his 
charisma and his technique and 
is among the top stars in the 
world. , . Probahly couldn't make 
it on his own in the U.S. although 
ability-wise he's superior to most. 

LSS THORNTON (5-8^, 225) 

Real name - Leslie Thornton 
Age - 52 (born 4/9/34) 

Years pro - 26 

Hometown - Manchester, England 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - The Professional 


A great technical wrestler who turned 
pro in 1961 after a five year career 
as a pro rugby player in his native 
England. . . First came to North 
America in 1970 and has basically 
worked low-to-middle on cards ever 
since. . . Known in the business as 
a.shooter, and has made men twice his 
size and half his age back down in 
genuine conflicts. . . Held the NWA 
World jr. title many times beginning 
in March, 1980 when he was first 
awarded the title via forfeit as 
champ Ron Starr wouldn’t lose to 
him. . . Because of his short stature 
and calmness on interviews, has 
mainly been a journeyman pro and 
his stature as jr. champ only served 
to kill whatever credibility was left 
with the title. . . For instance, 
lost the title on May 24, 1982 in 
Japan to Tiger Mask, then returned 
to the U.S. without the belt, but 
soon was billed as champ again. . . 

The most hilarious part of his 
holding the jr. strap was that 
he had put on so much weight that 
he weighed more than many heavyweights 
and outweighed his foes by 20-35 
pounds. . . In Japan, once as champ, 
when forced to weigh in, had to 
work non-title bouts because he was 
well over the weight limit. . . 

Went to the WWF as part of the 
takeover of Georgia Championship 
Wrestling in 1984, where he has 
worked strictly as a part-time 
jobber. 

Thornton’s genuine skills simply 
don't go over with the WWF crowd. . . 
Age has taken a lot out of him 
and doesn't work high-flying style, 
instead concentrates on controlling 
foes which seems boring to today’s 
fans. . . Actually is among the 

premier legit grapplers in the WWF. 

. . . Weak on interviews as well. . . 
Simply working as a jobber designed 
to let others show their skills off. 

BLACK TIGER (5-8, 185) 

Real name - Mark Hussey 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 15 
Hometown - London, Englatnd 
Promotional affiliation - England 
Other ring names - Mark "Rollerball" 
Rocco 

Snn of Jim Hussey, a veteran heel 
in the British mat scene in the 
1960s. . . Held World titles in 
various lighter weight divisions 
in England. . . Also held the WWF 
jr. title in Japan, winning the 
vacated title by defeating El Gran 
Hamada (after Tiger Mask had knee 
surgery in 1982) and losing it to 
Tiger Mask on May 25, 1982. . . 

Used the ring name Mark Rocco in 
England and wears a black tiger mask 
in Japan under the name Black Tiger. 

... . In Japanese TV cartoon lore, 
Tiger Mask, a cartoon hero, always 
had a villainous adversary called 
the Black Tiger, whn> in the cartoon, 
was also his long-lost brother. . . 
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When Tiger Mask gained so much 
popularity in Japan, Rocco was 
brought in to be his villainous 
opponent. . . Despite having only 
worked one U.S. match his entire 
career (A match vs. The Cobra from 
Madison Square G a rden which appears 
on the "Best of the WWF, Vol. 1 
videotape), has been rated in the 
top 50 the past few years. 

Rocco is an excellent worker who 
takes great bumps and knows how to 
agreesively control a match. . . 

Has made nine tours of Japan since 
debuting as Black Tiger in 1982 . . . 
Strong on interviews as well. . . 
Size has kept him from working 
North America, plus the fact he 
has a family in England that he 
doesn't want to leave. . . Could 
be a great worker on any U.S. 
circuit, however. 


young Misawa to be his'hand- 
superstar. . . Used the ring 
The Kamikaze while in Mexico 
he did some incredible dives out 
of the ring. . , Returned to Jaoan 
on August 26 , 1984 by defeating'La 
Piers before more than 13,000 fans 
in Tokyo. . . The next year was tough 
for Mask, because he was trying to 
do everything to make fans forret 
Sayama, and he had shoes to fill that 
were simply impossible. . . Did a 
great job, however and improved to 
the point many considered him the 
best acrobatic wrestler around. . 

His dangerous moves, such as a dive 
over the top ropes, with a flip in 
mid-air and splash, onto a foe 
outside the ring, resulted in 
elbow and knee problems quickly. . . 
fiy the summer of 1985 he had to 
take.several months off to rest 


THE HIGH FLYING TIGER MASK 


TIGER MASK (5-11. 185) 

Real name - Mitsuhara Misawa 
Age - 24 
Years pro - 5 
Hometown - . Saitama, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Mitsuhara 
Misawa, The Kamikaze 

A former Japanese national champion 
in high school wrestling at 165 
pounds in 1980. . . Turned pro in 
1981 under his real name. . . 

Was mainly a jobber for the larger 
Americans, but was able to impress 
fans, and more importantly, 
promoters, with his balance, skill 
and guts. . . Left for Mexico in 
1983 where he was trained in the 
high flying style by La Fiera. . . 
At the same time, Ikki Kajiwara, 
who owned the trademark to the 
Tiger Mask cartoon as he was the 
creator, had broken off relations 
with New Japan and Satoru Sayama, 
the original Tiger Mask, at this 
point was retired. . . Kajiwara 
sold the rights to Giant Baba to 

use Tiger Mask, and Baba chose the 
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worked a slightly less dangerous 
style but still filled with great 
moves. . . Leading rival is Kuniaki 
Kobayashi and the two had the best 
matches in wrestling in 1985 , 
including a June 21 meeting in Tokyo 
that Tiger Mask lost, judged the 
match of the year. . . Won the NWA 
International jr. title by pinning 
Kobayashi on August 31 , 1985 . . . 

Has since vacated the title to 
concentrate on working as a heavyweight, 
which many feel was a poor promotional 
move because he works best against 
the smaller and faster grapplers. 

. . • Rated No. 29 in the world in 
1984 and No. 14 in 1985 . 

Tiger Mask has a great knowledge 
of moves and is a good acrobatic 
performer as well. . . Simply 
excellent with a.good gimmick. . . 

problem is being compared 
with a legend. . . Simply doesn't 
have.the speed Sayama had or the 
charisma, but is great. . . Barring 
injuries, should be a superstar 
on the Japan and even U.S. scene 
if given a chance for the next 
decade. • • 1981 Japan 188 pound 
freestyle national champion. 






JUMBO TSURUTA 

debut on national television on 
March 24, 1973- ■ • Before long was 
the No. 2 star of All Japan and 
a frequent challenger for World 
champions like Jack Brisco, Terry 
Punk and Harley Race and AWA champs 
like Verne Gagne and Nick Bockwinkel. 

. . . Won the AWA version of the 

World title on February 23, 1984 from 
Nick Bockwinkel in Tokyo. . . Lost 
the strap to Rick Martel on fray 13, 
1984 in St. Paul. . . Has held the 
International title, the highest 
ranking title of the All Japan 
Promotion since August 31» 1983 
when he defeated Bruiser -Brody in 
Tokyo before 13,000 fans. . . 


KING TONGA (6-1, 242) 

Real name - jjliuh' 

Age - 27 (born 2/10/59) 

Years pro - 9 
Hometown - Tonga islands 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Tama Tonga, 

Prince Tanga, Tonga, King 
Kpng Tonga. Tonga Fufita 

The only actual native of Tonga 
on today's pro mat scene. . . 

Found in Tonga by Giant Baba 
and sent to Texas and was trained 
by Terry Funk in 1978. . . Was a 
high flying prelim guy who an 
exceptional dropkick in his early 
years. . . Used the ring name 
Prince Tonga early on and made 
his Japan debut in 1980 and was 
given a minor push. . . Has never 
established himself as a top-of- 
the-line-performer while in Japan. 

. . . Worked mainly as a heel, 
because of his exotic background 
and his strength, was pushed rather 
hard although he was never a great 
worker. . , Worked Florida, the 
Carribean and AWA high on cards. . . 
Biggest break came in Montreal 
where he headlined as a heel against 
Dino Bravo 1984-85 and became a 
babyface there in 1985. • . 

When the Montreal office had a 
temporary merger with Titan 
Sports late in 1985» Tonga went 
with Bravo to Titan. . . Tonga 
stayed with Titan after the merger 
fell through, mainly working 
prelims. , .His work rate dropped 
dramatically while in Montreal, where 
the circuit isn't much for work 
rate. . . Has gotten even worse 
with Titan. , . Basically another 
name jungle-boy babyface who has 
been unable to establish any genuine 

iWASsIftfe- • • Used sumo name 

Tonga v?as a good worker with 
exceptional agility before he 
got lazy in Montreal. . . Now is 
lazy and poor in the ring. . . 

Weak on interviews as well. . . 

Will have a hard time maintaining 
his current status unless he 
changes his work habits. 

"JUMBO" TSURUTA (6-3, 260) 

Real name - Tomomi Tsuruta 
Age - 35 (born 3/25/51) 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Yamanashi, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

The only Japanese wrestler ever 
to tour the United States holding 
a major U.S. version of the World 
title. . . Represented Japan in 

freestyle wrestling in the 1972 
Olympic Games in Munich, but lost 
in the first round and was elim¬ 
inated. . . Interesting note that 
he was in the same weight class 
(heavyvreight) as future pro foe 
Chris Taylor, although they didn't 
wrestle ever as amateurs. . . 

Trainee by Dory Funk, Jr. after 
the Olympic games and made his 
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Although he's been a major superstar 
for more than a decade, actually 
lacks a little in charisma. . . 
Weighed about 235 in his prime 
in. the late 1970s. . , Held the 
United National title on many 
occasions along with the Int. 
tag team title with partners 
Giant Baba and Genichiro Tenryu 
on frequent occasions. . . Also 
won the annual tag team tournament 
in Japan with both Baba and Tenryu 
. . . Has basically been rated 
from No. 20 to No. 40 in"the 
world over the past five years. . . 
Holds wins over more top U.S. stars 
than perhaps any active grappler, 
including pins over such folks as 
Ric Flair, Nick Bockwinkel, Road 
Warrior Hawk, Bruiser Brody, Roddy 
Piper, Ricky Steamboat, Ted DiBiase, 
Terry Funk, Terry Gorqy, Rick Martel, 
Harley R a ce, Yoshiaki Yatsu, Dick 
Slater and Chavo Guerrero. 

Tsuruta has always been a fine 
grappler and still is. . . Has 
slipped from his prime of about 
five years ago and so many Japanese 
stars have surpassed him so his 
popularity isn't what it should 
be. . .Is said not to like 
wrestling, however does so because 
he respects Giant Baba. . .Is 
very wealthy. . .Has worked many 
main events in the U.S. . . 

Probably will retire within a 
few years. 

GORO TSURUMI (5-10, 238) 

Real name - Goro Tsurumi 
Age - 37 (born 11/12/48) 

Years pro - 16 

Hometown - Yokohama, Japan 

Promotional affiliation - All 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Ho Chi Lau, 

Amateur mat star at Yokohama U. \ . 
Veteran middle-of-the-card 
Japanese performer. . . Teams 
with Rusher Kimura and Ashura 
Hara to form the International 
Blood Army. . . Mainly a heel who 
uses foreign objects and basically 
the fall guy in tag team matches. 

. . . Debuted in the summer of 
1971. . . Spent most of his 
career working in Western C a nada 
as a Vietnamese heel or in Europe. 

Tsurumi is a hard worker and 
vastly underrated. . . Has good 
moves, however he's never been 
pushed to the top and isn't 
outstanding by any means either. 

. . . Never has established himself 
as any kind of a star in Japan. 

UMANQSUKE UEDA (6-0, 220) 

Real name - Uraanosuke Ueda 
Age - 46 (born 6/20/40) 

Years pro - 26 
Hometown - Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Mr. Ito, 

Professor Ito, Ten Gu, 

Mr. Ueda 


The first bleached-blond Japanese 
heel. . . Basically divided time 
between the U.S., where he was never 
able to establish himself, and Japan, 
where he was one of the leading 
heels throughout the 19 70s. . . 

Formed a tag team with Tiger Jeet 
Singh whidh headlined both the 
All Japan and New Japan ring. . . 

Basically choked and used foreign 
objects, a style which went out of 
vogue when the young skillful Japanese 
took over. . . Held the tag title 
for the New Japan group with Singh, 
then jumped with a fat contract 
offer to All Japan. . . Was eventually 
fired by All Japan and returned to 
New Japan, where he was fired 
again. . . Brought back as a babyface 
tag team partner for Antonio Inoki 
in 1986 and has gotten a little run 
out of it. 

Ueda was never a strong wrestler 
by today's standards but raised 
a lot of heat with his heel antics 
in the 19?0s. . . A very poor 

performer lacking in stamina and 
ill-equipt to wrestle today's 
hard Japanese style. . . Probably 
will be phased out for good within 
a year or two. 

MAD DOG VACHON (5-6f, 215) 

Real name - Maurice Vachon 
Age - £3C U'Ti 9729/2?) 

Years pro - 36 

Hometown - Montreal, Quebec (now 
lives in Omaha, Nebraska) 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - Maurice Vachon 

Veteran performer who is likely older 
than his listed age. . . Represented 
Canada in the 1948 Olympics as a 177 
pound wrestler. . . Known in his 
prime, and in fact, well after it, 
as someone never to mess with. . . 

Held the AWA World title on five 
occasions in the mid-1960s. . . 

First won it from Verne Gagne on 
May 2, 1964 in Omaha but dropped 
it back on the May 16 card. . . 
Regained it from Gagne on October 
20, 1964 in Minneapolis and kept 
it through May 15. 1965 when he lost 
to the Mighty Igor (Dick Garza) 
in Omaha. . . Vachon defeated Igor 
on May 22, 1965 for his third reighn 
before dropping it to The Crusher 
on August 21, i.965. . . Regained it 
from Crusher on November 12, 1965 
in Denver and held it for exactly 
one year before losing in 1966 on 
November 12 to Dick the Bruiser in 
Omaha. . . Vachon defeated Bruiser 
to regain the belt on November 19 
in Omaha, before losing it for the 
final time to Gagne on February 26, 
1967 in St. Paul. . . Later won 
the tag team title with brother Paul 
"Butcher" Vachon from Bruiser and 
Crusher on August 30, 1969 and 
kept the straps until falling to 
Red Bastien and the late Hercules 
Cortez on May 15, 1971. . • From 
a famous pro wrestling family. . . 

Besides his brother, his daughter 
Vivian was one of the top lady 
wrestlers of the early 1970s who 
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retired after managing former 
wrestler Buddy Wolff. . . Niece 
Angela Vachon uses the ring name 
Miss Luna and nephew Mike Vachon 
has worked as well. . . Stayed 
active throughout the 1970s 
switching between Montreal and 
the AWA. . . Gained his reputation 
in the 1950s as a dangerous man 
for his many off-the-mat brawls 
which he always won. . . Basically 
spent the past 20 years living off 
his old reputation as his body was 
shot and he couldn’t do much in 
the ring. . . Was still used as 
a main eventer in the AWA as late 
as 1984, when he left for the WWF. 

. . . Fans in WWFland laughed at 
the feeble and overaged Dog and 
he basically was limited to working 
just his old stomping grounds where 
he maintained surprising popularity. 
. . . Remains active although mainly 
works independents. 

For more than 15 years, Vachon has 
been a terrible performer. . . 

Got over in the 1960s and kept 
being pished. . . Did a great crazy 
act which kept him over long after 
he should have been. . . Very 
ugly and threatening on interviews 
which made his act believable. . . 
Probably won't work much longer for 
the major groups, if at all. 


the tag team title with partner Brutus 
Beefcake and the intercontinental 
title in recent years. . . Was a 
leading threat to former WWF champ 
Bob -tiacklurid during a 1981 tour. . . 
Rated as high as No. 18 in the world 
in 1981 and fell out of the top 50 
for the first time in 1985- 

Valentine is a very solid worker 
who isn't particularly flashy. . . 
Knows how to make a match good, 
even with not-so-good opponents. . . 

Is strongest in long matches, however 
rarely gets to wrestle them. . . 

Main roie right now is to cover 
for the ineptness of partner Brutus 
Beefcake. . . Average on interviews. . 
Pretty well stale in the WWF right 
now but shows bo signs of wanting 
to leave the big money. . . ftight 
now just another face in the crowd. . . 
Although a good worker, never could 
make it in Japan because of his lack 
of speed. 

JIMMY VALIANT (6-0f, 240) 

Real name - James Valen 
Age - 44 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Chicago, Illinois (now 

lives in Charlotte, North Carolina) 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - Jim Valen, King 
James 


GREG "THE HAMMER" VALENTINE (5-llJ, 238) . , 

Real name - John Anthony Wisniski, Jr. Nicknamed the "Boogie-Woogie man". 


Age - 38 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Seattle, Washington (now 
lives in Tampa, Florida) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Baby Face Nelson, 
Johnny Valentine, Jr., Johnny 

Fargo 

Son of former wrestling legend 
Johnny Valentine (John Wisniski, 

Sr.). . . Made pro debut as 
Johnny Valentine, Jr. in 1969 
but his father didn't like the 
idea of having his age revealed 
by having a son that old, so 
insisted he take the name Greg 
Valentine and bill himself as 
Johnny's younger brother. ... 
Actually the two worked together 
very rarely and Greg never pushed 
the fact, until the last two or 
three years, that he was Johnny's 
son. . . Made his reputation 

completely on his own, unlike 
most sons of famous wrestlers. . , 
Wrestled with Don Fargo as the 
Fabulous Fargo brothers holding 
a version of the World tag title 
in the early 1970s. . . Has worked 
virtually everywhere and been on 
top almost everywhere. . . Sometimes 

seems out of place in the WWF 
because he's simply a solid, not 
flashy worker who does little in 
the way of clowning. . . Has been 
a heel most of his career. . . 

Was both a tag team partner and a 
enemy in feuds of Ric Flair in 
the 1970s and 80s. . . Has been 
with the WWF since the early 

part of 1984. . . Has held both 


A basic character babyface with 
zilch as far as athletic talent. . . 
Pushed as a middle-of-the-card 
bloody comic relief man. . . R a rely 
wrestles matches of more than 5*00. 

. . . Virtually always in the worst 
match on the card. . . Began in 
1989 under his real name as a TV 
loser in the AWA. . . Became the 
bodybuilder (believe it or hot), 
Handsome Jimmy Valiant in the WWWF 
as a babyface , who later turned 
heel on Chief Jay Strongbow in 
1971- ■ • Gained much of his early 
fame with alleged brother Johnny 
Valiant as The Valiant Brothers tag 
team which held versions of the World 
tag team title in Indiana, WWWF 
and on the West Coast from 1973- 
1977. • • Several illnesses slowed 
Jimmy's career and destroyed his 
genuine ability. . . Valiants got 

back together as a team in 1979 
in the WWF, although Jimmy was more 
or less forced out and the tag team 
champs were Johnny and new brother 
Jerry Valiant (Jerry Heenan, brother 
of Bobby Heenan who was best known 
in wrestling under the name Guy 
Mitchell). . . Seemingly was at the 
end of his career when he went to 
Crockett in the early 1980s. . . 
Turned babyface and gets a great 
reception and has been kept around. 

Basically a terrible worker lacking 
in moves, stamina and athletic 
ability. . . Gets by simply by 
being the lovable town drunk type 
character who guys wild, although 
he makBs little sense, on his 
interviews. . . Has long bleached 
blond hair and a bleached blond beard 
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which makes him look like Santa 
Glaus. . . A big favorite in 
Tennessee. . . Probably won't 
last much longer. 

JOHNNY VALIANT (6-0, 238) 

Real name - Thomas Sullivan 
Age - 39 (born 11/25/46) 

Years pro - 21 

Hometown - Pittsburgh, Pennsyl¬ 
vania 

Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Johnny Sullivan, 
John L. Sullivan 

Mainly works now as a manager for 
Titan Sports. . . A basic prelim 
wrestler from his pro debut in 
1966 through 1973 when he hooked 
up with Jimmy Valiant and became 
a Valiant brother. . . The two 
headlined as tag team champs 
throughout the United States 
and even held tag team titles 
in Japan, despite not being very 
good in the ring. . . Were color¬ 
ful performers who did nonsensical 
interviews. . . Had more or less 
been phased out of wrestling, 
working only independents when 
Titan picked him up to manage 
Brutus Beefcake in late 1984. 

Valiant was a journeyman pro 
with little ability who had a hot 
gimmick and made it to the top 
for a few years. . . R a rely 
wrestles now, and when he does, 
has little ability to display. 

JESSE 11 THE BODY" VENTURA (6-2^, 245) 
Real name - James Janos 
Age - 35 
Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - The Great 
Ventura 

A former high school swimming 
star. . . Turned pro after a 
tour of Viet Nam and spending 
several years pumping iron to 
emulate his idol, Superstar Billy 
Graham. . . Much of Ventura’s 
reportoire is copied from Graham, 
who was the leading heel in the 
AWA when Ventura returned from 
the service. . . Got his first 
push in Oregon where he was put 
over as a heel for several years 
before of his physique. . . Got 
national attention when he went 
to the AWA in 1979 and he got over 
through his interplay with TV 
announcer Gene Okerlund, who he 
nicknamed "Mean Gene.” . . . 

In August, 1980 captured th® 

AWA tag team titles with partner 
Adrian Adonis as "The East-West 
Connection.” . . . The two held 
the titles for about a year before 
losing them to Greg Gagne & Jim 
Brunzell. . . Ventura basically 
supplied the talent on interviews 
while Adonis carried the team 
inside the ring. . . Adonis & 
Ventura made their first WWF 

tours in 1982, before returning 


to the AWA at the end .of that year. 

. . . Jumped back to the WWF durinp 

the war year of 1984 but plans to 
push him fell apart in September of 
that year when a blood clot in his 
lung hospitalized him. . . Ventura 
claimed it was from chemicals used 
in Viet Nam, although others claim 
it was due to Ventura's prolonged 
usage of anabolic steroids. . . 
Returned to the ring in late 1984 
but his health was so that he could 
never be pushed... . Had to take 
medication which causes his blood 
not to clot, and the blood thinners 
would make a ring cut, something 
required in main events, run without 
clotting which could be exceptionally 
dangerous. . . With his health 
failing, was put on the air as a 
color TV commentator after the WWF 
fired Angelo Mosca, Sr. for being 
inept. . . Gained great popularity 
in his role as heel TV commentator 
and got a huge national following, 
despite remaining as a heel. . . In 

his occasional appearences in the 
ring, was cheered wildly, even 
against the most popular of babyfaces 
including Hulk Hogan. . . Health 

has never permitted him to return 
on a full-time basis. . . Got a role 
in an Arnold Schwarzeneggar flick 
in the spring of 1986 which wasn't 
arranged by the Titan offices and 
was nearly fired over accepting the 
job. . . Announced his retirement 
upon completion of the movie although 
it isn't known whether that includes 
announcing, or if he really was 
serious about it in the first place. 

Ventura got over great through 
copying the Billy Graham style 
and having a tremendous voice on 
interviews. . . Was never a good 

worker in the ring. . . Not so bad 
he couldn't be carried by a good 
tag partner, although after his 
health problems, really lost a lot. 

. . . His future probably is in 
either acting or TV announcing, 
certainly not in the ring except 
perhaps for a comeback feud as a 
babyface. . . One of the most 
popular heels in the country. 

NIKOLAI VOLK OFF (6-3, 280) 

Real name - uosip Pernzovic 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 19 

Hometown - Yugoslovia (now lives 
in Silver Springs, Maryland) 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Beppo Mongol, 

Boris Bresnikoff 

Trained by Newton Tattrey, at the 
time a journeyman grappler. . . 

With Volkoff's huge size, especially 
for grapplers of that ara, Newton 
had him shave his head and the two 
were The Mongols, an awesome tag 
team which sold for nobody. . . 

Came into the Northeast in 1969 
billed as International tag team 
champs, just one year after Volkoff 
had turned pro. . . The Mongols 
left New York for Lake Erie in 1971, 
never losing their tag team title 
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■ • .Quit wrestling for a short 
time in 1972 to attempt a career 
in pro boxing. . . This left Geto 
Mongol to bring in a Bolo Mongol 
(now the Masked Superstar) as his 
tag team partner. . . Returned to 
wrestling to team with Geto for a 
short while before going on his own 
under the ring name Nikolai Volkoff 
in late 1973. managed by Fred 
Blassie. . . Originally Volkoff was 
billed from Siberia, but later from 
Outer Mongolia. . . Wrestled all 
over the country as a Russian, 
however in the AWA used the ring 
name Boris Breznikoff in deference 
to a tag team of the 1960s of Boris 
and Niecoli Volkoff which headlined 
Midwest rings. . . Gimmick of sing¬ 
ing the Russian national anthem 
before matches was created by Bill 
Watts in 1984. . . Singing gets 
tremendous heat. . . Was working 
in Atlanta during the WWF takeover 
and was one of the few grapplers 
who accepted the offer to join 
Titan. , . The move revitalized his 
career, although he had generally 
been a main eventer because of the 
Russian gimmick and his size. . . 
Held the WWF tag team title with 
the Iron Sheik twice in 1984-85, 
and mainly wrestles tag matches 
now. 

Volkoff was a legitimate power¬ 
house, but had little in the way 
of agility. . . Actually was 
rather clumsy, even in his prime, 
just using the size and power 
gimmick to get over. . . Has a 
bad back so doesn't take many 
bumps anymore. . . Basically a 
cartoon character, but still gets 
good heat from the Russian gimmick 
although he's stale as a draw in 
the WWF. 

KEVIN VON' ERICH (6-1, 205) 

Real name - Kevin Adkisson 
Age - 29 S//S~/$7) 

Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Lake Dallas, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

High school standout in football 
and track. . . Played fullback for 
North Traxas State University as 
a freshman during the 1975 season 
and started, but his reckless style 
caused numerous injuries and he 
quit school to become a pro 
wrestler in late 1976. . . Because 
of his name, was pushed as a star 
from day one. . . Son of legendary 
wrestler Fritz Van Erich, whose real 
name is Jack Adkisson. . . An 
excellent athlete in his youth, 
but is basically blase about the 
business and has fallen greatly from 
his performance peak of three years 
ago. . , Used to specialize in 
acrobatic flying moves, but knee 
and shoulder injuries have basically 
limited him to brawling and rest 
holds. . . Wrestled virtually his 
entire career in Texas as a main 

eventer. . . R a ted No. 28 in the 


world in 1984 but fell out of the 
top 75 the next year. . .Has only 
worked sporadically the past few 
months due to chronic shoulder 
problems. . . Probably won't ever 
work full-time again. 

Von Erich was an exciting acrobatic 
wrestler, very light in size, who 
simply has ceased to work. . .His 

opponents say he's among the most 
difficult wrestlers to work with. . . 
Interviews are delivered well, but 
his brain somehow screws up while 
delivering and often makes no sense 
whatsoever. . . Will, because his 
father is the promoter, remain a 
superstar for as long as he stays 
active. , . Had considerable appeal 
at one time as a teeny hopper heart- 
hrob, but that basically is gone as 
he approaches 30. . .A one-time good 
draw, but no longer the case. 

KERRY VON E3T CH (6-2, 245) 

Real name - Kerry Adkisson 
Age - 26 (born 2/3/60) 

Years pro - 9 

Hometown - Lake Dallas, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Another member of the most famous 
wrestling family in the world. . . 
Son^of Fritz Von Erich, and brothers 
Kevin and Mike also wrestle. . . 
Brother David died in February, 1984 
while on a tour of Japan at the age 
of 25 . . . David was a leading name 
bandied about as a World title 
holder. . . A great prep athlete 
at Lake Dallas High School, winning 
the 1977 state championship in the 
discus and setting a record which 
still stands with a 202-foot toss. . . 
Went to the University of Houston on 
a football and track scholarship. . . 
Red-shirted football his first year 
and made his pro debut on Thanksgiving 
weekend in 1977 beating Gary Hart. . . 
Probably possesses the finest physique 
ever in pro wrestling. . . Dropped 
out of the University of Houston after 
a freshman year which saw him win 
the Texas Relays in track's discus. . . 
W ? nt wrestling full-time and 

with his image as the classic naive 
"dumb jock" became one of the most 
popular wrestlers in history. . . 
tfas the top babyface in the country 
with the exception of Hulk Hogan 1982 - 
84. . . A tremendous draw at one 
point. . . Won the NWA World title on 
May 6, 1984 at Texas Stadium from 
Ric Flair before 32,123 fans paying 
$402,000—the second largest gate in 
history at the time, . . Lost the title 
back on May 24, 1984 in Yokosuka, 

Japan in a 2 out of 3 fall match. . . 
Was rated No. 19 in the world in 
1984 and improved greatly into early 
1985 , when all of a sudden, turned 
into a rather stiff worker. . . 

Has remained the leading superstar 
for World Class, however his once 
great drawing power has fallen off 
greatly, , . Much of his appeal was 
to teenage girls, a fickle lot which 


changes idols after a two-year period 
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Top: Kevin and Kerry Von Erich 

in Japan. Rights Kevin Von 
Erich. Bottoms The formerly 
high-flying Kevin Von Erich 


and by 1985* his primary appeal 
was gone. . . Has mainly wrestled 
in Texas and exclusively as a 
babyface. . . Was beginning to 
tour Japan regularly when his 
career was shattered in a motorcycle 
wreck in early June. 1986. . . 

It is expected he won't be back 
in the ring until well in 198? 
and it's questioned if he'll 
ever be the same. . . Has a very 
stormy reputation within the 
business. 








Von Erich's primary attributes 
are the fact he's very lithe and 
has an exceptional dropkick for 
one so muscular. . . Can be led, 
with a good opponent, into a 
fantaastic match, but doesn't have 
a clue on how to carry a bad foe. . . 
Work rate has dropped over the 
last year but was still capable 
of having good matches while in 
Japan. . . Interviews are poor, 
mainly because his vocabulary is 
non-existent and he's forever 
making up words that don't exist. 

. . . Still, will be a big name 
throughout his career as long as 
his father's promotion remains 
above water. 

LANCE VON ERICH (6-1, 235) 

Real name - Kevin Vaughn 
Age - 27 (born 4/24/59) 

Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Arlington, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Ricky Vaughn 

Billed as the son of former wrestler 
Waldo Von Erich, who is billed as 
the brother of Fritz Von Erich, 
thus he's billed as the first 
cousin of the Von Erich kids. . . 

Of course, none of that is true. . . 
Actually he is a very distant cousin 
on his mother's side of Doris 
Adkisson, the wife of Fritz Von 
Erich. . . Made pro debut in 1985 
in Portland using the ring name 
Ricky Vaughn. . . Came to Dallas 
as Lance Von Erich at the end of 
1985. . . Main attribute is his 
good physique, as he once competed 
in bodybuilding contests, and his 
good looks. . . Is almost too much 
of a pretty boy type so men fans, 
who are the majority, don't like 
him. , . Has gotten a big push 
from day one, although it's certainly 
not because of his ability. 

Lance is simply put, awful in the 
ring. u .He's probably the perfect 
example of a guy with two left 
feet, although he has a nice athletic 
look about him. . . Still new, but 
just hasn't improved enough although 
when he started he was far worse. . . 
Very stiff on interviews as well. 

. . . Will still be pushed as a big 
star because he was given the Von 
Erich name. 

MIKE VON ERICH (6-1, 185) 

Real name - Michael Adkisson 
Age - 22 
Years pro 3 

Hometovm - Lake Dallas, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

The youngest active member of the 
wrestling Von Erich clan. . . Looks 
very much like his late brother 
David, but wrestles nothing like 
him. . . Made pro debut m November 
18, 1983 in San Antonio defeating 
Buddy Roberts. . . Pushed hard from 
the start, and green as grass and 
just as light as grass, held Ric 


Flair to a draw after just three 
months in the ring. . . Held the 
American title as a rookie and 
lost only one or two matches all 
year. . . Missed many matches due 
to frequent shoulder problems. . . 

Had a major shoulder operation in 
late August, 1985 to correct his 
recurring problems, and nearly died 
a week later after contracting toxic 
shock syndrome and having a 10? 
degree fever. . . Returned to the 
ring on July 4, 1986 but simply 
should not be there. 

Mike Von Erich is the paramount 
example of a promoters' son in a 
business he has no place in, and 
getting a push. . . His frequent 
out-of-ring headlines for auto 
accidents and DUI's have shown the 
guy simply shouldn't be in this 
type of business. . . His light 
frame tells it as well. . . Simply 
is, and always will be, a poor 
performer. . . Makes little or no 
sense on interviews. . . Is actually 
a very pathetic case since it's said 
he wants no part of wrestling either, 
it's something forced upon him by 
family pressure. . . Unlike his 
older brothers, was not an outstanding 
athlete who showed great potential 
for sports. 

BARON VON RASCHKE (6-2^, 245) 

Real names - James Raschke 
Age - 45 
Years pro - 21 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - Jim Raschke, Von 
R a schke 

Former great amateur heavyweight at 
the University of Nebraska who was 
considered a hopeful for the 1964 
Olympics. . . All-Army champ in 
1963 and All-American in college. . . 
After a stint in the service, went 
into teaching, but left after one 
year for the pro ring. . . Made a 
big hit using the Gorman gimmick (his 
heritage really is German). . . Used 
a monocole and was a hated nazi-type 
in the Midwest for 15 years before 
turning babyface. . . Has suffered 
many severe injuries in the rimg, 
particularly to his shoulders which 
have left him as just a shell. . . 
Spent most of his career with either 
the AWA as a lead heel or the Indiana- 
based WWA. 

Von Raschke is simply an out-of-date 
performer. . . Once a great pro, 
but injuries and age have messed 
him up badly. . . Does good gimmick 
interviews. . . B a ld headed with huge 
ears making him kind of a cartoon-like 
figure. . . Was a gimmick babyface 
for a number of years, but has been 
a poor performer since his recent 
shoulder operations in 1982. 

KLAUS WALLAS (6-2, 236) 

Real name - Klaus Wallas 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 4 
Hometown - Austria 

2 9 



Promotional affiliation - European 
Other ring names - None 

One of the leading heavyweight 
judokas in the world before getting 
into pro wrestling in 1983 . . . 
Represented Austria in the 1976 
Olympic games and finished sixth 
in the heavyweight division in 
judo. . . Won a silver medal in 
the 1980 games and won the World 
Cup tournament in 1978. . . One 
of the leading heavyweights in 
Europe. . . Current holder of 
the European title. 

Wallas has good potential in the 
ring but is still working U.S. 
or Japanese style since the style 
in Europe is much different. . . 
Because of that, will probably 
never develop the International 
reputation but is going to remain 
a top star in Europe. 

OTTO WANZ (6-2, 360 ) 

Real name - Otto Wanz 

Age - 44 

Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Graz, Austria 

Promotional affiliation - European 

Other ring names - None 

A rotund man who held the AWA 
World title in 1982 for a three 
month period, both winning and 
losing it from Nick Bockwinkel 
in the Midwest. . . That was his 
only U.S. wrestling tour. . . Both 
the leading promoter in Europe 
and alLso has pushed himself as 
the leading mat star on the 
continent. . . Has been recognized 
as World champion in Europe for 
the past four years. 

Wanz has surprising agility for one 
so large, but was basically not 
very good by U.S. or Japan standards. 
. . . Too large, with only a few 
moves but can do steamrollers 
and headscissors moves. . . One 
of the world’s best at tearing up 
phone books. . . Turned to pro 
wrestling in 19^9 after not doing 
nearly so well in a fling at pro 
boxing. 

’’COWBOY” BILL WATTS ( 6 - 3 , 278) 

Real name - William Watts, Jr. 

Age - 47 (born 5/5/39) 

Years pro - 25 

Hometown - Bixby, Oklahoma 

Promotional affiliation - Mid South . 

Sports 

Other ring names - None 

The promoter, and now a leading 
babyface for the UWF. . . One of 
the best wrestlers in history 
doing interviews. . . One of the 
leading grapplers in the sport 
during the 1960 s and 1970 s. . . 

Played college football at the 
University of Oklahoma on the same 
team with Wahoo McDaniel, although 
he didn’t start, and in fact, didn’t 
finish out his tenure over a 
disagreement on the value of weight 
training. . . Was one of the first 
big, powerhouses in pro wrestling 

and could bench press more than 500 


pounds in the pre-steroid era. . . 
Played with the Houston Oilers as 
an offensive tackle in 1961 and 
started pro wrestliing in the off¬ 
season to augument his income. . . 

Never went back to football. . . Also 

wrestled at the University of Oklahoma 
but had the misfortune to be on the 
same squad as Dale Lewis, an Olympic- 
calibre star and NCAA champ who 
wrestled in front of him at heavyweight 
and later turned pro. Lewis younger 
brother, Gene, wrestles for the WWF 
under the name Cousin Luke. . . 

Because of his size and power, and 
genuine athletic background, was a 
superstar from the start in the pro 
ring. . . W a nted to become World 
champ in 1969 and wrote a strong 
letter recommending himself to Sam 
Muchnick, however nobody else spoke 
up for Watts when the NWA board had 
its meeting and the title went to 
Dory Funk, Jr., through some manipu¬ 
lations from his father. . . Although 

Funk went on to become one of the 
great World champs, at the time, the 
consensus was that Watts was the 
better wrestler. . . Continued to 
be a main eventer throughout the 
rest of his career, and later became 
promoter in the Mid South area. . . 

Built the Mid South, n®w UWF, into 
the No. 3 promotion in the country. . . 
Has frequently come out of retirement 
and drawn huge crowds. . . Retired 

originally nearly five years ago due 
to recurring knee problems. . . Seems 
to be working a full-time schedule 
now and his knee problems are under 
control. 

Whilffl Watts retains a great deal of 
popularity in his area and can do 
great interviews, his work in the 
ring is limited to guys running 
into his fist. . . Drew the largest 
house ever in the old Madison Square 
Garden against Bruno Sammartino in 
1965- • . Probably has as good a 
wrestling mind as anyone in the 
business. 

K0K0 B. WARE (5-6, 215) 

Real name - Koko Ware 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 8 

Hometown - Union City, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Titan 
Sports 

Other ring names - Sweet Brown 
Sugar, Stagger Lee, PYT #1 

A dropkick specialist who is 
nicknamed "The Birdman." . . . 

Basically a middle-of-the-card 
performer with good athletic 
ability. . . Has worked in the 
middle throughout the country but 
never has been able to make a big 
hit. . . Formed an excellent tag 
team with Bobby Eaton in 1 98 2. . . 
Worked with Norvell Austin as the 
Pretty Young Things tag team 1983 - 84 . 

. . . Joined Titan Sports the summer 

of 1985- 

Ware doesn't have much in the way 
of wrestling skill, but has a great 
dropkick, a good workrate and some 
charisma. . . Handicapped by his 
size. . . Strong on interviews. . . 
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Because he's black, will basically 
be a role-player type babyface. 

GBC-RGB WELLES (6-lJ, 245) 

Real name - George W e iies 
Age - 37 
/ears pro - 13 

Hometown - Oakland, California 
Promotional affiliation - )jbrlJ 

(juvenile 

Other ring names - Master Gee 

An outstanding athlete who never 
made it in pro wrestling because 
of out-of-the-ring problams. . . 
Played college football at New 
Mexico State University and Chabot 
College in Hayward, Calif. . . 

Also wrestled as a heavyweight in 
college and did well in many AAU 
national tournaments. . . Went into 
Canadian football with the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats and Saskatchewan Rough 
Riders as a defensive end, earning 
all-pro honors twice during a nine 
year career. . . Started wrestling 
in the off-season in 1974 and 
became a full-time grappler in 
1980. . .Did well in several areas, 
but had problems showing up for his 
matches and was basically trudging 
along in the smallest of groipps 
when Bill Watts turned him into 
Master G and tried to make him 
a superstar in 1984. . . Welles 
blew that gig as well, and went 
to Titan Sports, where his problems 
were overlooked. . . Has mainly 
worked in prelims without getting 
a push with Titan. 

An ouststanding athlete who simply 
blew a great pro career. . .Weak 
on interviews. . . Fantastic 
agility for one so large. . . 

Just going through the motions 
now and no longer a good worker, 
but has the potential be have good 
matches when he wants to. 

"PISTOL" FEZ WHATLEY (5-9|, 220) 

Real name - Pez Whatley 
Age - 35 
Years pro - 13 

Hometown - Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Promotional affiliation - Jim 
Crockett Promotions 
Other ring names - Shaska Whatley, 

Mop Head Whatley 

''ormer college wrestler at the 
.niversity of Tennessee-Chattanooga 
who turned pro in 1974. . . Spent 
much of his career working for 
outlaw groups like Eddie Einhorn's 
IWA and Angelo Poffo's ICW. . . 

Really never made a major name 
for himself. . . In recent years 
has worked the middle of the cards, 
both as a heel and as a babyface 
for Crockett. . . Much better as 
a heel, although he plays kind of 
a stepin-fetchet black hharacter. 

Whatley is a very good athlete and 
has potential to have good matches. 

. . . Personality just isn't very 
good for a babyface. . . Rather 
obnoxious on interviews. . . Basically 
a role-playing black in the Crockett 
camp. 


STEVE "DR. DEATH" WILLIAMS (6-1, 270) 
Real name - Steve Williams 

Age - 27 
Years pro - 5 

Hometown - Lakewood, Colorado (now 
lives in N 0 rman, Oklahoma) 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - None 

Probably the single toughest man in 
pro wrestling. . . An all-conference 
and honorable mention all-american 
offensive guard with the Oklahoma 
Sooners in I 98 I. . . Blocked for 
both Billy Simms and M a rcus Dupree. . . 
W a s also an all-american heavyweight 
wrestler, finishing second in the NCAA 
tournament in 1982 , losing 4-3 to 
Bruce Baumgartner, who went on to 
win a gold medal in 1984 and several 
World championships. . . Turned pro 
in 1982 and was named rookie of the 
year. . . Left pro wrestling in 
September and returned to Oklahoma 
for his final year of football 
eligibility. . . Although a strong 
straight-ahead blocker, was considered 
too slow for the NFL and went to the 
New Jersey Generals of the USFL 
in the spring of 1983 as a 290 pound 
lineman. . . Was so heavy that he 
played little for the Generals and 
eventually was traded to the Denver 
Gold before the 1984 season, however 
they tried, unsuccessfully, to switch 
him to defense and he was then cut. . . 
Trimmed down to 254 pounds on a diet 
in 1984-85 and improved greatly as a 
pro wrestler. . . Named Most Improved 
Wrestler in 1985 . . . Held the Mid 
South tag title several times with 
partner Ted DiBiase 1984-86. . . 

Well known in Oklahoma for his 
football and college mat background. . . 
Has been pushed hard since the 
beginning of his career, at one 
point without much merit other than 
his potential worth. . . Rated No. 

38 in the world in 1985- • . Has 
worked in the Mid South, now UWF 
region his entire career and is 
a personal protege of Bill Watts. . . 

One of the strongest men in the 
sport, with good agility and dexterity. 

. . . With some added moves and more 

charisma, will be a superstar for 
years to come. . . Suffered a 1985 
ring injury which resulted in 108 
stitches taken inside of his eye. 

Williams has turned into a solid 
worker with perhaps the best stampede 
slam in wrestling. . . Wasn't always 
that way as he fumbled his way around 
the ring for a few years. . . Weak 
on interviews, but can get away with 
it because one look at him and you 
can tell he's tough. . . Will be 

a main eventer for any circuit that 
can push a genuine athlete. . . Has 
dieted on tuna fush to trim down and 
is now in better shape than in his 
days on the amateur mat. . . will, 

with the correct push, turn into the 
No. 1 rated American on Japanese mats 
and be a Bruiser Brody-level superstar 
in the United States. 
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BARRY WINDHAM AND MIKE ROTUNDO 


BARRY WINDHAM (6-4J. 230) 

Real name - Barry Windham 
Age - 26 (born 7/4/60) 

Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Sweetwater, Texas 

(now lives in Tampa, Florida) 
Promotional affiliation - Championship 
Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - Barry Mulligan, 
Blackjack Mulligan, Jr., Barry 
Windham-Mulligan 

Son of long-time pro wrestler 
Blackjack Mulligan and brother 
of Kendall Windham. . . Played 
wide receiver for West Texas 
State University as a 6-4, 170 
pound freshman in 1978. . . 

Turned to pro wrestling and 
debuted late in 1979 after being 
trained by The Funks. . . Went 
to Florida in 1980 and was pushed 
from the start as the youngster 
under the wing of Dusty Rhodes. . . 
Pushed originally as a young 
teeny-bopper hearthrob but 

develqped into a good worker as 
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well. . . Held regional titles in 
Florida and the Carolinas. .. Used 
the ring name Blackjack Mulligan, Jr. 
with hair died black and a phony 
mustache in 1981. . . First formed 
a tag team with Mike Rotundo in 
Florida. . . Went to the Carolinas 
in 1984 and was going to be pushed 
into the role now occupied by Magnum 
T.A. as America's hearthrob but 
instead opted for the WWF where he 
and Rotundo held the tag team title 
twice in 1984-85. . . Walked out of 
the WWF after a bitter dispute and 
went to Florida. . . Because of his 
fathers' rep, and his own quickly 
gaining rep after walking out on 
Crockett, most promoters won't use 
him. . . Is a main eventer and the 
No. 2 babyface in Florida but has 
the ability to be a superstar on 
any circuit. . . Unless he gets to 
the point promoters won't book him, 
with his looks and ability could and 
should be among the best wrestlers 
for the next decade. . . Rated No. 36 
in 1983 and No. 25 in 1984 but after 
3 2 
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losing his timing in the WWF, fell 
out of the ratings in 1985. . . 
las regained his old timing although 
his competition in Florida consists 
mainly of stiff and green newcomers 
or has-been types. 

Windham is a fine wrestler inside 
the ring with the right amount of 
charisma to make it to the top. . . 
Average on interviews, but makes 
it on his long blond locks. . . 

It appeairs 198? will be his year 
to becomp a World champion-Calibre 
superstajr with his heading to the 
Crockett area. . . Probably the 
best all!-around young wrestler in US. 

KENDALL WINDHAM (6-4, 1?0) 

Real name - Kendall Windham 
Age - 19 
Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Sweetwater, Texas (now 
lives in Tampa, Florida) 
Promotional affiliation - Champ¬ 
ionship Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - N 0 ne 

One of the biggest mysteries in 
wrestling is why Kendall Windham 
is being pushed. . . Far too skinny 
and lacking in any real ability 
to work, yet three months after 
his pro debut in the summer of 
1985» he won the Florida title 
and has held it for much of the 
next year. . . Brother of Barry 
Windham and son of Blackjack 
Mulligan. ... Has been pushed hard 
as a teeny-bopper type, but isn't 
even good looking. 

Windham is green and although he's 
improved quite a bit oyer his first 
year, he's still lacking. . . Even 
worse on interviews as he is in the 
ring and lacks any kind of physical 
credibility. . . In short, the guy 
may turn out to be something some 
day, but right now he's no t there. 

MR. WRESTLING §2 (5-9. 215) 

Real name - Johnny Walker 
Age - _ 

Years pro - 34 
Hometown - Atlanta, Georgia 
Promotional affiliation - Independent 
Other ring names - Johnny "Rubberman" 
Walker, Mr. Wrestling 

Long-time pro wrestling veteran. . . 

1 restled as Johnny Walker as a 
star in the South for nearly two 
decades before his aged look made 
him retire more-or-less in the 
early 1970s. . . Put on the hood 
as Mr. Wrestling #2 in Atlanta and 
got over big and was pushed as a 
star throughout the 1970s as tag 
team partner of the famed Mr. 
Wrestling, Tim Woodin. . . Was 

a main event star in Atlanta for 
more than a decade and later got 
over throughout all the Southern 
circuits as the master of the 
knee-lift. . . Was one of the 
leading names in the game, 
perplexing since he was already 
pas t-his-prime and he was never 
a major star as Johnny Walker. 
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Was still on top for the most part 
when he went to the WWF in the 
Georgia takeover of 1984. . . Was 

for the ‘most part discarded by the 
WWF, rarely allowed to win matches 
and mostly appear in prelims. . . He 
also was never brought to the 
television tapings and pretty well 
faded away in front of everyone's 
eyes. . . Finally left the WWF in 

1936 for short stints in Alabama 
and later worked for independents. . . 

Career appears to be finished for 
all real purposes. 

While Johnny ^alker was famous for 
his limberness, Wrestling II somehow 
got over on his shouting babyface 
interviews. . . His ability was 
decent during his prime and still 
as the beginning of his II days, 
but toward the end age simply had 
caught up with him. . . His size 

wasn't a factor in the South as 
they weren't used to supergiants 
during his prime. . . However, his 

move to the WWF spelled the end of 
his career, as he was simply toe 
small and not impressive in the ring, 
and masked men are no longer in vogue 
because it hides the facial features 
which are so important for a wrestler 
to get over nowadays. 


Veteran European star who is 

acknowledged as one of the most 

entertaining technicians in the 

World. . . Worked a little in North C 

America in the early 1970s on the 

West Coast and in Western Canada, 

with his size working against him 

and is great technique not being 

allowed to be displayed for fear it 

would show up the main eventers. . . 

Actually one of the finest technicians 

around. . . Mainly works in Austria 

and West Germany, with little time 

in his native England. . . Very 

popular there, although he isn't 

put over much because they like to 

promote big, slow heavyweights over 

quicker small guys. . . Wowed fans 

during a Japan tour in 1982 where 

he had tremendous bouts with Tiger 

Mask. . . Has been offered several 

chances to tour North America by 

various promoters but has consistently 

turned them down the last decade to 

remain close to his family. . . 

Younger brother Bernard Wright has 
worked in Western Canada, soirBstimes 
under the name Athol Foley. 

A sensational and very underrated 
worker because of his wanting to 
remain in Europe. . . Has lost a 

lot of his stamina in recent years 
but for brief spots, shows the old 
combinations. . . No longer put over 
in Japan because of his ihability''to * 

sustain the action for an entire bout 


STEVE WRIGHT (6-0, 190) 

Real name - Stephen Wright 
Age - 39 
Years pro - 18 

Hometown - Manchester, England 
Promotional affiliation - Europe 
0their ring names - None 
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on his own. 

KBIICHI YAMADA (5-3, 168) 

Real name - Keiichi Yamada 
Age - 21 (born 11/10/64) 

Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Hiroshima, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Dubbed the"Japanese Dynamite Kid" 
because of his similar style and 
moves patterned after the famous 
British star. , . Named rookie of 
the year in 1984 . along with Tom 
Zenk. . .Basically still a prelim 
wrestler in Japan, but has a strong 
following. . . Because of his great 
moves and strong following, will 
probably overcome his lack of size 
and become a top jr. heavyweight 
star in Japan in a few years. 

Yamada does lots of good moves, but 
his size makes it so he can't be 
matched believably with the U.S. 

grapplers. . . Basically puts up 
great fights before losing to the 
jr. stars nowadays and has gained 
surprising popularity because of 
it. . . A very good worker who is 
getting better. . . Probably will 
never make it in the U.S. . . 

Has a thick, blown up muscular 
physique. 

KAZUO YAMAZAKT (5-10, 165) 

Real name - Kazuo Yamazaki 
Age - 24 (born 8 / 15 / 62 ) 

Years pro - 5 
Hometown - Tokyo, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - New 
Japan Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - None 

Former UWF wrestler who is best 

known for his hard and fast kicking 
skills. . . Made pro debut for New 
Japan in 1982 and basically worked 
as a jobber, but a highly touted 
one with good potential until 
leaving the sport after 15 months 
in 1983 , claiming an injury. . . 
Quickly resurfaced as a martial arts 
teacher at "Tiger's Gym," a health 
and martial arts club run by Satoru 
Sayama, the original Tiger Mask. . . 
Spent a year as Sayama*s sparring 
and training partner and picked up 
great kicking skills in the process. 

. . . Returned in the spring of 
1984 with the UWF where he gained 
popularity for his hard fighting 
style and excellent bouts with 
Nobuhiko Takada. . . Rejoined N e w 
Japan with the other UWF guys in 
January, 1986 . . . Size is a 
detriment against the larger and 
stronger Americans. . , A solid 
middle-of-the-card wrestler right 
now who has the possibility of 
promotion if he adapts his UWF 
style back to that of normal pro 
wrestling. 

Yamazaki actually has limited 
experience in traditional pro 
wrestling since much of his career 
has been taken up with actual 
kick karate sparring and training 
and UWF-style wrestling. 


Still, has dynamic holds and kicks 
and is very tough. . . Built more 
along with lines of a boxer or kick- 
boxer with his thin but muscular 
frame. . . In excellent condition. 

yoshiaki YATSU ( 5-11, 230) 

Real name - Yoshiaki Yatsu 
Age - 30 (born 7/19/56) 

Years pro - 6 
Hometown - Guma, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Great Yatsu, 

Tola Yatsu 

Former and current amateur wrestling 
champion in Japan. . . An incredible 
athlete who captured Japan's freestyle 
heavyweight title in the 286 pound 
weight class in June, 1986 while 
working as a pro wrestler at the 
same time. . . One of the top 10 
pro wrestlers in the world right 
now. . . Placed sixth in the World 
Cup tournament in 1979 as an amateur 
and was a member of the Japan 1980 
Olympic team in freestyle wrestling 
but didn't compete because Japan 
boycotted the Soviet-based games. . . 
Made his pro debut on December 29, 

1980 in Madison Square Garden teaming 
with Tatsumi Fujinami to beat The 
Moondogs. . . Originally signed and 
trained by Antonio Inoki and New 
Japan. . . Spent the first six 
months of his career in the U.S., 
mainly wrestling in prelim matches, 
winning some, losing some. . . Worked 
in the WWF at the beginning. . . After 
a few Japan tours, went with Hiro 
Matsuda and toured several Southern 
promotions but getting little to no 
push although even then had developed 
into a fine grappler. . . Trimmed 
down and returned to Japan for good 
in.1983, then turned on Inoki and 
joined up with Riki Choshu's army. . . 
Went with Choshu in late 1984 in 
the jump to Baba's group and has 
been a superstar ever since. . . 

Turned pro weighing 250 pounds, but 
trimmed down as low as 205 during his 
pro career for the added agility. . . 
Bulked back up to 230 and will even¬ 
tually get to 250 because his goal is 
to capture a gold medal in the 1988 
Olympics. . . It's considered almost 
an impossible task to continue working 
pro style at the same time training 
for the Olympics, but Yatsu is going 
to try. . . Rated No. 30 in the world 
in 1984 and N 0 . 19 in 1985 and will 
certainly be in the top 10 this year. 

. . . Excellent moves. . . Current 
holder of the International tag team 
title in Japan with partner Riki 
Choshu, having defeated Jumbo 
Tsuruta and Genichiro Tenryu on 
February 5, 1986 in Osaka for the 
belts. . . Went to the finals of 
the 1985 tag team tournament with 
Choshu, going to a 3O1OO draw with 
DiBiase & Stan Hansen, but losing 
overall because the latter duo had 
a better record within the tournament. 

. . . May very well be the best 
wrestler in Japan and certainly 
the best "shooter." . . . size and 
lack of interviewing ability would 
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Young's basic strengths 
revolved the powerful 
springs in his legs. . . 
Dropkick, when timed 
right, was a sensational 
move. . . Also did leap 
frogs and the like, but 
never really learned to 
be a good wrestler, just 
was able to demonstrate 
some phenomenal moves. . . 
Injuries have probably 
affected his outlook on 
the business as well. . . 
Seems destined to be 
a journeyman type, in 
which case, his few 
phenomenal moves will 
have to be hidden for 
fear of overshadowing the 
wrestlers the promotion is 
pushing. 
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YOSHIAKI YATSU WHIPS TENRYU INTO A 

hurt him in U.S. . . Because of style 
may be better off as a babyface in 
U.S., but great wrestlers without 
a handle, especially from Japan, 
aren't the easiest to put over. 

Ability is no question here. . . 

The only question is how will 
amateur training, specifically in 
1988, affect pro performance. . . 

His dream seems impossible, but 
his easily winning the Japan 
freestyle title shows him to be 
an amazing athlete, as he'd trained 
intensely for just 10 days before 
the tournament and hadn* t had a 
competitive amateur match in six 
years. . . If he can place in the 
Olympics, would become a national 
hero and his place in wrestling 
history would be assured, but odds 
are against it. 


SKIP 


YOUNG (5-9i> 205) 

- Galton Young 


Real name 

Age - 30 
Years pro - 11 

Hometown - Fort Worth, Texas 
Promotional affiliation - World 
Class Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Sweet Brown Sugar 

A 1974 Texas state champion in the 
high jump as a high school athlete 
a 6-10J leap. . . Turned pro a few 
years later and immediately became 
known for his devastating dropkicks. 

. . . Pro career has been stormy. . . 
Worked as a masked man in Florida 
in 19^1 and got over big. . . Somehow 
was never able to equal his success 
and has been a journeyman most of 
his career. . . Lost his eye due to 
a ring injury, and his good eye got 
infected att one point and was nearly 
blinded for life. . . Was able to 
come black from those injuries, but 
has never been pushed as a star 
since. . . Has wrestled in Puerto 
Rico most of the past year. . . 

Young’s father and Fritz Von Erich 
were friends in the religious community 
and Young grew up and trained with 
the Von Erich kids. . . However, a 
falling out with Von Erich kept him 

away from Dallas for several 


CORNER 

MARK YOUNGBLOOD (6-0, 235) 

Real name - Mark Romero 
Age - 23 (born 7/21/6 3) 

Years Pro - 6 

Hometown - Amarillo, Texas (now lives 
in Dallas, Texas) 

Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Mark Romero 

From a famous wrestling family. . . 
Father Ricky Romero was a big-name 
star in West Texas from the late 1950s 
through the mid-1970s and still 
occasionally wrestles in Jaarez, 

Mexico. . . Older brother Steve 
Romero wrestled under the ring name 
Jay Youngblood before dying at the 
age of 30 of a heart attack while on 
tour of Australia in September, 1985. 

. . . Younger brother Chris Romero 
has used the name Chris Youngblood 
and debuted shortly after Steve died 
in 1985 at the age of 18, but hasn't 
wrestled much after fulfulling Steve's 
bookings. . . Basically has worked as 
a journeyman performer in the Central 
States and Texas, although he got a 
good push in 1984 while in the Mid 
Atlantic area where he held the NWA 
World tag title both with Wahoo 
McDaniel and with brother Jay Young¬ 
blood. . . Actually should have a good 
with future in wrestling. 

Youngblood is actually too good of a 
worker to be not getting pushed, 
however his interviews are weak 
and the Indian gimmick doesn't draw 
fans anymore. . . Could be a big 
favorite in the Carolinas where his 
brother and Ricky Steamboat formed a 
famous team, but apparently Crockett 
doesn't want to rekindle fans* memories 
of either Steamboat or Youngblood. . . 
Has the wrong last name to be pushed 
in his native Texas. . . A little 
chunky, which hurts in these days 
where the physique is king. . . Agile 
and extremely quick, and executes 
well. 


MEEL^BYSZKO (5-10, 215) 

Whistler 


Real name - Larr 


years. 


Age - 32 Ci2/i 

Years pro - 14 

Hometown - Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Larry Whistler 

The wrestler who is best known for - 
being the protege of Bruno Sammartino. 
. . . Actually was trained by Newton 

Tattrey, better known as Geto Mongol 
although he was friends with 
Sammartino and helped train David 
Sammartino. . . Was a good high 
school wrestler and was planning to 
attend Penn State as a wrestler, 
however got married instead and 
soon drifted into pro wrestling 
as the Sammartino-pupil babyface. . . 
Basically worked low on cards 
while trying to imitate Sammartino's 
way of moving. . . Toured the 
country, occasionally using his 
real name, but never being pushed 
as a major star, although his New 
York appearences gave him somewhat 
of a reputation. . . Held the WWWF 

tag team with with partner Tony 
Garaa 1978-79 before losing to 
the Valiants. . . Turned heel in 

1980 and_ became one of the leading 
superstars in the game. . . Voted 
both Most Improved Wrestler and 
Best Heel in 1980. . . Feuded with 

Bruno Sammartino setting gate 
records throughout the Northeast, 
which won feud of the year honors 
in 1980. . . One match in Shea 
Stadium drew a record gate of 
$5411770 on August 8 before 36,295 
fans (35,771 paid). The gate record 
is the largest in the history of 
pro wrestling in North America and 
has still never been approached. 

. . . Zbyszko earned $24,000 for 
his Shea Stadium main event, one of 
the largest payoffs for one match 
in the sport's history. . . Had a 
falling out with Vince McMahon 3r. 
shortly after and quit the WWF. . . 

Disappeared from the sport for 
more than a year before working 
independents. . . Has never come close 
to his 1980 accomplishments since, 
although he has been pushed in 
the AWA and in Georgia. 

Zbyszko is fantastic on interviews, 
however his size is a major detriment 
as a heel. . . In the AWA, gets lots 
of heat, however was brought in as 
a jobber, then pushed after everyone 
had seen him lose so many times that 
he never effectively drew. . . Very 
lazy in the ring although his ability 
is good. . . Matches generally aren't. 
Does a tremendous spoiled brat act 
which gets great heat. . . Could be 

used effectively as a heel, but his 
best role might be as a manager. . . 
Could be a great heel on the East 
Coast but bad blood will probably 
keep him from every working for 
the McMahons again. . . Was given 
the chance to return when Bruno 
Sammartino was brought back, but 
turned it down. 

TOM ZBNK (6-l§, 220) 

Real name - Tom Zenk 
Age - 26 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
(now lives in Montreal, Quebec) 
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Promotional affiliation - 71^* Sjp c (h 

Other ring names - None 

A former bodybuilder trained by Eddie 
Sharkey who debuted in early 198^. . . 

Fhysique and good looks should have 
brought him to stardom but is a 
rather stiff worker. . . Has mainly 

worked in prelims in the AWA before 
walking out on a contract dispute 
and main eventing in Oregon. . . 

Now works in Quebec where he is 
getting a push as a protege of Rick 
Martel. 

Zenk should have potential, but never 
has seemed to show it. . . Has ability 

to do some nice moves but for the most 
part can't work well. . . Not very good 

on interviews. 

BORIS ZHUKOV (6-2, 250) 

Real name - Jim fiarrell 
Age - 30 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Roanoke, Virginia 
Promotional affiliation - American 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - Private Jim 
Nelson, Boris Zurcohv, Jim 
Nelson, Jim Harrell 

One of the most amazingg transformations 
in pro wrestling was that of Zhukov, 
who went from a role of playing a 
Private in the U.S. Marines to the 
role of playing a heel Russian. . . 

Simply has never made it, even when 
pushed hard on several circuits. . . 

Now paints his face and is incredibly 
ugly with a bald scalp. . . Was a 

jobber for several years before being, 
hooked up with Sgt. Slaughter as 
the original member of the cobra 
corps along with Don Kernodle. . . 

Later turned babyface against 
Slaughter for a short stint before 
going to Mid South as a Russian. . . 

Has used the gimmick ever since, 
originally as Boris Zurcohv, later 
changed to Zhukov in the AWA. 

Zhukov is a pretty poor worker 
who hasn't been helped much in the 
AWA. . . Used to do interivews 
imitating Ivan Koloff, but now 
lets his manager do most of the 
talking. . . Basically a poor 

gimmick performer. 

MILES ZRNO (5-8, 180) 

Real name - Miles Zrno 

Age - 31 

Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Netherlands 

Promotional affiliation - Europe 

Other ring names - None 

A lighter weight scientific star 
in Europe. . . One of the biggest 
names in areas like Spain and 
Portugal. . . Has wrestled on 
occasion in Japan and challenged 
for the jr. heavyweight title. . . 
B a sically works in Austria and W e st 
Germany and often wrestles Steve 
Wright in scientific bouts. 

Zrno is versed in European style 
which doesn't translate well into 
North American or Japanese style. . . 

Can do some nice moves on his feet 
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but has mainly worked areas where 
the competition is no lacking that 
he's never had to improve. . . Has 
never toured North America and 
would look stiff and inexperienced 
if he did. 

BUCK ZUM HOFE (5-9, 190) 

Real name - Herman Zum Hofe 
Age - 31 
Years pro - 12 

Hometown - Hamburg, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Rock'n'Roll 
Zum Hofe 

Former high school wrestling star 
trained by Verne Gagne. . . Turned 
pro in 1975 and for the most part 
has wrestled in prelims. . . One 
of the first wrestlers to use a 
rock'n'roll gimmick in the late 
1970s, about five years before it 
became in vogue. . . Gained some 

popularity with it but was never 
pushed past the prelim level 
anyway. . . Basically faded away 
the past few years and now seems 
to be out of the business and 
owns a pub in Minnesota. 

Zum Hofe had good balance but 
was generally a poor worker. . . 

Size a detriment as well and 
was awful on interviews. . . 

Gained some fame for bringing 
in giant ghetto blaster into 
the rimg with him and coming 
to the ring with entrance music 
before it became in vogue. 

ADDITIONAL NAMES (newcomers or 
those without sufficient information 
on them or simply forgotten on 
original listing) 

BART BATTEN (5-8%, 200) 

Real name - Bart Batten 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 5 

Hometown-- Charleston, West Virginia 
Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring names - Mark Batten 

Currently wrestles in the Dallas 
area after stints in Memphis and 
Kansas City earlier in his career. 

. . . Tag teams with identical twin 

brother Brad. . . Form a decent prelim 

tag team... . Kind of small to be 

put over so probably won't make it 
on major circuits. . . Lacking in 

charisma although most promotions 
have tried to give them artificial 
charisma (fancy robes, entrance 
jackets). 

BRAD BATTEN (5-8, 200) 

Real name - Brad Batten 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 3 

Hometown - Charleston, West Virginia 
Promotional affiliation - World Class 
Championship Wrestling 
Other ring, names - None 

Twin brother of Bart Batten. . . 

Two are dubbed the U.S. Express 
in the Dallas area. . . The lesser 

experienced of the two. . . Hustling 

team but not high on ability. 


BAM BAM BIGELOW (6-3, 350) 

Real name - gcott Bigelow 
Age - 24 
Years Pro - 1 

Hometown - Atlantic City, New Jersey 
Promotional affiliation - buer/J 
Ck'iS ' 

Other ring names - Crusher Yircov 

Probably the hottest newcomer in 
wrestling since the Road Warriors. . . 
The most agile big man in the 
history of the sport. . . Can do 
cartwheels and dropkicks. . . 

Very solid worker. . . Leading 
candidate for rookie of the year 
in 1986. . . Sure to be a main eventer 
on any circuit he works and destined 
to be one of the biggest names in 
the sport for the next decade, barring 
an injury. . . Trained and managed 

by Larry Sharpe. 

NEGRO CASAS (5-5, 155) 

Real name - 
Age - 25 
Years pro - 7 

Hometown - Mexico City, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - 

A lightweight star from Mexico who 
is currently wowing fans on the 
independent shows in Southern 
California. . . Said to be one of 
the best workers in the world by 
those who have seen him. . . Has 

held lighter weight versions of 
the World title over the past 2% 
years. . . Should make a bigger name 

for himself this year with the added 
Southern California exposure. 

THE ANGEL OF DEATH (6-5%, 283) 

Real name - David Sheldon 
Age - 

Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
Promotional affiliation - ' 

yn>~J 

Other ring names - None 

A former two-time All-American football 
player as a defensive end. . . Made 
pro debut early in 1986. . . Has 
a shaved bald head. . . Trained by 

Red Bastien. . . Huge man who could 

be a major star with some more 
seasoning. . . Still very green in 

the ring. 

THE DESTROYER (5-9, 200) 

Real name - Dick Beyer 
Age - 55 (born 7/11/31) 

Years pro - 33 

Hometown - Buffalo, New York 
Promotional affiliation - None 
Other ring names - Dick Eeyer, Dr. X 

Probably the most famous masked 
wrestler of all-time. . . Originally 
a football and wrestling star at 
Syracuse University. . . Von the NCAA 

championship in 1953 at 177 pounds. . . 
Went on to coach both football and 
wrestling, as an assistant at Syracuse, 
and spend the summer workj ng as a 
babyface pro wrestler. . . Named pro 
wrestling rookie of the year in 1954. 

. . . One cf the most famous Americans 
to ever wrestle in Japan. . . Used 
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his real name throughout the 50 s 
but because of his size and the 
tact he only wrestled part-time, 
was never a big success despite 
his athletic background. . . 

First put on a mask while wrestling 
in Hawaii, because he was asked to 
work as a heel and he was afraid 
the word he was working as a villain 
might reach the University and cause 
him to get fired. . . Promoter Jules 

Strongbow in Southern California saw 
him, brought him to the area and 
called him The Sensational Intelligent 
Destroyer, the man with a deadly 
figure four leglock. . . Became the 


Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Calgary, Alberta 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 


The latest member of the Hart family 
who turned pro on June 7, 1986. . . 
An amateur wrestling champion. . . 

Destined for superstardom. . . 

One of the best rookies to come 
along with years. . . The guy simply 

has it all. 


MIGHTY INOUF (5-5, 195) 
Real name - Sueo Inoue 


hottest star in the Southern California Age - 37 (born 4/12/49) 


area and became an immediate legend 
in 1962 . . . Was asked to remove his 
mask and the height of his unpopular¬ 
ity but refused. . . Wound up quitting 

as a coach because he was making so 
much money im the ring. . . Went to 
Jajaan in May, 1963 an ^ Had a faroous 
match with Rikidozan, who died later 
in the year, which made him the No. 1 
heel in Japan. . . Was a frequent 
Japan visitor, plus worked in many 
U.S. circuits as The Destroyer. . . 
Held the AWA title under the ring 
name Dr. X from August 17-31 in 
1968 , winning and losing it from 
Verne Gagne. . . Had another famous 
match in Japan innMarch, 1973 against 
Giant Baba, in which if he lost, he 
said he would turn babyface and 
become tag team partner of the 
Japanese. . . He lost, and moved to 
Japan where he lived through June, 
1979- ■ • Was the star of a comedy 
TV show on network television in 
Japan, which for a few years was 
one of the top fivee rated shows 
in Japan. . . Became a major 

celebrity and huge drawing card, 
with his famous matches against 
the likes of The Funks, Abdullah 
the Butcher and Mil Mascaras. . . 
Pretty much semi-retired at that 
point aand moved back home to Buffalo. 

. . . Still tours Japan once or twice 

per year, mainly working low on the 
cards since his lack of stamina keeps 
him from headlining. . . Remains in 
great physical shape for his age, 
but not for main event wrestling. 


ED "THE BULL” GANTNER (6-3, 260) 

Real name - Edward G a ntner 

Age - 27 (born 2/4/59) 

Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Orlando, Florida 
Promotional affiliation- Championship 
Wrestling from Florida 
Other ring names - None 

former defensive lineman in the 


United States Football League who 
attended the University of Central 
,da._ ._ ..Played with Tampa Bay 


s«cks«wiiirriv 1984; 

Got into pro wrestling in early 
1986 after being trained by Hiro 
Matsuda. . . Still very green in 
the ring but is being put over 
because of his size and thickness. 


Years pro - 20 
Hometown - Osaka, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 
Other ring names - Marte 


OWEN HART 


Real name 
Age - 21 


( 6 - 0 , 205) 

- Owen Hart 


Inoue 

Veteran Japanese grappler. . . Spent 
most of his career with the IWE, 
which folded in 1981. . . At one 
time was the IWE champion and faced 
many top AWA stars like Billy Graham 
and Verne G a gne and Mad Dog Vachon 
in title defenses. . . Known as the 

Japanese Edouardo G a rp e ntier in his 
youth for his acrobatic moves. . . 

Went to All Japan with tag team 
partner Ashura Hara, known then as 
the Japanese High Fliers in late 
1981. . . Has wrestled mainly in 
the middle of the cards since then. 

. . . Upset Chavo Guerrero on 
February 26 , 1984 to win the Inter¬ 
national jr. title and retained it 
through June 8 , 1985 when he lost 
to the Dynamite Kid. . . Has mainly 
worked the middle of the cards 
since then... . A small, but fine 
worker in his prime, but is past 
his prime now. 


Jim Crockett 


BOBBY JAC-GERS (5-11, 250) 

Real name - Bob Jeadouin 
Age - 36 
Years pro - 19 
Hometown - Dunlap, Kansas 
Promotional affiliation - 
Promotions 
Other ring names - Bobby Mayne 

Started out wrestling as the brother 
of the late Lonnie Mayne in the late 
. . A basic journeyman pro 
big mouth. . . Plays a cowboy 
. Adequate in wrestling'skill 
experienced worker who has been 
all over the world. . . An experienced 
bleeder as well. . . Generally hard worker 
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with a 
role. , 
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Kazmaie r 


BILL KAZMAIER ( 6 - 
Real name - Bill 
Age - 33 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Los Angeles, California 
Promotional affiliation - Stampede 
Wrestling 

Other ring names - None 
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The current World record holder in 
the bench press with a 66l pound 
lift and acknowledged as one of 
the strongest man in the world. . 
Many time World and national 
powerlifting champion. . . Made pro 
debut in the spring of 1986 but 
apparently didn't last long. . . 
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incredibly strong but a stiff 
worker. . . ProbaULy could have 
been a superstar in an earlier era 
when his strength and physique would 
have been more out of the norm. 

BUTCH MILLER (5-6, 205) 

Real name - Robert Miller 
Age - 

Years pro - 

Hometown - Sydney, Australia 
Promotional affiliation - 
Other ring names - Bob Miller 

Veteran wrestler who has worked 
with Larry 0'D e a as the Australians 
and with Luke Williams as The 
Kiwi Sheepherders. . . Does a good 
crazy act. . . Bleeds heavily. 

I.'iR. POOP (5-8, 210) 

Real name - Tetsuo Sekigawa 
Age - 35 (born 2/25/51) 

Years pro - 15 

Hometown - Isezaki, Gunma, Japan 
Promotional affiliation - Heart of 
America Promotions 
Other ring names - Tetsuo Sekigawa, 
Mr. Seki, Ninja, Ninja Warrior 

Veteran Japanese wrestler who has 
spent most of his career doing 
whatever Japanese gimmick is in 
vogue in the U.S. . . . H41d many 
tag team titles, usually with 
partner Kendo Nagasaki or Kazuo 
Sakurada. . . Considered one of 
the poorer workers of the Japanese. 

BL HIJO DEL SANTO (5-3, 145) 

Real name - Rodolfo Huerta, Jr. 

Age - 23 
Years pro - 4 

Hometown - Guadalajara, Mexico 
Promotional affiliation - Universal 
Wrestling Association 
Other ring names - None 

Son of El Santo, -who along with 
Mil Mascaras is the most famous 
wrestler in the history of Mexico, 
with a career that spanned nearly 
4-0 years before his death in 
February, 1984. . . Current World 
Lightweight champion since winning 
the title on October 28, 1984. . . 
Feuds with Negro Casas. . . turning 
into a drawing card in Southern 
California. . . A great worker, but 
far, far too small to make it in 
either the U.S. or Japan. . . Still, 

a top drawing card in Mexico. 

TIGER JEET SINGH (6-0, 230) 

Real name -~ U a ro Singh, Jr. 

Age - 43 

Years pro - 22 

Hometown - Windsor, Ontario 

Promotional affiliation - None 

Other ring names - None 

Son of former pro wrestler 
Daro Singh, who is originally 
from India but settled in Canada. 

. . . Turned pro in 1965 and has 

been a major star for most of 
his career. . . A top name in 

Japan thuoughout the 1970s but 
never really made it big in North 
America although he was a headliner 
in the early 19?0s. . . Since making 

Japan debut in 1973 has toured Japan 


38 times and earns nearly $ 8,000 per 
week. . . No longer a drawing care? 
nor wanted in Japan by the fans but 
is contractually obligated to be 
brought over a few times per year. . 

A poor worker due to age, but'in 
his prime was a strong wildman 
performer. . F a mous tag team with 
Umanosuke Ueda. . . Held versions 
of the World title in both Japan 
and Mexico in the mid-1970s. 

HARU 30NCDA (5-7, 210) 

Real name - Kazaharu Sonoda 
Age - 30 (born 9 / 26 / 56 ) 

Years pro' - 12 
Hometown - Nagasaki, Japan 
Promotional affiliation — All Japan 
Pro Wrestling 

Other ring names - Kazaharu Sonoda, 
Professor Sonoda, Mr. Sonoda, 

The Dragon, Magic Dragon, Golden 
Dragon 

Middle of the card Japanese performer 
who was a journeyman pro called 
The Dragon in Texas as tag team 
partner of Xabuki. . . Turned pro 
in January, 1975- • . A decent worker 
with good agility for one with a 
fat stomach. . . Capable of good 
matches. . . Worked throughout the 
U.S. as Professor Sonoda. . . w a <3 
big in Puerto Rico at on e point. 

. . . Lost his mask in Japan in a 

match against Kuniaki Kobayashi. 

JACK VICTORY ( 6 - 3 , 230) 

Real name - 
Age - 

Years pro - 2 

Hometown - Atlantic City, New Jersey 
Promotional affiliation - Mid South 
Sports 

Other ring names - Jack Valiant 

The I 985 pro wrestling rookie of 
the year. . . 7eiry good worker but 
needs some work on interviews. 

Caught onto the sport very quick but 
lacks to charisma to make'him a 
superstar. . . Currently in the UWF: 

THE WARLORD ( 6 - 7 , 310) 

Real name - Terry Supinski 
Age - 28 
Years pro - 1 

Hometown - Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Promotional affiliation - Jim Crockett 
Promotions 

Other ring names - Terry Supinski 

The most massively muscled man in the 
business, . . Also one of the stiffest. 

. • ; Being put over strictly because 

of size as is absolutely horrible in 
the ring. . . Trained by Eddie Sharkey. 

. . . Has a Road Warrior-type haircut. 

TOJO YAMAMOTO (5-2, 170) 

Real name - Harold Wantanabe 
Age - 59 
Years pro - 35 

^ometown — Honolulu, Hawaii (now lives 
in Nashville, Tennessee) 

Promotional affiliation - Warrior Sports 
Other ring names - F.Y. Chung, Harold 
Wantanabe 

A major star in Tennessee for more than 
three decades. . . Played the Oriental 
heel role. . . A mystery how he got over. 
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MANAGERS AND VALETS IN PRO WRESTLING 


CAPTAIN LOUIS ALBANO 

Former pro wrestler Lou Albano, 
53-years-old who wrestled in the 
late 1950 s through early 1970 s. . . 

Although billed as a former tag 
team champion with Tony Altomare 
in his mat days, that waBn't the 
case as he was mainly a jobber. . . 
Became a manager in 1970 and has 
worked for the WWF ever since. . . 
Hilarious slob character on 
interviews. . . Has gone downhill 
quickly since becoming a babyface 
in late 1984. . . Met Cyndi Lauper 
and David Wolfe and is responsible 
for their getting into wrestling. . . 
Virtually always manages whomever 
holds the WWF tag team title. 

SCANDOR AKBAR 

Former pro wrestler with the Lebanese 
background. . . Billed from S a udi 
Arabia, but is actually a second- 
generation Lebanese immigrant who 
grew up in Vernon, Texas. . . 

Wrestled late 1960s thronugh early 
1980s before beocoming a manager. . . 
Real name is Jim Wehba. . . Mainly 

manages for either World Class or 
UWF. . . Hated at times because of 
his oil-rich arab gimmick, but not 
considered a good manager. 

FRED BLASSIE 

Legendary pro wrestling heel who 
worked from 1937-64 and again from 
1967-74 before retiring because of 
age anad knee problems. . . Nearly 
died of kidney failure in 1964, 
had a kidney removed and it was 
three years before he could return 
to action. . . Wrestled as late as 
1985 despite being unable to walk 
without a cane and being 67 years 
old. . . His pencil-neck geek phrase 
is a staple of wrestling heels. . . 
Legendary feud with John Tolos in 
Southern California in the early 
1970s. . . Recorded several gimmick 
record albums in the early 1960s. 

. . . Took up managing after getting 

out of the ring. . . Being phased 
out now. . . Originally from St. 
Louis, real name Fred Blassman. 

JIM CORNETTS 

The king of today's managers. . . 

A former wrestling fan and pro 
photographer who got into the 
business in 1982 in Memphis. . . 
Originally from Louisville, 

Kentucky. . . 1985's Manager of 
the year. . . Hilarious on 
intenrviews and voted best on 
interviews in 1985 . • . Manages 
the Midnight Express for Jim 
Crockett Promotions. . . Just 
25-years-old. . . Living out his 
childhood fantasty by being a 
wrestling superster personality. 

J.D. COSTELLO 

Similar act as Jim Cornette's. . 

Began managing in 1986 and 
developing into a very good act. 

Real name is William McCown, Jr. 


of Greenville, South Carolina, a 
former radio disc jockey. . . Met 
Crockett prelim wrestlers Jim and 
Mac Jeffers in 1985 , and turned 
them into Spike and Basher, The 
Mod Squad in Memphis. 

J.J. DILLON 

/eteran performer whose overacting 
has made him a preposterously funny 
act. . . Has managed throughout the 
country and in Canada. . . Wrestled 
throughout the 1970s but found his 
niche as a manager. . . About 40-45 
years old. . . Originally from New 

Jersey. . . Real name is Jim 

BABY DOLL 

Blonde valet of Dusty Rhodes, who 
formerly was the heel valet for 
Tully Blanchard working for Jim 
Crockett Promotions. . . 24-years-old 
and married to pro wrestler Sam 
Houston. . . From a wrestling 

heritage, as father Nick Roberts 
wrestled and later promoted in 
Texas and mother Laraine Johnson, 
who wrestled in the 1950 s and early 
1960s is considered one of the 
greatest female wrestlers of all-time 
. . . Real name is Nickla Roberts 
Smith. . . Broke into wrestling in 
1984 as the valet of Gino Hernandez, 
using the ring name Andrea the Lady 
Giant. . . About 6-foot tall. . . 

Has improved greatly on interviews 
in the past year. . . Probably the 

most effective valet in the business 
and hardest working. 

ELIZABETH 

Valet and wife of wrestler Randy 
Savage. . . Real name is Elizabeth 
Poffo. . . Got into pro wrestling in 
1985 . . . Incredibly beautiful and 
very popular because of it. . . 

Plays a cartoon role of the lovely 
maiden that the animalistic babyfaces 
fall for when wrestling Savage, then 
got attacked from behind and beaten. 

J.R. FOLEY 

Former prelim wrestler John Foley. 

The first manager to dress up like 
Adolf Hitler. . . Originally from 
England. . . Mainly has worked in 
Western Canada. . . Actually a very 
poor manager and can't even do good 
interviews. 

MR. FUJI 

Former pro wrestler under the same 
name who worked 1960s and 1970s. . 
Real name is Harry Fujiwara and is 
from Hawaii, not Japan. . . About 
50 years old. . . Not a very good 
wrestler, even though he was 
a perennial tag team champion in 
the WWF with partners Toru Tanaka 
and Mr. Saito. . . Even worse as 
a manager. . . Considered an office 
boy by the jvrestiers which is why 
he's still in the business. 
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GARY HART 

Veteran manager who has worked 
throughout the South, but most 
famous In Texas. . . A former 
pro wrestler in the 1960s. . . 

At one time respected as the top 
manager in the business in the 
mid-1970s while he worked in 
Florida. . . Real name is Gary 
Williams. . . The first manager 
who played the rich-mama role, 
originally as "Playboy" Gary 
Hart. . . Specializes in handing 
geek types. 


that is no longer the case. 

MISSY HYATT 

Billed as the daughter of the Hyatt 
Hotel family, though that i^n't the 
case. . . Gets more heat then any 

other valet through her playing the 
spoiled, beautiful rich girl act. . . 

Originally got Into the business 
as the valet for then-boyfriend John 
Tatum but in recent months has swj tched 
to accompanying Eddie Gilbert. . . Has 

an annoying whining voice while taunting 
babyfaces.. . . Real name is Melissa Hiatt 


JIMMY HART 

Former member of the 1960 s rock 
group called "The Gentry's" which 
had a couple of gold records and 
top 10 smashes including "Keep on 
Dancing." . . . Many think hart 
was the lead singer of the group 
but that isn't the case. . . 

Attended Treadwell High in Memphis, 
the same school as Jerry Lawler 
although the two weren't close 
friends in school. . . Hart is 
40 years old. . . In his prime 
of 1981-84- was without a doubt the 
best manager in the history of 
pro wrestlirg. . . Because he's 
not pushed hard or allowed to be 
let loose for fear of overshadowing 
Bobby Heenan (who works in the office 
and will remain No. 1 manager for 
as long as he wants to be) has fallen 
off greatly. . . When he was going 

broke as a musician, Lawler got him 
into wrestling. . . He then turned 
on Lawler and became the most hated 
figure in Memphis wrestling before 
joining the' WWF in 1985. . . Still 

dreams of making a musical comeback. 

. . . Real name is Jimmy Hart. 

BOBBY HEENAN 

A wrestling manager for the past 20 
years and acknowledged as one of 
the all-time greats. . . Most 

famous for managing Blackjack Lanza 
and Nick Bockwinkel in the Midwest. 
Joined the WWF in September, 1984. . . 
Brother Jerry Heenan wrestled as 
Guy Mitchell, The Stomper and 
Jerry Valiant. . . Great on 
interviews, although those who 
have seen him for years may have 
gotten tired of his routine. . . 

Has also wrestled and takes great 
bumps. . . Has managed throughout 

the country, but mainly in the 
Midwest. . . Nicknamed The Weasel. 

. . . Has a good comedic mind, 

but comes off second best to Jim 
Gornette. ^« 

SIR OLI/ER HUMPERDINK 

The rotund little red-haired 
manager who broke into wrestling 
managing 13 years ago with the 
Hollywood Blondes. . . Originally 

from Montreal, real name is John 
Sutton. . . Has managed mainly 

in the Southeast although had a 
good run on the W e st Coast. . . 

Has been in-and-out of Florida 

* h ^ re a h0 iS most famous. . . w aS 

* good manager at one point, but 


PAUL J0N3S 

A veteran wrestler who was very good 
in his prime and headlined throughout 
the Southeast before retiring in 1984. 

. . . Very poor as a manager. . . Real 

name is Paul Fredrick. . . Mainly 

feuds with Jimmy valiant while working 
for Jim Crockett Promotions. . . Has 

ineptness is made more pronounced by 
the fact the circuit has both J.J. 

Dillon and Jimmy Cornette working 
on it. 

DARK JOURNEY 

Another former dancer from Atlanta 
who was spotted by pro wrestler Dick 
Slater. . . A very light-skinned black 
girl who is exceedingly beautiful. . . 

Has improved a lot on interviews in 
recent weeks and is starting to become 
an effective babyface. . . Currently 

works for the UWF feuding wilth Missy 
Hyatt. . . Real name is Linda Newton. 

SHEIK ADNAN SL-KAISSEY 

Native of Iraq who was an All-American 
wrestler at Oklahoma State in 1958-59- 
. . . Real name is Adnon Kaisy. . . 

Manages in the AWA. . . Was a pro 

wrestler I 96 O-I 983 when he became 
a manager after neck and arm injuries 
made wrestling too painful. . . 

Very poor as a manager, mainly getting, 
by using the oil-rich Sheik gimmick. . . 

About 50-years-old. 

PRECIOUS 

Wife of wrestler Jim Garvin who acts 
as his valet. . . Real name is Patty 
Williams. . .Got into wrestling, in 
1983 in the Sunshine-Precious valet 
feud which spawned all the valets 
of recent years. . . Excellent in 

her role. . . Only valet to work Japan. 

SUNSHINE 

The valet who started it all in Texap 
in 1983 with Jimmy Garvin. . . Real 

name is V a lerie French from Tampa. . . 
Turned babyface against Precious 
in late 1983 and became a heroine of 
sorts. . . Has worn out all drawing 

power through endless and tiring valet 
feuds but is still kept around. . . 

Is a fixture with World Class. 

SHOGUN WAKAMATSU 

Most famous manager in Japan, , , Former 
pro wrestler who has also managed in 

Canada. . . The original user of 
the megaphone gimmick. ,, j?^| 
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